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· KFOR gives another 24 hrs to northern Serbs (dailies)

· Thaçi: We are coordinated over the north (Zëri)

· Mirel: A new vision is needed for northern Kosovo (Koha)

· Government doesn’t know how to implement investments in the north (Koha) 

· Opposition and government debate over dialogue with Serbia (dailies)

· Rohrabacher suggests exchange of territories and population (Express/Epoka)
· The celebration that burned Jahjaga (Zëri) 

· Russia builds a military base in Serbia (dailies) 

Kosovo Media Highlights
KFOR gives another 24 hrs to northern Serbs (dailies)
All dailies report on the front pages that KFOR has decided to give another day to northern Serbs to remove their barricades.  If they do not, KFOR said it will remove the barricades. This is after according to Express KFOR failed on Tuesday to remove the roadblocks in northern Kosovo. Its test failed.  The two KFOR convoys were turned back by Serb hardliners. Epoka e Re reports on the front-page headline that KFOR is an army only on paper. According to the paper, “KFOR is failing to respect itself as a serious army, by giving criminals in the north another day to remove their roadblocks”. The paper also claims that the first weeks of Drews’ command have degraded the seriousness of KFOR. Under the headline KFOR’s surrender, Zëri reports that KFOR soldiers once again failed to unblock roads in the north. The paper further notes that only five Serbs stopped KFOR convoys. Kosova Sot reports on the front page that COMKFOR Erhard Drews is holding talks with all parties in order to peacefully solve the situation. 
“In general, the citizens of the north failed the test, they didn’t pass the test and now we will curiously wait to see how the meeting in Zubin Potok tomorrow will go, where discussions will be held on this issue. And if there are no satisfactory results from the meetings there, then KFOR is prepared to find another solution. Allow me to strongly emphasize that we will give no additional deadlines for thinking,” COMKFOR General Drews is quoted as saying in Koha Ditore.
Thaçi: We are coordinated over the north (Zëri)

On the day when KFOR troops were supposed to start removing roadblocks in northern Kosovo, Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi chose the village of Balincë only a few kilometres from Mitrovica, to comment on problems in the north. Thaçi said the Government of Kosovo is coordinated with international authorities in Kosovo on this issue and others important to the country. 

“The Government of Kosovo has excellent cooperation with EULEX, KFOR and all EU authorities... there is a joint responsibility and engagement to law and order in every corner of the Republic of Kosovo, these are harmonized and coordinated engagements of the Government of Kosovo and all international authorities,” Thaçi added.

Asked if KFOR will deliver on its statement to remove all roadblocks in northern Kosovo, Thaçi said, “the process to establish law and order for the free movement of citizens and goods and for strengthening territorial integrity and sovereignty is unstoppable and we have the support of the whole international community”.
Mirel: A new vision is needed for northern Kosovo (dailies)
In an interview for BIRN, Pierre Mirel, director for Western Balkans at the European Commission said the European Union expects a new vision from the Government of Kosovo for the north. Mirel said the time has come for the Kosovo Government to improve social and economic conditions in the north. He also said the Commission would be willing to support the plan as long as it tackles the poor living conditions in northern Kosovo. “We have suggested that the government should come out with a vision for the north – there have been very few, not to say there have been no investments (by the Kosovo Government) but in general for years the north’s social and economic conditions have worsened.  They are very bad,” Mirel said.

Government doesn’t know how to implement investments in the north (Koha) 
Koha Ditore reports that the Government of Kosovo is not successfully finding ways to attract investments to the northern part of Mitrovica and the three Serb-inhabited municipalities of Zvecan, Zubin Potok and Leposavic. 
Although last week the central government allocated a fund of €1 million for the northern municipalities, it has no destination address as Kosovo institutions don’t have partners among the Serb community in the north who could implement the projects. 
The paper notes that Ministry of Finance officials could not say how the fund will operate, while Deputy Prime Minister Hajredin Kuçi said the government was looking into the possibility of distributing the money through international agencies.
Opposition and government debate over dialogue with Serbia (dailies)

All dailies cover yesterday’s session of the Kosovo Assembly which focused on the process of talks between Pristina and Belgrade. Opposition MPs believe that Kosovo should stop talks with Serbia because so far the country has not benefitted from them. They also said they were certain that if Kosovo continues as it is, Serbia will be given European Union membership while Kosovo will be stuck with visa liberalization only. Ruling coalition MPs on the other hand said the dialogue must continue because, as PDK MP Shaip Muja said, it has allowed Kosovo to compromise Serbia in the eyes of the international community.

