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· Government officials with less immunity than MPs (dailies)

· Devaluate the agreement (Express) 
· Government makes public Brussels agreement (Epoka e Re) 

· Serbs build new border crossing point in Jarinje (Koha)

· Northern Albanians ask for increased security measures (dailies)

· Vetëvendosje ambushes goods imported from Serbia (dailies)

· Ivory Coast recognizes Kosovo’s independence (dailies)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Government officials with less immunity than MPs (dailies)
Koha Ditore reports that the Constitutional Court of Kosovo will announce its ruling on immunity on Thursday, which in addition to MPs will also mention that government officials too are subject to arrest and detention. The ruling will in fact note that for government officials there is no special prosecution the same way there is none for the Prime Minister. Meanwhile, some MPs have reacted harshly against the expected ruling of the Constitutional Court expressing fear that Kosovo is turning into a police state. Assembly Speaker Jakup Krasniqi said the ruling of the Constitutional Court has raised concerns over the independence of institutions.
Zëri quotes some MPs on the front page as saying that they will not dispute the ruling of the Constitutional Court, but added that they feel betrayed by the Court “because the ruling on arrests does not mention government ministers”. Legislators argue that the Court is acting with double standards. Some MPs even told the paper that they feel the Court is influenced by the Government of Kosovo, “namely to implement the government’s agenda”.
Several dailies report that the Vetëvendosje Movement said the ruling of the Court is orchestrated by Prime Minister Thaçi and that this could pave way for Thaçi’s police state. Vetëvendosje members also said that Thaçi could use the constitutional ruling to eliminate his political rivals.

Devaluate the agreement (Express) 

Express reports that not only Serbia is not respecting the agreement reached in Brussels, it is also taking steps to impede Kosovo’s export. The Government of Serbia has changed the law on TVA, and now no truck from Kosovo can enter into Serbia without a TVA certificate issued by parallel structures. This daily reports that Kosovo’s Minister for Trade and Industry, Mimoza Kusari is waiting for Robert Cooper’s response, in order to undertake further steps.  

Government makes public Brussels agreement (Epoka e Re) 

Epoka e Re reports that the Kosovo Government made public on Wednesday the conclusions of the 2 September agreement reached in Brussels. The results made public were in regards to the recognition of stamps, free trade and the return of cadastral documents. The conclusions say that parties will make every possible effort to secure the free movement of goods, in accordance with the CEFTA agreement. However, this agreement, reached two weeks ago in Brussels, is not being respected by the Republic of Serbia, reports this daily. 

Serbs build new border crossing point in Jarinje (Koha)

Citing its sources in northern Kosovo, Koha Ditore reports that northern Serbs are about to finish building a new border crossing point in Jarinje located very close to the official border crossing points they burned in late July. KFOR, EULEX and Kosovo Police could not confirm the information that the paper received on Wednesday before midnight. Sources also told the paper that Serbs are building this crossing point in order to connect it to the same road in the neutral zone.

Northern Albanians ask for increased security measures (dailies)
Dailies report that Albanians in northern Mitrovica have asked for increased security measures in the northern neighborhoods of the city following roadblocks set up by local Serbs. In a meeting with Mitrovica mayor Avni Kastrati, Musa Miftari, leader of NGO “The northern hill” said a request was sent on behalf of Albanian residents in the north to local and central authorities and EULEX to establish checkpoints in strategic locations of neighborhoods with mixed ethnicities. Miftari also said there should be more frequent police patrols in the northern neighborhoods and that such patrols should be multiethnic and not only Serb patrols as is often the case.
Vetëvendosje ambushes goods imported from Serbia (dailies)

Several dailies report that some members of the Kosovo Assembly and activists of the Vetëvendosje Movement have stopped and then toppled over a truck full of goods imported from Serbia. The action took place along the Pristina-Podujevë highway, in the village of Lupq. Koha Ditore notes that while Vetëvendosje members take pride in their action, Kosovo Police said on Wednesday that their action constitutes a criminal act. “Police is working on identifying the perpetrators of this act,” said a police spokeswoman. 
Ivory Coast recognizes Kosovo’s independence (dailies)

