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· Lawsuit against Marty and CoE challenging and expensive (Koha Ditore)

· Murphy: Dick Marty’s allegations are unfounded (dailies)

· Marty’s report does not stop the dialogue (Koha Ditore)

· Veseli: Marty has committed a crime (Zëri, Epoka e Re)

· KLA war associations: Marty’s report, Belgrade-Moscow scenario (dailies)

· Lunacek: A complicated situation for Thaçi (Express)

· Countryman: US support investigations if Marty has new evidence (Bota Sot)

· Vote recount to conclude by the end of the week (dailies)

· Ministers under investigation obstacle for PDK – AKR coalition (Koha Ditore)

· Isa Mustafa wants elections in September (Koha Ditore) 

· Ashton hails Thaçi’s initiative to meet Tadic (Epoka e Re) 

· Kacin: Government, as soon as possible (Express)

· Government plans to register Serb residents too (Koha Ditore)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Lawsuit against Marty and CoE challenging and expensive (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that Kosovo government can file a suit against rapporteur of Council of Europe, Dick Marty, for slander, biased reporting and misuse of official duty for political motives, while for the Council of Europe can be sued for the publication of an unbalanced report. This stated the advisor for international law of Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi, Alexander Borg-Olivier. Former UNMIK advisor for legal issues, Borg-Olivier, said to the newspaper that the presentation of the lawsuit is very challenging because of the immunity; Kosovo government has bases to file a suit against Marty. “The legal actions against the rapporteur of Council of Europe, for me personally would be rightful, but this of course will be difficult in the defence aspect, as the CoE will use immunity in countries which are its members. Also, it is necessary to take into consideration the actions against CoE itself, which has allowed the publication of this report, damaging for Kosovo and its citizens”, said Alexander Borg-Olivier.  

Murphy: Dick Marty’s allegations are unfounded (dailies)

Several dailies quote Michael Murphy, U.S. deputy ambassador in Kosovo, as saying that allegations made by CoE rapporteur Dick Marty are without arguments and unfounded. “Such reports should be backed up with arguments and facts. Presenting facts for such allegations would enable credible institutions to investigate and conclude the allegations,” Murphy said. 

He also said he was pleased with the position of the authorities of Kosovo vis-à-vis developments that followed after Marty published his report. “I was very pleased to hear the Prime Minister say that the government and the people of Kosovo will cooperate with the investigations.”

Marty’s report does not stop the dialogue (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that Brussels has requested from Prime Minister Thaçi that the dialogue between Kosovo and Serbia starts immediately after the creation of the new government. Kosovo Prime Minister has agreed that Marty’s report should not influence the stance towards the dialogue. 
Thaçi, in an interview for Reuters, has announced that the dialogue won’t stop. Prime Minister said that the dialogue with Serbia should not be delayed and he expressed his readiness to meet with Serb President, Boris Tadic. On Tuesday he was opposed by two parties which are believed to be part of the next legislation in the opposition: LDK and Vetëvendosje movement. Former Kosovo Foreign Minister, Skënder Hyseni, now in the role of opposition, said that Kosovo should not enter the dialogue, without clarifying its circumstances and without eliminating the influences in the process like Marty’s report. At the same time, Glauk Konjufca from Vetëvendosje movement said that Marty’s report is a product of pressure to include Kosovo in the dialogue.

Veseli: Marty has committed a crime (Zëri, Epoka e Re)

Former head of the Kosovo Intelligence Service (SHIK) Kadri Veseli told EUObserver that Dick Marty’s report on organ trafficking is an attempt to sabotage the peace process in the Western Balkans. “I am convinced that the report as such, not based in facts, evidence and without the support of any meaningful legal investigation, is directly against efforts of Kosovars and our partners to bring peace and tolerance in the Western Balkans after a long period of conflicts and sufferings,” said Veseli. He added that the report is also not helpful for Pristina-Belgrade talks. 

Veseli said Marty as a man of law should understand the investigations process and respect it by providing EULEX evidence to support his claims. “However, since he is trying to manipulate facts by imposing his side of the truth, he has committed a crime,” said Veseli of Marty.

KLA war associations: Marty’s report, Belgrade-Moscow scenario (dailies)

Officials from KLA war associations said Dick Marty’s report is prepared by Belgrade and Moscow. They announced signing of a petition which will be sent to the Council of Europe Parliamentary Assembly urging it not to approve Marty’s report in January. “No accusation that comes from any criminal political group or any institution can weaken the importance KLA has for Albanian nation or the ideal and purity of the Liberation War,” said head of the association Muharrem Xhemajli. Xhemajli in his address also accused Vetëvendosje and called it “pro-Slav” because the movement’s reaction to the report claims that nothing Hashim Thaçi has done can stain the Kosovo Liberation Army. 

In the reaction to the statement by the KLA war associations, Vetëvendosje accused the association’s leader Xhemajli for taking the side of Thaçi under the justification he is protecting KLA war values. In the Vetëvendosje statement, KLA war associations leadership is accused of never doing anything to protect the KLA.

Lunacek: A complicated situation for Thaçi (Express)

Express reports that the European Parliament rapporteur for Kosovo, Ulrike Lunacek, said on Tuesday that the situation has become complicated for Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi after the publication of Dick Marty’s report. 

In an interview for Radio Dukagjini, Lunacek said Marty’s report could have a negative impact on Kosovo’s image. Lunacek also said that the report should not have any impact on the visa liberalization process, saying that this process is technical and should remain as such.

