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· Roadblocks to be removed after political consultations (Koha)

· KFOR opens border point in Bërnjak for movement (Koha) 

· Sparkes: There is no other agreement on customs points (Kosova Sot) 

· Partition of the north ruled out as an option (Zëri)

· Serbia conditions talks (Zëri)

· Court mentions arrest of MPs, not government officials (Koha) 

· Limaj undergoes “scanner” for the work at MTPT (dailies)

· Oman reconfirms recognition of Kosovo’s independence (dailies)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Roadblocks to be removed after political consultations (Koha)
Koha Ditore reports that roadblocks in northern Kosovo will remain there at least until President Atifete Jahjaga and Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi return to Kosovo. 
Unnamed sources told the paper that EULEX and KFOR, in consultation with Kosovo institutions, decided that no effort would be made to remove the roadblocks as long as Kosovo leaders are holding meetings in New York as part of the United Nations session. 
KFOR and EULEX don’t think that the removal of roadblocks is a task only for security mechanisms. 
The two international missions therefore expect political representatives of Kosovo and Serbia to consult Brussels on how freedom of movement can be provided in the north of Kosovo.

KFOR opens border point in Bërnjak for movement (Koha) 

Koha Ditore reports that German and French KFOR soldiers opened the border gate in Bërnjak on Tuesday morning for a few hours. According to sources, NATO members there have completely removed the barbed wire near the border with Serbia, and opened one lane on the Kosovo side. According to the sources of this daily, KFOR allowed persons and goods to pass but were very strict on its controls. Even though the border point was opened, no vehicle crossed through the gate, because Serb criminal groups blocked the roads in Kosovo and in the neutral territory, reports Koha Ditore.  
Sparkes: There is no other agreement on customs points (Kosova Sot) 

Kosova Sot reports that EULEX deputy chief, Andy Sparkes, told this daily that EULEX is playing an executive role at Gates 1 and 31. He said that crossings at these gates are technically open; however there are functional difficulties due to the blockades in the streets. When asked about Serbia’s insistence for a special agreement for these border points, Sparkes said that there is an agreement that was reached in Brussels on 2 September, and this is valid for all border crossings, as a unique customs zone. “We do not have and we will not have another agreement. This agreement was welcomed in Brussels, and the High Representative for Foreign Policy and Security, Ms. Ashton, has hailed it. The Kosovar party is implementing it, and we expect that the other party will do the same,” said Sparkes. 

Options for the north rule out partition (Zëri)

Zëri quotes local political analysts as saying that the deployment of NATO and EU, together with Kosovo institutions at the border gates with Serbia rules out the option of partition. They also predict a political settlement for the north that will take a long time.

Naim Rashiti, an analyst with the International Crisis Group (ICG), told the paper that the idea of having a provisional international presence in the north with an exit strategy that would eventually transfer power to local authorities and partly under Kosovar jurisdiction would be acceptable. “But dilemmas and differences remain on what the international administration would finally bring to relations between Pristina and Belgrade,” Rashiti added.

Political analyst Halil Matoshi said the joint action on September 16th in the north showed the international community’s commitment to protect Kosovo’s borders and its territorial integrity. “In the current international arrangements, the Ahtisaari Package remains the key to solving this problem and I believe it is the best planned political option for integrating that part of Kosovo under the political system run by Pristina,” Matoshi was quoted as saying.
Serbia conditions talks (Zëri)

Zëri reports that Serbian representatives have threatened the European Union with withdrawal from the negotiations with Pristina, until the latter agrees to negotiate the issue of Gates 1 and 31 in the next round of talks. 

Serbia’s chief negotiator Borislav Stefanovic told the paper that “there is no sense for Pristina and Belgrade to address new topics until the issue of the north is solved first”. Stefanovic added that the Serbian delegation will not go to Brussels on September 27, or for next rounds, if the two parties do not talk first about the north. Stefanovic said he notified Brussels about the Serbian position. 
Court mentions arrest of MPs, not of government officials (Koha) 

Koha Ditore reports that the Constitutional Court of Kosovo gave its interpretation on deputy immunity on Tuesday.  It read that deputies can be stopped and arrested, even while they are ‘on duty’. Koha Ditore reports that the interpretation became public on when EULEX was questioning Deputy Fatmir Limaj regarding allegations of corruption. This daily further says that EULEX was the institution which requested from state authorities to address the Constitutional Court regarding the interpretation of the deputies’ immunity. 

The interpretation does not say much about the others, reports this daily, stressing that the President of Kosovo “cannot be arrested or held during his or her mandate, due to the nature of the function of the president, requested to be available all the time to carry them. However, arresting or stopping is not mentioned in the interpretation, when members of the Government are concerned. However, according to Epoka e Re, deputies, presidents and government members, do not have immunity. 

