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Main Stories                     20 February 2008
__________________________________________________
· Border points with Serbia damaged, KFOR takes control (dailies)

· First Kosovo embassies to open in June (dailies)

· Sarkozy: Kosovo’s independence will contribute to stability in the Balkans (Zëri)

· Belgian government waits for the signature of King Albert (Koha Ditore)

· Serbia calls on OSCE to condemn independence of Kosovo (dailies)

· Bush: Independence for Kosovo – a righteous decision (Express)

· European parliamentarians in support of Kosovo independence (Express)

· Costa Rice – the first country to recognize Kosovo independence (Express)

· Solana: EU will extend to all of Kosovo’s territory (dailies)

· Prime Minister Brown welcomes the independence of Kosovo (Koha Ditore) 

· Romania closes its liaison office in Pristina (Zëri)

· Ten laws approved within an hour (dailies)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Border points with Serbia damaged, KFOR takes control (dailies)

Dailies report that the boundary point at Brnjak, near Zubin Potok, was burned and destroyed with explosives, while the one in Jarinja in Leposavic was also set on fire. 

No injuries were reported after these incidents. UNMIK chief Joachim Rücker and KFOR Commander Xavier de Marnhac decided to close the border points for 24 hours to enable KFOR to put them under its control, dailies report. 

“Today at around 11:30 am, two border points between Kosovo and Serbia were attacked by groups of protesters. After being demolished, these premises were burned”, KPS spokesperson Veton Elshani said. 

Papers also quote a press release issued by UNMIK which said: “COMKFOR and the SRSG decided to close border points 1 and 31 for the next 24 hours.” 

Express reports in a front-page story that U.S. KFOR soldiers were standing in front of Serb protesters and had gained control over the burned border crossing point in Leposavic. Protesters threatened to continue to express their anger until the border crossing point is released.

First Kosovo embassies to open in June (dailies)

By early June, the Government of Kosovo is expected to open its first embassies in at least 14 different countries, Koha Ditore reports. Officials of the Kosovo Government said that with the approval of the draft law for the foreign ministry, the first preparations for opening embassies in the world will now begin automatically. 

The paper reports that Albania has offered support, which includes sharing buildings for the future diplomatic missions of Kosovo in different countries in the world. 

According to Zëri, Kosovo will first open embassies in the U.S., UK, France, Germany, Italy, Albania and Turkey, as well as in Belgium in Brussels, Sweden, Switzerland, the Czech Republic, Austria, Slovenia, Croatia and Japan. 

Sarkozy: Kosovo’s independence will contribute to stability in the Balkans (Zëri)

French President Nicolas Sarkozy has sent a letter to Kosovo President Fatmir Sejdiu confirming recognition of Kosovo and the establishment of diplomatic relations between Paris and Pristina. He said France is interested in seeing the independence of Kosovo contributing to stability in the Balkans.
Belgian government waits for the signature of King Albert (Koha Ditore)

Belgium has joined other countries in recognizing the new state of Kosovo through a decision announced by Foreign Minister Karel de Gucht. Belgium’s King Albert is expected to sign the decision in order to finalize it. 

Serbia calls on OSCE to condemn independence of Kosovo (dailies)

Serbia’s Foreign Minister Vuk Jeremic in a demarche to the OSCE has urged the organization to condemn the independence of Kosovo and give guarantees that Kosovo will never be granted a seat at the OSCE. Jeremic has called an urgent meeting of the OSCE Permanent Council to discuss Kosovo. He said Serbia will never trade Kosovo for an entry ticket to the EU.

Bush: Independence for Kosovo – a righteous decision (Express)

Express reports that U.S. President George W. Bush said that the recognition of Kosovo’s independence was a planned step and that it was not a surprise for Russia, which is objecting to it. 

“On Sunday, the people of Kosovo declared independence. They sought diplomatic recognition from the United States and yesterday the United States formally recognized Kosovo as a sovereign and independent state,” Bush said during a visit to Tanzania. 

The U.S. President also said that Kosovo’s independence is a historical step for the Balkans. Asked if the recognition of Kosovo is a blow against Russian President Vladimir Putin, Bush said there are disagreements but added that history will show that Kosovo’s independence was a righteous step that brings peace to the Balkans.

