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__________________________________________________
· Reaction in Pristina after UN Security Council debate on Kosovo (dailies)
· Zannier meets Americans, next week Europeans (Koha Ditore)

· Kosovo Serbs divided over participation in local elections (Express)

· Non-participation of Serbs in elections undermines decentralization 
(Koha Ditore)

· Grabovci: Berisha threatened to kill me (dailies)

· EULEX more of a judicial mission (Koha Ditore)

· Verdict in killings of 14 Albanian civilians issued in Belgrade (dailies)

· CPJ: Threats against reporters constitute a risk for democracy (dailies)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Reaction in Pristina after UN Security Council debate on Kosovo (dailies)
Several dailies carry the reactions of the opposition and institutions of Kosovo after the latest debate at the United Nations Security Council on the situation in Kosovo.  Koha Ditore reports that UNMIK is no longer necessary, while Zëri says that UNMIK is physically present in Kosovo but without any functions.
Koha Ditore reports that the UN Security Council session was characterized by the clash between Kosovo Foreign Minister Skënder Hyseni and his Serbian counterpart, Vuk Jeremic. The group of states led by Russia called for UNMIK to maintain a leading role in Kosovo, while the majority of ambassadors said that UNMIK can play a role in interethnic reconciliation.
Koha Ditore quotes Deputy Prime Minister Hajredin Kuçi as saying, “UNMIK de facto doesn’t function in Kosovo. We want a transition and we had an understanding on this. We don’t want a confrontation, but we think that circumstances have changed and in the new environment UNMIK is not necessary.”
Ibrahim Makolli, deputy leader of the New Kosovo Alliance, shared Kuçi’s opinion, adding that the UN mission in Kosovo has lost the chance to prove itself. “For 10 years now UNMIK had a chance to do so and it only proved its inability. Some of UNMIK’s actions have even furthered the divisions [between communities], therefore, we believe the time has come for the end of UNMIK,” Makolli added.

Zëri reports on the front page that government officials and MPs in Pristina believe that UNMIK no longer has a function in Kosovo. However, they add that the firm position of Russia and some other countries against Kosovo’s independence are keeping UN SC resolution 1244 and UNMIK in power. Kosovar representatives once again called on United Nations authorities to end their mission in Kosovo.

The paper quotes Deputy Prime Minister Kuçi as saying, “it’s not about cooperating or not with UNMIK; the problem is that this mission is now over.”
Zannier meets Americans, next week Europeans (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that the head of UNMIK, Lamberto Zannier, after participating in the meeting of the UN Security Council, travelled to Washington, D.C., on Thursday where he was scheduled to take part in meetings with American officials in the evening (European time). According to officials of the UN mission in Kosovo, Zannier will stay in the American capital for two days, and meet with the officials of the State Department and Congress. 
“The SRSG travelled today [Thursday] to Washington to take pat in meetings with American officials. The meetings are scheduled for Thursday and Friday,” said UNMIK Spokesman Alexander Ivanko. According to Ivanko, the topic of discussion remains unknown; during the meetings different issues can be raised. However, the newspaper’s sources in the UN mission have said that Zannier’s mission is to build more fruitful relations with American diplomacy.

However, Washington will not be the final destination of the head of the UN Mission. After the meetings with American officials, Zannier will travel next week to Brussels to meet European officials. “He will visit Brussels on Monday. Regular meetings are on the agenda with European officials”, said Ivanko.

Even in this case, the details of the meetings were not disclosed. However, the European mission for the rule of law, EULEX, respects the provisions of resolution 1244, implementation of which is the responsibility of UNMIK, and it is expected that issues of coordination of activities will be raised.
Kosovo Serbs divided over participation in local elections (Express)

Express reports that members of the Kosovo Serb community lack a unified position on their eventual participation in upcoming local elections, which are scheduled for November 15. The political representatives of Kosovo Serbs living in the northern part of the country – where Pristina has very little to authority – are against participation in local elections. Serb political leaders from central Kosovo have shown encouraging signs that Serbs there will take part in the elections process.

Milan Ivanovic, the radical leader of northern Serbs, told AFP recently that Serbs would not participate in Kosovo elections, because Serbs do not recognize the illegal declaration of the state of Kosovo or their institutions. 

