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Kosovo Media Highlights
Privatization challenges governing partnership (Koha Ditore) 

Koha Ditore reports that the package of the new laws on privatization has started to become a reason for breakup of the partners of the governing coalition, PDK and KKR. Deputies of the Coalition for New Kosovo, reserved on Thursday their right to withdraw support in principal of the Law on the Special Chamber of the Supreme Court of Kosovo, the Law on the Kosovo Agency for Privatization and the Law on reorganization of certain enterprises, if during the discussions of these laws at different parliamentary commissions, their recommendations are ignored. This KKR “blackmail” came only a day after their chief, Behxhet Pacolli, sought allies to prevent Government’s plans, which according to him intend impoverishment of the country. 

Backwards! (Express)

Dozens of trucks with Serb products have been turned back on Thursday in Merdare. Serbian businessmen are concerned with the decision of Kosovo Government for the reciprocity measures. Their losses have already begun. Tens of trucks with Serb products have been turned back on Thursday at the border point in Merdare. Kosovar businessmen expressed their concern as well. Drivers of many trucks that have been blocked at all customs points with Serbia, said that they are now not allowed to return back to Serbia, and that they are stuck at the neutral zone between the Kosovo – Serbia state border. President Tadic also appeared irritated with the decision. He said that the placed reciprocity from Pristina is a big provocation and a wrong gesture. Serb importers are requesting another decision which would allow at least the blocked trucks to enter Kosovar market. 

Tadic: Placing of embargo has been done with international sponsorship (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that Serbian President, Boris Tadic, is convinced that the decision of Kosovo Government for placing the embargo on the goods from Serbia, could not have happened without international sponsorship. He warned that this unilateral act can have major consequences in the dialogue between Belgrade and Pristina, reports Fo-net. “All of those who advised Pristina to take this decision made a big mistake” stated Tadic.

Buehler: KFOR will react depending on the situation after the embargo with Serbia (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that KFOR Commander in Kosovo, Erhard Buehler, sees the decision of Kosovo Government about the reciprocity measures towards Serbia’s products as a reaction of Kosovo Government towards the blocking of Kosovo goods by Serbia. He emphasized that after this situation, KFOR will continue to take care for the green zone of the border and he will wait for reactions, in order to decide later for the added measures that would stop smuggling, which could increase after the measures of Kosovo Government. “KFOR will react depending on the situation which could be created”, said general Buehler
Condition for Serbia (Express)

Express reports that the American Analyst for Balkan issues, Daniel Serwer, stated that Serbia is closer to the European Union after the arrests of the war criminals, but Belgrade has many other challenges. Serwer said that Belgrade has Kosovo as a condition to achieve the aim of the membership in the EU. He cannot imagine for Serbia to join EU without Kosovo’s membership at the UN. “For some members of EU, Kosovo is now a condition, even though I would not define this as a recognition, because the recognitions are realized when a country becomes a member in the UN General Assembly. And once Kosovo becomes a UN member state, the bilateral recognitions do not have much importance”, said Serwer in an Interview for Voice of America in Serbian language.

Immunity to be clarified before 19 September (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that the Constitutional Court of Kosovo is expected to clarify the dilemmas about the immunity of the most senior state officials, within two months. Constitutional Court will come up with explanations about the immunity before the 19 September of this year. A day later, Deputy Fatmir Limaj will be questioned regarding the suspicions for corruption. Request to clarify if the officials have immunity from the arrest was submitted to the Court on Tuesday. In the meantime, the decision of the Government has been greeted from Brussels. One of the constitutional experts who wanted to remain anonymous said that the deadline for the Constitutional Court clarifications is 19 September. However he did not exclude the possibility for this to happen before this date. The Court did not respond on whether it will be ready to give the clarification prior to that date. Its officials stated that the request will be reviewed in accordance to the Constitution of the Republic of Kosovo, the law for Constitutional Court and the Rules of Constitutional Court Procedures, and it will make the right decision once the case is prepared.
Vetëvendosje: Ibër Bridge as a customs point (Koha Ditore) 

