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· Merkel: A solution for the north, without parallel structures (dailies)

· Thaçi conveys Merkel’s messages to Tirana (dailies)

· Hoxhaj: Merkel’s visit strengthens the state of Kosovo (Epoka e Re)

· Bajrami: Germany committed to its goals in the Balkans (Koha)

· Mass: There is the state of Serbia and the state of Kosovo, problem solved (Koha)

· Tadic requests double sovereignty for Kosovo (dailies)
· Murphy requests the protection of cultural heritage not to be politicized (dailies) 
Kosovo Media Highlights

Merkel: A solution for the north, without parallel structures (dailies)

All dailies cover on the front pages yesterday’s visit to Kosovo by German Chancellor Angela Merkel, highlighting, what every newspaper calls, clear messages for both Kosovo and Serbia. Merkel visited German KFOR troops who recently came under attack by Serbs in northern Mitrovica and she also had a brief meeting with Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi in Pristina Airport. 

Koha Ditore reports on the front page that during her visit to Kosovo, Merkel confirmed her position vis-a-vis Serbia and also made several requests from Kosovo, notably to fight against corruption and to build a democratic state.

“There is still work to be done in the fight against corruption and in the process of dialogue,” Merkel was quoted as saying. “In our direct talks with Serbia, we have made it clear what we want. Free trade must be enabled, and currently this cannot be done due to barricades, which also prevent the implementation of the joint management of border and step by step we must dissolve parallel structures,” Merkel said.  She added that “cooperation with EULEX is very important and this cooperation must not remain only on paper.”

Express reports that Merkel’s message for Serbia is: remove parallel structures from the northern part of Kosovo. The paper quotes Merkel as saying on the north that “I think a big step has been made and now it is up to the Kosovar side to give something in order to find a peaceful solution for this matter.”

The leading front-page headline in Epoka e Re says Another slap in Serbia’s face: Dissolve parallel structures!

After meeting Chancellor Merkel, Prime Minister Thaçi told reporters that he assured the German Chancellor that Kosovo will continue to meet all criteria that are required to become part of the European family. “Dialogue is not one of the options, but the only option for resolving matters with Serbia. This dialogue is true only when the reached agreements are implemented in full. Therefore, we hope that Serbia will act in this respect,” Thaçi said.

Koha Ditore notes that during her press conference, Merkel twice mentioned Serbian President Boris Tadic by name, but did not mention Prime Minister Thaçi’s name at all.

Thaçi conveys Merkel’s messages to Tirana (dailies)

Several dailies report that Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi met Albanian Prime Minister Sali Berisha in Tirana on Monday afternoon. A press release issued by the Kosovo Government said the main topics of the meeting were current political developments in Kosovo, strengthening of relations between the two countries, the full implementation of the European agenda by Kosovo and Serbia and other topics of interest. 

The press release also says that Thaçi informed Berisha about German Chancellor Merkel’s strong messages during her visit to Kosovo. “Chancellor Merkel’s messages are messages of Germany’s support for Kosovo’s further development in all areas, messages of support for Kosovo’s territorial integrity and for its European future,” Thaçi was quoted as saying.

Hoxhaj: Merkel’s visit strengthens the state of Kosovo (Epoka e Re)

Kosovo’s Foreign Minister Enver Hoxhaj, in an interview for Epoka e Re, said German Chancellor Angela Merkel’s visit to Kosovo is a turning point in bilateral relations between Kosovo and Germany and strengthens the state building process of Kosovo, and peace and stability in the region. “The visit is also crucial for the European future of Kosovo,” Hoxhaj was quoted as saying. 

Bajrami: Germany committed to its goals in the Balkans (Koha)

In an interview for Serbian media, Koha Ditore editor-in-chief Agron Bajrami said the visit by German Chancellor Angela Merkel to Kosovo confirms Berlin’s interest for the situation in Kosovo, and the Balkans in general, and shows that Merkel’s position in the last couple of months starting from her visit to Belgrade and the conditioning of the candidate status for Serbia, are part of a policy that has clear goals and is committed to reaching these goals. 

Mass: There is the state of Serbia and the state of Kosovo, problem solved (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports that when asked by Serbian TV B92 whether he sees a solution for Kosovo’s regional representation, the German Ambassador in Belgrade, Wolfram Mass, said  that this problem is easily resolved. “I have a simple idea. You put the name tags of the participants, and the problem is resolved.” He added that Germany does not intend to push Serbia to recognize Kosovo as an independent state, because this issue is already resolved for Germany. He stated that the visit of the German Chancellor Angela Merkel to Kosovo, does not represent any signal, and that it is an ordinary visit to German soldiers for Christmas. “I think that there is a tendency to interpret things in different manners. She went to Pristina a week before Christmas, not two weeks prior to the decision of the European Council, in order not to give Serbia the status of candidate. 