European parliamentarians in support of Kosovo independence (Express)
Express reports that European parliamentarians, who held a plenary session in Strasbourg, declared in favour of recognizing the independence of Kosovo and suggested that the European Parliament should adopt a joint resolution in support of independence. However, such a resolution could not be adopted because of Cyprus’s position. 

Costa Rica – the first country to recognize Kosovo independence (Express)
Express reports in one of the front-page stories that Costa Rica was the first country to recognize the independence of Kosovo on 17 February, although the letter of recognition arrived in Kosovo two days later.  

Solana: EU will extend to all of Kosovo’s territory (dailies)

The EU diplomacy chief, Javier Solana, has entered history as the first international guest to the independent Kosovo. He came to Pristina only one day after the EU foreign ministers meeting. He brought the message that all Kosovars should cooperate with the new EU mission, which, according to him, will reach out to all the territory of Kosovo. 

Not wanting to talk about the new status of Kosovo, Solana smiled and said that he had talked about Pristina’s decision to the Prime Minister on the phone earlier and that he had said then “all he had to say.”
In addition, Solana said that the deployment of the EU mission will start despite the fact that some Kosovo communities might not like it. 
During his visit to Pristina, Solana also met UNMIK Chief Joachim Rücker and KFOR Commander Xavier  Bout de Marnhac. 

After the meeting, Rücker said that the UN and EU have extraordinarily good working relations, and this will continue in the future. 

Prime Minister Brown welcomes the independence of Kosovo (Koha Ditore) 
UK Prime Minister Gordon Brown has welcomed Kosovo’s independence. In announcing that the UK had recognized the new state, Brown said that this development was the last chapter of former Yugoslavia’s disintegration. 

“Kosovo was the last unsolved issue. We recognize Kosovo as an independent and a sovereign state,” said Brown, speaking on Downing Street after the EU foreign ministers meeting in Brussels on Monday evening. 

Romania closes its liaison office in Pristina (Zëri)

The Romanian Liaison Office in Pristina will close because Romania refuses to recognize Kosovo’s independence, Romanian President Traian Băsescu said in a statement, according to Belgrade media.
Băsescu said Romania will not interfere in the building of democratic institutions in Kosovo and that the presence of Romanian gendarmerie in Kosovo is based on Resolution 1244, according to Belgrade media reports which cited the Romanian news agency Rompress. 
Ten laws approved within an hour (dailies)

Papers report on the first session of the Assembly since Kosovo’s declarartion of independence at which Kosovo lawmakers promulgated ten laws derived from the Ahtisaari plan. As such, the laws are considered to be important for the functioning of the country. 

The laws were voted on as a package and received the maximum number of votes from deputies. They included laws on the Foreign Ministry, privileges and diplomatic immunities, statehood, police, police inspectorate, travel documents, use of the state symbols, special protected zones, local governance and municipal administrative borders.
Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore

Front page
· Bush: Kosovo’s independence will bring peace

· First Kosovo embassies to open in June

· Prime Minister Brown welcomes independent Kosovo

· Rehn: Next EU step, financing of Kosovo

· Border points destroyed, KFOR takes control

· Assembly approves ten laws in an hour

· Macedonia, consults with EU and NATO on the recognition of Kosovo

· “Mlada Bosna” (Young Bosnia) takes over responsibility for bombs
Other headlines
· Solana: EU to extend to the entire Kosovo territory (2)
· Belgium government waiting for the signature of King Albert II (2)
· DiCarlo: Status quo was unsustainable (2)
· Serbia appeals to OSCE to condemn Kosovo’s independence (3)

· Kosovo to have constitution one month after independence (6)

· Islam Lauka, Albania’s first ambassador to Pristina (6)

· Hashim Thaçi takes the flag to “Ismail Qemali” (7)

· A horrible selection criterion (10)

· Independence splits Serb Ministers (12) 
Zëri

Front page   
· Javier Solana: EU doors are open to Kosovo
· Editorial: A sole option

· Buildings of two border points with Serbia burned down

· In what countries and when will Kosovo open first embassies?

