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· Clinton: No more surprises (dailies)

· EULEX calls for removal of barricades (dailies)

· Serbs do not obey calls from the air to unblock roads (Koha)

· The north towards international administration (Zëri)

· Talks in Brussels won’t include border crossings (Koha)

· Krasniqi: Government cannot negotiate on border points in the north (Koha)

· Despite tensions, EU expects new results in dialogue (Koha)
· Stefanovic: Serbs don’t accept independence of Kosovo (Koha)

· Serbia accepts goods “Made in Kosova” (Koha)

· Serbia includes the north in its tax system (dailies)

· Albania and Kosovo coordinate positions for the UN session (Koha)

· Fatmir Limaj to face the prosecution today (Zëri/Express)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Clinton: No more surprises (dailies)

Koha Ditore reports that American Secretary of State Hillary Clinton told Kosovo President Atifete Jahjaga, Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi and the First Deputy Prime Minister, Behgjet Pacolli on Monday in New York, that the dialogue with Serbia should continue, cooperation with EULEX is crucial, and that Pristina needs to spare Boris Tadic, as he is the best option in Serbia for Kosovo. According to sources from the delegation who met with Secretary Clinton, the American Secretary of State insisted that Kosovo cooperate with EULEX, as it does not have an alternative.  Washington is also pressuring the EU to work more closely with Kosovo and shorten distance between Kosovo and Serbia on the path towards Europe. One sources stated that Secretary Clinton made it very clear that “there should be no surprises anymore”. 
EULEX calls for removal of barricades (dailies)

All dailies report that the head of EULEX, Xavier Bout de Marnhac and the American Ambassador in Pristina, Christopher Dell, visited the border crossing points Jarinje and Brnjak in the north of Kosovo. The international officials met with EULEX, KFOR, Kosovo police and Customs personnel. They requested that the barricades from Serbs in the north to be removed. “EULEX Police and Customs are working together with KFOR to support the implementation of rule of law in this part of Kosovo”, said Marnhac, while praising their commitment to their challenging work. “Both gates are ready to be fully functional, but the barricades placed on the roads are preventing their  opening,” says a EULEX press release.  In the same communiqué De Marnhac called for the barricades to be removed.

Serbs do not obey calls from the air to unblock roads (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports that NATO peacekeeping forces released leaflets from helicopters requesting Serbs to unblock the roads. The message, written in the Serbian language and in Cyrillic, informed Serbs that KFOR accepts the right for peaceful protests but that the barricades are illegal. Also in the leaflets KFOR under Resolution 1244, is tasked with ensuring freedom of movement. 
KFOR troops on Monday placed a check point in the village of Zupc, at the junction in the village of Caber, a village inhabited by Albanians. The placement of this check point angered Serbs, who protested against its placement, eventually leaving because the soldiers did not withdrawal. “We set up the check point to prevent Serb barricades. If a barricade were placed here Albanians from Cabra would have been endangered”, said a KFOR soldier. 
Newspapers report that KFOR for now does not have any intention to remove the barricades with force; while Kosovo authorities say that it is their responsibility.

The north toward international administration (Zëri)

Zëri on the front page quotes international sources in Pristina as saying that for the time being a quick solution for northern Kosovo is out of the question. Therefore, in order to avoid violence, and an escalation in tensions and conflict, international actors are seriously considering putting the north under provisional international administration. Apparently, many are in favour of putting the EU in charge, whereas Serb officials are in favour of the UN.  

Sources also told the paper that Serbs have rejected the Ahtisaari Plan and Albanians have rejected Ban Ki-moon’s six-point plan, a solution somewhere in-between. The process of negotiations between Kosovo and Serbia has to date been more in line with  the six-point plan, so it seems that it is forming the basis for the north.
Talks in Brussels won’t include border crossings (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports that the European Union does not see any reason to halt the dialogue between Pristina and Belgrade.  The office of the EU facilitator has invited the parties to the next meeting set for 27 and 28 September. The topics of discussion remain: telecommunication, electricity, representation of Kosovo in regional and international organizations and university diplomas. The head of Serbian negotiation team Borislav Stefanovic has asked that border crossing points 1 and 31 be included in the talks but this is unlikely given that the topics must be agreed to in advance by Pristina. 

Krasniqi: Government cannot negotiate on border points in the north (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports that the border points in Jarinje and Brnjak, according to the head of the Kosovo Assembly, Jakup Krasniqi, cannot be a topic of talks in Brussels between the Kosovo Government and the Serbian Government. The head of the Kosovo Assembly evaluated this issue as an internal state issue of Kosovo and therefore it is not up discussion with other state governments. “The resolution of the Kosovo Assembly is that which determines what can be discussed in those talks. Based on this resolution the two border crossing points cannot be discussed nor can other internal state regulation of the country”, said Krasniqi, after the meeting of Presidency of Kosovo Assembly.

Despite tensions, EU expects new results in dialogue (Koha)
Koha Ditore reports that EU Enlargement Commissioner, Stefan Fule, had separate meetings on Monday with Serbia’s European Integration Minister Bozidar Djelic and with his Kosovar counterpart Vlora Çitaku. Fule did not address reporters after the meetings, but his office issued press releases where the tensions in northern Kosovo were not mentioned. Fule also said that the recognition of Kosovo is not a formal condition for Serbia’s path toward European integration and that relations between the two parties need to be normalized in due time.
Stefanovic: Serbs don’t accept independence of Kosovo (Koha)