Tadic requests double sovereignty for Kosovo (dailies)

Several dailies report that Serbia’s President, Boris Tadic, sated in an interview for a Macedonian magazine that Serbia does not have illusions that it could return Kosovo on the Serbian state system, however, it will not give up on seeking another political solution. He stated that Belgrade also wants to follow the road to integrations, however he added that he could not do this without the support of Serbian citizens, and “they do not give you support if Serbia does not guard its legitimate interests in Kosovo.” 

He stated that the division of Kosovo, proposed ever since the 1960s, is also not a solution. According to him, “the only solution” is  “double sovereignty” or some other model based on other international solutions, the Irish model, Southern Timor or the solution in the time of two Germanys for example.  

Murphy requests the protection of cultural heritage not to be politicized (dailies) 

Dailies report that the U.S. Deputy Ambassador in Kosovo, Michael Murphy, requested on Monday from the Serbian state not to politicize the agreement on cultural heritage signed recently by Kosovo President Atifete Jahjaga and U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton. He stated that the statement of the Serbian Deputy Prime Minister Ivica Dacic that Kosovo and the U.S. are trying to falsify Serb cultural heritage, is cynical. “We are sorry and it is cynical that someone has chosen a political game on the issue of cultural heritage and the readiness of the U.S. to help on this issue. One also feels sorry that someone consider this aas falsification or stealing of cultural heritage, because we want to protect all heritage, Albanian, Serb, Jewish…” stated Murphy during the inauguration of St. Nicola’s Church in Pristina. 

Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore

Front page

· Merkel: A solution for the north, without parallel structures

· Tadic calls for “double sovereignty” for Kosovo

· Busek: Kosovo’s recognition by Serbia is a long process

· EC: Bills on RTK and IMC not in line with EU legislation even after amendments

Other headlines

· Mass: There is state of Serbia and state of Kosovo, and problem is solved (2)

· Dacic wants Serbian police in northern Kosovo (2)

· Thaçi conveys Merkel’s messages to Tirana (2)

· Bajrami: Germany committed to its goals in the Balkans (3)

· Murphy says protection of cultural heritage must not be politicized (4)

· Dialogue does not lead to the European Union (5)

· Pastor: Issue of Kosovo ended in 1999 (5)

· Situation in the north remains unchanged, as a result of barricades (6)

Zëri

Front page

· Fight corruption

· LDK and AAK leave Vetëvendosje out in the open

· Gashi: When government pioneers welcome the Chancellor

Other headlines

· Busek: Division, a bad example (2)

· Russia with a draft resolution on Kosovo (2)

· Kuçi with friends to visit Brussels (2)

· Plus: Tadic: We cannot get Kosovo back (4)

· Minus: Thaçi and Berisha join forces (4)

· The political game with cultural heritage (8)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· Fight crime and corruption

· Editorial: German messages

· Over 3,000 unresolved cases at the Supreme Court of Kosovo

· Deficit around €1 billion, prices have gone up by 9.7 percent

Other headlines

· MIA signs reintegration agreement with UNDP (2)

· Russia proposes draft resolution on organs trade (2)

· Candidates for ambassadors are blocked at the Assembly (2)

· Dacic calls for deployment of Serbian police in northern Kosovo (4)

· Murphy defends cultural heritage agreement (4)

Epoka e Re

Front page

· Closely tied with Germans, another slap for Serbia: parallel structures should dissolve

· Hoxhaj: Merkel’s visit strengthens Kosovo state

· Tadic raises the price: A Kosovo with double sovereignty 

Other headlines

· Jahjaga: Kosovo is not a precedent (2)

· Bussek: Serbs cannot sit on two chairs (2)

· Tomorrow at the UN SC, Russian draft resolution to be voted (2)

· Kuçi and Rexhepi visit Brussels (3)

· Demaçi: We were shaken by Havel’s death (3)

· Thaçi conveys Merkel’s messages to Tirana (5)

· Merkel waited on an imposing manner also by citizens (5)

· Situation in the north unchanged (6)

· Divided over the double citizenship of the president (7)

Express
Front page

· Chancellor’s requests 

· Mission impossible? 

· Disloyalty of the banks

· Hope for the President

· Crisis touches Kosovo as well 

Other headlines

· Russian attempts (2)

· Tadic: We cannot return Kosovo under Serbia (5)

· Games with heritage (6)

· Serbs cannot sit on two chairs (6)

· Law on RTK concerns EU (9)

Bota Sot
Front page

· Merkel: Make Kosovo a democratic state ruled by law 

· Murphy: Someone is making a political game with cultural heritage

· Supreme Court is not considering the files of the “big fish” 

Other headlines

· Rexhepi: We are ready for visa liberalization process (4)

· Shkreli: Careful from Russian humanitarian aid  (5)

· Kuçi and Rexhepi visit Brussels (6)

· Bussek: Serbian politicians are not consequent while speaking about Kosovo (7)

· Russsian draft resolution on organ trafficking, in front of the Security Council (7)
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