Rohrabacher suggests exchange of territories and population (Express/Epoka)

Express and Epoka e Re report that in an opinion piece for The Wall Street Journal, U.S. congressman and member of the Foreign Relations Committee of the House of Representatives, Dana Rohrabacher, said the exchange of territories and populations between Kosovo and Serbia could be an option for solving the crisis between the two. Rohrabacher said the idea can be implemented if there is readiness among northern Serbs in Kosovo and Albanians in Southern Serbia. 

The celebration that burned Jahjaga (Zëri) 

Zëri on its front page writes today that with her speech on the 12th jubilee of the Democratic Party of Kosovo, it was not possible to tell if Atifete Jahjaga is the President of all citizens of Kosovo or a member of the PDK. This daily says that the President praised the party of Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi more than its leader. According to the writers, the representative of the “unity of the nation” forgot her mission on Monday, while speaking as if only PDK exists in Kosovo, and attributing all the merits for organizing and leading the war, creation of institutions, independence of the country, to the international integrations to the party. Other parties have reacted, saying they wondered if Jahjaga’s and Thaci’s speeches were accidently mixed up. “One should look into who wrote her speech. The American Embassy, one of her advisers or the office of the Prime Minister,” said analyst Ardian Arifaj. 
Russia builds a military base in Serbia (dailies) 

Dailies report that the deputy of the Serbian Government, Ivica Dacic and the Russian Minister for Emergency Situations, Sergej Sojgun, signed an agreement in Belgrade to allow Russia to build a military base by the city of Nis. Even though the Russian Minister claims that this agreement and base construction does not mean deployment of military troops, the media broadcast that Washington is concerned.  
Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore

Front page

· KFOR gives another 24 hours to Serbs

· Government doesn’t know how to implement investments in the north

· Kosovo between “losing and benefiting” from dialogue with Serbia

· Mirel: A new vision is needed for northern Kosovo

· Assembly debate on the Progress Report

Other headlines

· Russians want a military base in Serbia (2)

· Surroi: This government was created through vote manipulation (2)

· 13 people arrested on organized crime charges (4)

· Failure to privatize PTK is good news for Vetëvendosje (9)

Zëri

Front page

· The celebration that burned Jahjaga

· Five Serbs stop KFOR!

· Haliti: Be proud of Atifete!

· Kusari-Lila: It’s not easy to do business in Kosovo

· Difficulty with Serbia

Other headlines

· Thaçi: We are coordinated over the north (2)

· Russia builds military base in Serbia (2)

· KFOR’s surrender (5)

Kosova Sot

Front page 

· General Drews angry with Serbs

· Editorial: The expiration of the ultimatum

· Opposition expects visas to be lifted in 2-3 years

Other headlines

· Jeremic: No solution for Kosovo without Serbia’s approval (2)

· Parliamentary debate on Progress Report on October 27 (2)

· Russia plans to build military base in Serbia (3)

· Presidential calculations (3)

· EC has no master plan for the north (4)

· Topi calls on Pakistan to recognize Kosovo (4)

· Sinno to the Assembly: Show some muscle! (5)

Epoka e Re

Front page

· KFOR a military on paper

· 13 individuals arrested made €1.2 million 

· Thaçi: KFOR should help with the rule of law in the north

Other headlines

· Trade for peace in Kosovo (2)

· Paris for the European agenda of Kosovo (2)

· Russians build a military base in Serbia (2)

· Kosovo Serbs didn’t accept Tadic’s messages (2)

· Assembly to debate Progress Report (3)

· Hoxhaj to travel today to Great Britain (3)

· Surroi does not exclude the competition for President (3)

· There is no time for empty threats (4)

· Voncetis: Situation in north should be resolved in a peaceful way (5)

· Violators of the Constitution can also compete for President (5)

Express
Front page

· Hasani’s accusations

· Our book

· KFOR dilemmas 

· Leave it blocked

Other headlines

· Mushkolaj: A membership card for Atifete (2)

· The progress of the repeated failures (3)

· Jeremic: Kosovo issues cannot be resolved without Serbia (4)

· Debate on the report (5)

· Rohrabacher: Exchange could do as well (5)

· Draskovic’s pressure (6)

· We will discuss with Serbia for a long time (6)

· French support (6)

Bota Sot
Front page

· KFOR does not keep its promise

· Police officials tell how the investigations at Medicus started

· Krasniqi: It is not easy to discuss with Serbia

· 13 arrested for fraud, officials included 

· Do violators of Constitution have the right to be candidates for President? 

Other headlines

· Editorial: Why against division? (2)

· The Progress Report to be discussed next week (2)

· NATO: Situation in the north will be resolved in a peaceful manner  (4)

· Paris confirms advancing of Kosovo’s European agenda (3)

· KFOR Commander disappointed with actions of Serbs in the north (4)

· Russia places the ground stones for a military base in Nis (7)

· European Commission refers to Kosovo according to resolution 1244 (6)
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