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Main Stories                                 22 February
__________________________________________________
· Zannier’s impossible mission (Kosova Sot)
· This is only the beginning (Express)

· EU protests against Serbia’s chief diplomat (dailies)

· Bogdanovic angry: ‘I don’t ask for permission’ (Kosova Sot)

Kosovo Media Highlights 

Zannier’s impossible mission (Kosova Sot)
Kosova Sot reports that in the second half of March UNMIK head Lamberto Zannier will report to the UN Security Council. The head of UNMIK will inform the Security Council about developments in Kosovo in the past three months, focusing on UNMIK’s reconfiguration. Although the report is not yet finished, according to UNMIK officials, it will explain the impossibility of organizing technical talks between Pristina and Belgrade based on the six points contained in the latest report of UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon.

UNMIK high officials told the newspaper that the latest visit to Belgrade was conducted exclusively with the aim of preparation for the report, and that the remaining part of UNMIK in Kosovo does not have the authority to set up any negotiations as long as they are unacceptable to Pristina. UNMIK Spokesman Alexander Ivanko says that UNMIK can not confirm inclusion of the reason that talks have not been held in the report because it has not yet been drafted. “I can’t answer that. We haven’t consulted yet with Mr. Zannier about this issue,” said Ivanko.
This is only the beginning (Express)
Express reports that Kosovo’s Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi announced on Saturday that just like on Friday, the Government remains determined to stop Serbia’s senior officials that disregard the new constitutional order from entering Kosovo. 

“This is only the beginning,” Thaçi said when commenting on Minister Bogdanovic’s failure to enter Kosovo. “Lawfulness will definitely be respected in Kosovo. Serbia should forget Kosovo.” 

Express reports that Deputy Prime Minister Hajredin Kuçi and Minister of Interior Zenun Pajaziti announced on Friday that they have impeded entrance of a Serbian Minister into Kosovo. “We, as the Government of Kosovo, requested the agenda and the aim of this visit. We also requested from them not to come armed, as has happened in the past,” Kuqi said. 

Asked what the next steps will be if Minister Bogdanovic ignores the government’s demands, Kuqi said that the government has decided to turn them back at the border, and if they would resist, detain them. 

Reporting on the same issue, Koha Ditore says that General Director of Police Sheremet Ahmeti has stressed that the same measures of stopping and arresting could also be applied toward Serbia’s President Tadic if he tries to enter Kosovo. 

EU protests against Serbia’s chief diplomat (dailies)
Based on EU diplomatic sources, dailies report that the European Union will address a note of protest to Serbia due to the improper behavior of Serbia’s Foreign Minister Vuk Jeremic towards the EU representative in Belgrade, Peter Sorensen. The protest will be drafted in coming days and will be sent either to Serbia’s representative in Brussels or to the Serbian Foreign Ministry, report dailies. 

According to Vojvodina’s daily Dnevnik, Jeremic insulted the EU representative during the meeting with UNMIK chief Lamberto Zannier in Belgrade by not allowing him to speak, reports Express, adding that this was interpreted as Jeremic’s attempt to make clear that Serbia speaks only to the United Nations when Kosovo is concerned.  According to this daily, this incident caused harsh reactions by some EU countries. 

An EU official who preferred to remain anonymous told Dnevnik that if Serbia’s authorities continue to behave in such a manner, they would lose the trust of even those countries that are currently supporting Serbia. 

Bogdanovic  angry: ‘I don’t ask for permission’ (Kosova Sot)
Kosova Sot reports that Goran Bogdanovic said the statements in Pristina that his permission to visit Kosovo was not approved by official Pristina were speculation.
He said that he never asked or would ask for permission to visit from the Kosovo institutions. “For all the visits in Kosovo, the government representative contacts UNMIK or EULEX as the legitimate missions,” said Bogdanovic. However, Serbia’s so-called Minister for Kosovo did not explain why he did not visit Kosovo on Friday.
Disclaimer
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