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Main Stories                     20 January 2011
__________________________________________________
· Shala: Kosovo needs a PDK-LDK-AAK coalition (Koha Ditore)

· European Parliament rejects reopening of Kosovo status (dailies)

· Daviddi joins the calls for Government “with clean hands” (dailies) 

· Rexhepi: EULEX to withdraw from the north (Koha Ditore)

· Pacolli: I am not a ‘spare tire’ to anyone (Zëri)

· Krasniqi: Dialogue with Belgrade, after forming of institutions (dailies)

· Belgrade and Pristina still with no agreement on license plates (Koha Ditore)

· Thaçi might be called as witness for war crimes allegations (Koha Ditore) 

· HRW seeks an EU prosecutor for investigating charges against Thaçi (dailies) 

Kosovo Media Highlights

Shala: Kosovo needs a PDK-LDK-AAK coalition (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that in the last three years the AAK was the most noisy opposition party which has criticized the governance of the coalition PDK-LDK. For the next mandate the party of Ramush Haradinaj wants to co-govern, precisely with these two political parties. The news was announced for the paper by the principal deputy of this party, Blerim Shala. He said that he has the support to promote the idea of the coalition PDK-LDK-AAK. 

He said he mentioned it to the embassies, while the proposal for the governance formula he intends to bring it to the table before the representatives of political parties, immediately after the certification of the election results of 12 December. According to him, such a government would stabilize the country and would take capital decisions on crucial issues, which are awaiting Kosovo. “In theory, according to my and our evaluation, that option is the wide coalition PDK-LDK-AAK, with a clear mandate, with a clear function, undertaking the tasks or obligations, or obligation to change election system”, said Shala. “I don’t have anything against other parties, but we think that three pillar parties of Kosovar society now for ten years are PDK, LDK and AAK and a combination between those three parties would offer a mid-term stability or sustainability,” said Shala. 

European Parliament rejects reopening of Kosovo status (dailies)

Koha Ditore reports that thanks to the engagement of the rapporteur Ulrike Lunacek and her supporters in the European Parliament like Doris Pack, Jelko Kacin and Bernd Posselt, in the resolution for Serbia, with a small difference in votes, has been added the paragraph, which requests that dialogue between Kosovo and Serbia should not reopen the issue of Kosovo status. Some parliamentarians said that the reaction of Deputy Prime Minister of Serbia Bozidar Djelic, was very harsh and he was very much disappointed. 
The newspaper writes that in this way, although in the resolution for Serbia for the first time ever in a an international document is written the sentence that in the dialogue between Kosovo and Serbia the issue of status should not be reopened, in fact to Serbia it was said unofficially that the dialogue should be about practical issues and not about the status, but no one until now didn’t put this in a document. Therefore, for Serbia who wants to keep alive the hope that status of Kosovo is not been finalized and can be a topic of the dialogue, this part of the resolution is a big defeat. 

Zëri under headline EP: Parallel structures to be disbanded, writes that European Parliament has called on Serbia to start the dialogue with Kosovo without delay while said that Serb parallel structures in the north of Kosovo have to be disbanded as they undermine the decentralization process and they prevent the full integration of Serb community in Kosovo institutions.

Daviddi joins the calls for Government “with clean hands” (dailies) 

Koha Ditore reports that the chief of the European Commission Liaison Office in Kosovo, Renzo Daviddi has joined the calls for a Government “with clean hands,” announcing that he strongly supports the idea of building a clean government. “I think that governing with clean hands is an idea that should be supported not only by the international factor, but also by the Kosovar population,” said Daviddi at a press conference on Wednesday organized regarding the allocation of seven grants for NGOs. 

Rexhepi: EULEX to withdraw from the north (Koha Ditore)

Interior Minister Bajram Rexhepi publicly called on EULEX to withdraw from the north after the EU mission declared the region a dangerous zone. EULEX has taken the decision to declare the north dangerous in a letter sent to its staff asking them to take caution when in northern municipalities. The paper says that the decision was triggered by recent attacks on OSCE and EULEX staff in the north. 