· George Bush: Kosovo’s independence will bring peace in the Balkans

· Kosovo is a unique case in the world, said Christopher Hill in China

· Assembly approves ten laws from Ahtisaari package
Other headlines

· Kosovo’s independence will contribute to Balkans stability (2)
· Romania closes its liaison office in Pristina (2)

· David Miliband: Most European countries will recognise Kosovo (2)

· False announcement for a bomb in Llapnasellë/Laplje Selo and for an attack against an old lady in Livoc (4)

· Belgrade never wanted an agreement with Pristina (5)

· Jeremic demands OSCE not to give membership to Kosovo (6)

· Serbia withdraws its ambassadors from countries that recognise Kosovo (6)

· Lavrov told Rice Kosovo’s independence endangers international stability (6)

· USA calms down Georgia on Kosovo (6)

· Nicholas Burns: I do not expect any crisis with Russia on Kosovo (7)

· Islam Lauka, Albania’s first ambassador to Kosovo (7)

· Sejdiu calls Serbs to return to institutions (10)
Kosova Sot

Front page   
· State asks for passports, Serbs burn two border points

· Editorial: The burned border

· Recognition of the state of Kosovo

· Foreign Minister, Edita or Skënder?

· Constitution, after a month in the Assembly
 

Other headlines

· Ahtisaari laws approved unanimously (2)
· What should independent Kosovo do now? (4)

· France and Britain formalize the recognition (4)

· Tirana appoints Islam Lauka ambassador to Pristina (4)

· Tasher brings the original letter from Turkey (4)
Epoka e Re

Front page   
· Solana: Good luck!

· The birth of Kosovo

· Recognition of Kosovo

Other headlines

· Bush: Now we all should help Kosovo (2)
· Berman: I support recognition of Kosovo by American government (2)

· Lavrov: Kosovo’s independence, dangerous (2)

· Islam Lauka, Albania’s first ambassador to Kosovo (2)

· Macedonia is carefully following the situation in Kosovo (2)

· Kosovo has the road open to European integrations (5)

· Rücker met Solana (5)

· Serbs rebel (6)

· Constitution after a month (6)

· UNMIK in Kosovo, four months more (8)

· Assembly approved ten laws from Ahtisaari package (10)
Express

Front page

· The north, in Americans’ hands

· Ajajaja, Costa Rica

· Foundations of governance

· Solana without words on independence

· Just decision

· Where was KPC?
Other headlines

· Editorial: Kosovo’s identity (2)
· Euro deputies in support of independence (4)

· Peking should know, Kosovo is a unique case (5)

· Three blasts (6)

· False alarm (8)
Lajm

Front page
· All for Kosovo

· Work now

· Australia recognises Kosovo

· Serb invasion

· Islam Lauka, first ambassador to Kosovo
Other headlines

· Security Council did not support Russia’s proposal (2)
· Burns: USA has waited a lot (2)

· 10 Ahtisaari laws voted in package (4)

· Gruevski: For Kosovo, according to EU agenda (4)

· Sejdiu asked Serbs to return to the institutions (5)
Bota Sot

Front page
· Kosovo is a good friend of the EU

· The Republic of Kosovo will soon have its constitution

· History will test the justness of Kosovo’s independence

· France recognises Kosovo as a sovereign and independent state

· Ten laws emerging from Ahtisaari package approved


Other headlines 
· Kosovo’s road towards the EU and NATO is very near (2)
· Rücker condemns Serb attack on the border point with Kosovo (2)

· Kosovo will be an integral, inseparable and united place (4)

· NATO reconfirms its commitment in Kosovo (4)

· Citizens celebrate with dignity, Serbs groups rebel (4)

· Germany and Austria to recognise Kosovo’s independence today (5)

· Solana met Rücker (5)

· Kosovo’s independence, a factor of stability and progress in the region (9)

· Islam Lauka, Albania’s first ambassador to Kosovo (9)
InfoPress 

Front page
· EU united on Kosovo!

