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· Government wants the police with helicopters and armored vehicles (Koha Ditore) 

· Marnhac ends his mission in October (Koha Ditore) 

· Santa Lucia, the 81st UN member state to recognize the Republic of Kosovo (dailies) 

· KFOR controls alternative roads in the north as well (dailies) 

· Mass: Serbia will not be requested to recognize Kosovo in order to integrate in the EU (Koha Ditore) 

· Reeker handed over to Serbia the list of the conditions for Kosovo (Koha Ditore) 

· Rexhepi dismisses three Serb Police commanders (Epoka e Re) 

Kosovo Media Highlights
Government wants the police with helicopters and armored vehicles (Koha Ditore) 

The leading story in Koha Ditore reports that complaints of the Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi that Kosovo Assembly went on leave at the time when a part of the north of the country was proclaimed a limited military zone, were not for nothing. This daily has learned that after the police action to take over control at border points in Jarinje and Bënjak, Government chief had a plan to request from the Assembly permission to buy sophisticated equipment for Kosovo Police, respectively two helicopters and ten armored vehicles. Senior officials at the Government and Kosovo Police, confirmed that the already approved plan for reinforcement of police logistics and operations, is expected to be presented to the Assembly in the coming days, when the autumn works start. “Based on the studies of the police and Ministry for Internal Affairs, two helicopters and ten armored vehicles would be sufficient at this time. However due to the fact that the amount exceeds the total of Ministry’s budget, and based on the laws in power, the final decision should be made by the Assembly of Kosovo,” said a Government official. 

Marnhac ends his mission in October (Koha Ditore) 

Koha Ditore reports that 14 October will be Xavier Bout de Marnac’s last day as the chief of EULEX. It is expected that the contract of the French General will not be extended, while another French will inherit the position of the biggest mission of the European Union. Sources within the mission told this daily that recent developments as well as not a good performance of the mission since the French General has been leading it, did not “help him on extension of the mandate for another year.” 

Until now, reports this daily, all former senior officials in EULEX served for two years, and their contract was extended automatically due to their good performance. Based on its sources, this daily reports that a mission from Brussels will visit Kosovo in September, in order to draft a report for ESDP, regarding the changes that should be made and duration of the future EULEX mandate, which ends in June 2012. 
Santa Lucia, the 81st UN member state to recognize the Republic of Kosovo (dailies) 

Dailies report that Santa Lucia has officially recognized the independence of Kosovo, increasing to 81 the number of the UN member states that have recognized the independent and sovereign Republic of Kosovo. According to the Ministry of External Affairs, this recognition is a result of the engagement of the Minister Enver Hoxhaj, who on 18 May, received in New York the promise of the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Santa Lucia, Rufas Bousquet, that his country will recognize Kosovo very soon. The verbal note of this country stresses that its Permanent Mission in New York is authorized to start the process of signing of the agreement, which is considered factual and judicial recognition of the Republic of Kosovo by Santa Lucia. 

According to Epoka e Re and Bota Sot, the recognition came as a result of the engagement of Principal Deputy Prime Minister, Behxhet Pacolli. 

KFOR controls alternative roads in the north as well (dailies) 

As announced by KFOR Commander Erhard Buhler, dailies report that eight alternative roads in the north of Kosovo, suspected to be used for smuggling of different goods from Serbia, from Friday are under control of KFOR soldiers. “Since we have made impossible smuggling at border points in Jarinje and Bënjak, we will not allow such thing to happen at alternative roads either,” said Buhler. He added that there are 6.300 KFOR soldiers, which according to him represents a sufficient number to face all the possible challenges during the next weeks. He added that the condition for reduction of KFOR soldiers is first of all the security situation in the north, realization of temporary agreement, and creation of normal conditions for police duties. 

Mass: Serbia will not be requested to recognize Kosovo in order to integrate in the EU (Koha Ditore) 

Koha Ditore reports that the German Ambassador in Serbia Wolfram Mass, said to Belgrade daily Blic, that recognition of Kosovo was never a condition for Serbia’s membership at the EU. “However, what we expect is solution of the problems in order to normalize the relations. From our experience, we know that there is a vast maneuvering space to do this,” said Mass. He added that one of the reasons of  the visit of German Chancellor Merkel is to see how far has Serbia reached on fulfillment of Copenhagen criteria and if everything is moving correctly in that direction. 

Reeker handed over to Serbia the list of the conditions for Kosovo (Koha Ditore) 

Based on Belgrade daily Danas, Koha Ditore reports that the U.S. Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for European and Eurasian Affairs, Philip Reeker, handed over to Serbia’s President Tadic, a list of minimal requests that Belgrade has to fulfill in relation with Kosovo. The same daily reported that Reeker’s one day visit was an “overture” for the arrival of German Chancellor Angela Merkel. “During yesterday’s meetings with Serbian officials, Reeker’s duty was to make pressure on the Government to accept the requests for Kosovo, which will be brought in Belgrade on a higher level, by Merkel,” reported Danas based on diplomatic sources.   

Rexhepi dismisses three Serb Kosovo Police commanders (Epoka e Re) 

Epoka e Re reports that the Minister of Internal Affairs, Bajram Rexhepi, dismissed from Kosovo Police the commander of the police station in Leposavic, Bratislav Kragovic, commander of the police station in Zveçan, Radomir Radosavlevic and commander of the police station in Zubin Potok, Zoran Milkovic, for serious violation of duties and disrespect of the order of General Director. “The three Serb commanders were earlier dismissed by the former general director of the police, Reshat Maliqi, because they did not respect the rotation. Based on the law, they had the right to complain at the second level, so, to me. On Friday, I have called them for a meeting and told them: either you accept the chain of command and rotation at work, or I will bring the decision to dismiss you. They did not respond to the request, therefore today (Friday), I have signed the decision for their dismissal. They have already lost their jobs,” stated Rexhepi adding that the commanders have the right of the appeal at the third level, Constitutional Court.   
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