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__________________________________________________
· Zannier: UNMIK, a more political role (Zëri)

· Ban Ki-moon: Success of soft diplomacy for Kosovo (dailies)

· Tadic calls on Ban Ki-moon to urgently implement six points! (Zëri)

· UNMIK responsible for theft of €400 million (dailies)

· NATO sets Sunday as a deadline for KSF commander (Koha Ditore)  

· Crvenkovski: Division of Kosovo constitutes a risk for Macedonia (dailies)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Zannier: UNMIK, a more political role (Zëri)

Zëri runs an interview that SRSG Lamberto Zannier gave to BBC in which he says that resolution 1244 is still in force. “As long as resolution 1244 is still there, there must be a UN presence with a role decided by the UN. Reconfiguration of UNMIK will continue and the mission will become more political, my role will become more political,” SRSG Zannier is quoted as saying. He added that there are still certain operational fields where the UN could continue to contribute, beyond the political role. 

Asked whether UNMIK would continue to have the role of mediator between Pristina and Belgrade, SRSG Zannier said that a part of the process that led toward a stronger EU role is related to the role that the UN played in the facilitation of the process. “The UN and I have played a role in the facilitation of the process, through Pristina- Belgrade talks,” SRSG Zannier was quoted as saying.   

Ban Ki-moon: Success of soft diplomacy for Kosovo (dailies)

Dailies quote United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon as saying, “Kosovo has become an important success of soft diplomacy. The deployment of the EU justice mission in Kosovo has happened without any incidents and I am certain that we can conclude the reconfiguration of the UN mission in cooperation with all stakeholders.”

Tadic calls on Ban Ki-moon to urgently implement six points! (Zëri)
Zëri reports in its leading story that Serbian President Boris Tadic has sent a confidential letter to United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, expressing Belgrade’s positions after the launch of the EULEX mission on December 9. 
Tadic said Serbia’s categorical position was that EULEX’s mandate should in no way include the implementation of any part of President Ahtisaari’s Comprehensive Proposal. 
According to Zëri, the letter clearly shows that Tadic’s main concern is the implementation of the six points. Tadic called on the UN Secretary-General to ensure the presence of UNMIK throughout Kosovo with regional and sub-regional offices.

UNMIK responsible for theft of €400 million (dailies)

Daily newspapers covered an article published in Die Welt which reported that hundreds of millions of euros allocated for Kosovo’s reconstruction were stolen and misused by UNMIK employees. The claims are based on reports prepared by EU and UN investigators.

The dailies quoted from the German newspaper: “Recently, two independent reports, one by the European Union and another by the United Nations, have warned that corruption and fraud in Kosovo are part of the everyday life, and that a large amount of funds went through dark channels. Arrest warrants for corruption have been issued against several UN employees.”

According to the same reports, at least €400 million was stolen since 1999. The report also notes theft and misuse of funds related to the reconstruction and investments at Pristina Airport.

Asked to comment on the issue, UNMIK spokesman Alexander Ivanko said, “As Pillar IV has been shut down for several months now, all issues related to Pillar IV should be addressed to the European Union or Brussels.”

NATO sets Sunday as a deadline for KSF commander (Koha Ditore)  

Koha Ditore reports that the end of this week is the deadline for Kosovo institutions to nominate the Kosovo Security Force commander. The deadline was given by the NATO Southern Wing commander, Adm. Mark Fitzgerald. 

“The latest date is the end of this week, possibly tomorrow. We are ready, and we are only waiting for the Kosovo Government,” a senior NATO official who preferred to remain anonymous told Koha Ditore. According to the NATO official, Admiral Fitzgerald has conveyed the request to President Sejdiu and PM Thaçi in a meeting that they held last week at the KFOR HQ in Pristina. 

Koha Ditore reports that the meeting of Admiral Fitzgerald and Kosovo leaders was kept a secret. KFOR spokesperson Adriano Graziani confirmed the visit of Admiral  Fitzgerald, but did not want to talk about the purpose of the visit says this daily, while Xhavit Beqirim, spokesperson at President Sejdiu’s Office denied that such meeting was held. 

Crvenkovski: Division of Kosovo constitutes a risk for Macedonia (dailies)
Dailies quote Macedonian President Branko Crvenkovski as saying that the international community should be careful and not allow the eventual division of Kosovo, as this could be dangerous for the whole region. “The international community should bear in mind this fact, because the latest developments in Kosovo and its northern part have caused concerns,” Crvenkovski added.

Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore

Front page

· NATO sets Sunday as deadline for KSF commander 

· Serbia’s trains are not dangerous for the Assembly

· UNMIK responsible for theft of €400 million

· Crvenkovski against scenarios for Kosovo’s division

· PDK tops the list of parties in debt

· Bosnia and Serbia refuse Kosovar export

· Uncontrolled beating in schools

Other headlines

· Two EULEX vehicles damaged in southern Mitrovica (2)

· PDK and LDK do not agree on Law for President (4)

· Kosovars – again the most optimistic in the world (6)

· 24 year-old tries to kill himself – police rescues him (7)

· Surroi: The three lost European opportunities (10)

· Vetëvendosja: The most problematic points (11)

· Pond: Kosovar conspiracy grows (11)

· Participation by Serb community would rescue decentralization (15)

Zëri

Front page

· Serbian President Tadic calls on Ban Ki-moon to urgently implement the six points!

· KFOR admits that Kosovo institutions are late with KSF commander

· Shala: Interpreting the delay

· Ban Ki-moon: Kosovo, a success of soft diplomacy

· Zannier: UNMIK, a more political role

· Crvenkovski: Kosovo’s division is dangerous for Macedonia too

· A secret EU report reveals hundred-million corruption in Kosovo

· Gallup: Kosovo, again the most optimistic in the world

· PDK and opposition remove LDK’s Law for President from procedure

Other headlines

· What does Solana write to Tadic? (2)

· Portuguese Minister: EULEX will consolidate the state of Kosovo (3)

· Pajaziti: Serb police officers can lose their jobs (4)

· Serb police officers want agreement with EULEX to return to police (4)

· Ferati: Belgrade is challenging decentralization in Kosovo (6)
Kosova Sot

· Front page

· Internationals stole from us €400 million

· Editorial: The nameless scandal

· Price of electricity goes up in April 2009

· PDK rejects presidential bill

Other headlines

· Portugal, funds for Kosovo Security Force (2)

· To sue Serbia (3)

· Ban Ki-moon: Kosovo, a success of soft diplomacy (4)

· Crvenkovski: Kosovo’s division is dangerous for the Balkans (4)

· Pajaziti: A board for management of boarders (4)
Epoka e Re

Front page

· Internationals stole over 400 million euros 

· Russia in EULEX if it recognizes Kosovo state

· Kosovo remains the most optimistic

· Ban Ki-Moon: The quiet diplomacy has avoided outbreak in Kosovo

Other headlines

· Bush: KFOR should offer cooperation to EULEX (2)

· Portugal ready to help KSF (4)

· KSF waiting for the commander (5)

· Draft-law on the President removed without LDK’s consent (6)

Express

Front page

· Rescue from death

· President on hold 

· The first files 

Other headlines

· Selimi: Balkan Express (2)

· Discussions on KSF commander continue (5)

· 1244 remains OSCE bases (6)

· Serbia and Bosnia don’t recognize Kosovo stamp (10) 

Lajm

Front page

· KFOR protects Kosovo

· EULEX cannot be neutral

· Portugal will help KSF

· Pacolli in London lobbies for new recognitions

· Sovereignty – not an urgent issue!

· Bishop Artemije continues to lie

· Serbia blocks goods, Kosovo complains to CEFTA

Other headlines

· Ban Ki-moon: I will continue with reconfiguration of UNMIK! (3)

· KFOR has no indications for worsening of situation (4)

· EULEX to open offices in Tirana and Skopje (4)

· Crvenkovski: Kosovo’s division is dangerous for the Balkans (4)

· UNMIK is guilty (6)

Bota Sot

Front page

· Haraqia, Morina and pro-Serb message of the Hague

· Die Welt: Internationals have stolen over 400 million in Kosovo 

· Sejdiu, ambassador of peace for Kosovo 

· KFOR: Nominate KSF commander  

Other headlines

· KFOR help – argument for the military power of KSF  (2)

· Editorial: The noise of the quiet diplomacy (3)

· President draft-law to be reconsidered (6)

· Export blocked by CEFTA members (8)

Infopress

Front page

· KFOR to help EULEX

· Ban Ki-moon: The success of soft diplomacy 

· Kosovo with a European infrastructure

· Crime in energy sector is being revealed

Other headlines

· Portugal to help the KSF (4)

· Kosovo, the most optimistic country in the world (4)

· KFOR says situation is quiet (4)

· Recognitions pave way to visa liberalization (5)

· Cooperation is required from Serbs (5)

· Internationals have stolen over €400 million (7)
Belgrade Media Highlights

· Ban Ki-moon: “Soft diplomacy” prevented explosive situation in Kosovo (Tanjug)

· Jeremic: UNMIK reconfiguration does not undermine Serbia’s constitutional order (Tanjug)

· Serbian Parliament debates no-confidence vote (RTS)

· Cvetkovic rejected opposition accusations (RTS)

· Stevic: We are convinced that EULEX will influence Pristina (Beta)

Ban Ki-moon: “Soft diplomacy” prevented explosive situation in Kosovo (Tanjug)

UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has stated that the “soft diplomacy” has helped in preventing the emerging of a potentially explosive situation in Kosovo. At the press conference in the UN headquarters in New York, Ban Ki-moon has warned that 2009 will not be any easier than 2008. He also said that the whole world has united in the battle against the global economic crisis, while stressing that the worldwide cooperation will be the key to the solution.