However, EULEX’s decision did not encounter support from Minister Rexhepi. “Situation in Mitrovica has not changed yet and if EULEX is unable to act there, let it withdraw and let KFOR and Kosovo Police deal with the security there,” Rexhepi said.

Pacolli: I am not a ‘spare tire’ to anyone (Zëri)

AKR leader Behgjet Pacolli asked to comment on recent reports over the possibility of a PDK-AAK coalition said he has not spoken to anyone so far on the creation of a ruling government but added that his party is not a ‘spare tire’ to any political party or leader. “I am not a spare tire to anyone. I have all the tires. I have worked to be comfortable and professionally, emotionally and financially sustainable,” said Pacolli.

Krasniqi: Dialogue with Belgrade, after forming of institutions (dailies)

Kosovo Acting President Jakup Krasniqi whilst in Strasbourg visiting the European Parliament said Kosovo and its institutions were ready even before to enter a dialogue with Belgrade but added this will not be possible until new institutions are established in Kosovo. Krasniqi also addressed the charges made in Dick Marty’s report by saying there are a recycling of an investigation carried out by ICTY in 2004 and is not based on facts. However, he expressed the readiness of Kosovo and Albanian institutions to provide support for any meaningful investigation so that the issue can be closed. Krasniqi is reported to have made the comments after meeting head of European Parliament delegation for Western Balkans Eduard Kukan.  

Belgrade and Pristina still with no agreement on license plates (Koha Ditore)

The paper rebuts reports in the media that Belgrade and Pristina have reached agreement on the Serbian license plates issue. Such an agreement was also not confirmed by EULEX which is mediating between Pristina and Belgrade on the issue. EULEX Spokesperson Kristiina Herodes said the mission welcomes any positive step that the two sides undertake but failed to reply whether an agreement was actually reached. “EULEX was in contact with Belgrade and Pristina regarding this issue calling on all involved parties to resolve the issue in a pragmatic way so as not to jeopardize security situation,” said Herodes. General Director of the Kosovo Police Reshat Maliqi also said he is not aware that an agreement was reached. The paper says Maliqi’s order to confiscate newly-issued Serbian license plates is still in force.  

Thaçi might be called as witness for war crimes allegations (Koha Ditore) 

Koha Ditore reports that Sabit Geci’s and Riza Aliaj’s defense lawyers might call the outgoing Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi and other political personalities of the country to testify, if required. The indictment mentions as witnesses also Fatmir Limaj, Jakup Krasniqi, Kadri Veseli, Azem Syla, Agim Çeku and Milaim Zeka, who according to the defense will be called to witness where have they been during the mentioned time in the indictment, from 15 April to 15 June 1999. “If required, we will propose for all of them to testify in order to prove where they all were during that time, during those military operations, when everything was under fire in Kosovo,” said the defense lawyer, Mahmut Halimi. 

HRW seeks an EU prosecutor for investigating charges against Thaçi (dailies) 

Papers report that Human Rights Watch announced that a special prosecutor should be nominated  to investigate the recent accusations made on the address of the Prime Minister of Kosovo, Hashim Thaçi, and his fellow combatants from KLA, reported Radio Free Europe. Director of HRW for EU, Lotte Leicht, said that such investigation requires strong support from EU governments and the United States of America. This call comes after the accusations made by the Council of Europe rapporteur Dick Marty, claimed as slander by Kosovo Government. 

Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore
Front page

· Shala: Kosovo needs the PDK-LDK-AAK coalition

· Rexhepi: EULEX to withdraw from the north

· Suspension measure on Zvecan commander is removed

· KEK tenders do not pass the test

· Hysa: Why is Kumanovo Agreement being reviewed bringing Serbian forces to Kosovo’s border on eve of dialogue?

