[image: image1.jpg]Division of Public Information

MEDIA MONITORING
Headlines

www.unmikonline.org





Main Stories                     19 December 2010
__________________________________________________
· Parties want recount of votes of candidates (Koha Ditore)

· PDK and AKR officially start negotiations on forming a coalition (dailies)

· U.S. to continue cooperation with Thaçi (Express)

· Çeku requests diplomatic offensive for the “background of Dick Marty’s report” (Koha Ditore) 

· Pristina-Belgrade talks to start in February (dailies)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Parties want recount of votes of candidates (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reported in one of the front-page stories on Sunday that political parties are calling on the Central Election Committee (CEC) to recount the votes of candidates for MPs, because they believe that their own commissioners abused with votes. The CEC has turned down one request for a recount by the LDK, but is expected to take another decision after the revote in five municipalities. Meanwhile, some political parties, such as Vetëvendosje, do not believe the recount of votes will correct the irregularities of elections. Vetëvendosje believes that only an overall revote could fix the process.

PDK and AKR officially start negotiations on forming a coalition (dailies)

Koha Ditore writes that PDK leader Hashim Thaçi officially began negotiations for creating the new coalition government and in this regard met AKR leader Behgjet Pacolli. The meeting, held in one of Pristina restaurants, was also attended by PDK’s Hajredin Kuçi and Agim Çeku who ran as part of Pacolli-led coalition in 12 December elections. 

A press release issued by the PDK claims that the two leaders have expressed political will to work together in forming the future government of the Republic of Kosovo right after the CEC certifies final results.

Express quotes Pacolli as saying the meeting with Thaçi was coincidental. “We did not agree on anything, it wasn’t an official meeting,” said Pacolli who added however that his party aims to get the president’s post in the new Kosovo constellation.

U.S. to continue cooperation with Thaçi (Express)

Express quoted Philip Crowley, spokesman for the U.S. State Department, as saying that the U.S. will continue cooperation with Kosovo Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi regardless of the conclusions of the report by Council of Europe rapporteur Dick Marty. 

“At this point and bearing in mind that everybody is innocent until proven otherwise, he is Prime Minister and we will continue cooperating with him,” Crowley told a press conference. “I don’t think this will fundamentally change U.S.-Kosovo relations. Such relations are based on mutual interests and not on some specific person.”

Crowley also said that the administration in Washington supports every investigation by competent authorities into the allegations made in the report.
Çeku requests diplomatic offensive for the “background of Dick Marty’s report” (Koha Ditore) 

Koha Ditore reports that former Kosovo Prime Minister and KLA commander Agim Çeku has revealed the background, he thinks, is behind the report of the Council of Europe envoy. “The report’s only purpose is to cool down the international community toward Kosovo, to weaken the support for Kosovo, to stop recognitions of Kosovo, to create more space for Serbia in the announced talks,” said Çeku. He said that Kosovo should undertake a diplomatic offensive throughout the world, as he said, for explanation of the background of Marty’s report. “We should be now in a diplomatic offensive and explain the background of this report”, said Çeku on Saturday in a press conference.

Pristina-Belgrade talks to start in February (dailies)

According to Radio Free Europe’s reports which in turn quoted European Parliamentarians and analysts in Belgrade, talks between Kosovo and Serbia could start by February after the creation of the new Government of Kosovo. Analysts and EP officials believe the future Government of Kosovo could be formed by the second half of February and that the dialogue could start soon after. 
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