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· Marty: I am not accusing Thaçi directly (dailies)

· Thaçi sends letter to CoE Secretary General: Investigate us (Express)

· AAK wants Shala Prime Minister (Koha Ditore)

· Dell and Thaçi dine together (Express)

· Haziri: LDK favours a broad-based government (Express)

· Candidates’ votes manipulated at the counting centre (Koha Ditore)

· European Parliamentarians express regret for manipulation of elections (Koha Ditore)

· EULEX returns to Limaj case (Koha Ditore)

· EULEX, close to official indictment of KFOR members (Koha Ditore) 

· KIA starts with the north (Zëri) 

· Agreement on Serbian license plates (Zëri)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Marty: I am not accusing Thaçi directly (dailies)

In an exclusive interview for the Swiss web portal albinfo.ch, the author of the report on organ trafficking Dick Marty said he never opposed independence of Kosovo as such but has criticized the legal aspect in which it was declared. He said his report is not aimed against the Kosovo or Albanian communities. “I know the search for truth can cause pain but it was never my intention to criticize, even less so to criminalise a community,” said Marty.

Commenting on previous investigations into allegations of organ trade, Marty said those cannot even be called investigations. He said the ICTY had dispatched a fact-finding mission to Albania’s north where the investigators collected a number of technical evidence but they never followed up on it. He said if his report is carefully read, one will see that the KLA is not criticized or criminalized but noted that there were certain groups within the KLA which should be subject of an investigation. “I repeat, if you read carefully, you will understand that I don’t directly involve Mr. Thaçi in organ trafficking. Certain names are mentioned there but not Mr. Thaçi’s name,” said Marty.

Thaçi sends letter to CoE Secretary General: Investigate us (Express)

Express reports in the leading front-page story that outgoing Kosovo Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi has sent an official note to the Council of Europe in relation to the report by CoE rapporteur Dick Marty. 

Thaçi sent a letter to CoE Secretary General Torbjorn Jagland calling on all competent authorities especially EULEX to do everything in their power to find out what has happened. The paper claims to have a copy of the letter in which Thaçi also calls for investigations into Marty’s allegations.

“I believe it is of great importance for investigations to start as soon as possible. Moreover, I strongly provide all guarantees that that the Government of Kosovo will fully cooperate in investigations by EULEX surrounding such claims,” Thaçi wrote in his letter.

AAK wants Shala Prime Minister (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that Blerim Shala, AAK principal deputy leader, according to a source from inside this party, said that the leader of AAK, Ramush Haradinaj, is in favor of a coalition with PDK. According to Koha.net, the Haradinaj’s party is said to be ready to enter the government if, in exchange, they get the post of Prime Minister instead of the post of the President, as it was speculated until now. According to Koha.net, Haradinaj has foreseen some conditions on that. According to the source, the condition of AAK is that the Prime Minister of the new government to be the deputy head of AAK, Blerim Shala instead of the President.

Dell and Thaçi dine together (Express)

Express reports that in efforts to find the best solution on the eve of the new government, outgoing Prime Minister Thaçi dined with U.S. Ambassador to Kosovo Christopher Dell in a restaurant in the outskirts of Pristina. Klan Kosova reported last night that ICO chief Pieter Feith too attended dinner.

Dell said the dinner was readiness for cooperation in the future. “This is the first time this year that I am meeting the Prime Minister. The aim is to continue our earlier cooperation,” he added.

Asked if they discussed which people are not suitable for the new government, Dell was quoted as saying, “Such things are not discussed in friendly dinners”.

Haziri: LDK favours a broad-based government (Express)

Express reports that in an interview for Klan Kosova, LDK deputy leader Lutfi Haziri said the LDK is against a government coalition with the Kosovo Democratic Party (PDK). Haziri however said his party never ruled out the possibility of joining a broad-based government. He also added that the LDK has certain conditions for joining a broad-based government such as urgent reforms of the elections process.
Candidates’ votes manipulated at the counting centre (Koha Ditore)

The paper criticizes the Central Elections Commission for not only being unable to control commissioners it has approved by itself but also for not being able to keep under control the staff working at the counting and results centre who, according to the paper, are manipulating the votes of candidates inside political parties. Recently, the CEC has fired three staff from the counting centre after they added or removed votes for certain candidates. However, sources told the paper that the only sanction the three staff got was not payment of their allowances. 

European Parliamentarians express regret for manipulation of elections (Koha Ditore)

In a recent debate of the European Parliament Foreign Policy Committee, rapporteur for Kosovo Ulrike Lunacek rejected allegations by some European MPs that the manipulation of elections and the recent report issued by Dick Marty prove that independence of Kosovo was a hasty thing. “We are not here to question independence of Kosovo because that is a fact. This cannot be linked to a report about which we have not discussed,” said Lunacek. On elections however, Lunacek said manipulations were noted on 12 December voting as well as during the repeat of voting on 9 January. Lunacek said manipulations were ‘organised’. She announced that the European Parliament will send no observers for the repeated elections set to take place in Mitrovica.