All dailies report that the Ivory Coast has recognized the Republic of Kosovo, totaling the number of recognitions to 84. The news was confirmed by the Kosovo Ministry for Foreign Affairs. “The recognition was confirmed in New York by the President of this country, Alassane Outtara, who met Deputy Prime Minister Behxhet Pacolli and Foreign Affairs Minister Enver Hoxhaj,” it was said in a press release issued by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. “The issue of the verbal note will be regulated in the coming days between this state and the office of Deputy Prime Minister Pacolli.”

Kosovo Press Headlines
Koha Ditore

Front page

· Roadblocks prevent capturing of criminals

· Constitutional Court’s ruling to enter into force today

· Government officials with less immunity than MPs

· Presevo Valley protests against discrimination of Albanians

· Serbia continues to ignore agreement on free trade

· AKR hasn’t been functional since March

· Ivory Coast recognizes Kosovo

Other headlines

· Vetëvendosje ambushes goods imported from Serbia (3)

· Serbs build new border crossing point in Jarinje (3)

· Northern Albanians ask for increased security measures (3)

· Jahjaga: Action in the north aimed at establishing the rule of law (6)

Zëri

Front page

· MPs: Constitutional Court is biased

· Kosovo Police plans to buy two helicopters

· Haliti: Let’s go to the movies!

· EU “ignores” Kosovo

· Conclusions arrive three weeks late

Other headlines

· Brussels not concerned with Stefanovic (2)

· EU reprimands Belgrade (2)

· Thaçi continues meetings in New York (2)

· Bogdanovic: Pristina is waging “psychological war” (2)

· Ivory Coast recognizes Kosovo (4)

· Vetëvendosje: Thaçi orchestrated the ruling of the Constitutional Court (4)

Kosova Sot

Front page
· The Assembly in shock
· Editorial: Politicians cannot be above the law

· Sejdiu in action

· September 2 conclusions revealed

· Zero export, no resort to reciprocity

Other headlines

· Krasniqi and British Ambassador discuss the north (2)

· EU warns Serbia (2)

· Jahjaga calls for Kosovo’s membership in NATO and EU (4)

Epoka e Re

Front page

· Constitutional Court induces reactions

· Ivory Coast recognizes Kosovo

· Government publishes conclusions reached in Brussels  

· Vetëvendosje against Serbian goods also in practice

Other headlines

· Jahjaga: Rule of law will extend also in the north (2)

· Thaçi: There will be no division or supervision in the north (4)

· Request to stop the discrimination (3)

· The north calm but with barricaded roads (4)

· Konjufca remains Assembly Deputy Chairperson (4)

· Hoxha nominated chief of Police investigations  (4)

· Rrecaj: The guarantee for Limaj’s innocence stands in the laws (7)

Express
Front page

· Devaluate the agreement

· Upset by the Court

Other headlines

· Shkullaku: Handcuffs over Kosovo Assembly (2)

· Pacolli: Ivory Coast recognizes Kosovo (4)

· Finland supports Kosovo integration (5)

· No decision (5)

· Brussels agreements (6)

· Integration stabilizes Balkans (6)

· Bogdanovic: Pristina is making “psychological war” (6)

· Again in October (7)

· Reciprocity in action (10)

Bota Sot
Front page

· Ivory Coast the 84th country that recognizes Kosovo

· Decision of Constitutional Court, scares deputies to death 

· European ultimatum for Serbia

· Accusations against deputy Limaj, increase

Other headlines

· Krasniqi and Cliff discuss the north  (2)

· Efforts to block Pacolli’s running for President (2)

· Albanians in the north request Police check points and frequent patrols (3)

· Çitaku skeptical: EC report will not be that positive (3)

· EU: Belgrade efforts to control the north, absolutely unacceptable (7)

· 92.4 percent of Kosovo citizens are Albanians, 3.9 are Serbs (7)
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