· Thaçi could be summoned as witness for war crimes charges

· Vujovic regrets, does not deny Kosovo statehood

Other headlines

· Belgrade and Pristina without agreement on license plates (2)

· European Parliament rules out reopening of Kosovo status (3)

· Daviddi joins calls a government with clean hands (3)

· HRW calls for EU special prosecutor on charges against Thaçi (3)

· Hani i Elezit sues Serbia for killings during the war (5)

· Kelmendi: Heading toward a broad-based government? (10)

Zëri
Front page

· Shtime’s “special” votes

· Pacolli: I am not anyone’s spare tire

· Marty’s report should be carefully reviewed

· Chief inspector Komani is fined, MH doesn’t know anything

· Leaderships, an obstacle for unification 

Other headlines

· Editorial: EULEX to investigate Berisha (2)

· Transfer of responsibilities (2)

· Seselj fabricated the story about organs trafficking (2)

· An independent prosecutor on Marty’s charges (2)

· AAK for a broad-based government (4)

· EP: Parallel structures to be dissolved (4)

· EULEX, investigations on Thaçi (4)

· People’s Attorney is losing credibility (4)

· Government immediately after certification of results (8)

· Haradinaj: In government, only under certain conditions (8)

· Mustafa: These elections are not legitimate (8)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· Bigger parties with young MPs

· Editorial: Heading toward luxury

· KEK with old tariffs

· HRW: An independent prosecutor on Marty’s charges

· New government for St. Valentine

Other headlines

· EP: Serbia should forget about Kosovo’s status (2)

· Legislation is being damaged (2)

· LDK in talks too (3)

· Krasniqi meets Kukan in Strasbourg (4)

· EU gives new grants for NGOs (4)

Epoka e Re

Front page

· The useless votes of the AAK

· Demarcation of Kosovo – Serbia borders

· No negotiations on status

· The north, a dangerous area for EULEX members

· Krasniqi: Dialogue with Serbia after creation of institutions

Other headlines

· EC supports civil society (3)

· Pacolli: Several ideas for elections (6)

· AAK to join the government but with conditions (6)

· Thaçi: New government, a done deal (6)

· Mustafa repeats call for new elections (7)

· Marty to be summoned as a witness (8)

Express

Front page

· They push Serbia in a corner

· A dangerous area

· They go back to Mitrovica

· Shala has no offer

· The pressure of salaries

Other headlines

· Dialogue, after institutions (4)

· European Commission too supports government with “clean hands” (4)

· LDK wants LDD in Lipjan (5)

· Ibrahim Rugova List only one MP (5)

· Gallucci: Albanians cannot do anything without the US (6)

· Independent prosecutor on Marty’s charges (9)

Bota Sot

Front page

· Ukë Rugova becomes member of Kosovo Assembly

· Hashim Thaçi “reconciles” Isa Mustafa, Nexhat Daci and Ukë Rugova!

· Pacolli: Resolution of problems from quick creation of institutions

· EP: Serbian parallel structures in north to be dissolved

· CDHRF: EULEX interventions, pressure on institutions

· Dervishi: Pieter Feith’s concern over “revealing” of witnesses

Other headlines

· EC: Dialogue should be restored in the parliament (2)

· EULEX establishes new rules for staff in the north (2)

· HRW: Independent prosecutor for Marty’s charges (4)

· EU continues efforts for democratization (7)

Infopress

Front page

· Trial for buyers of false testimonies

· Krasniqi meets Kukan

· EC continues to support democracy

· Neither president nor prime minister

· Lunacek: Serbia never in the EU without recognizing Kosovo

· Parties deploy in Mitrovica

Other headlines

· Ahmeti against Macedonia’s partition (2)

· New maps for mass graves in Macedonia (2)

· People’s Attorney is not cooperative (4)

· Independent prosecutor for Marty’s charges (4)

· Ibrahim Rugova List, only one MP (5)

