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Main Stories                19 December 2011


German support – crucial for Kosovo’s relations with EU (Koha) 


The end of supervision (Express) 


Kosovo visa dialogue to be 19 and 20 January (Koha) 


Ivanovic: The north slipped away from us (Zëri)


Vetëvendosje to implement Assembly’s decision if Government fails (dailies) 


Crvenkovski: There are not and cannot be any ethnically clean states (Koha)

Kosovo Media Highlights

German support – crucial for Kosovo’s relations with EU (Koha) 

Koha Ditore reports German Chancellor Angela Merkel’s visit to Kosovo is being observed with curiosity by Brussels. Even though officially this is a visit to German troops serving with KFOR, and that Merkel will meet Kosovo’s Prime Minister only briefly at the airport, this visit, by many diplomats, is considered to have special importance. For some the visit represents proof of the engagement the main EU country to impose itself in the region, and especially in Kosovo. This has been welcomed by the U.S., and some other European countries. Given that the visit is taking place only a few days after the failure to reach a consensus at the EU to grant Serbia status of the candidate, where Merkel played a determinant role, some circles in Brussels consider that the visit is taking place at a very delicate moment. Some of them, privately, consider Merkel’s visit as a slap in the face to Serbia. “It would have been good if Germany’s objection on candidate status for Serbia, and its insistence on principals, transforms into support for Kosovo’s EU integration,” said a European diplomat in Brussels. 

The end of supervision (Express) 

Express reports on the front page that Kosovo’s supervised independence will end on 1 December 2012. A special commission, with representatives of the Civilian Office, will be set up to work on the Constitutional and any necessary amendments. According to the paper’s sources the next meeting of the Steering Committee will discuss the creation of the commission and the end of supervision. “The conclusions on how to conclude the process of the supervised independence, will also be approved there,” said this source.  The source added that if by 2012 the ICO does not manage to complete its duties they will be transferred to Kosovo institutions. 

Kosovo visa dialogue to be 19 and 20 January (Koha) 

Koha Ditore reports that Kosovo’s Minister for Internal Affairs Bajram Rexhepi stated on Sunday that Kosovo accepted the 19th and 20th of January, proposed by the European Commission, as the dates for the dialogue on visa liberalization. These dates were proposed by the Commissioner for internal affairs at the European Council, Cecilia Malstrom.  According to Rexhepi major work has been completed by the Government of Kosovo on the criteria for visas and more will continue to be done.
Ivanovic: The north slipped away from us (Zëri)

Zëri quotes Oliver Ivanovic, State Secretary in the Serbian Ministry for Kosovo, as saying that the northern part of Kosovo has slipped away from Belgrade’s grip.   “The government does not have sufficient authority there and everything it did there was paid for by state funds,” said Ivanovic. He added that the mayors of municipalities in northern Kosovo should be aware of the fact that they need to accept decisions made by the government in Serbia.

Vetëvendosje to implement Assembly decision if Government fails (dailies) 

All dailies report that the Vetëvendosje Movement decided on Sunday, at the meeting of the General Council, to defend the Kosovo Assembly motion for complete reciprocity measures towards Serbia, if the Government does not implement it. The movement made a decision, in the form of an ultimatum, that read if the Government does not implement the decision of the Assembly by 1 January, then, starting from 14 January, Vetëvendosje will block Serbia’s goods at border points, in Dheu i Bardhë and Merdare. 

Crvenkovski: There are not and cannot be any ethnically clean states (Koha)

In a full-page interview for Koha Ditore, Branko Crvenkovski, head of the opposition in Macedonia, rejected the possibility of Kosovo’s partition and called on all countries to recognize Kosovo as a sovereign state and as a reality. “I think the option of Kosovo’s partition is the worst possible scenario with terrible consequences. Any attempt to change state borders according to ethnic principles can awaken radical structures not only in the Balkans but throughout Europe. There aren’t any and there cannot be any ethnically clean states. Insisting on such a model is totally anti-civilized and leads to conflicts,” Crvenkovski added.
Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore

Front page

· German support – key for Kosovo’s relations with the EU

· Kosovo ready to start visa dialogue on 19 and 20 January

· Vetëvendosje to implement assembly motion, if government fails to do so

· Crvenkovski: There aren’t any and cannot be any ethnically clean states

· €9 million for two squares in Pristina

Other headlines

· Havel remembered as Kosovo’s great friend (2)

· Dacic: Balkans according to the line drawn by Stalin and Churchill (2)

· Ministry announces tender for KEK distribution with draft documents (8)

· Kosovo without state reserves (9)

· Palokaj: Kosovo must honor Havel (10)

Zëri

Front page

· Invited or on a courtesy visit

· Vetëvendosje threatens to block borders!

· Cufaj: The Merkel opportunity

· EULEX, spectacles and no results

Other headlines

· Plus: Jahjaga gets powerful support from the U.S. (4)

· Minus: Ivanovic: The north slipped away from us (4)

· Kosovo condoles the Czech nation (5)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· Decision on supervised independence to be made in January

· Editorial: Presidential

· Kurti with an ultimatum: Let’s block borders

· No law on referendum

Other headlines

· Demaçi: Merkel – our angel (2)

· De Marnhac: EULEX cannot move freely in the north (3)

· Kacin: Serbian officials to tell their citizens the truth about Kosovo (3)

· Halimi: Serbia has a secret plan (4)
Epoka e Re

Front page

· Merkel, Albanian friend is coming 

· The world remains without an honorable President

· Qosja: Threatening revival 

Other headlines

· Kurti: If the Government does not implement the motion, we will (3)

· Marnhac: EULEX does not move freely in the north (3)

· Ivanovic: Serbian Government dose not control the north (3)

· Constitutional draft amendments to be voted on Friday (5)

Express

Front page

· The end of supervision

· A little hope for Berisha

· Delayed for the next year

· Sold as in auction

Other headlines

· Maliqi: Angela in Kosovo (2)

· Shala: False war against corruption (3)

· Send condolences to Checz Republic (4)

· Edita discusses with diaspora (5)

· Merkel in Kosovo (5)

· Vetëvendosje’s ultimatum (6)

· De Marnhac complains (7)

· Serbian goods are not stopped (4)

Bota Sot

Front page

· Serbia cannot come to Ibër, return of Germany

· Friend of Albanian’s and peace, passes away

· De Marnhac: Barricades in the north have to be removed 

· Constitutional changes lead towards presidential elections

Other headlines

· Jahjaga: Havel was Kosovo’s friend and great supporter (2)

· Tahiri met with Diaspora representatives in Istanbul  (4)

· Abdullahu: Political hospitality and politics on hospitality (5)
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