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· KFOR opposite barricades (Koha Ditore)

· Serbs say they will wait for KFOR at the barricades (Koha Ditore)

· Kuçi: Roadblocks in the north will be removed (Epoka e Re)

· Tadic: Big responsibility for Serbs (Koha Ditore)

· Ban Ki-moon: Blocked borders are unacceptable (dailies)

· Kacin: Agreements must be implemented (dailies)

· Beqiri: Serbia is winning (Express)

· Gentilini’s mandate extended to January 2012 (Koha Ditore)

· PDK marks 12th anniversary (dailies)

Kosovo Media Highlights
KFOR opposite barricades (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports on the front page that NATO peacekeeping forces will head to northern Kosovo on Tuesday to remove roadblocks which have been impeding the freedom of movement for over a month now. 
KFOR sources told the newspaper that KFOR is not expecting resistance from local citizens and that the removal of roadblocks should happen without any clashes. Sources said KFOR was ready to face attacks by organized groups, and that it will confront citizens near the roadblocks if necessary. 

Aware of such a position, parallel structures in the north have mobilized students, women and workers to stand at the barriers in order to protect them. 

KFOR spokesman Uwe Nowitzki told the paper that the KFOR announcement remains in force. “We don’t have anything more to add to what we already announced in the press communiqué,” said Novitzki. 
Serbs say they will wait for KFOR at the barricades (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that contradictory information is coming from Serbs in northern Kosovo. Some say that Serbs want to be delay the deadline for the removal of barricades, while others claim that Serbs will be at the barricades waiting for KFOR soldiers. 
Meanwhile, the so-called emergency headquarters of parallel structures in northern Kosovo has ordered the closure of all schools, so students can stay at the roadblocks. 

“Schools have been closed and all students have been ordered to go to the barricades to prevent KFOR soldiers from removing them,” a source told the paper. He also added that this action by parallel structures is aimed at demonstrating that Serbs are not about to give up the roadblocks. 
Kuçi: Roadblocks in the north will be removed (Epoka e Re)

“Our decision was made to remove the roadblocks and they will be removed, but innocent citizens should be injured, there should be no impression created of a mass persecution of our Serb citizens,” Deputy Prime Minister Hajredin Kuçi is quoted as saying in Epoka e Re.

Kuçi also said the Government has held additional talks with European Commission representatives seeking feedback on the Progress Report’s call for a comprehensive strategy to establish law and order in northern Kosovo. He added that the Commission did not ask for anything new and special for the north, only for further engagements, which are already part of the government’s commitment to that part of Kosovo.

Tadic: Big responsibility of Serbs (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that Serbian President Boris Tadic evaluated on Monday evening that the situation in the north, carries a big responsibility for Kosovo Serbs and their representatives and it should therefore be carefully reviewed, particularly KFOR’s statements. “I am ready at any moment to take part in talks with the legitimate representatives of Serb institutions in the north of Kosovo about the situation”, said Tadic to journalists in the Serbian Parliament. 

Ban Ki-moon: Blocked borders are unacceptable (dailies)
Several dailies report that United Nations Secretary General Ban Ki-moon has called on Serbia and Kosovo to resolve the border dispute, adding that the blocked crossings are unacceptable. “I call on Belgrade and Pristina to resolve all pending matters. It is unacceptable for borders to be blocked. I have met representatives of both governments during the United Nations General Assembly in New York and I told them that they should resolve all disagreements through dialogue,” Ban Ki-moon said during a visit to Bern.
Kacin: Agreements must be implemented (dailies)

Several dailies quote Jelko Kacin, the European Parliament Rapporteur for Serbia, as saying that Serbia needs to call for the removal of roadblocks in northern Kosovo in order to get candidate status for EU membership. In an interview for Danas newspaper, Kacin said without such a move, the agreement on customs stamps will not be recognized. “If the agreements reached will not be implemented, Serbia’s current policy would be discredited in the eyes of the majority of EU member states,” Kacin said.
Beqiri: Serbia is winning (Express)

Express reports that in an interview for Radio Free Europe, LDK parliamentary group chief Ismet Beqiri said that Serbia has benefited more than Kosovo from the technical talks in Brussels. 

“We have said on several occasions that the very start of talks was political and we said it clearly and openly that the goals of these talks were prepared in advance, they are aimed at helping Serbia reach its objectives, and realistically this will be the case if it gets candidate status,” Beqiri was quoted as saying.

Beqiri said that although agreements were reached during the process, they did not produce any results. “The achievements in these talks are not being implemented and we are sceptical and believe that no one should rush the process because there are no results”. He also criticized the lack of transparency that has characterized the process of talks. 

