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Main Stories                     18 March 2008
__________________________________________________
· KFOR takes the North by force (dailies)
· The temptation for Kosovo’s partition stopped (Koha Ditore)

· Ban Ki-moon condemns violence against UNMIK and KFOR (Zëri)
· Rice asks Serbia to restrain Kosovo Serbs (Koha Ditore)

· Thaçi: Serbs manipulated by Belgrade (dailies)

· Sejdiu condemns violence against UNMIK and KFOR (dailies)

· Serbia complains to Ban Ki-moon, asks for investigations (Koha Ditore)

· UNMIK refuses Serbia’s proposal for joint administration in enclaves (Zëri)

· Blerim Shala: Generators of violence (Zëri)

· Flaka Surroi: Mitrovica déjà vu (Koha Ditore)

· NATO: We will continue to response decisively against attacks (dailies) 

· Tadic: UNMIK and KFOR use excessive force (dailies)

· Serb nationalists should not celebrate with hands in the air (Zëri)

· Samardzic: Serbia should pay Serb police in Kosovo (Zëri)

Kosovo Media Highlights
KFOR takes the North by force (dailies)

Over 100 KFOR soldiers and UNMIK Police were injured during the operation to retake control of the Court House in Mitrovica which was seized by Serbs last week. The Security Forces were attacked with firearms, hand grenades, Molotov cocktails and stones, report the papers. 

After this incident, KFOR had re-established full control over the North, withdrawing UNMIK and KPS police form north Mitrovica.
While there are no official reports on the number of protesters that were injured, Serbian media report that over 60 persons were injured during the confrontation with international security forces. 

The temptation for Kosovo’s partition stopped (Koha Ditore)

On Monday, according to international military and civilian sources, it was expected that the border line would eventually be set at the Iber River, and that a different reality dominates in the North of Kosovo. But UNMIK and KFOR showed another side and stopped the worst, reports Koha Ditore. 

The discussion between UNMIK Deputy chief Lawrence Rossin and Serbian Minister for Kosovo Slobodan Samaradzic on Sunday evening did not bring any assurances that Belgrade will respect UNMIK’s authority. Therefore, say the sources, on Monday morning UNMIK Police, supported by NATO forces showed decisiveness to take the court house in the North and re-establish control. 
“The space for peaceful action has passed, therefore we have decided to go and arrest those who seized the court house,” said an international source before UNMIK’s decision to intervene in the North was taken. 
UNMIK Deputy Chief Lawrence Rossin and COMKFOR Xavier Bout De Marnhac condemned the violence against their personnel.

Ban Ki-moon condemns violence against UNMIK and KFOR (Zëri)

United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has condemned the violence against UNMIK Police and KFOR soldiers in north Mitrovica. In a press release, read by his spokesperson Michelle Montas, he requested restraint from all sides and “dialogue to overcome the situation.”
“The Secretary-General expresses regret for the violent attacks against UNMIK Police and KFOR. He requests from all communities to act calm and with restraint and emphasizes the need for constructive dialogue in addressing the situation. He also expects from all sides to refrain from acts or statements that could provoke further violence,” said the UNSG’s Spokesperson. 

Rice asks Serbia to restrain Kosovo Serbs (Koha Ditore)

U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice called on the Belgrade authorities to put pressure on the Kosovo Serb community so that they avoid “provocative actions” after the recent events in Mitrovica. “I am very concerned about that happened in Mitrovica,” Rice is quoted as saying. 

Thaçi: Serbs manipulated by Belgrade (dailies)
After meeting ISR Pieter Feith, Kosovo Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi said that he “feels sorry that the Serbian Government has not learned any lessons from the past” and continues to think that through inciting violence it can achieve its goals. “Kosovo belongs to all. There is no need for violence in the new Kosovo, no need for bloodshed, no need for things that happened in Mitrovica,” Thaçi said. He added that territorial integrity of Kosovo is inviolable and is protected as never before.

Feith said that he condemns violence against UNMIK and KFOR in Mitrovica. He also expressed “unreserved support for the United Nations, UNMIK, UNMIK Police and KFOR troops in their efforts to establish law and order in north of Mitrovica.” 

