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· EU blames Belgrade more for annulment of the meeting (Koha Ditore)

· Marnhac optimistic for resolution on immunity of MPs (dailies)

· Krasniqi: Any dilemma should be addressed to Constitutional Court (dailies)

· Mesic: Serbia must not prevent others from cooperating with Kosovo (dailies)

· Rexhepi: EU is conditioning us on visa liberalization (dailies) 

· Lunacek calls on business to help Kosovo’s economic integration (dailies)

· Jahjaga: Slovenian support in integration and economic development (dailies)

· Albanian police officers return to Jarinje border crossing point (dailies)

· Hand grenade close to EULEX building fence (Koha Ditore) 

· CDHRF: Silent ethnic cleansing (Zëri/Express)

Kosovo Media Highlights
EU blames Belgrade more for annulment of the meeting (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports on the front page that the sixth round of talks between Pristina and Belgrade has been postponed. EU sources unofficially said that Belgrade’s unwillingness to compromise over Kosovo customs stamps was one of the main reasons for the cancelation.  The EU did not want to continue with other topics until this is resolved because it considers the free movement of goods as its fundamental principle. 

Serbia, as some diplomats say, sees the acceptance of the agreement on customs stamps as recognition of Kosovo’s statehood.  EU officials also say that UNMIK has given its positive opinion for the stamps of Kosovo customs. 

In Brussels officials fear a trade war between Serbia and Kosovo since Kosovo could remove trade reciprocity measures towards Serbia, a move that the EU will not look at kindly, even though Kosovo’s frustration is understandable.

Marnhac optimistic for resolution on immunity of MPs (dailies)

Several dailies report that EULEX chief Xavier Bout de Marnhac, said that the Kosovo Assembly must deal with its members who are under investigations. During a visit on Tuesday to the Special Prosecution of Kosovo, Marnhac said cases which are near the final phase of investigation could be finalized with a trial. Therefore, according to him, immunity measures must be clarified. “We are working on this issue. We are working to find a path to have clarification. I think that it is important for Kosovo, and it is important for the rule of law. I also think that it is absolutely in accordance with the legislation of the Parliament to be involved in this process since the issue has do to with deputies”, said the Head of EULEX. Marnhac added that a path exists for finding a solution and it should not take long.  He did not comment on deputy Fatmir Limaj.

Krasniqi: Any dilemma should be addressed to Constitutional Court (dailies)

The Head of Kosovo’s Parliament, Jakup Krasniqi, has decided not to give further judicial explanations on the immunity issue of deputies.  On Tuesday he said that the Assembly through a resolution should push the government to address the Constitutional Court. “Politically for me it is clear: deputies have immunity, and to whoever is not clear on this, he should address the Constitutional Court for clarification”, stated Krasniqi after the meeting of Presidency of the Assembly.

Mesic: Serbia must not prevent others from cooperating with Kosovo (dailies)

“Serbia may not recognize Kosovo, but it must not prevent others from cooperating with Kosovo,” stated former Croatian President, Stipe Mesic, after meeting with Kosovo Prime Minister, Hashim Thaçi and Deputy Prime Minister, Behgjet Pacolli, Tuesday in Pristina.  During the meeting the former Croatian President called for more cooperation of the countries of the region.

Rexhepi: EU is conditioning us on visa liberalization (dailies) 

Dailies report that Kosovo’s Minister of Internal Affairs, Bajram Rexhepi, said that the EU is using visa liberalization as leverage towards Kosovo on the discussion with Serbia. Bajrami announced this on Tuesday in front of the members of the Kosovo Assembly Parliamentary Commission for European Integration. 

“The EU is conditioning us with the discussions with Serbia. This is what I said to the officials of the European Commission in Pristina as well. I told them in Brussels as well, that you want to condition us politically in order to sell to us the guidelines. This hurt them. They do not reveal this process publicly though,” said Rexhepi adding that it is better to gain visas through merit and not dialogue. 

Rexhepi also said that by mid-September, an assessment mission of the European Commission is expected to visit Kosovo, regarding the progress on visas.  
Lunacek calls on business to help Kosovo’s economic integration (dailies)
All dailies report that European Parliament rapporteur Ulrike Lunacek has called on local businesses to contribute to economic development so that Kosovo can integrate more quickly in the European family. In a meeting with Kosovar businessmen, organized by the Kosovo Chamber of Commerce, Lunacek said she would do everything in her power on the issue of visa liberalization, “but you should do everything in your power for the economic development of the country”. 

Lunacek criticized the way the EU is dealing with Kosovo but she was also critical toward the Kosovar side for lack of proactive initiatives in the area of economic development. 

“Privatization should not be done only to fill some budget gaps. The destination of financial funds collected from taxes should be known. Moreover, the legislation should be determined in such a way that it is known who is responsible for certain processes so there is greater transparency,” Lunacek was quoted as saying.
Jahjaga: Slovenia’s support in integration and economic development (dailies)

Several dailies quote Kosovo President Atifete Jahjaga as saying that Slovenia can play an important role in Kosovo’s Euro-Atlantic integration process. She said the experience of Slovenia is important for Kosovo because it can be used as a model on how to fulfill conditions and standards. She said that it is important to build a strategic partnership with Slovenia, because it would serve as a road to the EU. Slovenian Prime Minister, Borut Pahor, said that the political relations between the two countries are important and emphasized the support of his country for the integration process and new international recognitions for Kosovo. 
Albanian police officers return to Jarinje border crossing point (dailies)

Several dailies report that a unit of Albanian members of the Kosovo Border Police, after many months, has returned to patrol along Gate 1 of the border crossing point of Jarinje. Kosovo Police general director Reshat Maliqi confirmed the information to the media. 

