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· Kosovo against dialogue on border crossings with Serbia (Koha Ditore)

· Two German armored vehicles could remove barricades (dailies)

· The north of the country in hands of Serb criminal groups (Koha Ditore)

· Serbia moves dozens of tanks close to the border with Kosovo (Kosova sot)

· Tahiri: Stefanovic makes quixotic politics (Koha Ditore)

· Kosovo police gains the confidence of Orthodox priests (Koha Ditore)

· Minister Rexhepi urges Serbs: “If you provoke, you will receive answer” (Bota Sot)

· Merdar crossing sees entrance of Serbian goods (dailies)

· Support increased (Express)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Kosovo against dialogue on border crossings with Serbia (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that Kosovo authorities on Saturday responded negatively to Serbia’s request to evoke the border crossings at the next EU dialogue session in Brussels. Kosovo says it will not discuss internal state issues with Serbia or any other actor. 
Serbia’s request calls for discussion on customs and police officers at border points 1 and 31 and for the tax collected at those points not to be included in the Kosovo budget. Furthermore, it has threatened that the next round of the dialogue cannot be held without finding a solution for this issue, but Kosovo authorities rejected the possibility that this topic be put on the table. The agreement of 2 September, for customs stamps obliges Kosovo and Serbia “to be engaged for …. free trade in the bases of CEFTA rules. 
Two German armored vehicles could remove barricades (dailies)

Koha Ditore reports that the German Defense Ministry has sent two armored vehicles to Kosovo.  The vehicles will arrive with two “water guns” at the beginning of October, writes the German daily newspaper Frankfurter Algemine Zeitung. The newspaper claims that the vehicles “Daks-pionir” could be used by KFOR to remove barricades that Serbs are placing on the roads throughout the north of Kosovo. According to FAZ, the armored vehicles have already arrived in Novoselle, municipality of Vushtrri, where the German contingent is located, as the reserve German-Austrian battalion which arrived in Kosovo in July.

The north of the country in the hands of Serb criminal groups (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that the north of Kosovo remains in the hands of Serb criminal groups, who are backed by the Serbian Government. All of the roads that lead to the north remain blocked, while the barricade in the village of Kelmend, specifically in the entrance of village of Rudare, municipality of Zvecan, is cemented in place, according to sources. In the city of Mitrovica, the situation is calm but tense. International and national security forces have increased their numbers in order to protect citizens. However, the newspaper learned that a EULEX police vehicle was forced to leave the village of Zupc. Criminal groups in the northern part are being led from a Serb, Mirko Velimirovic, with the nickname “Pajo”. In the evening hours of Saturday in the city of Mitrovica has been noticed a large increase of KFOR forces. Tens of heavy and light vehicles have been parked in the city park.

Serbia moves dozens of tanks to the border with Kosovo (Kosova sot)

Kosova Sot reports that an international source informed Kosova Sot that on Friday evening, while he was traveling through Serbia, 8 kilometers beyond Merdar, he noticed that Serbian trucks unloaded military tanks. Over the last few days Serbian officials released statements that could lead to the destabilization of northern Kosovo.

Tahiri: Stefanovic makes quixotic politics (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that the Head of the Kosovo delegation in the dialogue with Serbia, called the actions of her counterpart Head of the Serbian delegation, Borislav Stefanovic, counter productive to peace and the spirit of the dialogue, as he has entered Kosovo illegally. “It is aviolation of sovereignty from the side of Mr. Stefanovic, his illegal entry in Kosovo, my message is that this is quixotic politics”, said Tahiri.

Kosovo police gain the confidence of Orthodox priests (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that Kosovo police is gradually assuming security responsibility of objects of cultural and religious importance. Currently, the Kosovo Police secure 22 buildings, from which 21 belong to the Serbian Orthodox Church. In addition to this, the police patrol some 190 buildings. Only three Orthodox Church buildings, Monastery of Decan, Devic and the Peja Patriarchy remain under KFOR supervision and protection. The representatives of the dioceses Rashka-Prizren are pleased with the engagement of the Kosovo police in securing of religious orthodox buildings, despite a few incidents that have happened mainly in the city of Prizren. 

Minister Rexhepi urges Serbs: “If you provoke, you will receive an answer” (Bota Sot)

Bota Sot reports that the barricades placed in the north of Kosovo by Serbs a few days ago continue to block all roads that lead to the north of the country. The Minister of Foreign Affairs Enver Rexhepi assured Albanians who live in the north that they are 100 per cent safe despite the tension; however, he added that the situation could not escalate. In a warning to Serb gangs, he said any threat will be met with an appropriate answer by the Kosovo police, KFOR and EULEX.

Merdar crossing sees entrance of Serbian goods (Koha Ditore) 
Koha Ditore reports that Serbian goods have returned to the Kosovo market. In the first two days since the removal of the embargo on Serbian products, 50 trucks entered Kosovo through the customs point in Merdar. The traffic remains one way.  Kosovo products have not been exported to Serbia. 

Of the loads en route to Kosovo, two were turned back because they did not have the necceary documents. Koha Ditore reports one was refused on Saturday. Kosovo has now requested the EU to push Serbia to withdrawal its embargo against Kosovo goods, as decided by the 2 September agreement. “We have requested the European Union and the US if there is a change in the stance of Serbia. They said that they will request explanations from Serbia”, said Deputy Prime Minister Mimoza Lila-Kusari, adding that it will not be waiting long for answer from Serbia. “If Serbia changed its stance then reciprocity measures will be introduced. There is no sense in Kosovo allowing Serbia products in, it Kosovar products are prevented from being exported to Serbia,” said Kusari-Lila.

Support increased (Express)

Express reports that the US and Great Britain supported the operation in the north of Kosovo, but also appealed for non-violence. The Spokesman of State Department, Mark Toner, stated that Washington is concerned about the situation in the north. “We call on all parties to preserve the peac, to avoid surprising actions and to refrain from any inciting rhetoric.” At the same time the State Department announced that it supports the operation in the north. “We welcome the efforts of KFOR and EULEX to ensure a safe and secure environment and ensure the freedom of movement of goods and people in both directions along the border of Kosovo and Serbia. Freedom of movement of goods is in the interest of Kosovo and Serbia and of course in accordance of both countries aspirations to join the EU”, said Toner. 
The operation in the north of Kosovo was also supported rhetorically on Saturday by the British Ambassador in Kosovo, Ian Cliff. He said that United Kingdom supports the territorial integrity and sovereignty of the republic of Kosovo, and its attempt to place customs officers at border points 1 and 31 and prevent smuggling in the north. Also, the head of EU delegation in Serbia, Vincent Degert, said that there is no reason for border points in Jarinje and Brnjak to be treated differently from other border points in Kosovo and that also there should be Albanian customs officers. He stated that the agreement between Pristina and Belgrade, achieved on 2 September should be respected.
Disclaimer

This media summary consists of selected local media articles for the information of UN personnel. The public distribution of this media summary is a courtesy service extended by UNMIK on the understanding that the choice of articles translated is exclusive, and the contents do not represent anything other than a selection of articles likely to be of interest to a United Nations readership. The inclusion of articles in this summary does not imply endorsement by UNMIK.