Sejdiu condemns violence against UNMIK and KFOR (dailies)

President of Kosovo Fatmir Sejdiu strongly condemned the violence of Serb protesters against UNMIK Police and KFOR troops and said such acts are completely unacceptable for the institutions and Kosovo people. “Stoning, throwing of Molotov cocktails, and even firing of weapons against the police and international peacekeeping forces cannot be described any other way than an evil act which serves no one in Kosovo,” Sejdiu said in a statement. 
Serbia complains to Ban Ki-moon, asks for investigation (Koha Ditore)

Citing Belgrade news agency FoNet, the paper reports that Serbian Foreign Minister Vuk Jeremic has written a letter to UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, protesting, as he said, excessive force used by the international forces in Mitrovica. He called on the UN Secretary-General to initiate an investigation into how the events unfolded. 

UNMIK refuses Serbia’s proposal for joint administration in enclaves (Zëri)

The paper reports that UNMIK did not accept Serbia’s proposal under which the Serbian Government along with the international administration would take control of Serb enclaves in order to make sure UN SCR 1244 is implemented. The offer was presented by Serbian Minister for Kosovo Slobodan Samardzic. 

The paper reports that immediately after Samardzic’s meeting with PDSRSG Larry Rossin, UNMIK issued a press release saying that Belgrade should stop challenging UNMIK’s executive power in Kosovo. Rossin is reported to have told the Serbian Minister that these challenges represent a violation of promises Serbia has given to the United Nations Security Council.
Blerim Shala: Generators of violence (Zëri)

The paper’s publisher writes that even though Kostunica and his Government are in the last days of their mandate, they have managed to gain ground in turning the security situation in Kosovo into chaos. “There is no doubt that the duo Kostunica-Samardzic are authors of total confrontational politics, using all means, including violence,” Shala writes. He notes that Kosovo stability has never been more threatened in the last four years than in these recent days, when Serb extremists used force to take over the courts in Mitrovica.
Flaka Surroi: Mitrovica déjà vu (Koha Ditore)

In an opinion piece for the paper, Flaka Surroi, says that events in Mitrovica came as no surprise to anyone and that the violence which Serbs used to save only for Kosovars, they are now directing it towards “those who spoiled them for years.”

Surroi says Mitrovica is still, more or less, the one from 1999 where non-cooperation of the Serbs with the international administration in Kosovo was tolerated to the maximum and is also the one that Serb political officials can still visit because UNMIK allows them to cross the border with only an ID card “even one month after independence was declared.”
NATO: We will continue to response decisively against the attacks (dailies) 

On Monday, NATO strongly condemned violations in the streets of Mitrovica. “These riots are clearly against the law and the UNSC Resolution1244”, NATO’s spokesperson James Apathurai told Koha Ditore, adding that NATO will continue to response decisively against any violence anywhere it is needed within the territory of Kosovo. 

Also the European Union condemned the attack in Mitrovica saying that they are watching very closely the situation. 
EU High representative Javier Solana said that he is deeply concerned regarding the outbreak of violence in Mitrovica. “All what we need now is that everyone should act calmly, violence will not lead anywhere and doesn’t bring any benefit to anyone,” Solana said. 

Tadic: UNMIK and KFOR use excessive force (dailies)

President of Serbia Boris Tadic on Monday called on UNMIK Police and KFOR to refrain using the force against Serbs who are protesting to take over the control of the court house in Mitrovica, papers cited FoNet reporting. 

“Such harsh reaction and the excessive use of force UNMIK Police and KFOR, who are responsible for the safety and security of citizens of Kosovo, in particular today on 17 March on the day when Serbian population experienced one of the worst pogroms, could cause further escalation of the conflict in the territory of province”, Tadic was quoted as saying to FoNet, referring to the Republic of Kosovo.   
Serb nationalists should not celebrate with hands in the air (Zëri)

Germany’s Foreign Minister Frank-Walter Steinmeier said that he considers unjustified the violence of the Serb protesters in the northern part of Mitrovica against the UNMIK Police and KFOR soldiers. He also called on Kosovo authorities to bring the actors of violence to justice, the paper reads. 

“Violence of the Serb protesters against UNMIK Police and KFOR peacekeepers is unacceptable and unjustified”, said Steinmeier, adding that all the parties should agree with UNMIK’s presence in the places with the Serb majority in Kosovo, and the role UNMIK mission has, According to him, international community will act against anyone who questions UNMIK presence, Steinmeier warned. 

Samardzic: Serbia should pay Serb police in Kosovo (Zëri)

So-called, Serbian minister for Kosovo Slobodan Samrdzic in the outgoing Serbian government said that Belgrade will provide Serb members of KPS and the jail guards in Lipjan with monthly salaries, since they are boycotting Kosovo’s interim authorities due to the unilateral declaration of Kosovo’s independence, the paper cite Serb media. 