· Bush: We all should help Kosovo

· Independence bell

· Very soon with the constitution

· The north becomes hot?
Other headlines 
· Ahtisaari’s package starts to be implemented (2)

· We expect close cooperation (4)

· Serbia disappointed with Australia (5)
· Lauka, Albania’s ambassador to Kosovo (6)

· There was not other solution for Kosovo (6)

· Jeremic: OSCE to condemn independence (6)

· Independence will have consequences in EU-Russia relations (6)

· Kosovo’s independence, a good opportunity for Macedonia (7)
Belgrade Media Highlights

Wednesday 20 February 2008 
· Jarinje and Brnjak checkpoints blown up; Ruecker: Two checkpoints in northern Kosovo closed (Beta/Tanjug/RTS/B92)

· Tadic: Stop violent protests immediately (Tanjug)

· Jeremic demands condemnation of proclamation of Kosovo independence and recalls Serbian Ambassador to Australia(Tanjug)

· Djelic: Only a strong Serbia can defend Kosovo (RTS)

· Lavrov warns Rice of unilateral moves (Tanjug)

· Reactions to recognition of Kosovo (Beta/Tanjug)

· Serb woman attacked in village Gornji Livoc near Gnjilane (Beta)

· Jusufspahic: To take care of interests of the Islamic community (RTS) 

· Metropolitan Cyril: Russian Orthodox Church supporting Serbian Orthodox Church (Beta)

· The Washington Times: Kosovo – jihad creation in Europe (Tanjug)

Jarinje and Brnjak checkpoints blown up; Ruecker: Two checkpoints in northern Kosovo closed (Beta/Tanjug/RTS/B92)

The Jarinje and the Brnjak boundary crossings near Zubin Potok were blown up.  A dozen Kosovo police vehicles were also set on fire, KiM reports. None of the officials or policemen employed at the checkpoints were hurt. UN Police and KFOR decided to close the checkpoints Jarinje and Brnjak at the boundary line with Serbia after the incidents there, stated UNMIK Head Joachim Ruecker. He condemned Serbs’ attacks against checkpoints and underlined that international forces will not tolerate any violence. Ruecker called all citizens of the province to be calm and emphasized that UN Police and KFOR will continue to secure peace and security of all ethnic communities. 

UNMIK spokesperson Aleksandr Ivanko has confirmed that the UN police have withdrawn from two checkpoints for 24 hours, Ivanko told Tanjug that KFOR is at the checkpoints and that the UN police and the customs service would return their after 24 hours.

Beta learned from Zubin Potok mayor Slavisa Ristic that the protests ended after 1p.m. He also explained the cause of the riots. Namely, local Serbs learned previously during the day that Albanian customs officers were coming to take over the boundary checkpoint, which caused their anger. He confirmed that checkpoints were burned, but said the protesters did not clash with KFOR. “KFOR has every right to be there according to UNSCR 1244 and we have no problem with KFOR. But, if they once again try to impose some sort of institutions of a fake state, the citizens will certainly react once again,” Ristic warned. He appealed on UNMIK and KFOR to protect the Kosovo Serbs from the Pristina authorities and to preserve peace in the province. 


Serbian Minister for Kosovo Slobodan Samardzic said that the actions by Serbs at two checkpoints at the Jarinje and Brnjak boundary crossings had not been initiated from Belgrade, but that they were in accordance with the Serbian Government policy on taking over customs policy. Samardzic told TV B92 that the destruction of police checkpoints was a direct reaction by the population north of the Ibar River which does not recognize the unilaterally proclaimed independence of Kosovo. “I believe that it is legitimate. It may not be nice, but it is legitimate,” he said “We did not arrange this way of taking over the customs checkpoints,” he said, adding that around 15,000 people had gathered spontaneously and that it was important that no-one had been hurt. Samardzic pointed out another benefit of the actions at the checkpoints was the fact that UNMIK intended to transfer some of its customs jurisdiction to the EU mission and that Serbia could not allow the EU mission to take over the customs checkpoints.


UNMIK Head’s decision to temporarily close two boundary crossings in northern Kosovo towards Serbia proper represents violation of the principal right of the Serbian population to freedom of movement, assessed SNC leader for northern Kosovo Milan Ivanovic. He pointed that at the same time it represents an attempt of isolation of the northern, Serb part of the province from the domicile country. Stating that the international administration is trying to close the Serbs in a ghetto, Ivanovic assessed that it can only lead to unforeseeable destabilization of the situation in the north of the province. 

