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· Elections to be monitored by two missions (Koha Ditore)

· CEC certifies nine political entities (dailies)

· We will discuss after elections (Express)

· Kukan: Talks on visa liberalization should start (dailies)

· Krasniqi sues Thaçi for slander (dailies)

· Kosovo didn’t win anything from CEFTA (Zëri)

· Kosovo respects freedom of religion (dailies)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Elections to be monitored by two missions (Koha Ditore)

The paper reports that there will be two monitoring missions involved in the 12 December elections in Kosovo. One will be sent by the European Network of Election Monitoring Organizations (ENEMO) and the other will be made up of a coalition of local organizations. In addition, embassies of the most powerful countries are also consulting the EUSR office so as to be able to establish a coordinated diplomatic mission to monitor and supervise the elections process. 

CEC certifies nine political entities (dailies)

The Central Elections Commission has on Wednesday certified nine political parties that will run in the 12 December elections. “Based on the verified documents, the Office concludes that all conditions for registration have been met,” said the director of the CEC office for registration, Miradije Mavriqi. The total number of parties that have applied to be certified with CEC is 29. 

We will discuss after elections (Express)
Express reports that Kosovo’s Deputy Prime Minister Hajredin Kuçi said that the meeting between Kosovo’s and Serbia’s state leaderships could happen only after 12 December and after establishment of the institutions deriving from elections. According to him, the meeting between Kosovo’s Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi and Serbia’s President Boris Tadic cannot be held just for the sake of it. “Those meetings should take place in the moment when they have not only shape, but content as well,” said Kuçi. 

Kukan: Talks on visa liberalization should start (dailies)

The Chairman of the European Parliament delegation for relations with south-east European countries, Eduard Kukan, said talks between the European Commission and Kosovo authorities on the visa liberalization process should start but said he does not know when. However, Kukan noted that attention should be paid to fulfillment of the obligations by Kosovo for the start of the process but that this should not take too much time. “Now the European Commission has no pretext to be negligent to this process. This means the dialogue will start soon,” said Kukan.
Krasniqi sues Thaçi for slander (dailies)

Former KLA member and now part of Vetëvendosje, Florin Krasniqi, filed a lawsuit against PDK leader Hashim Thaçi yesterday at the Pristina District Court. Krasniqi accuses Thaçi of slander relating to a press release issued recently by the PDK which, according to Krasniqi, contains a number of fabrications against him personally, his family and his work. “Everything that is said in the PDK press release is slander starting from allegations that my wife is a Chetnik, that I own a water plant in Radoniq, that I am linked to Llamkos, that I have taken someone else’s wife. All this made up by Hashim Thaçi and his gang against me is slander and has a low motive,” said Krasniqi. Thaçi commented on the lawsuit by calling it ridiculous and tendentious. “These are simply ridiculous, tendentious allegations with electoral character,” said Thaçi.

Kosovo didn’t win anything from CEFTA (Zëri)

A meeting between heads of Kosovo, Albania, Macedonia and Montenegro chambers of commerce focused on the elimination of trade barriers between the countries. Integrations Minister Besim Beqaj said Kosovo’s economic integration should not be treated only through administrative reforms but economic preparation. He said Kosovo expects to take over the mandate for CEFTA presidency in January of next year. The meeting resulted in the conclusion that Kosovo should reach several agreements with regional countries in order to make up for non-participation in CEFTA agreements during 2010.

Kosovo respects freedom of religion (dailies)

A recent U.S. State Department report on the freedom of religion said freedom of faith in Kosovo is guaranteed by the Constitution and respected by the Government. Although the situation is generally positive, the State Department also noted certain problems in practicing religion in Kosovo. According to the report, the main concern of religious communities is the lack of mechanisms for registering religious groups. The inability to get a legal status has made it difficult for the religious communities to register property, cars, open bank accounts and pay taxes for the employees. 

Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore
Front page

· Elections to be monitored by two missions and diplomatic supervision

· Red lines set for ambassador Naim Malaj

· CEC certifies nine political entities 

· One third of Kosovars have problems in securing food

· Kosovars after independence think more freely about life problems

Other headlines

· Fuele to Kosovo and Albania: Implement the laws (2)
· AAK: Kosovo loses over € 1,5 billion through informal economy (4)

· Çeku asks Thaçi: Who was boss to LDK ministers? (4)

· Mustafa: We have no candidates members of secret services (5)

· Deda: Today’s politics will remain a bad memory (5)

· Daci accuses locals and internationals for economic crime (5)

· Krasniqi sues Thaçi and ‘his criminal gang’ for slander and offense (6)

· Chambers of commerce not happy with cooperation (8)

· Kelmendi: Who will you vote for? (10)
Zëri
Front page

· Academics fall from ‘top lists’

· Toward disputed elections

· Krasniqi sues Thaçi for slander

· The dead in the list again

· Proceedings against Xhabir Zharku begin

Other headlines

· Çeku agrees to be Thaçi’s minister too (2)

· Fuele puts pressure on Belgrade (2)

· Daci accuses internationals as well for economic crime (3)

· Kukan: Dialogue on visa liberalisation should start (3)

· Buhler in Belgrade today (4)

· FAIR warns law violators (4)

· EC: Census, technical issue (4)

· Kosovo didn’t win anything from CEFTA (7)

· Kosovo respects freedom of religion (8)

Kosova Sot
Front page

· PDK doesn’t refuse any coalition 

· Krasniqi sues Thaçi

· Editorial: Fundamental reform and change of course 

Other headlines

· Census approaches (2)
· Differences on Kosovo don’t prevent EU enlargement (2)

· Kelmendi presents business programme (2)

· FAIR promises to confiscate assets of corrupted people (3)

· CEC certifies first 10 parties (3)

· Chambers demand more cooperation (7)

· Kosovo respects freedom of religion (8)  

Epoka e Re
Front page

· LDK drops to 19%, PDK rises 

· Edita Tahiri, 12th in PDK list 

Other headlines

· Kosovo respects freedom of religion (2)

· Wrong answers may block Serbia’s candidacy for EU (2)

· Fuele: Rule of law, Kosovo’s challenge (2)

· Talks with Belgrade, after elections (3)

· CEC certifies nine political parties (3)

· Another big coalition of NGOs (5)

· A futile lawsuit (7)

· Regional chambers of commerce deepen cooperation (9)

Express
Front page

· For CEC, everything is in order

· Sues Thaçi

· We will discuss after elections

· Kosovo drowned in deficit

Other headlines

· Shkullaku: An apartment for more votes (2)

· Discussions on liberalization should start (4)

· Ahmet Shala out of the list (4)

· Sells his apartment for campaign (5)

· Thaçi does not promise to Edita Tahiri (6)

· Dream unification (6)

· Participate, do not participate (6)

· Xhabiri at the court (9)

Lajm

Front page

· KFOR ready

· Fuele: Implement laws

· Pre-election campaign

Other headlines

· Government helps Krasniqi families (2)

· Kukan: Discussions on visas should start (2)

· Kosovo respects freedom of religion (2)

· Nine parties pass the exam (3)

· Registration, a historic event (4)

· Florin Krasniqi sues Hashim Thaçi (4)

· Regional cooperation for CEFTA (5)

Bota Sot

Front page

· Who will divide or unite Kosovo!?

· Florin Krasniqi sues the dismissed Prime Minister

· Rugovian electorate to be united or divided? 

Other headlines

· For a clean election process (2)

· Kukan: Discussions on liberalization of visas should start (2)

· 91 percent of citizens believe that the Government is corrupted (3)

· Çeku: Why shouldn’t I be a Prime Minister? (4)

· Zannier confirms the “frozen conflict,” cease-fire in Kosovo (5)

Infopress

Front page

· CEC starts certification

· Party lists, still in process 

· Pre-election campaign in Rahovec continues

· Fuele: Belgrade should cooperate on the north 

· Promise fair elections

Other headlines

· Ready to be Thaçi’s minister (2)

· Albanians for national unification (3)

· Discussions on visas should start (4)

· Florin Krasniqi sues Hashim Thaçi (4)
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