Limaj undergoes “scanner” for the work at MTPT (dailies)
All dailies report that yesterday, former Transport Minister and current PDK MP Fatmir Limaj was questioned at the Special Prosecution of Kosovo for the first time over suspicions that he misused public funds while holding the post of minister. 
Sources from the Prosecution told Koha Ditore that German prosecutor Johannes Picker questioned Limaj for five hours over suspicions that he is involved in organized crime, money laundering, extortion and misuse of official duty. During the questioning, Limaj had to reveal the origin of his wealth and provide details about the financing of his son’s studies in the U.S.
Limaj’s attorney told Epoka e Re that based on prosecutors showed yesterday there was no evidence proving that Limaj violated the law while he was Minister of Transport. “All procedures related to tenders are in the competency of the Department for Procurement,” added the attorney. 
Oman reconfirms recognition of Kosovo’s independence (dailies)

Several dailies quote a press release issued by the Kosovo Ministry of Foreign Affairs as saying that Prime Minister Thaçi and Foreign Minister Hoxhaj on Tuesday received confirmation from the Oman Foreign Minister Yusuf bin Always bin Abdulla that Oman fully recognizes Kosovo’s statehood. Leaders agreed that very soon diplomatic relations will be established between the two countries.
Kosovo Press Headlines
Koha Ditore

Front page

· Constitutional Court mentions arrest of MPs, not of government officials

· Roadblocks to be removed after political consultations

· Recognition from Oman reconfirmed

· Jahjaga and Thaçi attend meeting of Clinton’s Global Initiative

· Rexhepi: We will talk about removing roadblocks these days

· Funds divide Unification Movement and Vetëvendosje

· Serbia sends back three trucks from Kosovo

Other headlines

· KFOR opens Brnjak crossing point (2)

· Limaj undergoes “scanner” for work at MTPT (3)

· AAK: Minister Agani’s healthcare policies have failed (6)

Zëri

Front page

· Constitutional Court speaks: No immunity

· What is happening in the northern borders?

· Partition ruled out as an option for the north
· Serbia conditions talks

· Shefkiu: Constitutional Court hunting for Fatmirs

· Funds divide the two movements

· Kurti: Thaçi’s unmasking

Other headlines

· The president, next year (2)

· Recognition from Oman reconfirmed (2)

· Dacic, dangerous messages (2)

· KFOR opens Brnjak crossing point (2)

· Jahjaga meets former President Clinton (6)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· Sparkes: No other agreement on customs points
· MPs can be arrested

· Albanian businessmen return Serbian products in Kosovar market

· Judicial auditing for Municipal Court
· Serb criminal suspected of transporting for Geokos

· Other headlines

· They break up over €162.000 (2)

· 15,000 signatures needed to run for president (2)

· State of siege (3)

· EU could condition Serbia (3)

Epoka e Re

Front page

· Other changes to the Constitution requested

· Deputies, President and Government officials, do not have immunity

· Oman reconfirms recognition of Kosovo

Other headlines

· Meeting with Clinton (2)

· Catching and sentencing of criminals requested (3)

· Belgrade should accept the new reality in the north (3)

· Egyptian revolutionaries support independence of Kosovo (3)

· President should be elected by the nation, dismissed by the Constructional Court (5)

· Debate with citizens from 4 October to 4 November (5)

· Limaj to appear at the prosecution today as well (7)

· AAK accuses Minister Agani for failure on health care (8)

· Vetëvendosje: Government is forcing citizens to accept Serbian goods (9)

Express
Front page

· Permission for EULEX

· Confession continues

· Clash over money

Other headlines

· Mushkolaj: Picture as fetish  (2)

· Rexhepi: Minister, return reciprocity (3)

· Ivanovic frustrated parallel structures (2)

· EULEX considers the decision (4)

· Egypt revolutionaries support independence (5)

· Recognition from Oman confirmed (5)

· Bad reputation (7)

Express
Front page

· The north strangled, Serbs add blockades 

· According to the Court, deputies can be handcuffed at any time

· Berisha in the U.S.:  Support Kosovo on visa liberalization

· No good news from Vatican yet

Other headlines

· Editorial: International administration of the north, unacceptable (2)

· Albanians in the north:  Stop Serb criminals in the north (3)

· Pacolli and Hoxhaj lobby in New York (3)

· Pacolli meets with President of the Ivory Coast Alassane Ouattara (3)

· Draft amendment of election of president, approved (5)

· Oman recognition reconfirmed  (5)

· Deputy Prime Minister Pacolli meets Guinea President (5)

· Fatmir Limaj at the prosecution again, this time for corruption (11)

· Ahmeti: Serbia does not deserve another deadline for implementation of the agreement (11)
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