Tadic: Stop violent protests immediately (Tanjug)

Serbian President Boris Tadic called for an immediate stop of violent protests and destruction of property in Serbian towns. Only peace and reasonable moves give us possibilities to defend Kosovo with arguments, while violence only leaves us without arguments and is detrimental only to ourselves, pointed President Tadic. He especially underlined that every careless gesture jeopardizes safety of Serbs in Kosovo. 

Jeremic demands condemnation of proclamation of Kosovo independence and recalls Serbian Ambassador to Australia(Tanjug)

Serbian Foreign Minister Vuk Jeremic requested in Vienna of the OSCE to condemn unilateral proclamation of Kosovo’s independence and thus confirm fundamental principles and values of the organization. This serious threat to European security must be reacted upon, as the OSCE principles are deeply shaken, said Jeremic in addressing the Permanent Council adding that there is still time to prevent unnecessary loss of control of the new situation. Reminding that Pristina unilaterally and illegally proclaimed independence of Kosovo from the Republic of Serbia, Jeremic called upon OSCE to confirm its principal values and principles, as quoted in the Helsinki Final Act, Charter of Paris for New Europe, and the Charter for European Security. 

The Serbian Foreign Ministry conveyed letters of protest to the governments of France, Britain, Costa Rica, Australia and Albania after these countries recognized the unilateral declaration of independence by Kosovo. According to a statement issued by the Foreign Ministry, Minister Vuk Jeremic, in accordance with the ministry’s Action Plan adopted by the Serbian Government, recommended the urgent recall of Serbian Ambassador to Australia Milivoje Glisic. 


Djelic: Only a strong Serbia can defend Kosovo (RTS)

Serbian Deputy Prime Minister Bozidar Djelic said that only a strong Serbia will be able to fight to keep Kosovo within Serbian borders and it must show that it will never recognize independence of its southern province. Djelic told RTS that strengthening the Serbian economy and its resources will provide the means for Serbia to fight for Kosovo and stressed that any form of self-isolation would weaken the country in the long run. Attracting investment, creating new jobs, that’s the way we will defend our Kosovo, Djelic said and stressed that Serbia must have a much stronger economy and resources which will secure a series of new investments in the south of Serbia and Kosovo. He said that what happened in the UN SC “behind closed doors” and the division within the EU show that this “act” has come out of the framework of international law and represents a big problem for Serbia, but for the whole world as well. Serbia will try to ensure that this entity is not recognized in the coming weeks, months and years, Djelic said. Commenting on the withdrawal of Serbian ambassadors from countries that recognized Kosovo’s independence, Djelic said that in doing so we are behaving like any democratic, European country. He noted that some of the present and future super powers are on Serbia’s side, like China, India and Brazil, adding that Serbia enjoys the full support of the Russian Federation. The Deputy Prime Minister expressed assurance that the protest on 21 February in Belgrade in front of Parliament building organized by the government and parliamentary parties will show that citizens reject Kosovo’s independence and it will be the strongest possible message that a strong Serbia, with dignity, peace and unity, is defending its interests. 

Lavrov warns Rice of unilateral moves (Tanjug)

The unilateral Kosovo declaration puts at risk the pillars of international order, Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov has stated. “These pillars have been built for decades, as well as international stability,” Lavrov told US Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice in a telephone conversation. According to the Russian Foreign Ministry, the conversation, initiated by Rice, Lavrov confirmed the principled position of Russia that the unilateral activities of Pristina are unacceptable, as is the unilateral declaration of independence of the province. Emphasis was placed on the danger of consequences of such moves, which entail the danger of destroying the pillars of the world order built over decades, as well as international stability, the Russian Ministry said in a statement. 

Proclamation of Kosovo’s independence has a character of precedent which destroys the entire system of international law, stated Deputy Russian Prime Minister Sergey Ivanov. He underlined that declaration of Kosovo’s independence is opening Pandora’s box and that the chain reaction is to follow, as other non-recognized territories will also request recognition. 

Reactions to recognition of Kosovo (Beta/Tanjug)

The Foreign Ministry of non-recognized Pridnyestrovlie Region, broken away from Moldavia, requested soonest possible recognition of its independence, underlining that proclamation and recognition of Kosovo created a precedent for resolution of similar conflicts. Proclamation of Kosovo’s independence and recognition that followed have principled importance, as they form a new model for resolution of conflicts based on priority of the right of a nation to self-determination, the statement reads. The Pridnyestrovlie Region believes that the model should apply to all conflicts with similar political, legal and economic grounds. 