Belgrade Media Highlights    19 January
· Marty: I never said Thaqi was directly involved in organ trafficking (RTS/Politika)

· Djelic: Serbia doesn’t want to politicize Marty’s report (Beta)

· Jeremic discusses SAA ratification, Kosovo (B92)

· Ivanovic: Problem with license plates could cause conflicts (Blic)

· Gallucci: Europe realized it was wrong (Novosti)

· Vlajki: Bosniaks treating Croats as parasites (Politika)

Marty: I never said Thaqi was directly involved in organ trafficking (RTS/Politika)

CoE Rapporteur Dick Marty has stated that he did not assert in his report on human organ trafficking that Kosovo Premier Hashim Thaqi directly participated in human organ trafficking. 

“If you carefully read my report, you will see that I haven’t stated at all that Mr. Thaqi was directly involved in organ trafficking, but that many claim that people close to Mr. Thaqi were involved. It is difficult to imagine that he never heard about this. Compared to Mrs. Del Ponte, I specified many things. I didn’t write there were hundreds of illegal transplantations, but only several. I stated certain names, but not Thaqi’s. However, these people are around Thaqi. You know that he was bearing key responsibility in the KLA and in this group,” Marty told the Swiss website Albinfo.ch. 

Djelic: Serbia doesn’t want to politicize Marty’s report (Beta)

Serbian Deputy Prime Minister Bozidar Djelic told CoE Secretary General Thorbjorn Jagland in Strasbourg that Serbia did not want to politicize Dick Marty’s report and that the matter should be thoroughly investigated. Serbia believes that the truth about this affair must be uncovered in order to secure justice to innocent victims and convince their families and friends that international justice does not have double standards, but is the same for all, Djelic reiterated.
That is why Serbia expects that the report and the resolution will be adopted without amendments that would dilute them and that they will lead to an international investigation that will bring to justice those who committed these heinous crimes. Jagland said that he highly appreciated Serbia’s position that Marty’s report should not be politicized, adding that this document contains very serious charges that authorities must investigate, and that the crucial question is who will conduct the investigation. 

Jeremic discusses SAA ratification, Kosovo (B92)

Serbian Foreign Minister told B92 that he expected that the ratification in the EP of the EU Stabilization and Association Agreement (SAA) with Serbia would speed up the ratification of the agreement with Serbia in the EU member countries which had still not gave their stamp of approval on the document. I believe that the ratification in the EP will have a particularly positive effect when it comes to speeding up of the ratification in other member states,” Jeremic stated. Commenting on by EP Rapporteur Kacin’s draft resolution on Serbia that will also be presented before the EP on Wednesday, Jeremic expressed satisfaction that the controversial amendment to the resolution proposed by the Greens, demanding that the forthcoming Belgrade-Pristina dialogue did “not get to the status issue,” was changed to a request to discuss the status issue at a later stage. “We did everything in our power both through diplomatic channels and through parliamentary democracy to make the wording as good as possible,” Jeremic underlined. 
He assessed that the current formulation suited the Serbian party completely, adding that it was acceptable for the talks to begin with easier topics. The Serbian Foreign Minister pointed out that, when the territorial integrity of a state is threatened, not many countries in the world would have behaved in as constructive and rational manner as Serbia had, adding that it was contributing to the stabilization in the region and was ready for constructive solutions in all fields. “However, no solution that Belgrade is ready to accept will in any way, explicitly or explicitly, effect a change in our policy towards Kosovo,” Jeremic argued. Speaking of Belgrade’s moderate reaction to Marty’s report on human organ trafficking in Kosovo, Jeremic said the report spoke for itself and that those were “the worst accusations of war crimes in the former Yugoslavia since the beginning of the Yugoslav crisis.” Jeremic expressed hope that Marty’s report, which was adopted with two-thirds majority in the CoE Committee, would be adopted with an equally strong majority at the plenary session of the CoE Parliamentary Assembly, and then result in an appropriate criminal investigation. When it comes to Hashim Thaqi as a possible participant in the Belgrade-Pristina dialogue, Jeremic pointed out that Marty’s report would not affect the talks, adding that Serbia would keep the two issues separate “until the completion of the investigation.”