EULEX returns to Limaj case (Koha Ditore)

EULEX has returned with actions in the case of investigation in Ministry of Transport and Telecommunications. Police of the EU mission has raided few companies in the Pristina region, Peja and Prizren who have profited from the tenders of Ministry of Transport and Telecommunications. Sources of the newspaper have said that the raids in these three municipalities have been done in companies who benefited from the tenders of the road building from Fushë Kosova in direction of Peja. EULEX conducted a search operation also on Tuesday in Gjilan but not related to the Ministry of Transport tenders. The road companies Tali and Magjistrala have been raided because of the investigation about one tender in Gjilan municipality granted in 2007. Sources of the newspaper have said that the investigation about the case in MTPT and all the other controversial tenders have never stopped, while now EULEX is trying to come to the closure of the case. 

EULEX, close to official indictment of KFOR members (Koha Ditore) 

Koha Ditore reports that EULEX is expected to raise charges against a network of smuggling with fuel. This daily notes that the indictment will also involve five Kosovo citizens, owners of different companies, suspected for cooperation with one of the leaders of KFOR Ukrainian contingent for years, who since 2006 until 2009 imported fuel with the explanation that it will be used for KFOR needs. In this manner, they avoided tax for the fuel distributed to Kosovar market. Ukrainian KFOR members have concluded their mission in Kosovo several months ago and returned to their country. 

KIA starts with the north (Zëri) 

Zëri reports that Kosovo Intelligence Agency has started to operate in the entire territory of Kosovo and they have even penetrated in the northern part of Mitrovica, where Kosovo institutions have not managed to stretch their authority. KIA officials, who preferred to remain unanimous, have confirmed functioning of the first intelligence service for this daily. According to them, after the conclusion of the first and second trainings of informers, they have started operating in the entire Kosovo territory, not leaving aside the north of Mitrovica. “Agents of this service have started to act in the field, including country’s sensitive point, the north of Kosovo,” said a senior official of the Intelligence Service. 

Agreement on Serbian license plates (Zëri)

The paper quotes sources from north Mitrovica as saying a verbal agreement was reached on the issue of Serbian license plates between Serb authorities, international institutions and Kosovo institutions. According to the agreement, Serbian administration will no longer issue special license plates for vehicles of Kosovo Serbs while the Kosovo Police will not confiscate the existing plates. 

Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore
Front page

· EULEX returns to Limaj case

· Dick Marty clears Thaçi and KLA

· Alliance for the Future of Kosovo wants Blerim Shala as Prime Minister

· EULEX close to raising charges against KFOR members

· Two former Serb ministers accept Kosovar nationality

· European MPs express regret over election manipulations

Other headlines

· Votes of candidates are being manipulated even in the CCR (2)

· Ali Berisha prefers Haradinaj as PM and Thaçi as President (3)

· SEEMO/IPI condemns attack against Halil Matoshi (7)

Zëri
Front page

· KIA starts with the north

· Marty: I am not accusing Thaçi directly

· Millionaires with state funds

· Krasniqi alone in Strasbourg

· Raids again

· Thaçi to listen to internationals

· Agreement on Serbian license plates

Other headlines

· Strasbourg criticizes elections in Kosovo (2)

· EU hasn’t conditioned Serbia (2)

· Dialogue with Pristina, this year (2)

· Tahiri: No coalition with the PDK (4)

· CEC annuls two polling stations (4)

· Elections delay liberalization (5)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· EULEX searches four companies for Ministry of Transport tenders

· Marty clears himself for the report

· CEC, close to certification of results 

· Editorial: Dependable from internationals, three years on   

Other headlines

· LDK waiting for increase (2)

· Krasniqi in Strasbourg, waiting for CoE Assembly (2)

· Thaçi, letter to CoE Assembly (2)

· Serbia expects results from talks with Kosovo (2)

· Quarter of a million for revote in Mitrovica (3)

· Auditing of parties to be published after elections (3)

· At border crossings – temporary plates for Serb citizens (14)

· Mitrovica, target of political envoys (15)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· Isufi: We decide not Ramush

· Marty softens his words, but remains harmful for Kosovo

· AKR has the key for integration of the north

Other headlines

· Elections in Kosovo do not fulfill the standards (2)

· Jakup Krasniqi visits Strasbourg (2)

· Djelic: Pristina –Belgrade dialogue starts this year (2)

· Kosovo and Turkey with excellent relations (6)

· Results of 11 polling stations annulled (6)

Express

Front page

· Thaçi: Investigate us

· EULEX back to work

· His story

· Ramush’s condition

Other headlines

· Mushkolaj: Broken passwords (2)

· Bushati: Manipulation over manipulation (3)

· Haziri: LDK favours broad-based government (4)

· Dell and Thaçi dine together (5)

· Results of polling stations close (5)

· Preparations for Mitrovica (5)

· Serbs both EU and Kosovo (6)

· Urgent changes (6)

· Fighting smuggling (12)

Bota Sot
Front page

· AAK and AKR still don’t have a decision for coalition
· Again annulled polling stations in Skenderaj

Other headlines

· Dell and Thaçi had dinner together (2)
· Fails the building of the Ibrahim Rugova Boulevard!? (5)

· Teki Dervishi: The efforts of internationals to mandate one of its own government, and not of Kosovo  (5)
· EULEX raids four companies in Kosovo (6)

· Reactions after the removal of Prizren municipality emblem (6)

Infopress
Front page

· Also Kosovo delegation in CE

· Marty tries to excuses himself

· CEC annuls 4 polling stations

Other headlines

· Mitrovica in electoral campaign (2)

· Election did not fulfil standards (3)

· Who initiated Marty’s report? (5)

· IMF will allow Kosovo to use 300 million euro’s (7) 
· EULEX raids six companies (10)
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