Samardzic declared that by giving them orders, the Serb members of KPS and guardians of the jail in Lipjan will continue their strikes, and that the agreement is reached that Serbia will begin to fulfill their obligations towards them, the paper reads. 

“These people left institutions, and that is completely understandable, they will be paid by Serbia for their works”, the paper quoted Samardzic as saying. 

Russia asks for new talks (Express)
Russia made an appeal on Monday for new international talks for the Kosovo status, reports Express. 

While Kosovo was recognized by the main Western states, Russia continues to insist that the move by Pristina has caused problems and has violated international law.

“It is clear that the situation can be only normalized only through returning the process of Kosovo in the frame of the international law, with a goal to find a solution acceptable for both sides, based on a dialogue between Pristina and Belgrade” said a press release issued by the Russian Foreign Ministry in Moscow. 
Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore

Front page
· KFOR takes the north through “fight”

· The first temptation of Kosovo’s partition stopped

· Rice wants Serbia to stop Kosovo Serbs

· Thaçi: Kosovo Serbs are being manipulated by Belgrade

· Number of the dead reaches 16, Mediu resigns

· NATO will continue to respond to attacks and violence

· Vuk Jeremic: Libya supports Serbia

· One of the injured dies, the life of the other one is t risk
Other headlines
· Serbia promises salaries to boycotters of Kosovo’s institutions (2)
· Ban Ki-moon criticized the attack (3)

· Germany: partition of Kosovo is not an option (3)

· Russia demands international restraint in Kosovo (3)

· Davis: Unacceptable attacks (3)

· Tadic: UNMIK and KFOR use excessive force (4)

· Kostunica protests against UNMIK’s “violence” (4)

· Jovanovic: Serbia has lost Kosovo (4)

· Samardzic: Impermissible action (4)

· Serbia complains to Ban Ki-moon, demands investigations (4)

· Violence from the north does not stretch in enclaves (5)

· Thaçi: Macedonia will recognize Kosovo’s independence (5)

· 79% of Croatian citizens pro recognition of Kosovo (5)

· Mitrovica déjà vu (10)
Zëri

Front page   
· NATO holds Belgrade responsible for violence in the north of Mitrovica
· Editorial: Generators of violence

· Number of victims reaches 15, Defense Minister Mediu resigns

· Conflict schemes in Kosovo: Serbia against Albanians and the west

· Ban Ki-moon condemns violence against UNMIK and KFOR

· UNMIK refuses Serbia’s proposal for joint governance of the enclaves

· Mechthild Henneke: KTA board to meet tomorrow, with or without government representatives

· Isa Mustafa orders the closure of all gas selling points in Pristina
Other headlines

· Political extremism of Kostunica and of his associates (2)
· Solana: EU will not withdraw from the aim to deploy in Kosovo (3)

· Serbs nationalists should not be allowed to celebrate with their hand up, says Steinmeier (3)

· President Sejdiu condemned the violence against UNMIK police and KFOR in Mitrovica (3)

· Germany does not support Kosovo’s partition (4)

· KFOR takes care of security in Albanian wards in the north of Mitrovica (4)

· Kostunica consults Russia, Tadic demands restraint by UNMIK and KFOR (4)

· Serb KPS police wounded as a civilian (4)
· Samardzic: Serbia will give salaries to Serb police in Kosovo (5)

· Thaçi and Feith condemn violence, and support UNMIK in restoring law in Mitrovica (5)

· Bussek: Bosnia is a more difficult problem than Kosovo (6)

· Churkin: We will follow situation in Kosovo (6)

· Rosemary DiCarlo: Washington will support Kosovo’s aspirations to enter the UN (7)
Kosova Sot

Front page   
· 71 internationals and 70 Serbs injured

· Money laundering, 78 cases in FIC

· Editorial: Violence gives an end to anarchy

· 16 victims in Gërdec, Mediu resigns

· Macedonia has not decided to recognize Kosovo’s independence

· NGOs in secret services

Other headlines

· A park for independence (2)

· Government, 17 march 2004, the darkest chapter (2)
· Belgrade demands Russian help (3)

· Thaçi-Feith, no compromise with hooligans (3)

· Kosovo recognized by 28 main countries (4)

· Kuçi, borders under control (4)