On the other hand, Rada Trajkovic, a Kosovo Serb political leader living in Gracanica, told the paper that participation in elections constitutes an opportunity for the institutional legitimacy of Serbs in Kosovo and for this to be acknowledged by the international community.

Non-participation of Serbs in elections undermines decentralization 
(Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that official Pristina accepts that the non-participation of the Serb community in the elections could endanger the creation of new municipalities, which needs to be done with the consent of both parties. The International Civilian Office will encourage Serb participation. In the meantime, the Serbian government representatives say that the chances are very small for the participation of the Serbs in these elections. 
Secretary of State in the Serb ministry for Kosovo Oliver Ivanovic told Koha Ditore that it is very unlikely that Serbs will participate in the local elections in Kosovo. “The government in Belgrade still does not have a stance on this. I think that it is far from being defined. I think the chances are small, very small, that the Serbian Government will allow participation of the Serb community in these elections,” he said.
Grabovci: Berisha threatened to kill me (dailies)

During the Kosovo Assembly session yesterday, Deputy Minister of Transport and Telecommunications Adem Grabovci claimed that he received death threats over the telephone from Deçan Mayor Musa Berisha. Berisha, an AAK member, is said to have told Grabovci of the PDK not to mention his name or his party’s leader’s name, Ramush Haradinaj, anymore in public or in the media.

Berisha denied the allegations. In a statement to Zëri, he confirmed the telephone conversation with Grabovci, but said that he did not threaten to kill him.

EULEX more of a judicial mission (Koha Ditore)

The paper writes that the EU mission in Kosovo is more engaged in the judicial field than in its other two components, customs and police. The paper reports that EULEX currently has 32 judges and 20 prosecutors in Kosovo and the number is expected to rise further. EULEX Spokesperson Kristiina Herodes said the three components of EULEX cannot be compared to one another, but added that people in Kosovo have more expectations in the field of judiciary. 

Verdict in killings of 14 Albanian civilians issued in Belgrade (dailies)

Papers report that the District Court in Belgrade rendered the verdict on the killing of 14 Albanian civilians in Podujeva during the 1999 war. The former members of the Serb special police force “Scorpions” were sentenced to a total of 75 years in prison. Zeljko Djukic, Dragan Medic and Dragan Borojevic were sentenced to 20 years each while the fourth, Milorad Solaja was given 15 years.
CPJ: Threats against reporters constitute a risk for democracy (dailies)
Dailies report that the New York-based Committee for the Protection of Journalists (CPJ) has sent a letter to Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi calling on him to publicly condemn and investigate the threats against reporter Jeta Xharra and some of her colleagues in Kosovo.

CPJ noted in its letter that the threats sent to Xharra by electronic mail were reported to the local police but so far no arrests have been made. The letter also says that the threatening messages against Xharra and her colleagues are damaging and constitute a threat to democracy in Kosovo. 

“The freedom of press in Kosovo must be protected because it is a fundamental human right in an independent and sustainable society,” the letter said.
Koha Ditore
Front page

· EULEX, more a judicial mission

· Kosovars consider UNMIK to be needless in Kosovo

· Podujevo massacre sentence, 75 years in prison in Belgrade

· Suspect in theft at Police sentenced for weapon possession 

Other headlines

· Accusations between AAK and Government become serious threats  (2)

· PDK calls Haradinaj to give up bullets (2)

· Zannier meets Americans, next week Europeans (3)

· With a strategy for disarmament of population (5)

· Kosovo does not have a market for major companies (9)

· Trust compensates 400,000 euros (9)

Zëri
Front page

· UNMIK physically present in Kosovo, but without functions

· AAK nominates candidates for majority of municipalities, other parties still without a single name

· Assembly discussed mid-term framework of expenses

· Threats toward journalists represent threat for democracy in Kosovo 

· Gërxhaliu says that he resigned from the board of the missing because of Enver Hasani

· Debate on decentralization of Pristina municipality fails 

Other headlines

· Minister Mujota waited on NATO official Frank Boland (2)

· Murderers of Bogujevci and Duriqi families sentenced to 75 years in prison (3)

· Albin Kurti presents three proposals for Kosovo in Sweden (6)

· Central and local level to work closely on investments’ attraction (7)

· Around 99 percent of businesses in Kosovo are small or mid-sized enterprises (7)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· Investments: Kosovo with the most complicated procedures in region

· Grabovci: I received death threat!

