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Main Stories                     20 December 2010
__________________________________________________
· Kryeziu accepts the victory of AAK in Rahovec (dailies)

· Dick Marty: I am acting for Kosovo (Koha Ditore) 

· Judah: Marty’s report, fatal blow for Kosovo (Koha Ditore)

· Lajic in Strasbourg regarding Marty’s report (dailies) 

· Pacolli denies agreeing to a coalition with Thaçi (Zëri)

· LDK and AAK unhappy with the recounting of only 40 percent of ballot boxes (Koha Ditore)

· Daka: Election process deviated with commissioners (Zëri)

· Thaçi: I have my partners (Express)

· Kurti: No coalition with LDK (Kosova Sot)

· Dacic in Kosovo invites Serbian MUP to “consolidate” (Koha Ditore)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Kryeziu accepts the victory of AAK in Rahovec (dailies)

The paper reports that the AAK will be leading Rahovec municipality as its candidate Smajl Latifi has won over the LDK candidate, Ibrahim Kryeziu, in the second round of extraordinary elections for the mayor of Rahovec municipality which took place on Sunday.  The network of NGOs for the monitoring of elections Democracy in Action has proclaimed that Latifi from AAK has won 55.72 percent of the votes and Ibrahim Kryeziu of LDK has won 44.28 percent. Kyeziu accepted the AAK victory but complained of elections irregularities but that he will not present a claim to ECAP.

Dick Marty: I am acting for Kosovo (Koha Ditore) 

Koha Ditore reports that in an interview for the Swiss daily NZZ am Sontag, the Swiss deputy Dick Marty said that the future of Kosovo cannot be built without facing the past. He said that his report is not against Kosovo, but for Kosovo, and above all, for those Kosovars who finally want to live in a judicial country. 

Asked about mentioning the name of KLA commander and current Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi, Marty said that his name is mentioned in so many reports of the intelligence and police services, that it was impossible to ignore it. Asked why he chose the time when Thaçi was reelected, Marty said that his intention was not to affect this process but added that he is not surprised that irregularities happened at the region where Thaçi is so powerful. Marty added that his report does not say anywhere that Thaçi was directly involved adding that in the structures of organized crime, nothing happens without the knowledge of the chief.  

Judah: Marty’s report, fatal blow for Kosovo (Koha Ditore)

British journalist and publicist Tim Judah said if allegations against Hashim Thaçi made in the report of the CoE rapporteur Dick Mary are ever proved to be true, the whole war history about independence of Kosovo should be rewritten. Judah said Marty’s allegations undermine Kosovo’s credibility and “turn down all accusations that Thaçi’s party is involved in flagrant manipulation of elections”.

Lajic in Strasbourg regarding Marty’s report (dailies) 

Dailies report that Serbia’s Minister and president of the National Council for Cooperation with the Hague Tribunal will meet today in Strasbourg with senior officials of the Council of Europe, to discuss Dick Marty’s report on trafficking of human organs in Kosovo. According to Serbian daily Blic, Lajic will meet with acting general secretary of the CoE, Maud de Boer-Buquiccho and the EU commissioner for human rights, Thomas Hammarberg. Serbian media reported that Lajic will discuss the further steps that the CoE plans to undertake after Marty’s report. 

Pacolli denies agreeing to a coalition with Thaçi (Zëri)

AKR leader Behgjet Pacolli told RTK last night that his meeting Thaçi in one of Pristina restaurants was only to discuss ‘current political developments in the country’ and that they never talked about the way the new government could look. “There was absolutely no decision on a possible coalition,” said Pacolli. 

“We have said that there should be professional people in that government, people with clean hands who have not been involved in any scandal. This was also discussed yesterday,” said Pacolli referring to the meeting with Thaçi.