· “Thaçi” program, this week in the parliament (5)
Epoka e Re

Front page   
· Serbs turn to terrorism

· DiCarlo: USA will support Kosovo to enter the UN

· 16 dead in the national tragedy

· National flag removed from KPC building
Other headlines

· Putin: Moscow and Washington have solved some problems (2)
· FT: Kosovo’s independence will complicate NATO summit (2)
· Libya will not recognize Kosovo’s independence (2)
· APA: UNMIK should stay in Kosovo (2)
· Kosovo’s territorial integrity is untouchable (3)

· Cervenkovski: Macedonia without a final decision on Kosovo’s independence (3)

· 20 French KFOR soldiers have been injured (3)

· Rice: Belgrade should call on Serbs for calmness (3)

· Kostunica: Serbia and Russia to protect Serbs (3)

· Ban Ki-moon condemns Serbs violent acts in the north (5)

· Solana supports KFOR and UNMIK (5)

· EU: We strongly support UNMIK and KFOR in Kosovo (5)

· KFOR will react strongly against violence (5)

· Moscow: New talks on Kosovo needed (5)

· UK condemns the attack against UNMIK police (5)

· Germany does not support Kosovo’s partition (5)

· Tadic: UNMIK and KFOR to restrain themselves (5)

· “Tsar Lazar Guard” invites Serbs to “war for the liberation of Kosovo” (5)

· Saplings for those that recognized Kosovo (11)
Express

Front page

· Fourth anniversary marked

· Pristina’s bombs

· Kosovo, according to the USA

· Serbia’s hand

· Defense Minister Mediu resigns
Other headlines

· Russia demands new talks (3)
· Libya does not recognize independence (4)

· Early for membership into the UN (5)

· Less role in the Parliament (5)

· Reactions on violence (7)

· The injured from gas passes away (9)

· Independence saplings (9)
Lajm

Front page
· State defended

· Kuçi installs regime

· Withdrawals [in Albania] start

· Crime under uniform
Other headlines

· No compromise with Serb hooligans (2)
· Is should not be repeated (2)

· Tadic unsatisfied (2)

· Kostunica: Violence against Serbs should stop (2)

· Samardzic disappointed (2)

· Ivanovic demands explanations from Samardzic (2)

· Germany reacts, does not support partition (3)

· European Commission condemns attacks against UNMIK and KFOR (3)

· Official London condemns the attack against UNMIK police (3)

· Solana: NO delay in deploying EULEX (3)

· KPC flags Kosovo flag (5)
InfoPress 

Front page
· Serbs enraged

· The law does not get implemented through usurpations

· The west condemns violence

· He failed in management
Other headlines 
· Riots, over 100 injured (2)
· Protests for Kosovo in Belgrade (4) 

· UNMIK and KFOR to restrain themselves (4)

· Mitrovica, credibility, UNMIK, KFOR (5)

· He succumbed to burnings (9)
Belgrade Media Highlights

· Ban Ki-moon condemned violence in Kosovska Mitrovica (Tanjug/RTS/FoNet)

· Churkin: NATO must not use force against opposition to Kosovo independence (Tanjug)

· Appathurai: NATO condemns violence in Kosovo (Beta)

· Tadic calls on UNMIK to refrain from the use of force (RTS) 
Kostunica condemned use of force against Serbs (RTS)

· Justice Minister asking for release of the arrested (Radio Belgrade)

· Samardzic: Police entry to court in Mitrovica planned (Tanjug)

· Alekseyev: International forces overstepped competencies in Kosovska Mitrovica (Tanjug/Beta)

· Nikolic calls on the UN to condemn violence against Serbs (RTS) 
EU expressing concern and calling for peace in Kosovska Mitrovica (Tanjug)

· 70 Serbs injures in conflicts in Mitrovica, 15 held in hospital (RTS)

· Jeremic: Doctrine of limited sovereignty revived (Tanjug)

· Grushko: Recognition of Kosovo aggravates the situation in OSCE (Tanjug)

Ban Ki-moon condemned violence in Kosovska Mitrovica (Tanjug/RTS/FoNet)

UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has condemned in New York violence in northern Kosovska Mitrovica and the attacks on the UN police and international forces in the province that entered by force the court in that town. The spokesperson of the UN Secretary-General Michelle Montas has stated that Ki-moon demands all the sides to show calmness and restraint and stresses the need to establish a constructive dialogue in order to resolve the newly created situation. Montas conveyed that the UN Secretary-General expects all sides to refrain from activities and statement that could instigate or provoke further violence.

