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· UN cannot annul independence of Kosovo (dailies)

· France and Britain break the ice over Kosovo (dailies)

· Countries recognising independence of Kosovo (dailies)

· First Ambassadors to Kosovo (Koha Ditore)

· Albania recognizes Kosovo right after USA (dailies)

· Bloc of Islamic countries supports Kosovo’s independence (Zëri)

· UNMIK waits for instructions from New York in regards to declaration of independence (Zëri)

· Kosovo Serbs protest against declaration of independence (dailies)

· Petkovic and Scepanovic withdraw (Express)

Kosovo Media Highlights

UN cannot annul independence of Kosovo (dailies)
The UN Security Council on Monday held an emergency session to discuss recent events in Kosovo, but Koha Ditore says that by the time Serbian President, Boris Tadic, arrived in New York, three of the five countries with veto power in the Security Council had already recognized the independence of Kosovo. 

Tadic in the session said that the declaration is “illegal” and Serbia will never recognize it. According to Tadic, the independence of Kosovo sets a precedent and warned that Serbia will downgrade diplomatic relations with countries that recognize an independent Kosovo.

Meanwhile, Russia’s Ambassador to the UN, Vitaly Churkin, said the independence of Kosovo is in violation of international law and as such is an illegal act. 

UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon is said not to have clarified his future steps with regards to Kosovo but did not consider the declaration “illegal”. “UNMIK will continue to consider Resolution 1244 as the legal framework for its mission,” he said.

Zëri writes that the UN Security Council debate on Kosovo was futile and that it did not change anything. The paper also quotes U.S. Ambassador to the UN, Zalmay Khalilzad, saying, “It’s good to agree, this issue is over.”
France and Britain break the ice over Kosovo (dailies)

All dailies cover the meeting of the European Union Foreign Ministers held on Monday in Brussels. One day after the declaration of Kosovo’s independence, most EU countries said they support independence and will recognize it. Koha Ditore notes that 22 EU countries support Kosovo’s independence, 17 EU countries said they will recognize it soon, some countries will wait, and five countries will not recognize it. But the European Union says it has “passed the test of unity over Kosovo”.

The paper also notes that Great Britain and France broke the ice in the afternoon. French Foreign Minister Bernard Kouchner confirmed that France has decided to recognize Kosovo’s independence. At the same time, British Foreign Secretary, David Milliband, confirmed that London has decided to recognize Kosovo’s independence.

Countries recognising independence of Kosovo (dailies)
Koha Ditore carries a list outlining where EU countries stand on the issue of recognition: 
Recognized: France, Germany

Have expressed their “will to recognize it” and will do so in coming days: Italy, Austria, Poland, Denmark, Belgium, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania and Luxembourg 

Have expressed their will to recognize but will wait longer: Portugal, Malta 
Will not recognize: 

Cyprus, Spain, Rumania, Slovakia, Greece 

First ambassadors to Kosovo (Koha Ditore)
The paper reports that after recognition of Kosovo’s independence by their respective States, diplomatic representatives have officially established bilateral relations with Kosovo thus becoming Ambassadors in Kosovo.

The first of these was British diplomat, David Blunt, who presented President Fatmir Sejdiu the letter of accreditation by Britain’s Prime Minister, Gordon Brown. “These letters formally confirm the will of the United Kingdom to recognize Kosovo as an independent and sovereign state,” Blunt said in both Albanian and Serbian languages.

Blunt was followed by now-French Ambassador, Delphine Borione, who also presented accreditation to Sejdiu, followed by U.S. diplomat Tina Kaidanow and later by the Turkish representative,  Mustafa Sarnic. 

Albania recognizes Kosovo right after USA (dailies)
Only a few hours after the U.S. State Department issued a statement recognizing the new state of Kosovo, Albania also recognized the independence of Kosovo. Albanian Prime Minister Sali Berisha accompanied by Foreign Minister Lulzim Basha released a statement clearly expressing the will of Albania to recognize the new state. “I will call a meeting tomorrow of the Council of Ministers to set up diplomatic relations between Republic of Albania and Republic of Kosovo at the ambassadorial level,” Berisha said in the statement.

Bloc of Islamic countries supports Kosovo’s independence (Zëri)

Zëri reports that the headquarters of the Islamic Conference has issued a press release saying that Islamic nations wish the people of Kosovo and its government success in its efforts to build a strong and successful country. 

