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· Gallucci “non grata” in Mitrovica (Koha Ditore)
· Gallucci in 2006 supported the Serbian idea for the union of the North Mitrovica with Zvecan (Zëri)

· Ombudsperson: UNMIK violated European Convention 

· Fried: We will not allow Kosovo’s partition (dailies)

· Lavrov: Arms in Kosovo only according to Resolution 1244! (Zëri)

· Poland criticizes UNMIK’s reaction in the North (Zëri)
· Macedonia to recognize Kosovo today (Koha Ditore)
· Serbia reveals its goals (Express)

· Czech Republic will recognize Kosovo until the NATO summit (dailies)

· UNMIK enables Government to send 3 experts to the KTA Board (dailies)
Kosovo Media Highlights
Galluci “non grata” in Mitrovica (Koha Ditore)

In an internal fight between Larry Rossin and Gerard Gallucci, Kosovars have chosen who to support. Without waiting for explanations from New York about the outcome of the fight – whether Deputy SRSG Larry Rossin or Mitrovica Regional Administrator, Gerard Gallucci has to leave, Kosovo institutions have chosen that Larry Rossin has their full support. 

After Koha Ditore published the letter of Gerard Gallucci sent to New York, Kosovo institutions leaders did not give any comments about this letter. 
The Kosovo Government, for the letter that also attacked Kosovo Prime Minister Thaçi, thinks at least this: “We do not have any comments for letters of such level” told Kosovo Deputy Prime Minister, Hajredin Kuçi Koha Ditore, when asked to comment the it.

The paper tried to contact Larry Rossin or Gerard Galluci without success. The paper was told that Rossin does not want to comment the letter, while about Gerard Gallucci it was said that he is on holiday in Germany.

Different from official Pristina, Mitrovica has a clear position about Gerard Gallucci, saying that it won’t cooperate at all with him in the future. 

Mitrovica Mayor, Bajram Rexhepi stated that through his letter Gerard Gallucci violated objectivity and any possibility for cooperation in the future. 
Zëri with the headline “Gallucci will face problems with local authorities in Mitrovica” reports that local authorities in Mitrovica are angry with Gallucci’s assessments and doubt his objectivity as an administrator in the most problematic city of Kosovo. 

Gallucci in 2006 supported the Serbian idea for the union of the North Mitrovica with Zvecan (Zëri)
Gallucci’s acts after the events on March 17, and furthermore the way he assesses the situation in Mitrovica and how he classifies UNMIK’s and its Chief’s reaction during the intervention in Mitrovica, really put in doubt Gallucci’s further presence in Mitrovica, because he lost his credibility, which was also contested earlier, although this fact was not known to the public, reports Zëri. 

Earlier in a lot of cases, Gallluci opposed the political approach of the international administration, and even also the international mission for Kosovo status process, led by Marti Ahtisaari.

The most critical point was reached in Spring 2006 when the Kosovo Unity Team (the delegation for negotiations) sent to UNOSEK its proposal for Mitrovica with the formula “ A united City” and UNOSEK, EU and all internationals relevant factors welcomed this proposal, which was suppose to be implemented through the decentralization process. The proposal supported by Galluci was the idea that Mitrovica North, in fact not to be created as a new municipality, but that this part of the town to join the municipality of Zvecan, in order to create a municipality Mitrovica – Zvecan. 

Ombudsperson: UNMIK violated European Convention 

Ombudsperson Institution of Kosovo, through a report published on Friday about the protest of February 10, organized by “Vetevendosja” concludes that in the day during the protest the article 2 of the European Convention for Human Rights, was violated. The report signed by the OIC of Ombudsperson Hilmi Jashari, and was sent to UNMIK Chief Joachim Rücker, shows the fact that responsible for the events of February 10 demonstrations are Rumanian international police officers. 

This report was published some months after it got the “green light” from UNMIK Chief to investigate all the persons that were involved in the February 10 demonstrations, including UNMIK Police. 

Fried: We will not allow Kosovo’s partition (dailies)

“This week there was a big incident in Mitrovica, in the North of Kosovo….United Nations Peacekeepers and KFOR forces were attacked with hand grenades and automatic weapons. This came from Serb radicals. This was a bad thing…but we will not allow Kosovo’s partition. This is not only US position, but also the position of our European partners. Even Russia formally withdrew the option of Kosovo’s partition…Serbia has to now look forward to its European future. Serbia has the right for a European future. The Serbian population should not be pushed to isolation…” papers quoted Assistant Secretary of State Daniel Fired, citing Radio Free Europe. 
Lavrov: Arms in Kosovo only according to Resolution 1244! (Zëri)

Any delivery of arms in Kosovo is not legitimate if it is not within the frame of the SC Resolution 1244, said Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov in a press conference in Tel Aviv, reports Zëri. 

“With this Resolution, the creation of Armed Forces in Kosovo is not allowed, neither any delivery of arms, apart from those that are necessary for international forces deployed there, based on the UNSC Resolution mandate” Lavrov is quoted as saying adding that Russia will undoubtedly analyze the situation in Kosovo and does not want to believe that the aim of sending arms is an imposition to Serbs or other minorities to leave the state that was declared illegally. 

Poland criticizes UNMIK’s reaction in the North (Zëri)
Poland Defense Minister, Bogdan Klih called UNMIK’s reactions in Mitrovica scandalous, writes Zëri citing Belgrade media. 

“Exactly for two hours there was no decision taken, which shows that the United Nations system is bad” sated Klih for a Polish newspaper. 