Serbian Foreign Minister Vuk Jeremic has stated that, due to the absolutely unacceptable and excessive use of force by the international forces in northern Kosovska Mitrovica, he has sent a letter to UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, from whom he had requested to launch within the world organization an investigation on how the incident occurred. Jeremic told FoNet that he had requested that it be established who ordered the use of force and how it occurred, especially since it occurred after consultations and successful negotiations between the Minister for Kosovo Slobodan Samardzic and DSRSG the night before.

Churkin: NATO must not use force against opposition to Kosovo independence (Tanjug)

UN SC Chair, Russian Ambassador Vitalii Churkin has stated that NATO forces in Kosovo must not use force against those who are protesting against the independence of the southern Serbian province. Churkin told Novye Izvestiya that all employees of international organizations in Kosovo are obliged to adhere strictly to UNSCR 1244. If NATO forces in Kosovo should violate that document, Russia will raise that issue in the SC, stated Churkin. He repeated that Russia would do everything so that the illegal establishing of the EU mission in Kosovo would not interfere with the work of UN representatives in the province. 

Appathurai: NATO condemns violence in Kosovo (Beta)

NATO condemns any violence in northern Kosovo, and KFOR will resolutely respond to any use of force, while exercising its mandate based on UNSCR 1244, stated in Brussels the Alliance Spokesperson James Appathurai. He added that KFOR would provide security in Kosovo. 

Tadic calls on UNMIK to refrain from the use of force (RTS) 
The Serbian President Boris Tadic called on the UNMIK police and KFOR to refrain from the use of force against the Serbs protesting against the raid into the municipal and district court building in Kosovska Mitrovica. “Such a harsh reaction, with an excessive use of force by UNMIK Police and KFOR, who are in charge of the safety of all the citizens in the area of Kosovo, especially today, on 17 March, when the Serb people experienced one of the largest pogroms four years ago, can provoke a further escalation of conflicts in the territory of the province,” he said. The Serbian President also requested the Kosovo Serbs not to provoke, by any gesture, the international forces, and called on the Kosovo Serb leaders to do everything to calm down the situation in Kosovska Mitrovica, the President’s Press Service says. 

Kostunica condemned use of force against Serbs (RTS)

Serbian Prime Minister Vojislav Kostunica has severely condemned the use of force against Serbs that are opposing the establishing of a false state on the Serbian territory. “The part of the international community which conducts a policy of force towards Serbia has decided, just now on 17 March, to apply even physical force against the Serbs in the northern part of the Province. The main goal of the UN Mission is to prevent such violence in Kosovo, and not to apply violence and intimidate the Serbs, and therefore, we file the strongest protest. We have initiated consultations with Russia over a necessary joint reaction in order to stop any form of violence against the Serbs. The UNSC is fully responsible, in line with Resolution 1244, to secure safety for the Serbs in Kosovo, and as a result, it must undertake all the necessary steps, said Prime Minister Kostunica.” 

Justice Minister asking for release of the arrested (Radio Belgrade)

Serbian Justice Minister Dusan Petrovic has requested UNMIK Head Joachim Ruecker to immediately release the arrested judiciary workers from Kosovska Mitrovica. In his letter to Ruecker, Petrovic assessed that it is necessary for the UNMIK police to release the arrested workers, and that the fact must be taken into account that they had entered the building where they had been working until 1999, and which they have left after the arrival of UNMIK to the province. The Minister stressed that the unnecessary roughness of the UNMIK police towards the judiciary employees must not continue.

Samardzic: Police entry to court in Mitrovica planned (Tanjug)

Serbian Minister for Kosovo Slobodan Samardzic has stated that the police entry into the court building in Kosovska Mitrovica and arrest of Serbs has been planned, and it could have been avoided. “This is unacceptable particularly considering that I spoke with DSRSG Larry Rossin yesterday evening in Gracanica and I simply offered him an agreement on resolving all the pending issues between UNMIK and Serbia in connection with the Serbs in KiM. In addition to this, we also reached an agreement in principle that no action should be taken until I arrive in Mitrovica," he said. Insisting that all the arrested employees be immediately set free, Samardzic added, "if we are supposed to maintain peace and stability, and if we should cooperate, that will be an absolutely ultimatum-like demand that these people be released right away, and that the problems be resolved in the way I initiated yesterday, i.e., through agreement and dialogue." 