UNMIK waits for instructions from in regards to the declaration of independence (Zëri)
UNMIK’s administration will wait for instructions from the United Nations in regards to its position on the declaration of Kosovo’s independence. 

“I cannot speak about any position, but what I can say that we have watched closely what happened in Kosovo and that UNMIK’s chief has reported this to New York,” said UNMIK spokesman, Russell Geekie. 

“Now we are waiting for further instructions from New York. I cannot talk about the time, when these instructions will come,” he added. 

Kosovo Serbs protest against declaration of independence (dailies)

Dailies report on protests by Kosovo Serbs on Monday in northern Mitrovica, Gracanica and Shtrpce against the declaration of Kosovo’s independence.  At the protest in Mitrovica, local Serb leader, Marko Jaksic, called on Serbian leaders in Belgrade to support Kosovo Serbs and fight with all means available. “God, Serbia and Russia are with us,” Jaksic is quoted as saying in Express.

The paper reports that around 3,000 Serbs gathered in Gracanica Monastery to protest against independence. Serb political and religious leaders told the protesters not to abandon their homes in Kosovo and called on IDPs to return.  
Zvonko Mihajlovic, a radical Kosovo Serb leader, told protesters in Shtrpce that Serbia would never recognize an independent Kosovo. 
Petkovic and Scepanovic withdraw (Express)

Some of the Serbian MPs from the Assembly of Kosovo have opposed the decision to declare independence, saying that this will never be accepted by the Serbs.

They sent a letter to UNMIK Chief Joachim Rücker requesting him to annul the decision alleging that the Serbian MPs were not allowed speak in the Kosovo Parliament. 

At press conference held in Caglavica, PDS leader Slavisa Petkovic and PPS leader Mihailo Scepanovic said that they will leave the Assembly. They also said that from now on they will not participate in the parliamentary meetings, will continue to receive their salaries. 

Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore

Front page
· Europe and America recognise us

· France and Britain broke the ice

· On behalf of the American people, I recognise Kosovo

· UN cannot annul Kosovo’s independence

· Albania recognises independent Kosovo immediately after the USA
Other headlines
· First ambassadors to Kosovo (3)
· Republic of Kosovo expects massive recognition (5)

· First ten basic laws of statehood proceeded in the Assembly (5)

· Kosovo Serbs ask Serbia if they should live in Kosovo (6)

· The bakery of an Albanian burned in Belgrade (6)

· Serbia “annuls” Kosovo’s independence (7)

· Serbs in the north “vote” against independence (7)

· Kosovo – the catalyser of European Union (10)

· Attack through bombs directed by Belgrade (15)

· Blast in police station in the north on Mitrovica (15)

· Some Serb custom officials did not miss the work (15)

· Serbian MUP brings criminal charges against Sejdiu, Thaçi and Krasniqi (19)

Zëri

Front page   
· Kosovo state recognised by USA, Great Britain, France, Germany, Italy…
· Editorial:  March of history

· George Bush: Kosovar are now independent

· An empty debate in the Security Council, known stances reiterated

· Rice: USA recognises Kosovo as an independent state

· Miliband: Great Britain establishes diplomatic relations with independent Kosovo

· What is the last goal of Serb policy against Kosovo’s independence?

· Assembly approves Ahtisaari package laws
Other headlines

· The block of Islamic countries supports Kosovo’s independence (2)
· UNMIK waits instructions from the UN on independence declaration (2)

· Sejdiu and Thaçi met ambassadors of the countries that were the first to recognise the Republic of Kosovo (3)

· Citizens celebrate the recognition of the Republic of Kosovo by western countries (4)

· Afghanistan recognised the state of Kosovo (5)

· NATO says Kosovo is calm and there is no need for enforcement (5)

· Engel: I have been and I will always be alongside Kosovo (5)

· Hillary Clinton and Barrack Obama ask for fast recognition of Kosovo (5)

· Albania recognised Kosovo and established diplomatic relations (5)

· Serbian MUP brought criminal charges against Sejdiu, Thaçi and Krasniqi! (7)

· Kostunica demands interruption, but appeals for protests (7)

· Serbs in the north protest against declaration of Kosovo’s independence (8)

· Three Serb deputies leave the Assembly, but not the salaries (8)

· Gracanica Serbs in protest against independence (8)

· Strpce Serbs protested against independence (8)

· EU condemns violence in Belgrade and Mitrovica (8)

