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Main Stories                            18 December
__________________________________________________
· Foreign Policy Club holds debate on Kosovo’s European future (dailies)

· Human Rights Watch: EULEX to investigate ethnically motivated crimes

· Government and EULEX happy with the start of the mission (Koha Ditore)

· ICTY sentences Haraqia to five months and Morina to three months (dailies) 

· NATO waiting for the KSF commander (Koha Ditore) 

· Sadri Ferati appointed Secretary of LDK (Express)

· The weak judiciary of UNMIK (Lajm)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Foreign Policy Club holds debate on Kosovo’s European future (dailies)

All dailies cover the debate held yesterday at the Foreign Policy Club, where it was said that Kosovo’s membership in the European Union is currently not on the agenda of the international community, and that meanwhile Kosovo has numerous problems related to European integration.

Koha Ditore reports that reforms in the education system, the solution of the problem of Kosovo’s recognition by six remaining EU countries, and the need to apply the successful experiences of neighbouring countries were some of the conclusions adopted by the participants.

Koha Ditore quotes the chairperson of the European Stability Initiative (ESI) Gerald Knaus, “The Czech and the Swedish presidency of the European Union have full consensus for the enlargement of the European family where countries of the Balkans have an advantage. But Kosovo is not on the agenda.”

Zëri quotes Veton Surroi, chairman of the Foreign Policy Club, as saying that Kosovo does not have a European policy. Surroi also criticized Kosovo’s institutions for lack of strategy and vision. 

On the other hand, Education Minister Enver Hoxhaj is quoted as saying that Kosovo has an agenda for European integration and that success has been achieved during the first year of independence.

Human Rights Watch: EULEX to investigate ethnically motivated crimes

All dailies report that the Human Rights Watch (HRW) has called on the EULEX mission to investigate and prosecute ethnically motivated crimes and crimes committed during the conflict in Kosovo. 

In a letter to EULEX Head Yves de Kermabon, the HRW said that the EU mission should prepare a strategy for investigating war crimes by treating the most sensitive cases as a priority. 

The HRW also said that Kosovar judiciary was focused on a small number of issues by mainly making accusations for crimes committed against Albanians and non-Serb communities.

Government and EULEX happy with the start of the mission (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that the first week of the EULEX deployment has been evaluated as successful by the Head of this mission and the deputy Prime Minister of the Kosovo Government Hajredin Kuçi.

Yves de Kermabon said that the Kosovars still shouldn’t expect a concrete result, because this mission deployed only one week ago and added, “We are ready to commit to this mission even where it is hard to achieve results.”
On other hand, Deputy Prime Minister Kuçi has evaluated that the deployment of EULEX is significant for the establishment of rule of law, especially in the north of Kosovo. “EULEX deployment in whole territory of Kosovo, particularly in the north, where for nine years there was no rule of law, has a possibility to establish rule of law,” Kuçi said.
ICTY sentences Haraqia to five months and Morina to three months (dailies) 

Dailies report that the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) sentenced former Culture Minister Astrit Haraqia to five months in prison on Wednesday, for intimidating a witness in the case against former Prime Minister Ramush Haradinaj. Former Bota Sot editor Bajrush Morina was sentenced to three months. 

Astrit Haraqija and Bajrush Morina were convicted of contempt of court, threatening a man identified as ‘witness two’, dailies report. Koha Ditore says that Haraqia’s verdict is the longest ever announced at the Tribunal for contempt of court. 

NATO waiting for the KSF commander (Koha Ditore) 

Koha Ditore quotes NATO’s most senior military authority, chief of the Military Comity Gaimpaolo di Paola as saying that preparations for the establishment of Kosovo Security Force are going well, but that there are delays on the process because Kosovo has not completed its part of work. 