Alekseyev: International forces overstepped competencies in Kosovska Mitrovica (Tanjug/Beta)

The Russian Ambassador in Belgrade Aleksandr Alekseyev has assessed that violence in Kosovska Mitrovica is a consequence of the overstepping of the competencies of the international forces, warning that the situation in Kosovo will develop according to the worst possible scenario if violence doesn’t stop and called on the Kosovo conflict to be returned to international negotiations. It is necessary to immediately stop the additional complicating of the situation and to establish a normal dialogue, said Alekseyev. The Russian diplomat has also turned the attention to the fact that Monday’s events in northern Mitrovica occurred on the fourth anniversary of the pogrom of Serbs in Kosovo. 

Russia has asked the international police to be restrained after the conflict between Kosovo Serbs and members of international missions in northern Kosovska Mitrovica. The Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs has stated that violence and conflicts must not be allowed, and pointed that the international missions in Kosovo should act strictly in accordance with the UN mandate in the province. It has been assessed that the unrests are a direct result of the unilateral proclamation of Kosovo’s independence and the fact that Serbs in the province do not accept that illegal act. It is obvious that the situation can only be normalized by returning the process for Kosovo to the framework of the international law, in order to find a solution based on the Belgrade-Pristina dialogue, underlined the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

Nikolic calls on the UN to condemn violence against Serbs (RTS) 
SRS deputy leader Tomislav Nikolic most strongly condemned the conduct of UNMIK and KFOR in the northern part of Kosovska Mitrovica. “I demand an urgent reaction and that the PM and President of the Republic address the public. Serbia must know what to do next. I request the UN to condemn NATO’s behavior in Kosovo, to regain full control. The events in Kosovo are slipping out of control and innocent people begin to be victims. I am telling the Serbian citizens that, if the SRS can help the regime in any way, it is here, and it is not against the interests of Serbia. I appeal to them to maintain peace as much as possible until Serbia passes the right decision and until Serbia decides how it will defend Kosovo, its sovereignty and territorial integrity,” said Nikolic.

EU expressing concern and calling for peace in Kosovska Mitrovica (Tanjug)

The EU has expressed concern over the unrest in Kosovska Mitrovica, while condemning any violence, and it called for peace and order, the Union officials have conveyed to Tanjug in Brussels. They have assessed that the violence is of no use to anyone. 

70 Serbs injures in conflicts in Mitrovica, 15 held in hospital (RTS)

Some 70 persons have been injured in the conflicts between Serbs and UNMIK police in northern Kosovska Mitrovica, of whom 15 have been held in the hospital for treatment. Most of them have firearm wounds, confirmed head of the Mitrovica hospital Vladimir Adzic. He specified that Ilija Cuca has been transferred to Belgrade with serious eye injury, while Nebojsa Vukomanovic has been transferred to Kragujevac with wounded head. 

Jeremic: Doctrine of limited sovereignty revived (Tanjug)

Serbian Foreign Minister Vuk Jeremic has warned in an article for the German Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung of the danger of recognizing the illegal secession of Kosovo from Serbia, as that would revive the doctrine of limited sovereignty, dating back to the “cold war” era. It gives legitimacy to the principle of forceful secession from internationally recognized sovereign countries, reminded Jeremic. While emphasizing that the time has come to investigate the damage resulting from the illegal secession of Kosovo, Jeremic has pledged for the compromise solution to the Kosovo issue. He expressed hope that it is not late to create a successful future for all participants, and repeated that such a solution should be found for Kosovo that would take into consideration the legitimate right of Albanians to wide self-government, but at the same time to confirm a democratic Serbia, whole and free, integrated with Europe and connected to the world. 

Grushko: Recognition of Kosovo aggravates the situation in OSCE (Tanjug)

Deputy Head Russian Foreign Minister Aleksandr Grushko has stated that the situation in the OSCE is growing worse because certain members of that body have recognized the unilaterally proclaimed Kosovo’s independence. The member-states that have recognized Kosovo have breached the fundamental principle of the OSCE regarding the territorial integrity of the states, which damaged Serbia, Grushko stressed. While reminding that Russia and many other OSCE member-states do not recognize Kosovo’s independence, as it is in discord with international law, Grushko pointed that for that reason the membership of the province in the OSCE is not a realistic option, as all decisions in that regard are brought by consensus. 

Disclaimer
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