Koha Ditore reports that Vetëvendosje parliamentary group considers that Kosovo Government is reconfirming the division line of the state territory by establishing administrative borders at the Ibër Bridge in Mitrovica. Argument of the chief of the deputies of this parliamentary group Visar Ymeri, is based on confiscation of the goods that Albanian citizens buy in the northern part, and aim to send them at their homes in the south of the city. According to him such an action is illegal and politically harmful. However, the Minister of Finance Bedri Hamza said that smuggling and illegality are being fought in every part of the state.  
Kosovo prior to EU (Express) 

Express reports that Serbia’s Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Interior, Ivica Dacic, said that with Goran Hadzic’s arrest, Serbia has fulfilled its obligations to The Hague Court. According to local media, Dacic stated that after this action, Serbia appeals to the EU not to set new conditions for them. “If anyone at EU does not want Serbia to become an EU member, let them say it. If EU does not want us, then we can live without it,” said Dacic stressing that Serbia would not accept recognition of the independence of Kosovo as a condition.  

Kosovo Press Headlines
Koha Ditore
Front page

· Embargo immobilizes dozens of trucks at neutral zone

· Immunity of the officials to be clarified before 19 September

· Ibër bridge in Mitrovica, as a border point

· Thaçi: EU Kosovo’s destination 

· Privatization challenges governing partnership

Other headlines

· Brussels expects parties to change their approach to dialogue in September (4)

· Buhler: KFOR will react depending on the situation after the embargo with Serbia (5)

· Tadic: Establishment of embargo made with international sponsorship (5)

· Shala says that with Haradinaj in Kosovo, things would have been different (6)

· Topi: Strengthening of institutions, Kosovo’s challenge (6)

· War veterans move from strike to protest (7)

· Citizens of border zone request security and better conditions (7)

· KCB safes without an alarm connection with Kosovo Police (8)

· Abdixhiku: The story about cents (10)

Zëri
Front page

· € 500 thousand for non-transparency 

· Blockade implemented, Serbia reacts 

· Serb commanders complain

· Government supported on immunity

Other headlines

· Filipaj: Finally a bit of patriotism (2)

· AAK feels Haradinaj’s absence  (2)

· Kosovars will move more freely in the EU (2)

· Bytyçi replaces late Nekibe Kelmendi (2)

· Dialogue is not your concern (3)

· Friends prior to immunity (4)

· Plus: Kosovo is a condition for Serbia (4)

· Minus: Bosnia depends on the north of Kosovo (4)

· Thaçi disappoints veterans (4)

· Thaçi insists on acceleration of laws (5)

· Request a fair trial (8)

· Karaçeva dwellers disturbed by Serbian gendarmerie (8)

Kosova Sot
Front page

· Pacolli, statements for personal interests

· Serb products returned back

· Recognition of Kosovo, condition for Serbia

· Applause for reciprocity 

Other headlines

· Grabovci: More important than the immunity, keeping friends (2)
· Tadic: Decision of Pristina will influence the dialogue (2)
· Thaçi: Approve the laws of the package (3)

· EU: political dialogue between the parties (4)

· Former KLA veterans in pan-national protest (4)
· Salustro requests punishment for the accused (8)


Express
Front page

· Go back!

· Together for the immunity

· Thaçi does not convince them

Other headlines

· The decision in September? (4)

· Kosovo before EU (5)

· Condition for Serbia (5)

· Not ratified (6)
· Blerim Shala: Late decision (7)

· Shkëlzen Haradinaj, Kosovo hero (8)

· Kosovo wins (10)

Bota Sot
Front page

· Meteorologists forecast bad weather for LDK

· Shkelzen Haradinaj honoured with the order Hero of Kosovo

Other headlines

· Editorial: No immunity for crimes  (2)

· Serwer: Kosovo is already a condition for Serbia’s membership at EU (2)

· Topi: Kosovars will move freely in the EU (6)

· Thaçi: Assembly does not ratify the conclusions of talks (4)
· Enough with products made in Serbia (6)

· France equips Kosovo police (6)

· Ellis: Position of Kosovo- weak (7)

· KLA strikers are not giving up from the protest (8)
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