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· EULEX included in the dialogue between Kosovo and Serbia (Koha Ditore)

· Tuvalu recognizes Republic of Kosovo (dailies)

· Krasniqi: Kosovo is ready, Serbia hinders talks (dailies)

· Dell: Vetëvendosje doesn’t deserve me (dailies)

· Kosovo Serbs encouraged to take part in elections (Express)

· Mustafa: Never in a coalition with PDK (Zëri) 

Kosovo Media Highlights

EULEX included in the dialogue between Kosovo and Serbia (Koha Ditore)
The EU rule of law mission is to facilitate dialogue between Kosovo and Serbia expected to start soon. Diplomatic sources told the paper that the decision for EULEX inclusion was taken by the office of the EU High Representative for Security and Foreign Policy Catherine Ashton. The decision was said to have been unexpected considering that EULEX’s mission is technical. In fact, some officials within EULEX have expressed discontent with the decision insisting that the mission should focus only on the fight against corruption and organized crime.
Tuvalu recognizes Republic of Kosovo (dailies)

The papers report that Tuvalu is the newest country to have recognized independence of Kosovo thus increasing the number of recognitions to 72. The decision by the island country in the Pacific is reported to have been reached a week ago.

The news was first announced by AKR leader Behgjet Pacolli who also was the first to receive the note verbale from Tuvalu. “With the delegation of this country I was in September in New York where we were promised the recognition and now it is here,” said Pacolli. 
Krasniqi: Kosovo is ready, Serbia hinders talks (dailies)

Acting president Jakup Krasniqi said that the EU and U.S. should have a role in Pristina-Belgrade talks. Krasniqi said Kosovo was never an obstacle to talks with the Serbian side. “We are aware that based on the UN General Assembly resolution, talks between Kosovo and Serbia should be facilitated by the European Union but we are also aware that in order for these talks to be easier and more successful, the U.S. would give an invaluable contribution,” said Krasniqi.
Dell: Vetëvendosje doesn’t deserve me (dailies)

U.S. Ambassador to Kosovo Christopher Dell reiterated on Friday that he will not visit Vetëvendosje movement after a visit he made to another new political party, FAIR. “Vetëvendosje Movement has not yet proved worthy of my visit,” Dell is quoted by Express. Dell added that Vetëvendosje is not respecting the rules of the game by refusing to sign the code of conduct during elections process which has been signed by all other political parties.   
Koha Ditore quotes officials from the anti-corruption NGO Çohu as saying that Ambassador Dell is using double standards towards political parties. Avni Zogiani said favouring one political party over another undermines normal development of the elections process.

Kosovo Serbs encouraged to take part in elections (Express)

Representatives of the Helsinki Committee in Belgrade and of the Serbian Assembly called yesterday on the Kosovo Serbs to take part in the upcoming Kosovo elections. In a debate at the media centre in Cagllavica, Belgrade officials said only by taking part in elections will the Kosovo Serbs be able to decide about themselves. Sonja Biserko from the Helsinki Committee said Kosovo Serbs during the last decade were hostage to an uncertain politics and added that this should end with Serbs taking part in 12 December elections. 
Mustafa: Never in a coalition with PDK (Zëri) 

LDK leader Isa Mustafa reaffirmed the position that his party will never sign a coalition agreement with PDK as this would ‘suffocate’ democracy in Kosovo. Mustafa said he has no hostile relations with PDK leader Hashim Thaçi. 
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