Speaking for a small group of journalists accredited at NATO, about the challenges of the next year, Admiral Di Paola said that creation of Kosovo Security Force is an additional duty of NATO operation, and that member states are giving their contribution in this direction. He said that two member states have already offered significant aid and that as far as NATO is concerned everything will proceed as planed.
Sadri Ferati appointed Secretary of LDK (Express)

Express reports in its leading front-page story that the LDK has found a way to compromise. The party devaluated the post of the executive chief and turned it into a technical secretary. “The Gorenje group” swallowed the decision, meanwhile, the supporters of the President Sejdiu chanted this small victory. They will have their man there, Sadri Ferati, and reforms in the LDK will be under total control  

The weak judiciary of UNMIK (Lajm)
Lajm reports on the front page that altogether 280 files of heavy crimes will be handed over this week to the judicial system of EULEX. Meanwhile, until the end of February, it has been expected that crimes happened in Mitrovica are expected to be closed by the UNMIK prosecutors and judges.

Lajm reports that the head of UNMIK department judiciary, Robert Dean, agree that there were many failures in the work of this mission. Prosecutor Dean will join EULEX, even though he has doubts that EULEX will be more efficient than UNMIK in the punishment of crime, if it is going to be neutral as it has declared.
Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore

Front page

· NATO waiting for the KSF commander

· Surroi: Three lost opportunities in the European path

· Govt and EULEX happy with the stat of the mission

· ICTY sentences Haraqia to 5 months and Morina to 3 months in prison

· LDK turns the chief executive officer into a secretary

· CEC does not manage to find a way out of the crisis

Other headlines

· Limaj holds govt responsible for invasion of railways in north (2)

· Kosovo flag at Courthouse in Shtërpce (2)

· Hundozi: We need laws, and not copy-paste of UNMIK regulations (4)

· Cufaj: The death of faith (10)

· HRW calls on EULEX to focus on interethnic crimes (10)

Zëri

Front page

· LDK calms down by devaluating the chief executive officer into an administrative-technical secretary

· Shala: No illusions

· How much can the Ahtisaari Package be implemented?

· EULEX promises positive results in rule of law area

· Kuçi: If it applies, Serbia could get a license for railway line

· Haraqia sentenced to 5, Morina to 3 months in prison

· Veton Surroi: Kosovo in fact does not have a European policy

Other headlines

· Bush: U.S. soldiers within KFOR are for security of all (2)

· Limdal: In addition to Belgrade, offices in Tirana and Skopje, too (4)

· Daci: No progress made thanks to naivety of the Government (4) 

Kosova Sot

Front page

· The board announces reforms in justice 
· Ferati, both Minister and Secretary
· Astrit Haraqija sentenced to five months, Morina to three 
· Editorial: Between the party and decentralization  
Other headlines

· Russia can also join EULEX? (2)

· Lajçi against, as usual (2)

· Bush reports at the Senate on Kosovo (3)

· Consular Services to start in May (5)

· Defected and non European laws (5) 

Epoka e Re

Front page

· LDK is waking up

· Government and EULEX lead together law and order 

· Limaj: Kosovo is a state, it decides also for railways

Other headlines

· Kermabon: EULEX implements rule of law, not Ahtisaari’s plan (3)

· Haraqia sentenced to five months by the Hague Tribunal (3)

· Ferati advanced (5)

· General major Atifete Jahjaga, Police deputy director? (6)

· NGOs: Assembly to supervise EULEX (6)

· Daci dissatisfied with institutions’ leadership (9) 

Express

Front page

· Rasic doesn’t violate the law

· Five months prison

· Party’s secretary

· The train doesn’t stop 

· President’s man 

Other headlines

· Nano: Politics, or that insanity fair (2)

· Beqaj: Manipulation (3)

· The name of the compromise (4)

· EULEX with offices in Tirana and Skopje (5)

· European agenda (6)

Lajm
Front page

· The weak judiciary of UNMIK

· Dictatorships don’t die with a hit
· Opposition ‘Coexistence’ with the power

· Reforms in the hands of vice chairman’s

Other headlines

· Haraqija sentenced with 5 months, Morina with three months (2)

· Vondra: Whole west Balkans will be joining EU (2)

· We are far away from Europe (2)

· Kermabon: Implementation of rule of law and not of Ahtisaari plan  (3)

