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· Haradinaj calls Thaçi for a duel (Koha Ditore)

· UNMIK keeps Office for Legal Affairs (Koha Ditore)

· UNMIK role political (Express, Bota Sot)

· World Bank Group offers membership to Kosovo (Koha Ditore)

· No special elections for the Serbs (Bota Sot)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Haradinaj challenges Thaçi to a duel (Koha Ditore)
Alliance for the Future of Kosovo (AAK) leader Ramush Haradinaj has invited Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi for a public debate, but the paper says it is highly unlikely that Thaçi will accept the invitation, at least not while parliamentary elections are still far away. 

In the meantime, Deputy Minister of Transport and Telecommunications Adem Grabovci called on Haradinaj to debate him but officials in AAK said Grabovci can debate only with officials in the Peja branch and perhaps “a prosecutor” but not with the party leader, Ramush Haradinaj. “A party leader debates with the leader of the other party, deputy leader with a deputy leader and so on,” said AAK’s General Secretary Burim Ramadani.

UNMIK keeps Office for Legal Affairs (Koha Ditore)

The UN mission in Kosovo plans to retain the Office for Legal Affairs despite reconfiguration. The office will now be responsible for interpreting UNMIK regulations and resolution 1244, and will ensure that UNMIK actions are in accordance with the mission’s mandate. UNMIK Spokesperson Russell Geekie told the paper that legal offices exist in all UN missions. 

Mission officials said that interpretation of UNMIK regulations and Security Council resolution 1244 will be done by UNMIK without reference to the Constitution of Kosovo. “UNMIK remains neutral and this prevents the mission from commenting on laws based on the Constitution of Kosovo, which UNMIK neither comments on nor opposes because of its status-neutral stance,” an unnamed UNMIK official said. 
UNMIK role, political (Express, Bota Sot)
Express reports that the UNMIK Spokesman Russell Geekie stated that the role of UNMIK in Kosovo is a political role. “Our role is a little bit different now. We have the European Union mission, EULEX, which is responsible for rule of law. So UNMIK will be a more a political mission and more oriented to establishing dialogue between communities,” Geekie told Serbian Kim Radio. According to Geekie, EULEX is now charged with the rule of law and police. He added that UNMIK has good cooperation with this mission and they work together in full coordination.
World Bank Group offers membership to Kosovo (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that World Bank representative Lundrim Aliu announced that the World Bank Group has offered Kosovo membership to this institution which is expected to become official after Kosovo signs a membership agreement. In this manner, the Bank has confirmed conclusion of the six-week certification  process of voting at the Governing Board, reports this daily. 

“The executive board certified the votes of Governing Board of the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD), of the International Development Association (IDA), International Financial Corporation (IFC), Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency (MIGA), to offer membership of the Republic of Kosovo to the World Bank Group, informed the Office of the World Bank in Pristina on 15 June of this year,” said Aliu.
The official agreement with the World Bank and IMF will be signed by the end of June, when a senior delegation led by Prime Minister Thaçi is expected to travel to Washington. 

No special elections for Serbs (Bota Sot)

Leaders of political parties in Kosovo said that local elections will take place in Kosovo municipalities and that there will be no special elections organized for the Serb community. 

PDK Spokesperson Blerand Stavileci said Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi has called on all Kosovo citizens to take part in elections and that “these elections also apply to Serbs as Kosovo citizens.” He said there can be no special elections for Serbs. The same was echoed by LDK official Lutfi Haziri who added that separate elections for the Serb community would be in conflict with the Constitution of Kosovo and seriously impair the institutions of Kosovo.
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