Ivanovic: Problem with license plates could cause conflicts (Blic)

The State Secretary with the Serbian Ministry for Kosovo and Metohija Oliver Ivanovic has said that the Pristina authorities were abusing the issue of the new license plates and creating a situation which could lead to conflicts between Serbs and the Kosovo Police Service (KPS). The Kosovo authorities are making a political issue and a problem around the new Serbian license plates in order to improve their negotiating position in the unavoidable Belgrade-Pristina dialogue, Ivanovic told Blic. “We have three simple facts. Firstly, the plates have been announced a long time ago. Secondly, the Serbian plates were already valid in the entire territory of Serbia, which means in Kosovo and Metohija as well and there is nothing new about that. And thirdly, the KS plates were not valid before and are not valid now,” Ivanovic said. 

Gallucci: Europe realized it was wrong (Novosti)

“If the ‘quint’ countries decide to make a new political agreement with Belgrade, the Albanians will have to accept this. They have so far refused any sort of compromise precisely because they had the support of these countries, especially America. The countries that supported and pushed Kosovo’s independence, have the opportunity to change the approach and to look for a compromise,” Gerard Gallucci, former U.S. diplomat and UNMIK’s regional administrator for northern Kosovo, told Novosti. Asked whether the states that support independence of Kosovo were ready for any sort of compromise, Gallucci says: “That is difficult to say. I don’t believe that the Italians and the French are hard on this issue as the others are. It is possible that the EU is also becoming aware how big of a problem they have in their hands with Kosovo. There are many reasons why the U.S. should re-examine its approach. The key is whether the U.S. will realize that the only way forward is to reach an agreement with Belgrade.”

Do you think that the Belgrade-Pristina dialogue can commence even before the investigation regarding Marty’s allegations?

“There is no reason for talks not to commence as soon as the Kosovo government is formed, but it is a big question how successful they will be. Putting Marty’s report aside, I don’t see many things that the two sides could agree on as long as they are standing on opposite positions when it comes to the status, while Pristina is refusing even practical compromises.”

When it comes to resolving the status, do we actually have in mind the status of northern Kosovo?

“The status of northern Kosovo is in the core of all other unresolved issues, including the search of some way to recognize Serbian economic and trade interests in Kosovo, as well as issues regarding the church and offering support to the Serb community in southern Kosovo. Granting greater autonomy to the north doesn’t mean automatically partition of this part. Especially since accepting partition would mean that Serbia is giving up the rest of Kosovo.”

Vlajki: Bosniaks treating Croats as parasites (Politika)

The Vice President of the Republika Srpska (RS) Emil Vlajki has warned that “the civic emancipation of B&H cannot be achieved without the national emancipation of the Croats.” “The Bosniak authorities, after they made from the Croats ‘Muslim flowers’ in the B&H Federation, which they actually treat as weed, would rule with a majority, with 54 percent of the territory in B&H, without any outvoting according to the false civic principle: ‘one man, one vote.’ In fact, their numerical majority with which they would dominate the B&H Parliament, would come as extra to them, but this time it will not pass,” said the RS Vice President from the ranks of the Croat nation. Vlajki recalled that the B&H Federation was formed in 1994 according to the Washington Agreement and that in legal theory federations are created only as “the union of independent states.” He noted that the B&H Federation was created from two sovereign communities of the Bosniak B&H Republic and the Croat Republic of Herzeg-Bosnia. Based on this, he concluded that the Bosniaks in the B&H Federation own only the property they brought into it, and that the Croats own the property that was on the territory of the Croat Republic of Herzeg-Bosnia.
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