· 75 years of prison for killing of 14 Albanian civilians

· Editorial: Lessons on democracy

Other headlines

· USA: OK to Kosovo (2)

· UNMIK of no use (2)

· Ambassadors to be appointed in autumn (3)

· Gen. Clark gives his uniform to Kosovo (4)

· Over 2,000 weapons confiscated in a year (4)

· Rhen: Europeanisation for Kosovo (5)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· Grabovci: Musa Berisha threatened to kill me

· Kuçi: UNMIK to close its mission in Kosovo

· PDK: Elections cannot be won with bullets 

Other headlines

· 75 years in prison for crimes in Podujeva (2)

· Albin Kurti in Stockholm (2)

· Janjic: Kosovo’s membership to be opened at OSCE too (2)

· A PSD delegation for a visit to Germany (2)

· Serbs split over participation in elections (3)

· Decentralisation debate with citizens fails (3)

· Members of Assembly not happy with mid-term framework (6)

· Strategy for collection of illegal weapons drafted (7)

· Thaçi to teachers: I will raise your salaries (8)

· Kosovo – attractive for investment (9)

Express
Front page

· BIA without evidence 

· The first motorway

· Where will elections be won 

· Serbs divided over elections 

Other headlines

· Nano: Ten more days of campaign. So good! (2)

· Kurti: 2:1? (3)

· The U.S. determined for Kosovo’s success (5)

· Albin Kurti in Stockholm (6)

· He does not have competitors (6)

· Amin Sejdini released (7)

· 4.4 million investments (8)

Lajm
Front page

· Macedonia, naïve 

· Vicious politics 

· Democracy impediment 

· Confesses Kosovo problem to Sweden

Other headlines

· No citizen participated at decentralization debate (2)

· Only Russia “wants” UNMIK (2)

· Kosovo state – an example for Palestine (3)

· Ivanovic wants Serbs not to participate in elections (3)

· Ex-KLA HQ inaugurated (4)

· Prime Minister asked to defend the right of expression (5)

· Sentenced to 75 years for war crimes in Podujevo (5)

· Kacin: Macedonia’s integration has stagnated (5)

· Investments, a wish (6)

Bota Sot
Front page

· Motorway with Albania forgotten

· The assembly to declare UNMIK not welcomed
Other headlines 

· Bujar Dugolli leaves AAK  (4)

· Elections to be won with votes, not bullets! (4)

· Daci visited State Department (6)

· Successes of KSF reported on in Brussels (7)

· Hyseni: Building of institutions according to European standards (6) 

· Minister Pajaziti appeals: Give up the illegal guns (9) 
· Economy is suffering from lack of investments (10)

InfoPress 
Front page

· Renovation of the towers of freedom
· Grabovci threatened with death
Other headlines 

· 75 years in jail for Scorpions (2)

· UNMIK has to leave (3)

· NATO values the achievements of KSF (3)

· Serbs don’t go out for elections (3)

· Drugs in Shtime, suspected from Lipjan, arrested in Pristina (8)

Belgrade Media Update

· Security Council Discussed Secretary-General’s Kosovo Report

· Jeremic at UN SC: No New Recognitions of Kosovo to be Encouraged

· Churkin: Pristina’s Conduct is Unacceptable

Security Council Discussed Secretary-General’s Kosovo Report

The UN Security Council yesterday looked at the report on Kosovo of the UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, Serbian media reported. According to this report, Kosovo authorities keep on acting in line with the Constitution of the Republic of Kosovo and maintaining that resolution 1244 has no relevance any more and that therefore they have no legal obligations to honour it, Serbian Radio TV (RTS) reported. On EULEX, Ban Ki-moon said that the EU mission was operational under the authority of the UN and that it was status neutral in accordance with resolution 1244. 

Secretary-General’s report points at controversies surrounding visits of Serbian officials to Kosovo and Pristina’s statements that Belgrade officials cannot enter Kosovo, i.e. in effect south of the river Ibar, without prior clearance by the Kosovo Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The security situation in Kosovo is said to be relatively quiet with the exception of a series of incidents that broke out in Brdjani on the outskirts of Kosovska Mitrovica over reconstruction of Albanian houses.

Ban Ki-moon also said that the international community was not convinced that the Kosovo institutions were capable of organizing local elections in a proper manner. In the mean time, Kosovo President Fatmir Sejdiu has called the elections for 15 November, RTS reports. 