Jeremic: UNMIK reconfiguration does not undermine Serbia’s constitutional order (Tanjug)

Serbian Foreign Minister Vuk Jeremic stated that UNMIK reconfiguration does not undermine Serbia’s constitutional order or its territorial integrity. In the debate in the Serbian Parliament, Jeremic said that UNMIK reconfiguration is carried out with the agreement of the UN SC and that it is based on Resolution 1244 that guarantees Serbia’s sovereignty and territorial integrity of Serbia.  Jeremic underlined that EULEX is neutral in status and that the policy of the government led by PM Mirko Cvetkovic on Kosovo represents continued policy of the previous government. This year Serbia faced an attempted secession of the part of its territory by illegal proclamation of Kosovo independence, and it acted upon it peacefully and diplomatically thus making precedent in the Balkan history, said Jeremic. According to him, the most important step of Serbia in the fight to preserve Kosovo is that the ICJ will discuss the issue of secession for the first time in history.

Serbian Parliament debates no-confidence vote (RTS)

Serbian Assembly MPs have started the session on the initiative of opposition parties to vote on no-confidence to the government. During the debate, the parties which moved on the initiative criticized the government for failing to fulfil a single promise to the citizens, for “doing nothing” and for having recognized the independence of Kosovo by accepting the EULEX mission, and having thus abandoned 15 percent of the country’s territory.

Slobodan Samardzic from the DSS has stated that the main reason for the initiative is the government’s policy towards Kosovo, the acceptance of EULEX and intention to turn the province over to the big forces. He assessed that the government has renounced on the defense of territorial integrity and settled for Martti Ahtisaari’s plan. According to Samardzic, the only legal basis for the engagement of EULEX are not the documents of the UN or the EU, but Ahtisaari’s plan, which envisages supervised independence of Kosovo. EULEX cannot be a neutral mission, because UNSCR 1244 envisages preservation of sovereignty and territorial integrity of FRY, now Serbia, over which Serbian diplomacy’s advocacy for neutrality of any mission is wrong, said Samardzic.

Ljubomir Kragovic from the SRS has described the policy towards Kosovo as fawning and conceding. Kragovic told Foreign Minister Jeremic that he had violated the Serbian Constitution and all resolutions adopted in the parliament, and assessed that the government is recognizing independence of Kosovo by accepting EULEX.

Tomislav Nikolic from the SNS has stated that the government must not buy the membership in the EU by renouncing on part of the territory. He assessed that EULEX was not a good idea for Serbia. I would like you to be right when you claim that EULEX will respect Serbia’s sovereignty and integrity, but I think that this mission will slowly and completely separate Kosovo from Serbia, said Nikolic.

Velimir Ilic of the NS has said that the government does not deserve confidence as it has not fulfilled any of the promises given during the forming, while Cedomir Jovanovic of the LDP has stated that they will not vote for no-confidence.

Cvetkovic rejected opposition accusations (RTS)

Addressing MPs at the Serbian parliament, Cvetkovic rejected opposition parties’ accusations that the government has achieved nothing in this respect, mentioning EULEX, the UN resolution, 64 bills forwarded to parliament, high economic growth and low inflation. Cvetkovic has assessed as one of the biggest diplomatic achievements of Serbia the passing of the UN Resolution asking the International Court of Justice for the opinion on the legality of the unilaterally proclaimed independence of Kosovo. The government also managed to ensure that EULEX operates under UN jurisdiction and the government took an active part regarding this issue. He said that the government’s top priority is the preservation of Serbia’s sovereignty and territorial integrity through legal and diplomatic means. The government has rejected taking an extremist position on the Kosovo issue and chosen an uncompromising political battle by peaceful and legal means, said Cvetkovic.

Stevic: We are convinced that EULEX will influence Pristina (Beta)

Assistant Serbian Minister for Kosovo Zvonimir Stevic has voiced conviction that EULEX and the international community will find a way of influencing Pristina to accept the railway traffic between Belgrade and Zvecan. We are aware that there will be an obstruction, but we are convinced that EULEX and the international community have instruments to influence Pristina that it is in the interest of all Kosovo citizens to establish railway traffic from Zvecan, i.e. Kosovo Polje, to Belgrade, said Stevic. He voiced hope that Belgrade would soon reach agreement with EULEX representatives on establishing a line to Kosovo Polje, which operated well until the violence of Albanians in March 2004.
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