· Molotov cocktail against Albanian’s bakery (9)

· Australia support Kosovo’s independence (10)

· Rebels in Chechnya hailed Kosovo’s independence (10)
Kosova Sot

Front page   
· USA, Britain, France, Germany, Italy, Belgium, Ireland, Turkey, Afghanistan, Taiwan, Australia have recognised the state of Kosovo

· Over one billion Euros for the state of Kosovo

· Editorial: Americans and Europeans keep the promise

· Sejdiu and Thaçi, letter to 192 countries

· Moscow remains isolated

· Diplomatic offices officialize the recognition of independence
 

Other headlines

· Slovenia to recognise Kosovo’s independence on Thursday (3)

· Two states, one nation (5)
· Independence cake fails (8)

· Kosovo after independence (6)we formed the state, let’s get back to work (8)
Epoka e Re

Front page   
· Internationally, a state

· Bush kept the word

· The most powerful European and world countries have recognised the independence of the Republic of Kosovo
Other headlines

· Kosovo – a unique case (2)
· Independence, the main topic in foreign media (2)

· USA recognises Kosovo as an independent and sovereign state (3)

· 192 countries to recognise Kosovo (4)

· The approval of first laws of Ahtisaari package today (4)

· Kosovo flag will wave in the UN as well (5)

· Russia’s and Serbia’s last effort fails as well (5)

· MUP has denounced Sejdiu, Thaçi and Krasniqi (5)

· Rücker to annul the decision for independence (8)

· Don’t run away! (8)

· The north of Mitrovica protests (13)
Express

Front page

· Good bless America

· Serbia enlightened independence

· Appeal to Russian brothers

· European Union, separately

· First recognitions
Other headlines

· Boris Tadic cries in front of the Security Council (3)
· They recognise us formally (4)

· The first draft of the constitution published (4)

· The review of Ahtisaari laws commences (5)

· They withdraw the ambassadors (5)

· Petkovic and Scepanovic withdraw (5)
· Serbian MUP, criminal charges against Sejdiu, Thaçi and Krasniqi (7)

· Sad ones (7)

· Protest against independence (8)

Lajm
Front page
· Express recognition

· Declaration of independence hailed

· Pacolli congratulates independence to Jashari and Haradinaj families
Other headlines

· France in the quality of the leader of Europe (2)
· Security Council discussed Kosovo in a closed session (2)

· Liaison offices transform into embassies (2)

· Kosovo, an independent and sovereign state (3)

· 57 countries members of the Islamic conference recognise independence (3)

· Functioning of the state starts (4)

· Penal charges against Bush, Sejdiu, Thaçi and Krasniqi! (4)

· Serb deputies hope on 1244 resolution (4)

· Serb hooligans demolish Albanian properties in Belgrade (4)

· Waits for instructions from New York (4)

· For Macedonia, Kosovo’s independence acceptable (5)

· Assembly to discuss first ten laws of Ahtisaari (5)
Bota Sot
Front page
· International recognition of Kosovo starts

· On behalf of American people, I recognise Kosovo as an independent and sovereign state


Other headlines 
· USA recognises Kosovo as an independent state (2)
· Obelisk of independence in the centre of Pristina (3)

· Ibrahim Rugova’s peaceful policy has finally been accepted (4)

· We are waiting for instructions from New York (5)

· Afghanistan recognises the state of Kosovo (5)

· Japan will recognise Kosovo (7)

· Kosovo will not be a precedent (7)
InfoPress 
Front page
· The world recognises Kosovo

· On behalf of American people, I recognise Kosovo
· Thaçi: recognition will continue every hour and every day
· Belgrade starts its diplomatic reaction
· Kosovo is not on sale
Other headlines 
· Awaiting recognition (2)

· Pristina dawns with three embassies (4)

· EU countries to decide individually (5)

· Martyrs got honoured (7)

· Thirst for independence celebration (7)
Belgrade Media Highlights

· Ban Ki-moon: UNMIK continues to work in adherence to UNSCR 1244 (Beta)

· Serbian President urges UN SC to immediately annul Kosovo’s act of unilateral secession (Radio Beograd)

· Government recalls Serbian ambassador to Washington (Radio Beograd)

· Russian Parliament condemned unilateral declaration of independence (Tanjug)

· China concerned over proclaimed independence of Kosovo (RTS)

· US officially recognizes Kosovo (Tanjug)