“In critical situation, real war situations, when police forces are attacked, there shouldn’t be any decision against using arms for self defense, and the military support to arrive too late”  said the Polish minister. 

Macedonia to recognize Kosovo today (Koha Ditore)

Macedonia is expected to recognize Kosovo’s independence on Saturday or Sunday, reports Koha Ditore, citing reliable sources from the Macedonian Government. 
The paper reports that Kosovo Government has received a letter from the Macedonian Government that Skopje will recognize Kosovo during this weekend.

The Macedonian Government neither admits nor denies the position that Macedonia will recognize Kosovo either on Saturday or on Sunday, writes the paper. 
“Macedonia is carefully following the developments in the region and the decision to recognize Kosovo’s independence will come in a moment, when our state considers that moment to be convenient, having in mind the protection of our national interests” Macedonian Government Spokesperson, Ivica Boceski is quoted as saying. 

Serbia reveals its goals (Express)

An agreement proposal sent to UNMIK by the Serbian Minister of Kosovo, Slobodan Samardzic. Express published the document.
“Agreement between UNMIK and the Republic of Serbia for the joint implementation of the UNSC 1244 Resolution, after the illegal independence declaration by the PISG’s. 
After the illegal declaration of independence from Serbia by the PISG on February 17 2008 and EU’s decision to send a mission in Kosovo, creates the need for a joint response in this situation, 

Verifying the fact that the Serbian population in Kosovo does not accept these illegal decisions and consider themselves as citizens of Serbia, and also their undisputable right to govern their issues, 

Having in mind Serbian Government’s decision that annuls illegal acts of the PISG and EU,
UNMIK, represented by the Special Representative of the Secretary General Joachim Rücker and The Republic of Serbia, represented by its minister for Kosovo and Metohija, Dr. Slobodan Samaradciz
1 Reconfirms the validity of the Resolution 1244 and the same reliance that the Resolution will be implemented successfully only through joint efforts by UNMIK and the Republic Serbia 

2 Reaffirms UNMIK’s unchallenged authority to implement the UNSC Resolution 1244 and the need for a continues presence of its mandate given by the 1244 Resolution

3 Reaffirms its commitment for all the earlier agreements with UNMIK and the Republic of Serbia, including the agreements between UNMIK and the FRY, which the legal descent is the Republic of Serbia 

4 Reaffirms commitment for cooperation between UNMIK and the Republic of Serbia

5 Recognizes the Office of the Ministry of Serbia for Kosovo and Metohija and Mitrovica as the successor of the Coordination Centre for Kosovo and Metohija Office. The Office was established in order to ease the implementation of help and developing programs of the Republic of Serbia in Kosovo, also the cooperation with UNMIK and KFOR. 
Therefore, UNMIK and Republic of Serbia agreed: 

· to intensify the cooperation in the fields listed below:

1. Police politics 

UNMIK and the Republic of Serbia repeat their commitments to continue the development and enforcement of security and safe environment for communities. Kosovo Serbs police officers are to report to Serb local authorities and are under the executive command of UNMIK police. 

2. Judiciary
UNMIK and the Republic of Serbia reaffirm their readiness to develop the rule of law and enable equal judiciary approach to all. Kosovo Serbs have the right to govern their legal issues. UNMIK international judges are responsible for judicial procedures, when sides are from different ethnic communities. 

3. Customs 

UNMIK and the Republic of Serbia express their commitment for the development and the thrift of a free market in Kosovo and the other part of the Republic of Serbia. No other market barriers will be imposed on it. If a third party imposes fee on non - fee barriers, Kosovo Serbs have the right to place their customs authority. 
4. Transport 

UNMIK and the Republic of Serbia are fully committed for the unlimited freedom of people and goods. Kosovo Serbs carry their transport facilities and infrastructure, which enable safe, invulnerable, free and unlimited movement of people and goods in whole Kosovo and between Kosovo and the other part of the Republic of Serbia
5. The Control of the border crossing line between Kosovo and the other part of the Republic of Serbia

UNMIK and the Republic of Serbia commit themselves for the free and unlimited movement of persons and goods between Kosovo and the other part of the Republic of Serbia. UNMIK and legitimate authorities of Kosovo share the responsibility for administering such movement without hinder. 

6. Religious, historical and cultural heritage 

UNMIK and the Republic of Serbia decisively support freedom of religion and they do not violate the human rights of any individual and community, to keep their cultural and religious heritage. The Republic of Serbia has a special right to protect or reconstruct buildings of religious, historical and cultural importance for the Serb community. In implementing this goal the Republic of Serbia will cooperate with UNMIK, UNESCO and the Council of Europe. KFOR has the mandate and responsibility to protect historical, cultural and religious buildings. 

· That the supervision of the implementation of these politics will be exercised in cooperation with UNMIK and Republic of Serbia troops. These troops will be deployed in a very short period of time, in order to be functional starting May 1, 2008. “
Czech Republic will recognize Kosovo until the NATO summit (dailies)

“Czech Republic will recognize Kosovo until the NATO’s summit in Bucharest, which starts on April 2, while the proposal is ready, the Government will review it in its regular session on Wednesday’ papers quote the Czech Chief Diplomacy, Karel Schwarzenberg is as saying. 
UNMIK enables Government to send 3 experts to the KTA Board (dailies)
UNMIK Pillar IV spokesperson, Mechthild Henneke has informed that UNMIK Deputy Chief Larry Rossin has changed UNMIK’s regulation on KTA establishments, and enabled for the Government of Kosovo to have three experts in the KTA board. The next meeting of KTA board will be held next Wednesday, report the papers. 
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