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Main Stories                         20 December
__________________________________________________
· General Sylejman Selimi nomination for KSF Commander (dailies)
· Tadic requests timetable of talks from Ban Ki-moon (Koha Ditore) 
· Sejdiu and Thaçi meet with U.S. Military Commander, Admiral Mullen (dailies)
· Ahmeti: If Serb police officers don’t show up at work, we will advertise posts (dailies)

· Law on the President endorsed after PM Thaçi’s insistence (dailies)

· Implementation of the six points begins (Lajm)  

· Haradinaj: PM’s blockade risks security of Kosovo (dailies)  

· Haziri and Ferati offered resignations to President Sejdiu? (Zëri)

Kosovo Media Highlights

General Sylejman Selimi nomination for KSF Commander (dailies)

Dailies report that the KPC commander, General Lieutenant Sylejman Selimi, is expected to be nominated today as the Commander of the Kosovo Security Force (KSF). Based on the Constitution of Kosovo, Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi, on Friday, proposed to President Fatmir Sejdiu to nominate General Selimi as commander of the KSF, report dailies. 

According to Koha Ditore, Deputy Prime Minister Hajredin Kuqi confirmed this through a telephone conversation. “It is true that PM Thaçi has proposed General Selimi as the commander of the KSF,” he said. This nomination comes after the continuous requests of NATO leaders for the Government of Kosovo to move forward the process of KSF consolidation, Koha Ditore reports.

Tadic requests timetable for talks from Ban Ki-moon (Koha Ditore) 

Koha Ditore reports that Serbia’s President Boris Tadic sent a letter to UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, informing Ban that he expects to receive in the near future a timetable for talks on the implementation of the plan for EULEX’s deployment in Kosovo.
Citing the Serbian agency Tanjug, the daily reports that President Tadic also said that he had received a letter from SRSG Lamberto Zannier on 6 December which said that after the deployment of EULEX, the SRSG would undertake all measures to reconfigure UNMIK operations in the field of rule of law. “This has been the only contact that Belgrade has had with the UN since the UN Security Council session,” said Tadic. Preservation of the active role of the UN and Special Envoy of the UN Secretary-General in Kosovo is essential for the achievement of stability in Kosovo, assessed the Serbian President.

Tadic underlined that Serbia remains resolute in its position that the mandate of EULEX does not include implementation of any part of the Ahtisaari plan, which was not supported by the Security Council and therefore has no grounds in international law. I expect that UNMIK will retain executive power in Kosovo and remain present in the field through activities of the regional offices, Tadic wrote in the letter to Ban.

Sejdiu and Thaçi meet with U.S. Military Commander, Admiral Mullen (dailies)

Dailies report that Admiral Mike Mullen, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, made a short stop at Pristina Airport late on Friday evening and met there with President Sejdiu and Prime Minister Thaçi. The U.S. Embassy did not comment on the unannounced visit, reports Koha Ditore.
The United States has promised support for the establishment of the Kosovo Security Force and President Bush authorized the U.S. to supply Kosovo with military material and aid, reports Zëri. 

Ahmeti: If Serb police officers don’t show up at work, we will advertise posts (dailies)

Dailies report that at his first press conference since being nominated as general director of the Kosovo Police, Sheremet Ahmeti announced that the suspended police will not be waited for endlessly after 17 February, and that if they do not show up for work soon, there will be an advertisement of posts for new cadets. Ahmeti also said that since the EULEX deployment relations in the north have relaxed. 

Law on the President endorsed after PM Thaçi’s insistence (dailies)

Koha Ditore reports that the draft law for the President of Kosovo was approved yesterday by a majority of the Assembly, only a day after it was removed from the agenda of the plenary session. 
The law was returned to the Assembly through an irregular procedure, with a majority of votes and without the decision of the Assembly leadership, according to this daily, which added that the opposition remained dissatisfied with the decision. 

Zëri reports that, according to the opposition, there was an agreement made between President Sejdiu and PM Thaçi, of the LDK and PDK respectively, to condition the LDK vote on the budget with the urgent return and endorsement of the Law on the President, which was removed from the agenda on Thursday by an initiative of the PDK. The claims were denied by the ruling parties, although the Assembly gathered yesterday in two sessions and approved both the Budget and the Law on the President. 

Implementation of the six points begins (Lajm)  

Reporting on an interview that SRSG Lamberto Zannier gave to the BBC, Lajm notes that despite its rejection by the Kosovo leadership, Ban Ki-moon’s plan has started to be implemented in Kosovo. However, in order to implement it completely, Lamberto Zannier has suggested a new round of technical talks between Pristina and Belgrade, in which the four points proposed by the Kosovo Government would be included. 

The chief of the UN administration in Kosovo announced that he would not lead this level of talks as was the case in past months, but that experts from both sides would deal with this and discuss specific issues from different fields, taking into consideration all opinions. “The report now is the foundation to build the road forward, we will consider all its elements, not only the selected ones, and we are moving toward implementation,” SRSG Zannier is quoted as saying. He added that it would be best if there was a direct dialogue between the two parties, but if there is not one, then there will be facilitation, reports Lajm. 

Haradinaj: PM’s blockade risks security of Kosovo (dailies)  

AAK President Ramush Haradinaj said yesterday that the delays in nomination of the KSF commander are inexplicable. He accused Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi of trying to centralize governing and set it up in the service of his party. According to Haradinaj, the Prime Minister is trying to nominate SHIK elements both in the Kosovo Security Force and the intelligence service, even though he had announced disintegration of SHIK on 15 June.  

Haradinaj also accused PM Thaçi of taking a wrong approach toward the Kosovo Police, saying that he has humiliated it with the people responsible for developing the force. “We are saying this fully aware of the serious security harm that is being caused to Kosovo, and which creates possibilities for the elements that want to destabilize Kosovo from both inside and out of the country,” Haradinaj was quoted as saying. 

Have Haziri and Ferati offered resignations to President Sejdiu? (Zëri)

Based on well-informed sources, Zëri reports that the consensus to nominate Sadri Ferati to the LDK party post of technical and administrative secretary, with quite modest competencies, reached on 17 December, occurred after a serious and long debate between Kosovo President Fatmir Sejdiu, LDK vice-president Kryeziu, and members of the party presidency. This daily reports that there were evident differences in the opinions of the LDK leadership and that due to disagreements, at a certain point Lutfi Haziri and Ferati offered their resignations, but later changed their minds. Zëri comments that nomination of Sadri Ferati to the post of secretary was a devaluation for the Minister of one of the most important ministries responsible for implementing the Ahtisaari plan.  
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