· Britain recognized Kosovo (Tanjug/Beta)

· EU Council of Ministers: Member-states deciding on Kosovo (Tanjug)

· Prodi: EU has not left Serbia (Beta)

· Romanian Parliament adopted declaration on stand towards Kosovo (Beta)

· Kostunica calls upon citizens to stop all protests leading to violence, disorder (Radio Beograd)

· Protest in Belgrade over independence of Kosovo (Beta/Tanjug)

· Serbs in Kosovo rejected independence (Tanjug)

Ban Ki-moon: UNMIK continues to work in adherence to UNSCR 1244 (Beta)

UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has announced at the UN SC session on Kosovo that UNMIK will continue to work in adherence to UNSCR 1244 as the basis for the mandate. He assessed that the province has achieved significant development since 1999. I have requested the UNMIK Head to continue to inform me about the situation on the ground, said Ki-moon. He stated that the UN has for its goal for the situation in Kosovo to remain stable and for all citizens, first of all minorities, to be protected.

Serbian President urges UN SC to immediately annul Kosovo’s act of unilateral secession (Radio Beograd)

Serbian President Boris Tadic demanded that the UN SC immediately annul the unilateral and illegal act of secession by Kosovo from Serbia and said that Serbia will invoke all political and diplomatic measures to prevent the separation of a portion of its territory. Addressing the UN SC members in New York, Tadic stressed that Serbia will never recognize independence of Kosovo and warned the international community that such recognition may become a dangerous precedent with unforeseeable consequences. Tadic stated that states that recognize independence of the Serbian province take upon themselves the responsibility for a possible ethnic cleansing of the remaining Serbs in the province.
The Serbian Government’s official web site gives the Serbian President’s speech in full. http://www.srbija.sr.gov.yu/vesti/vest.php?id=43290 

Government recalls Serbian ambassador to Washington (Radio Beograd)
Serbian Prime Minister Vojislav Kostunica stated in the Serbian Parliament that the fact the US has recognized the fictitious state of Kosovo cannot make that state a real one and that the Serbian Government has immediately recalled the Serbian Ambassador to Washington. The Serbian Government’s official web site gives the Prime Minister’s speech in full. http://www.srbija.sr.gov.yu/vesti/vest.php?id=43299 


The Serbian Parliament has confirmed the Government decision on annulling the decision of the Kosovo Assembly on unilateral proclamation of independence of the southern Serbian province. 225 MPs voted for the Government proposal while there were no sustained votes or against. The Serbian Parliament has acknowledged that Kosovo is an integral part of the constitutional-legal order of Serbia based on the Constitution and the UN Charter. The Serbian Parliament decision annuls all acts of interim self-government bodies in Kosovo on unilateral independence, because they violate Serbia’s sovereignty and territorial integrity. These acts are against the Serbian Constitution, the UN Charter, UNSCR 1244, the Helsinki Final Act and other basic norms of international law, and therefore they are null and void, stresses the adopted document.

In accordance with the action plan of the Foreign Ministry, adopted at the government session, Serbian Foreign Minister Vuk Jeremic has ordered the immediate withdrawal of Serbian ambassadors from countries that recognized unilateral declaration of Kosovo’s independence. The Ministry says in a statement that instructions have been sent to the Serbian Ambassador in Washington Ivan Vujacic, as well as to the Serbian Ambassador to France Predrag Simic and Turkey Vladimir Curgus. Ambassadors are to leave the host country within 48 hours from the moment they deliver a protest note from the Foreign Ministry and return to Serbia for consultations until further notice. 

Russian Parliament condemned unilateral declaration of independence (Tanjug)

Both houses of the Russian Duma have condemned the unilateral proclamation of Kosovo’s independence, since it violates one of the founding principles of international law - the protection of territorial integrity of states, stated Russian Duma Speaker Boris Gryzlov. He emphasized that Russia will exert maximum efforts for the UN SC to express its negative stand towards that act, which is contrary to all international norms. All references to the unique nature of this case are groundless, said Gryzlov, adding that disregard for sovereignty and territorial integrity of states will unavoidably lead to the re-tailoring of borders and reflect the entire system of international security. 

Russia is carefully monitoring the situation in Kosovo that is explosive, like Moscow supposed it would be, stated Russian Envoy for Balkans Aleksandr Botsan-Harchenko. He repeated that Moscow asks UNMIK to cancel the declaration of Kosovo’s independence, adding that UNSCR 1244 is still in power, regardless of Pristina violating it. Russia expects the session of the UN SC and will try to bring the situation back in the framework of that document, pointed out the Russian diplomat, saying that Moscow supports Serbian efforts to regain the territorial integrity of the state. 