“This is a Task Force that is combating the smuggling of goods from the northern part to the southern part. It is true that there is a patrol within this task force with four Albanian members of the Kosovo Police. They are supporting an operation planned by the Kosovo Customs and the Kosovo Tax Administration,” Maliqi told the paper. 
Hand grenade close to EULEX building fence (Koha Ditore) 

Koha Ditore reports that a hand grenade put into a plastic bag was found on Tuesday close to the fence of EULEX building, in the center of Pristina. Kosovo Police removed the hand grenade at around 09:00 in the morning. Kosovo Police Spokesperson for Pristina region, Agron Borovci, announced that the police received information that there was an explosive device put in a plastic bag close to the EULEX building on Luan Haradinaj Street. 

CDHRF: Silent ethnic cleansing (Zëri/Express)

Zëri and Express carry a reaction issued by the Pristina-based Council for the Defense of Human Rights and Freedoms (CDHRF) on the recent developments in the northern part of Mitrovica, namely against the pressure on Albanian, Bosniak and Serb residents, such as the recent case of the family of Sebahate Selaci whose house is targeted for demolition by parallel structures of the UNMIK administration. 

“CDHRF expresses concern over the activity of criminal parallel structures which under UNMIK’s auspices are trying to implement the strategy of the Serbian Government for northern Kosovo,” it was said in the reaction.
Kosovo Press Headlines
Koha Ditore

Front page

· EU blames Belgrade more about annulment of the meeting

· Krasniqi: Any dilemma should be addressed to the Constitutional Court

· Jahjaga gets Slovenia’s support for integration and economic development

· Marnhac optimistic about a solution on immunity 

· Lunacek calls on businesses to help economic integration

· Hand grenade found near EULEX fence

Other headlines

· Mesic: Serbia should not impede others from cooperating with Kosovo (2)

· Fol declares Government “Miss Corruption” (4)

· Albanian police officers return to Jarinje (5)

· Deutschland Radio: Thaçi, persona non grata, Europe’s secret (11)

Zëri

Front page

· Dialogue goes on summer leave

· Boja: New recognitions are expected

· EULEX: We will find a way

· Mesic: Serbia should not impede Kosovo

· Haliti: Good for Edita, good for Borko!

Other headlines

· Slovenia, a model for Kosovo (2)

· 4 Albanian police officers return to work (2)

· Stop pressure on Albanians (6)

· Marnhac supports prosecutors (6)

· Rexhepi: The roadmap is being sold to us (6)
Kosova Sot
Front page

· Disagreements delay the meeting for September

· Do not wait for Autumn 

· Serbia should be sued on debt issue

· Slovenia supports Kosovo

Other headlines

· Krasniqi: We are not addressing the Constitutional Court (2)

· De Marnhac: We will do the utmost to clarify immunity (2)

· Rexhepi: Liberalization is being conditioned with discussion (4)

· Buhler: The north endangered by criminal and radical elements (4)

· Lunacek: Work more if you want EU (4)

· Mesic: Serbia should not impede the others (5)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· Clash again

· Rexhepi: EU is conditioning us on visa liberalization

· Dialogue postponed, Tahiri blames Belgrade 

· Mesic calls for good neighborhood

Other headlines

· Friendly countries deepen traditional cooperation (2)

· Israel opposes Kosovo’s independence (2)

· Next Assembly session of Thursday (3)

· Assembly Chairperson met striking veterans (3)

· Police removes a hand grenade close to EULEX building fence (6)

· Albanian police officers return at Jarinje border point (7)

· Schmidt: Germany will stay close to KFS (7)

Express
Front page

· They blame him for the fund

· For the fault of Serbia, dialogue postponed

· Milions of PTK endangered

Other headlines

· De Marnhac:Clarification for immunity (2)

· Krasniqi: Everything clear about immunity (5)

· Evaluates agreements (6)

· Serbia must not prevent Kosovo (6)
· EULEX ready for action (7)

· Albanian policemen to be returned to Jarinje (7)

· Ethnic cleansing in scielence (9)

· Criticism of Lunacek (10)

Bota Sot
Front page

· Mesic: Serbia must not prevent other countries to cooperate with Kosovo

· Parallel structures are acting under the emblem of UNMIK

· Slovenia has always supported the request of Kosovo for freedom and independence

Other headlines

· The Head of Parliament Krasniqi welcomed veterans  (2)

· The issue of immunity is clarified with Constiution (4)

· Feith  until the end of 2012 (6)

· Israel to Serbia: Support us on Palestianian issue and we will support you on Kosovo (7)
· The dialogue to be restarted in September, the meeting of Wednesday anulled (11)

· Lunacek requests transparency in the privatization process (11)

· Marnhac: I will do everything to clarify immunity (11)
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