Gentilini’s mandate extended to January 2012 (Koha Ditore)

The paper reports that the European Union for the third time has provisionally extended the mandate of its representative in Kosovo, Fernando Gentilini. The paper’s correspondent from Brussels reports that EU officials believe that by the end of January next year, a formal consensus will be reached to open the EU Office in Kosovo and that the head of this office will then be the special representative of the EU. The future office is envisaged to join the Office of the EU Special Representative and the Liaison Office of the European Commission. 
PDK marks 12th anniversary (dailies)

All dailies cover the celebration of the 12th anniversary of the ruling political party, the Kosovo Democratic Party (PDK). Koha Ditore reports that the PDK celebrated its anniversary without deputy leader Fatmir Limaj who is under house arrest facing war crimes charges and with secretary general Jakup Krasniqi in the background as he did not address the participants. Express notes on the front page that changes in the PDK leadership were visible at the anniversary.
“We must engage even more so that Kosovar society and institutions can go through structural reforms. We, as the leading party in the country, are obliged to lead the process of reforms in our country,” PDK leader and Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi said in his speech. He also said that his absolute priority was to uproot corruption from the political system.
President Atifete Jahjaga also attended the celebration and said that the PDK has managed to be a modern, consolidated and organized political party. 
The Serbian offer for telecom (Zëri)

Zëri reports that Serbia has discussed the possibility of Kosovo getting a telephone code, if it accepts the licensing of “Telekom Srbija” in Kosovo. Kosovo’s chief negotiator Edita Tahiri said she did not receive such an offer although it sounds very serious. 
The Government of Serbia is ready to respect the laws and regulations of Kosovo at least in one field, telecommunications. Some members of the Serbian Government, who preferred to remain anonymous, told Zëri that the Serbian delegation in talks in Brussels has already offered Kosovo the possibility of having a telephone code. The only condition behind their offer is for “Telekom Srbija” to be licensed in Kosovo. 

The same sources said that the Serbian Government is willing to license the company in accordance with Kosovo laws and regulations. Serbian officials said Serbia could also give up on claims for PTK assets if Kosovo agrees to license Telekom Srbija. 
Kosovo Press Headlines
Koha Ditore
Front page

· KFOR opposite the barricades

· Gentilini’s mandate extended to January 2012

· Ban Ki-moon: Blocked borders are unacceptable

· Thaçi before the PDK: Priority is to uproot corruption

· Government announces the failure of the privatization of PTK

· Wilkinson: EULEX had no evidence for investigations against Limaj

Other headlines

· Dialogue with Pristina, EU’s key condition for Serbia (2)

· Schmidt: Compromise between Kosovo and Serbia very difficult (2)

· Kacin reminds Serbia of its obligations on Kosovo (2)

· Serbs say they will wait for KFOR at the roadblocks (3)

· Albania calls on Pakistan to recognize Kosovo (5)

Zëri

Front page

· The Serbian offer for the telecom

· Ban calls for border solutions

· Police contradictions in the north

· PDK, enthusiasm on the 12th anniversary

· The state is heading toward bankruptcy

· No more tolerance

Other headlines

· Saudi Arabia continues to support Kosovo (2)

· Plus: Northern Serbs are manipulated, says Jovanovic (4)

· Minus: Sanino: The Balkans needs reforms (4)

· The PTK privatization fails (6)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· With children at the roadblocks

· The first attempt at PTK privatization fails

Other headlines

· Police confirms rally in Zupç (3)

· Kuçi mobilizes Ministry of Justice for challenges of the Progress Report (4)

· Dialogue between Pristina and Belgrade could resume in November (4)

· Saudi Arabia continues to support Kosovo (4)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· Rexhep Qosja: The war should be conducted from those who call for war: LDK and Vetëvendosje

· Jahjaga praises PDK

· Barricades, today KFOR shows if it is an army

· Parties divided about elections areas

Other headlines

· Humanitarian center or military base? (2)

· Jeremic: The center in Nis is not military base (2)

· Berisha requests from Pakistan recognition of Kosovo (2)

· Daci calls for unity (3)

· Today KFOR removes the barricades (4)

· Kacin: Serb Government to call for the removal of barricades (4)

· Ban Ki-moon: blocked borders, unacceptable (5)

· Kuçi: Blockades in the north will be removed (5)

· Two escaped from Dubrava prison (8)

· Privatization of PTK fails (9)

Express
Front page

· Really different 

· They accept the failure

· Serbia is winning

· The day of KFOR

Other headlines

· Ban Ki-moon: blocking of borders, unacceptable (4)

· Kacin: The agreements to be implemented (5)

· Daci’s appeal (6)

· The Serb card for the north (6)

Bota Sot
Front page

· After three years it failed the privatization process of PTK

Other headlines

· Ban Ki-moon: It is unacceptable that the border be blocked (2)

· NATO confirms the suicide of French soldier of KFOR (2)

· The talks so far, have gone in favour of Serbia (3)

· Saudi Arabia will continue to support Kosovo (6)

· Kacin: Without the removal of barricades here will not be implementation of the agreement (7)

· Schmitt: EU cannot solve the problem of Kosovo  (7)

· Serbs “resist” until moment (8)

· After three years failed privatization process of PTK (9)
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