China concerned over proclaimed independence of Kosovo (RTS)

China has expressed the deep concern over the proclamation of Kosovo’s secession from Serbia, and it called upon both sides to continue the negotiations. Spokesperson of the Chinese Foreign Ministry Liu Jianqao has reiterated the stand of China that the talks between Belgrade and Pristina are the best way to resolve the issue of Kosovo. China is deeply worried because of the serious negative impact that the declaration of Kosovo independence will have for the entire region, specifies the statement, adding that the international community should create positive conditions for peace and stability in the Balkans. 

US officially recognizes Kosovo (Tanjug)

The US has officially recognized Kosovo as an independent and sovereign country, stated US Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice. The US State Department statement reads that the establishing of diplomatic relations with Pristina will confirm special friendly relations between the people of US and Kosovo. The US Government assesses that it also confirms the friendship with Serbia. 

White House representative Dana Perino has stated that US President George Bush has announced he will give the statement on independence of Kosovo on Tuesday. The statement will refer to Kosovo and its declaration of independence, specified Perino, who was with the President on the plane from Arusha to Dar es Salaam in Tanzania, reports Reuters. Earlier, in a direct link from Tanzania, Bush told NBC that the people of Kosovo are independent, but did not say when the US will recognize unilaterally proclaimed independence of the province. 

Britain recognized Kosovo (Tanjug/Beta)

Great Britain has recognized unilaterally proclaimed independence of Kosovo, the British Embassy in Belgrade confirmed to Tanjug. British Foreign Minister David Milliband gave a short statement on this to the press after the EU Council of Ministers in Brussels, while an official statement of the government in London is also expected.

Earlier British Prime Minister Gordon Brown has stated that the stand of Serbia should be taken into consideration, regardless of how the world will react to the proclamation of Kosovo independence. At a press conference, Brown refused to say what is the position of Great Britain regarding the declaration of independence in Kosovo. 

EU Council of Ministers: Member-states deciding on Kosovo (Tanjug)

At the session in Brussels, the EU Council of Ministers has taken to knowledge Sunday’s resolution of the Kosovo Assembly on the declaration of that province’s independence, it has been stated from the Union headquarters. The Council has concluded that the recognizing of unilaterally proclaimed independence should be decided upon by individual member-states, in accordance with their national practice and legal regulations. While stating that the EU is dedicated to the respect of the UN Charter and Final Helsinki Act, the ministers have assessed that the case of Kosovo is unique and that it does not create a precedent in international law. Serbian agencies are pointing that it practically means that the EU guarantees to all states except Serbia that their right to sovereignty and territorial integrity will be respected. 

Chairman of the EU Council of Ministers, Slovenian Foreign Minister Dimitrij Rupel has stated in Brussels that he believes that many EU member-states will recognize unilateral secession of Kosovo from Serbia. Prior to the beginning of the session of the Council of Ministers, Rupel said that every EU member is free to decide on that. He pointed that he does not see a division in the Union regarding the Kosovo issue. We were united when it was most important, i.e. when deciding to send the EU Mission to the province, stated the Slovenian Foreign Minister.

Spain and Cyprus are blocking the adoption of a joint EU platform to acknowledge independence of Kosovo, Tanjug quotes the diplomatic sources from the session of the EU Council of Ministers in Brussels, where a heated debate on the text of conclusions is ongoing. Cyprus is opposing any platform that would open the door to the recognition of the secession of Kosovo, while Spain is offering its own draft of the conclusions, different from the one proposed by the Slovenian presidency of the Union. Tanjug reports that the key difference is in the fact that the Slovenian text does not mention international law, but does mention the possibility of having relations with the independent state of Kosovo. 

Spain and Romania will not recognize the unilaterally proclaimed independence of Kosovo, as that act is in discord with international law, stated in Brussels the ministers of those two countries – Miguel Angel Moratinos and Mihail Ungureanu. Earlier, Romanian President Traian Basesku has assessed that the secession of Kosovo from Serbia is an illegal act. While stating that the position of Bucharest will stay unchanged, Basesku said that Romania would undertake all diplomatic efforts to find allies to protect her national and regional interests. 