· Daci: The government is leading in a naïve way (4)

· HRW:EULEX to investigate the motivated ethnic crimes (5)

· The government will stop the illegal train (6)

Bota Sot
Front page

· Opposition: The silence of the government is encouraging the parallel structures

· Commission: Ahtisaari laws to be reviewed

· Rule of law – Joint mission of EULEX and the government

Other headlines 

· Vondra: The whole west Balkans to join the EU, together with Kosovo (2)

· Haraqija and Morina sentenced (3)

· EULEX to investigate the motivated ethnic crimes  (4)

· No executive head, Sadri Ferati administrative secretary (5)

· The assembly to monitor the work of EULEX (5)

InfoPress 
Front page

· Trouble with Serbia

· Ex spokesman of the Police in the AAK

· The fate of the six point plan after the EULEX deployment and the large reduction of UNMIK staff

Other headlines 

· Rule of law in the north (2)

· Assembly to monitor EULEX (2)

· Haraqija and Morina sentenced (2)

· “Chief” with limited competencies (4)

· Serb police under EULEX command (5)

Belgrade Media Highlights

· Ivanko: There is no agreement between Belgrade and UNMIK (Tanjug) 

· Limdal: EULEX may open network of offices (B92/Beta)

· Bush: Main task of KFOR remains safety (Tanjug)

· Bogdanovic: Serbia resolute in finding the full truth (RTS)

Ivanko: There is no agreement between Belgrade and UNMIK (Tanjug) 

UNMIK spokesman Alexander Ivanko said that UNMIK officials were not informed about the entry of a Serbian Railways train into Kosovo, and that there is no agreement between UNMIK and Belgrade. Belgrade has not discussed this issue with UNMIK. We regret this. We weren’t informed that this train will arrive in Kosovo. There is no agreement that would allow free entry of trains from Serbia to Kosovo,” said Ivanko.

Limdal: EULEX may open network of offices (B92/Beta)

Besides Belgrade, EULEX is considering opening offices in other cities like Tirana and Skopje, mission spokeswoman Karin Limdal has told B92. Limdal said that no formal talks had yet been held with the Serbian government on opening an office, meaning that she could not give a precise date for its opening. “All 27 EU member-states agree with the possibility of opening national EULEX offices, not just in Belgrade, but in other cities in the region, such as Tirana and Skopje,“ she said. The EULEX spokeswoman said that these offices would be manned by one or two experts, whose goal would be to offer technical support and cooperate with Interpol and Europol on combating organized crime. “We’ve not yet officially discussed this with the Serbian government, but we believe that Belgrade will see the need to open an office, especially after the signing of the six-point agreement,“ added the EULEX spokeswoman. 

Bush: Main task of KFOR remains safety (Tanjug)

US President George Bush has reported to the US Congress on the participation of American soldiers within KFOR in Kosovo, stating that the main task of those forces, which contain some 1,500 US soldiers, is to preserve the safe environment for UNMIK, EULEX and all national communities. In his annual review of the activities in the battle against terrorism and in peace operations in which USA is involved, Bush has reminded that the original KFOR mission, established by UNSCR 1244, was to verify and implement the military-technical Kumanovo Accord, as signed by NATO and Serbia in 1999, after the intervention of the Alliance against then FR Yugoslavia.

Bogdanovic: Serbia resolute in finding the full truth (RTS)

Serbian Minister for Kosovo Goran Bogdanovic has stated that the state is fully determined to shed light on all injustices that happened to the Kosovo Serbs from 1998 onward, and to bring all the culprits to justice. Serbia will undertake actions before the judiciary bodies and international organizations in order to reveal the truth about the murdered and kidnapped, Bogdanovic said during the visit to the Association of Families of the Kidnapped and Missing from Kosovo. He has reminded that the government has accepted the deployment of EULEX in the province and there is no reason for that mission not to open its bureau in Belgrade. That might help the families of the missing and kidnapped persons to find out what had happened to their loved ones, assessed Bogdanovic.

Disclaimer
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