LDK and AAK unhappy with the recounting of only 40 percent of ballot boxes (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that according to CEC officials, in the Counting and Results Center on Saturday evening have begun recounting of 40 percent of ballot boxes from the elections of 12 December. Excluded from this recounting are the ballot boxes which came from Skenderaj, Drenas and Deçan and from some polling stations of Lipjan and Malisheva, which are set to go on a revote on 9 January. 
LDK days before officially requested total recount of votes, but against the request of LDK have voted members of PDK, AKR and the representatives of minorities while the head of this institution, Valdete Daka, and the representative of LDD have abstained.

Daka: Election process deviated with commissioners (Zëri)

In an interview for Radio Free Europe, head of CEC Valdete Daka said elections in Kosovo deviated at the moment when the process was transferred under the responsibility of commissioners and political entities. She said as far as CEC is concerned, it managed to almost perfectly organise elections and that what happened on the ground on the day of elections is not a CEC responsibility.

Thaçi: I have my partners (Express)

Express carries as the leading story an extensive interview with PDK leader Hashim Thaçi quoting him as saying that currently he is only dealing with the formation of the new government. According to Thaçi, most of the work in this respect is over implying that the new government will be endorsed by the end of January. He said he is confident that the PDK will come out even more triumphant in municipalities marred by the biggest abuse of votes.

“Isolated incidents cannot ruin the beauty of these elections. No one can cover up their defeat by complaints. My opponents should review positions within their own parties,” said Thaçi.

Claiming that he has partners for the next government, Thaçi also said that he will give Kosovo a credible President.

In connection with Dick Marty’s recent report, the paper asks Thaçi if there is a plan by certain international circles to politically eliminate him, to which he replies, “We have excellent cooperation with the international community. Therefore, Dick Marty’s accusations are also targeted against the U.S. and other Western friends. I think our friends who after this report congratulated me on the victory and encouraged me to form the new government.”
Kurti: No coalition with LDK (Kosova Sot)

Vetëvendosje leader Albin Kurti in an interview for Kosova Sot says the elections process was accompanied by many irregularities and as a result, elections were neither honest nor democratic. Kurti reiterated that elections result was unacceptable for Vetëvendosje. “It is clear that CEC came out in support of PDK because it published preliminary results that included manipulated votes,” said Kurti. Asked what party could Vetëvendosje enter a coalition with, Kurti said they would not join any of the political parties that have won seats in the new Assembly.

On the report published recently by CoE’s Dick Marty, Kurti said he did not believe there was any organ trade but added that all of this is not done for the sake of the truth of justice but the only purpose is to discipline Thaçi into being even more obedient and servile ahead of talks with Serbia. 

Dacic in Kosovo invites Serbian MUP to “consolidate” (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that Serb Interior Minister, Ivica Dacic, at the same time the head of Socialist Party of Serbia, formed by Slobodan Milosevic, has stayed on Sunday in Zvecan, where he met with Serb parallel structures, the heads of Serbian MUP, which acts illegally in Kosovo and with so-called commanders of Serb territorial defense in Kosovo. He called on these structures to consolidate. 
In the meeting with Serb political structures of Serbia, which are installed in Kosovo, Dacic promised them that Serbia will never give up Kosovo. Dacic in the meeting with security structures, of Serb police and Serb territorial defense has emphasized that those two institutions should consolidate in order not to allow, by any means, the expansion of Kosovo institutions in the north of Mitrovica and Kosovo, cites the source. Dacic entered Kosovo unhindered in the crossing point G-1 in Jarinje and exited from the same crossing point at 1600 hrs. Kosovo police justifies this by saying that they did not have any information about Dacic’s arrival. 

Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore
Front page

· Kryeziu accepts AAK’s victory in Rahovec

· Dacic in Kosovo calls on Serbian MUP to “consolidate its ranks”

· Dick Marty: I act for Kosovo

· LDK and AAK unsatisfied with decision to recount votes in only 40% of ballots

· Civil servants who ran in the elections will not receive salaries for over two months

Other headlines

· Minus of the week: Vote thieves (2)

· Second minus of the week: Dick Marty’s report (2)

· Lajic in Strasbourg over Marty’s report (4)

· Judah: Marty’s report is a fatal blow for Kosovo (4)

· Representatives of Presevo Valley react against Marty’s report (5)

· Sandjak Mufti: Serbia is creating a new Kosovo (5)

· Palokaj: Can damage inflicted on Kosovo over last week be undone? (10)

· Gashi: New elections are the only way out of crisis (11)

Zëri
Front page

· Pacolli denies coalition with Thaçi

· Latifi beats Kryeziu

· Commissioners at fault for elections process

· Without institutions for another month

Other headlines

· ADK against Dick Marty’s report (2)

· Sandjak, a new Kosovo (2)

· Talks could begin in February (2)

· Without institutions for another several months (5)

Kosova Sot
Front page

· Kosovo budget damaged by millions of Euros in four days

· Kurti: No coalition with LDK

· AAK’s Latifi, winner of Rahovec elections

· AAK doesn’t shift from its position

· Editorial: “Sharr Cem”, non-transparent privatisation and silence of politics  

Other headlines

· Marty in Moscow, Lajic in Strasbourg (2)

· Unhappy with CEC decision (3)

· Talks with Serbia, in February (3)

· Daka: Commissioners and political entities deviated the process (4)

· Judah: Marty’s report, serious blow for Kosovo (4)

· Basha rejects claims: I have nothing to do with the Yellow House (4)

· Albanians more optimistic than Serbs in Mitrovica (18)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· Another failure of Isa Mustafa, LDK loses with 12 % difference

· Qosja: Marty is pro-Serb. He is against independence

· Haliti: The report that accuses the entire nation

· Katuçi family: Marty tried to throw bones at the “Yellow House” 

Other headlines

· Presevo Valley’s PDSH requests involvement on Kosovo-Serbian dialogue (2)

· Zukorlic: Sandjak is being transformed into a new Kosovo (2)

· Kosovo’s future is in Europe (5)

· Pacolli: A few steps for the faith on elections (6)

· The process of recounting the votes continues (7)

Express

Front page

· I have the partners

· Rahovec belongs to Ramush

· Power price increases

· Correct frauds 

Other headlines

· Maliqi: Scandal of massive cheating of votes (2)

· Shala: The great political winter of Kosovo (3)

· Zafiri, dissatisfied also with AAK (6)

· They have not decided on ministries yet (7)

· Bingo for November (8)

· Report of slander (9)

· The year without budget (10)

Bota Sot
Front page

· Pacolli: Coalitions only after the certification of results

· Re-elections change the percentage, recounting annuls elections?

Other headlines

· CEC decided for recounting of 40 percent of ballot boxes (3)

· Zukortic: Sandzak is turning into a “new Kosovo” (3)

· Council of Europe parliamentarians did not know about Marty’s report (3)

· Talks in February? (5)

· Smajl Latifi of AAK, Mayor of Rahovec (6)

· Naser Rugova requests the resignation of Nexhat Daci (6)

· Most urgent priorities for the future government (10)

InfoPress
Front page

· Gobbelsain conspiracy against Kosovo
· Anti-American agenda of Dick Marty
· Latifi, Mayor of Rahovec
Other headlines

· Pacolli ready for coalition...  (2)
· Non favorable position (4)
· Recounting in 740 polling stations (4)

· I have never been in any yellow house (4)

· Marty’s report, over the prejudgment (5)

· The fund for Kosovo’s development promoted (7)

Disclaimer

This media summary consists of selected local media articles for the information of UN personnel. The public distribution of this media summary is a courtesy service extended by UNMIK on the understanding that the choice of articles translated is exclusive, and the contents do not represent anything other than a selection of articles likely to be of interest to a United Nations readership. The inclusion of articles in this summary does not imply endorsement by UNMIK.