The authorities in Nicosia will never recognize independence of Kosovo, as it represents drastic violation of the territorial integrity of Serbia, stated Cypriot Foreign Minister Erato Kozakou-Markoulis in Brussels. She pointed that the decision of the Kosovo Assembly on unilateral proclamation of independence represents an illegal act of secessionism, which violated the Final Helsinki Act and UNSCR 1244, as documents that guarantee the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Serbia. According to Mikoulis, Cyprus remains at the stand that the solution for the status of Kosovo can only be found through negotiations under the auspices of the SC. 

Prodi: EU has not left Serbia (Beta)

Italian Prime Minister Romano Prodi has stated in Bologna that Serbia should not feel as if being left by Europe. Our friendship with Serbia is long-lasting, so we are responsible of not letting Serbia feel deserted at this moment, said Prodi, on the occasion of the unilateral proclamation of Kosovo’s independence, adding that he had a long telephone conversation with Serbian President Boris Tadic on Sunday. I assured President Tadic that Europe and Italy are still close to his country, stated the leaving Italian Prime Minister, while assessing that independence of Kosovo was an unavoidable development of the situation. 

Romanian Parliament adopted declaration on stand towards Kosovo (Beta)

The Romanian Parliament has adopted a declaration whereby it confirmed Bucharest’s stand on non-recognition of unilaterally proclaimed independence of Kosovo. 357 deputies and senators voted for the declaration while 27 deputies belonging to the Democratic Union of Hungarians voted against. The declaration of the Romanian Parliament supports the stand of the government and president of the state regarding the non-recognition of unilaterally proclaimed independence without agreement with Belgrade, without an UN resolution and without respecting international law and the UN Charter. The declaration contains the idea that the precedent of Kosovo cannot be applied in Romania, the EU and NATO member-state that respects the rights of national communities.

Kostunica calls upon citizens to stop all protests leading to violence, disorder (Radio Beograd)

Serbian Prime Minister Vojislav Kostunica called upon citizens to stop all protests leading to violence and disorder. Kostunica said in a statement that he also invites all citizens to a peaceful protest under the slogan “Kosovo is Serbia” which state institutions and parliamentary parties will hold in Belgrade on 21 February at 5p.m. in front of the Serbian Parliament building, from where citizens will begin a protest walk to the St. Sava Temple. At 7p.m. the Serbian Orthodox Church will hold a prayer. Parliamentary parties, i.e. DSS, DS and SRS met and reached agreement on the peaceful protest, said the Prime Minister and stressed that Serbia and Kosovo must be defended in the best possible manner. 

Protest in Belgrade over independence of Kosovo (Beta/Tanjug)

Because of the unilateral proclamation of Kosovo’s independence, some 10 thousand students and citizens have protested in Belgrade. The protest began in front of the Faculty of Law and was continued in front of the Faculty of Philosophy. At the same time, NGO “Active Center” organized the protest in the main city square. Afterwards, the students and citizens joined for a protest walk through downtown Belgrade, so another few thousand people have joined. The walk ended in front of the St. Sava Temple, where prayer was held for the salvation of the Serb people in Kosovo. Protests were organized in other Serbian towns as well. 

There have been new clashes between the police and a group of hooligans. The Serbian Ministry of Interior has prevented a large group of hooligans to pass towards the embassies in downtown Belgrade, but they have still demolished a McDonald’s restaurant, as well as some windows and traffic signs. The police have broken them into smaller groups and have arrested the majority of troublemakers. Strong police forces are standing in front the embassies of US, France, Slovenia and Croatia. 

Serbs in Kosovo rejected independence (Tanjug)

Thousands of Serbs have protested in northern Kosovska Mitrovica, while rejecting the creation of a quasi-Albanian state on Serbian territory. Kosovo Serb leader Marko Jaksic has pointed out that Serbia and Serbs are opposing the creation of the new Albanian state in the Balkans, adding that those who think that 17 February was a beginning of that are delusional. In severe critics to the announced arrival of the EU Mission to the Province, Jaksic repeated that it is an illegal act, in opposition with international regulations. He invited the Serbian authorities not to sign any agreements with the EU, as according to him, it would be an indirect consent with the arrival of the EU Mission to Kosovo. Some 2,000 Serbs gathered in Gracanica, in front of the monastery, in protest against the declaration of Kosovo independence. Serbs were also protesting in Strpce and Ranilug, as well as several other towns.
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