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· Opponents of Kosovo’s independence mobilize at the EP (Koha)

· Jahjaga declares war on corruption (Koha Ditore)

· Serbia arrests Veselinovics, EULEX does not have a warranty for them (dailies) 

· Fuele: Progress in the dialogue with Prisitna, a condition for Serbia’s dialogue (Epoka e Re)

· German messages (dailies)

· Assembly ignores the will of citizens of Prizren, on behalf of Ahtisaari (Koha Ditore)

Kosovo Media Highlights
Opponents of Kosovo’s independence mobilize at the EP (Koha)
Deputies of the European Parliament from countries that do not recognize Kosovo as a state presented several amendments to the Report for Kosovo in particular changes were made to references which implicitly or explicitly treat Kosovo as independent. This daily reports that in the draft, as stated by Koha Ditore, Kosovo is continuously referred to as a state. This is opposed by the five countries that do not recognize Kosovo and now more than ever appear to be more mobilized against the recognition of Kosovo and they have proposed an extraordinary number of amendments, in many cases the statement: “without prejudgment of the position of the member states on the status of Kosovo” or reference to Resolution 1244 is requested. 

Jahjaga declares war on corruption (Koha Ditore)
Koha Ditore reports that Kosovo President Atifete Jahjaga, on her return from the United States on Tuesday, stated that she received concrete support to lead a war on corruption and organized crime in Kosovo. She stressed that crime is impeding Kosovo in many ways. “All citizens will have a better life for all if we can uproot this problem that is impeding our development,” said Jahjaga.  Speaking about the support on the war against corruption, Jahjaga said that there was an open statement on the issue made by the Secretary of State, Hillary Clinton. 

Serbia arrests Veselinovics, EULEX has no warrant for them (dailies) 

Based on Serbian media, dailies report that Serbian gendarmerie have arrested Zvonko Veselinovic and his brother Zarko, in an unexpected location: the Kopaonik area of Serbia. When arrested they were in a vehicle with two other people.  All four were sent at the police station in Kraljevo, and a hearing session was held right away. The brothers are suspected for leading smuggling rings in northern Kosovo by Serbian police.  However, COMKFOR Erhard Drews publically accused them some time ago for organizing three different attacks on KFOR soldiers at the barricades in the north. Koha Ditore reports that KFOR offered video materials to prove Zvonko’s involvement, however EULEX did not take a step towards their arrest. 

Fuele: Progress in the dialogue with Prisitna a condition for Serbia’s dialogue (Epoka e Re)
Based on the Serbian daily Vecernje Novosti, Epoka e Re reports that the European Union Commissioner for Enlargement, Stefan Fuele stated that the EU is determined to grow and that Serbia will likely receive candidate status in March. However, this will happen only if Serbia makes further progress on the dialogue with Kosovo, on practical issues.  According to him, EU countries expect Serbia to implement the achieved results, and solve the agreement on regional cooperation. 

German messages (dailies)
Dailies report that the German Ambassador in Pristina, Ernst Reichel, has reacted against the measures of the Kosovo Assembly to apply reciprocity measures against Serbia. He stated that it remains unclear what the deputies wanted by voting for such a motion. Reichel also stated: “The visit of the Chancellor Merkel was devoted to the German Soldiers in KFOR, who jointly, with the soldiers from other countries risk their lives and health to contribute on the normalization of the situation in the north of Kosovo.”

Assembly ignores the will of citizens in Prizren on behalf of Ahtisaari (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that the Majority of the Kosovo Parliament ignored on Tuesday the will of the citizens of Prizren municipality, by endorsing in principal the law on the Historic Centre of Prizren. With this act, the Assembly violated the will of dozens of civil society organizations in Prizren, and assembly members of this municipality, reports Koha Ditore. All these parties objected to this draft law, considering that its implementation would create another municipality, within Prizren municipality, which would be under the authority of Orthodox Church. 
Koha Ditore

Front page

· Opponents of Kosovo’s independence mobilize

· Assembly ignores the will of Prizren citizens on behalf of Ahtisaari

· Serbia arrests Veselinovics, EULEX has no warrant for them 

· Assembly closes journalists in a room

Other headlines

· Jahjaga proclaims war on corruption (2)

· German consequent leadership of EU (2)

· Merkel, a visit devoted to soldiers and appreciation for Pristina’s pragmatism (3)

· A firearm incident at Prime Minister’s office (4)

· Serwer: The north of Kosovo, Serbia’s barricade towards EU (5)

· Fuele: EC does not request recognition of Kosovo by Serbia (5)

· Tahiri receives the first copy of civilian registers (5)

Zëri
Front page

· Assembly endorses the budget

· Zvonko caught, regarding the file in Serbia

· Arifi to sue the Government on retroactive salaries

· EU persistent on freedom of movement

Other headlines

· Tirana requests Russia’s constructive role (2)

· Parallel structures cannot be removed within a night (2)

· Assembly dispatches media (4)

· Plus: No EU and Kosovo (4)

· Minus: Smuggled Kosovars in Austria (4)

· Jahjaga ready to fight corruption (5)

· Merkel came for KFOR soldiers (5)

· Tadic’s utopist models (6)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· Budget endorsed, 1.5 billion 

· President’s anti-corruption euphoria 

· Kosovo receives the first scanned register

Other headlines

· Belgrade refuses dissolving of parallel structures (2)

· Freedom of media at the Assembly, reduced (3)

· Merkel’s visit, devoted to KFOR soldiers (4)

· Lunacek requests Kosovo’s recognition from five EU member states (4)

· Kosovo profits 63 million euros from EU (4)

Epoka e Re

Front page

· Translation of the visit

· Christmas message

· No, to Tadic’s hegemonic ideas

· Assembly isolated for media

Other headlines

· Fuele: Progress in dialogue with Pristina, Serbia’s condition for candidature (2)

· Serwer: Politics, EU and Kosovo is not realistic (2)

· Lunacek: The entire EU should recognize Kosovo (2)

· Haxhinosto: Russia should play a constructive role regarding Kosovo  (2)

· Zvonko Veselinovic arrested (3)

· Sutanovac: Parallel structures do not dissolve within a night (3)

· U.S. support for Kosovo increases (5)

· Draft law on Prizren Historic Centre approved in principal (7)

· Thaçi: We are going to remove TVA for media today (8)

Express

Front page

· Zvonko caught 

· Soft war

· Nonsense expenditures 

· Reflection of crisis

Other headlines

· Mushkolaj: Furious nobodies (2)

· Haxhinosto: Russia should be constructive regarding Kosovo  (4)

· Ivanovic requests legalizing of parallel structures in the north (5)

· German messages (6)

· Recognize Kosovo (6)

· Budget endorsed (11)

Bota Sot

Front page

· I have U.S. support on the war against corruption in Kosovo 

· PDK deputies kneel in front of Prime Minister’s pressure

· Veselinovic criminals arrested 

· Engel: Occupation of the north by Serbs and Russians should stop immediately

Other headlines

· The first civil register received (2)

· Fuele: EC does not impose Serbia’s recognition of Kosovo (3)

· Haxhinosto: Russia should be constructive on Kosovo (3)

· Double sovereignty of Kosovo, an idea of Milosevic’s time (6)
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