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__________________________________________________
· U.S. supports Kosovo-Serbia dialogue (dailies)

· 12 parties and 584 candidates certified by the CEC (Koha Ditore)

· No to Vetëvendosje (Express, Zëri)

· 4,800 observers to monitor elections (Epoka e Re)

· Buhler and Miletic discuss Kosovo (dailies) 

· Hashim Rexhepi released from detention (dailies)

Kosovo Media Highlights

U.S. supports Kosovo-Serbia dialogue (dailies)

U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton said Washington supports a direct dialogue between Kosovo and Serbia. She said that the U.S. together with its allies will help Balkan countries in achieving full integration in the Euro-Atlantic community. Clinton made the comments after meeting British Foreign Secretary William Hague. 

12 parties and 584 candidates certified by the CEC (Koha Ditore)

The Central Elections Commission, with a majority of votes, has certified yesterday the second group of political parties. The group consists of two coalitions, eight political parties and two citizens’ initiatives. The move caused the AKR representative at the CEC to question the way the candidates under investigations were certified. The AKR member suggested waiting for legal interpretation on whether there candidates can be certified but his proposal was not approved. The Head of CEC, Valdete Daka, said certification was made in accordance to the Law on General Elections. 

No to Vetëvendosje (Express, Zëri)

U.S. Ambassador Christopher Dell, according to Express, has publicly expressed his negative view of the Vetëvendosje movement during a visit he made to the premises of FAIR. Asked by reporters about whether he will also visit Vetëvendosje offices, Dell simply said, “No.”

Vetëvendosje leaders said they are not concerned by Dell’s statement. “I am not overly concerned by this. We are witnesses to when a U.S. ambassador called the KLA a terrorist organization and thus ended his political career,” said Vetëvendosje’s Florin Krasniqi. Krasniqi, who has American citizenship, said he believed Dell and the U.S. have nothing against Vetëvendosje.

Zëri reports that Ambassador Dell did not hide his support for FAIR during the visit to the party’s offices. He expressed personal respect for one of the party’s founders, Shpend Ahmeti. “I respect his view, I respect the energy, enthusiasm and readiness of the people in this party to engage in saying: this is my country,” said Dell.

4,800 observers to monitor elections (Epoka e Re)

The coalition of NGOs ‘Democracy in Action’ yesterday presented the strategy for monitoring the upcoming parliamentary elections in Kosovo. Ismet Kryeziu from the coalition said that around 4,800 observers will be engaged in the elections process, half of whom will be covering the voting process while the other half will cover the counting of votes. In addition, Kryeziu said that on Election Day there will also be another 800 volunteers working to be able to come out with the preliminary results. 

Buhler and Miletic discuss Kosovo (dailies) 

Dailies report that KFOR Commander Erhard Buhler and the chief of the Serbian army, Miloje Miletic, during a meeting in Nis, exchanged information and opinions on the general situation in Kosovo and agreed to increase cooperation and communication among parties. These regular meetings are part of the Joint Implementing Commission that derived from Kumanovo Agreement in 1999. A KFOR press release says that General Buhler has informed General Miletic about the current situation at KFOR and its plans for reduction and reorganizing of its units. 

Hashim Rexhepi released from detention (dailies)

Dailies report that the Governor dismissed by the Assembly of Kosovo, Hashim Rexhepi, was released from detention on Thursday evening, after paying bail of 20 thousand Euros. His defense lawyer Ramë Gashi confirmed his release and added that Rexhepi is obliged to show up at the police once a week.  “Governor Hashim Rexhepi was released on Thursday evening from detention. His release was made based on the proposal of the defense to pay 20 thousand Euros bail,” said Gashi. 

Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore
Front page

· Four PM’s highway’s remain only on paper

· Call to CEC and courts to be on top of their tasks 

· Court stops detention to Hashim Rexhepi

· Former president, half-privileged 

Other headlines

· 12 parties and 584 candidates certified (2)

· Dell: CEC decides about candidates under investigations (4)

· Illegal migration in trend until Kosovo is included in visa liberalisation (6)

· In the absence of minister, Kosovo may lose CEFTA presidency (9)
Zëri
Front page

· “Sleepy” voters targeted 

· Hashim Rexhepi released from detention

· Xhemajli – the only cause of the accident 

Other headlines

· USA supports Kosovo-Serbia dialogue (2)

· Serbia discriminates religious groups (2)

· Buhler and Miletic discuss Kosovo (3)

· Dell supports FAIR (3)

· Pristina not ready for talks (4)

· Ibrahim Rugova ‘votes’ on 12 December (5)

· 12 more political parties certified (9)

Kosova Sot
Front page

· Political parties with similar programmes!

· Kuçi: We will recognise the result 

· Clinton supports Pristina-Belgrade dialogue

· Dell visits FAIR, says he will not go to Vetëvendosje

· Hashim Rexhepi released for €20,000

· Editorial: Democracy in action 

Other headlines

· Vote or play the flute (2)

· Buhler meets head of Serbian army in Nis (2)

· Kesic: Serbs should take part in elections (2)

· Railways with remodeled engine (6)

· Economy, Kosovo’s weakest link (7)
Epoka e Re
Front page

· Convinced of victory 

· Dell visits FAIR, ignores Vetëvendosje

· Kosovo Railways to connect to Europe

Other headlines

· USA and UK support Kosovo-Serbia dialogue (2)

· Situation at the Kosovo-Serbian border calm (2)

· Polls cause nervousness (3)

· CEC certifies 12 more political parties (6)

· 4,800 observers to monitor elections (7)

· Hashim Rexhepi released from detention (8)

Express
Front page

· No to Vetëvendosje

· Former Governor released

· All certified

· Clinton determined on discussions

Other headlines

· Zogaj: The most wrong message (3)

· Dialogue decides (4)

· Pristina is delaying discussions (5)

· Krasniqi congratulates the King of Monaco (6)

· Defended in silence (7)

· Meets with KFOR (8)

· Discuss problems of the north (9)

Lajm

Front page

· Clinton: The U.S. supports dialogue

· Responsibility of the vote

· Everyone certified

· KFOR for security of all 

Other headlines

· Thaçi congratulates Al Maliki (2)

· Krasniqi congratulates Monaco Prince (4)

· Buzek: Dialogue for Kosovo determinant for Serbia (2)

· Dell: New parties, a positive development (3)

· Kosovo leads CEFTA (5)

Bota Sot

Front page

· Isa Mustafa: There are no former members of intelligence services in LDK list

· The U.S. carefulness necessary on Kosovo – Serbia talks 

· Has Jakup Krasniqi violated Constitution or not? 
Other headlines
· Kosovo leads CEFTA (3)

· Dialogue with Kosovo, determinant for Serbia (3)

· Dell visits FER, but he would not go to Vetëvendosje (4)

· Dervishi: UN spread cholera in Haiti (5)

· Mustafa: KFOR, the most successful international mission in Kosovo (5)

Infopress

Front page

· Elections, a test for Isa

· For FAIR, not for Vetëvendosje

· Rahovec offers to close today

· CEC certifies 12 political subjects

Other headlines

· Hashim Rexhepi released (2)

· Pristina is not ready for dialogue (2)

· Against return of Roma (2)

· Lists, partially cleaned (3)

· The U.S. want direct discussions (3)

· Dialogue, Serbia’s key towards EU (4)
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