Head of UNMIK, Lamberto Zannier spoke about the process of reconfiguration of UNMIK and said that it was both necessary and “done timely”. Zannier said that the security situation in Kosovo was fragile and that the return figures were disappointing.

Skender Hyseni, Kosovo’s Foreign Minister called for an end to the mandate of UNMIK and said that the security situation in Kosovo was stable and that EULEX had deployed throughout Kosovo. 

Jeremic at UN SC: No New Recognitions of Kosovo to be Encouraged

Serbian Foreign Minister Vuk Jeremic said at the UN Security Council yesterday that it was of key importance for the proceedings at the International Court of Justice (ICJ) to take place without any political pressures. “The international organizations should refrain from accepting into their membership the secessionist government in Pristina. Once the ICJ pronounces its opinion, there will be a reason to jointly look at the situation again taking into consideration what the opinion says”, said Jeremic. 

Jeremic asked the Security Council to urge all sides to abide by the obligations set out in resolution 1244 and that no new recognitions of Kosovo’s independence should be encouraged, RTS reported. “Nobody must be allowed to ignore the decisions of the Security Council” said Jeremic, adding that resolution 1244 was adopted as per Chapter Seven of the UN Charter which binds all sides to fully honour its provisions.

Serbian Foreign Minister said that the “so-called Kosovo Security Force is an illegal paramilitary formation” and that it “poses a security threat and that it should be disbanded immediately”. As for the return of Serb IDPs, Jeremic said that it was “a monumental failure”. “The six-points plan must be implemented fully. One of the reasons why so far there has not been much achievement on that front is mainly due to Pristina’s refusal to accept the fact that the notorious Ahtisaari’s plan was not accepted by the Security Council, first and foremost thanks to Russia’s position of principle”, said Jeremic. 

Speaking about the issue of customs, Jeremic mentioned the CEFTA agreement, with UNMIK as a co-signatory. “The introduction of new customs stamps by the so-called general director of the Kosovo customs represents a politicization of this commercial issue” said Jeremic and stressed that the Serb officials should be allowed free entry into Kosovo to be able to help the Kosovo Serbs. “It is difficult to imagine how we could contribute positively to finding solutions on the ground if our capacity to cooperate closely with the Kosovo Serb community in the entire Kosovo was limited”, said Jeremic as quoted by RTS.

Jeremic said that the UN must continue to be the highest authority in Kosovo, as per resolution 1244 and that it should play the key role in coordinating all international organizations which operate in Kosovo under its authority. ”The reconfiguration process is coming to an end. After that, there should be no downsizing of UNMIK’s resources”, said Serbian Foreign Minister. Jeremic said that “under the current circumstances, any reduction in KFOR troops would be counterproductive” and added that “KFOR plays a positive role in Kosovo” and that its task was to “protect the enclaves and religious sites, placed on UNESCO’s list of endangered world heritage, from potential threats and attacks”.

Jeremic said that in the past three months only 30 Serbs returned to Kosovo while the number of returnees in the last year was 500. Jeremic also said that more than 40,000 claims for restitution of property had been submitted, with “so far no response at all”. According to Jeremic, UNHCR should assume the duties formerly performed by the Kosovo Property Agency.

Speaking about the UN Secretary-General’s six-points plan, Jeremic called for its full implementation. Quoting a part of Ban Ki-moon’s report, Jeremic said that “some progress has been made in that direction although no agreement has been reached yet about comprehensive or long-term arrangements”. 

Vuk Jeremic told the Serbian Radio TV (RTS) that the important thing was that “the future status of Kosovo will not be in line with Ahtisaari’s plan” and added that Martti Ahtisaari “was not a neutral negotiator”. 

Churkin: Pristina’s Conduct is Unacceptable

Permanent Representative of the Russian Federation to the United Nations, Vitaly Churkin said yesterday that Russia was concerned about the fact that Kosovo authorities keep calling for an end to UNMIK and maintaining that they have no legal obligations to implement the resolution 1244 any more, RTS reported. “We find this sort of conduct unacceptable” said Churkin and added that resolution 1244 remained fully in force and that based on it, UNMIK should carry on with its duties, some of which are to ensure that the rights of ethnic minorities are respected and that democratic standards are implemented. “There is still a lot to be done on that front”, said the Russian Ambassador to the UN. 

Dislaimer
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