“I don’t think that anyone in the world can tell to the Serb people to give up and accept Kosovo’s independence”, said the head of the Serbian negotiating team, Borislav Stefanovic, for the Russian news channel Russia Today, while emphasizing that Serbs are not going to do that. “This is a serious incident and a step backwards on the path towards normalization of relations. But Serbs simply cannot accept such a behavior”, said Stefanovic
Serbia accepts goods “Made in Kosova” (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports that three trucks with goods from Kosovo headed for Serbia Monday morning. Goods “Made in Kosovo”, accompanied with regular papers of the Republic of Kosovo were allowed to pass at the border crossing point Dheu i Bardhe, in Kamenica.  The goods are destined for the Serbian market. 
This marks the first day that Kosovo goods are allowed to enter Serbia after a 44-month embargo.  Deputy Prime Minister Mimoza Kusari-Lila and customs officials confirmed this. “Three trucks with goods from Kosovo passed through in the early morning hours into Serbia at the border crossing point Dheu I Bardhe, in Kamenica. The goods were accompanied with proper documents of the Republic of Kosovo”, confirmed on Monday, Spokesman of Kosovo Customs, Adriatik Stavileci. According to him, the trucks transported construction goods produced in Kosovo.

Serbia includes the north in its tax system (dailies)

Several dailies report that the Government of Serbia has decided to include the northern part of Kosovo in its tax system. Serbian media reported that the decision, which was made last Friday, will have an economic and political impact because it rejects the argument of Kosovo officials that the north is in the hands of criminals and smugglers.
Albania and Kosovo coordinate positions for the UN session (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports that Albania and Kosovo are coordinating their positions over the issue of Kosovo at the United Nations. The two delegations held a working dinner on Sunday, one day before the start of the 68th session of the UN General Assembly. The Albanian delegation was led by Prime Minister Sali Berisha, while the Kosovo delegation was led by President Atifete Jahjaga. 

“During the dinner, the delegations discussed the latest developments in Kosovo, emphasizing that the latest action by the Kosovo Government and EULEX to deploy customs officers at the northern border will contribute to the further consolidation of the rule of law, the fight against smuggling and organized crime and the strengthening of Kosovo institutions. The delegations also coordinated positions and efforts in lobbying for more recognitions for Kosovo’s independence,” read a press release.
Fatmir Limaj to face the prosecution today (Zëri/Express)

Zëri and Express report that eighteen months after the raids in the Ministry of Transport and Telecommunications, former Minister and now PDK MP Fatmir Limaj will appear before the Special Prosecution of Kosovo. Limaj’s attorney said his client received the invitation to appear before the prosecution for interviewing on September 20th. The attorney also added that the case involves suspected corruption in the Ministry of Transport.
Kosovo Press Headlines
Koha Ditore

Front page

· Clinton: Continue without surprises

· Talks in Brussels won’t include border crossing points

· Krasniqi: No negotiations on northern border crossing points

· Serbs do not obey calls from the air to unblock roads

· Serbia includes the north in its tax system

· Serbia accepts “Made in Kosova” goods

Other headlines

· Stefanovic: Serbs don’t accept Kosovo’s independence (4)

· Danas: Serbia is preparing for war (5)

· Bogdanovic: Serbs to remain behind barricades (5)

· Petrovic: The situation is fragile (6)

· Albania and Kosovo coordinate positions at the UN (6)
Zëri

Front page

· The north toward international administration

· Clinton: You have U.S. support

· Serbia’s trade invasion

· Xharra: Kosovo exports stamps, Serbia exports goods

· Barricades waiting for politics

· They keep silent when they should be speaking up

Other headlines
· Promises for recognition by Tunisia (2)

· Trajkovic and Nojkic against barricades (2)

· Plus: Re-admission agreement with France (4)

· Minus: Serbia is preparing for war in October (4)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· Zero with 150

· Clinton reconfirms American support for Kosovo

· Editorial: EU keeps silent over Serbia’s violation of the agreement

· Cliff: Economy and corruption, Kosovo’s weak points

· The north is blocked

Other headlines

· Assembly rejects negotiations on border crossing points (2)

· Letter: Serbia is engaging reserve troops (3)
· Ashton: Agreement on stamps does not preempt status (4)

· EULEX chief calls for roadblocks to be removed (4)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· Divided deputies of Movement for Union, not enymore with Vetevendosje

· USA strongly supports the state of Kosovo

· Decisive for rule of law

· Krasniqi: The rule of law in the north the only alternative

Other headlines

· Yemen announces recognition of Kosovo  (2)

· EU supports European integration of Kosovo (3)

· The first trucks from Kosovo cross over to Serbia (3)

· Haxhinasto lobbies for Kosovo at the UN (4)
· Three elements of EU for Kosovo (4)

· Marnhac and Dell in border points 1 and 31 (6)
· They give support to the Government for the north (7)

Express
Front page

· They escape from Albin
· They don’t remove the blockade

· American support

· Limaj to confess

Other headlines

· Support from Albania in the UN  (4)

· Yemen announces recognition of Kosovo (5)

· Promises for recognition from Tanzania (6)

· EULEX, barricades should be removed (6)
· Dell and Marnhac in the north (6)

· The north cannot be taxed from Serbia (10)
Bota Sot
Front page

· Albanian police and customs officers without problems in two border points

· In NATO mission Yes, but, still not in the north

· Clinton: USA strongly supports the deployment of the authority in the north
Other headlines

· Territorial integrity not to be discussed with Serbia(2)

· Kusari-Lila: Serbia supporting gangs in the north (2)

· Former Minister Fatmir Limaj, today in prosecution for corruption (3)

· Minister Rexhepi and Ambassador Fitou signed the agreement on repatriation (4)

· KFOR: Serb barricades illegal (6)

· Also one more Ahtisaari for Prizren and Rahovec (6)

· LDK: Government is endangering cultural heritage (7)

· De Marnhac calls for the removal of barricades (11)

· Is Serbia preparing for war with Kosovo? (11)
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