The Polish Government has postponed the decision on recognition of Kosovo that was expected until consultations of the premier with the head of the state, but Foreign Minister Radoslav Sikorski stated that Poland would recognize independence of the province. There are risks, but we will recognize Kosovo, said Sikorski. He stated that Warsaw doesn’t want to be either among the first or among the last when it comes to recognition of Kosovo, but in the main group of European countries. 

It is necessary to look for a solution to the Kosovo status on the international legal plane and based on UNSCR 1244, and the only way for reaching stability in the region is return to Belgrade-Pristina negotiations, with possible participation of international mediators, the Belorus Internal Ministry stated. It is stated that Belorussia thinks that the issue of Kosovo needs to be resolved based on UNSCR 1244 that confirms Serbia’s territorial integrity, as well as based on the key decrees of the UN Charter, the Final Helsinki Act and with the decisive role of the UN SC, which bears the main responsibility for support to international peace and security.

The Romanian diplomatic office in Pristina will be closed, since Romania refuses to recognize unilaterally proclaimed independence of the southern Serbian province of Kosovo, stated Romanian President Trajan Basesku. He stated that Romania will not interfere in building of Kosovo’s institutions and that the presence of the Romanian gendarmerie in the province falls under the UN Resolution. 

Serb woman attacked in village Gornji Livoc near Gnjilane (Beta)

Three unknown attackers beat up Serb woman Jelica Arsic from the village Gornji Livoc in Gnjilane Municipality, Zoran Maksimovic of this village confirmed to Beta. He said that attackers broke into Jelica Arsic’s house and that she sustained grave injuries. Another incident occurred in Laplje selo near Pristina. Some 1.000 students and the faculty of the Education Center Miladin Mitic in the village inhabited by the Serbs were evacuated after they were informed on the planted bomb. The facility was soon blocked by KPS forces. Reacting to the incidents, the Serbian National Council for Kosovo warned of increasingly greater pressure of the Albanians on the Serbs and called on UNMIK and KFOR to protect the Serb population, and authorities in Belgrade to urgently undertake adequate measures of protection of sovereignty and integrity throughout its territory. 

Jusufspahic: To take care of interests of the Islamic community (RTS) 

Serbian Mufti Muhamed Jusufspahic has called all Muslim countries to take care in the decision on recognizing independence of Kosovo of the interests of Muslims and the Islamic community in Serbia. At the press conference in the Belgrade Bajrakli Mosque, Jusufspahic has called all member-states of the Organization of the Islamic Conference to change the decision on recognition of independence of Kosovo and conveyed to the Islamic communities in the region to refrain from comments, because, as he stated, the interest of the Muslims is to live in harmony with Orthodox Christian neighbors. Many Islamic countries may be faced with similar problems like Serbia over the manner in which independence of Kosovo was proclaimed, warned the Serbian Mufti.

Metropolitan Cyril: Russian Orthodox Church supporting Serbian Orthodox Church (Beta)

The Russian Orthodox Church supports the position of the Holy Synod of the Serbian Orthodox Church in regard to Kosovo’s independence and condemns seizing of the ancient Serbian territory, stated in Moscow Metropolitan Cyril of the Russian Orthodox Church. We share sorrow and spiritual suffering of the Serbian nation from whom a historical part of the country was taken away, which is connected to spiritual, historical, cultural and national life of the Serbian people, Metropolitan Cyril, who is in charge of foreign affairs in the Russian Orthodox Church, told a press conference. 

The Washington Times: Kosovo – jihad creation in Europe (Tanjug)

As much as the George Bush administration and European governments try to support Kosovo’s independence, this will only create new problems and endanger both American and European interests in the long run, reads The Washington Times editorial. The prominent paper warns that Kosovo is already a cradle of terrorism and organized crime, and that the situation will be even worse after Washington recognized independence of the province. Reminding that almost all leading Kosovo officials are leaders of the former KLA, which was one of the first terrorist organizations related to Al-Qaeda, The Washington Times points that this should raise a concern. Kosovo cannot achieve even long-term economic or military stability, and it is potentially a source of enemies of Washington and the EU, emphasized the daily. 
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