Countryman: US support investigations if Marty has new evidence (Bota Sot)

Bota Sot reports that in an interview for the Voice of America, the Deputy Assistant Secretary of State, Tom Countryman, commented also for Kosovo in connection with the accusations of the CoE rapporteur Dick Marty. Countryman said that if there is any other new evidence USA supports an investigation and expects that all the states in the region and all possible witnesses cooperate. “USA is taking seriously the report of Mr. Dick Marty, presented at the Council of Europe. EULEX, European Mission for the rule of Law in Kosovo, has reviewed before similar accusations. If there is evidence which are contained in the report, or new witnesses, then is necessary to be forwarded to EULEX and other authorities to investigate them”, said Countryman.

Vote recount to conclude by the end of the week (dailies)

The recount of ballots from 760 polling stations is not likely to end in the coming days as from Saturday to Tuesday, the Counting and Results Centre has only managed to recount ballots from 158 polling stations. At this pace, the Centre will need five more days to count all the votes, estimates Koha Ditore. Centre Coordinator Burim Ahmetaj said one of the irregularities noted in the recount process is that the number of votes the candidates of parties have won in many cases does not match the number of votes that parties themselves have won. 

Ministers under investigation obstacle for PDK – AKR coalition (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that if Hashim Thaçi decides to fulfill the condition of AKR not to have inside the governing cabinet people under investigation, then he will have trouble with Fatmir Limaj. The outgoing Minister of Transport believes that citizens have given him political legitimacy which cannot be disputed by anyone and even more so by another party. He considers that he weighs more than the entire party of Pacolli. 
Koha Ditore writes that for Hashim Thaçi it will not be easy to build the new government, if he does not fulfill one criteria of AKR. He is requested to leave outside his governing cabinet the man who is considered to have huge political weight in PDK, Limaj. The condition to leave out the people who are suspected by the justice system was also clarified by the contender for the post of the President of Kosovo, Behgjet Pacolli. Meanwhile, the same has also been requested by AKR deputy leader Mimoza Kusari-Lila. 

Isa Mustafa wants elections in September (Koha Ditore) 

Koha Ditore reports that in an interview that LDK leader Isa Mustafa had given to this daily before 12 December elections, he had said that if his party would not be the first one in national elections, he would overthrow the Government in September of next year. According to an interview given to this daily on Tuesday, Mustafa sticks to his promise and continues to stress that elections in  September of next year are necessary, while until then, a technical Government should be leading the country. “I consider that holding of new elections is necessary, because it is impossible, let us say, for the bodies, Kosovo Assembly and Kosovo Government, to have sustainable legitimacy,” said Mustafa. “I consider that we should create a Parliament, to function as it is, but to set a period of time, that could not be longer than September of next year, when Kosovo should necessarily hold elections,” he added. 

Ashton hails Thaçi’s initiative to meet Tadic (Epoka e Re) 

Epoka e Re reports that commenting the announcement of Kosovo’s Prime Minister Thaçi that he is ready to meet with Serbia’s President Boris Tadic under the EU supervision, the spokesperson of the EU High Representative Catherine Ashton, Maja Kocijancic, said for Serbian media that they hail every initiative of the senior officials from Kosovo and Serbia, that calls for direct dialogue.  She added that it is not clear what Thaçi meant by mentioning the EU, however she reiterated Ashton’s announcement that dialogue between Pristina and Belgrade will not begin without the conclusion of the election process in Kosovo. 

Kacin: Government, as soon as possible (Express)

Jelko Kacin, European Parliament rapporteur for the Balkans, said in an interview for BBC that Kosovo needs to form its government as soon as possible due to political stability in the country and to start dialogue with Belgrade.

Kacin mentioned the possibility of Hashim Thaçi being appointed President as a possible step after the publication of Marty’s report, and as a way to avoid the current situation which prevents the formation of the new assembly and government.
Government plans to register Serb residents too (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that the head of the Census Central Commission, Rifat Blaku, told reporters in Pristina yesterday that the Kosovo census will take place in April next year according to schedule regardless of political developments. Blaku ruled out the eventual delay of the process as a result of a possible institutional vacuum. “All necessary preparations, including the fund raising, have already been made for this process which is one of the most important for Kosovo,” Blaku added.

Blaku told reporters that the census will include all parts of Kosovo, including the Serb-inhabited northern part. He said that the plan of the Census Commission includes the entire territory of the Republic of Kosovo. “If this plan doesn’t function we will look into other alternatives,” he added.

Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore
Front page

· Ministers under investigation, an obstacle for PDK-AKR coalition

· Lawsuit against Marty and CoE, challenging and expensive

· Krasniqi: Marty, an anti-Albanian slanderer

· Murphy: Marty’s allegations are unfounded

· Isa Mustafa wants elections in September

· Marty’s report does not stop dialogue between Pristina and Belgrade

· Recount of votes could end next week

Other headlines

· Vetëvendosje: War Veterans never defended the KLA (3)

· War Veterans: Marty’s report a scenario by Belgrade and Moscow (3)

· Government plans to register Serb residents too (4)

Zëri
Front page

· A report that damages the state, the image, recognitions…

· Restructuring at stake

· Thaçi: I want to remove the mist

· Marty’s report has not rocked U.S. – Kosovo relations

· Calculations before time

Other headlines

· CEC: Latifi, mayor in Rahovec (2)

· Two Ombudsperson officials resign (2)

· Vetëvendosje: Thaçi, politician by day – businessman by night (4)

· Veseli: Marty has committed a crime (5)

· Civil society reacts against Marty’s report (6)

Kosova Sot
Front page

· Recount corrects irregularities 

· Marty’s report does not affect USA-Kosovo relations

· Parties avoid tensions 

· Pay raise may fail

· Editorial: For a more stable coalition 

Other headlines

· NGOs hail suspension of privileges for MPs (2)

· Gashi rebuts Kusari: There are no conditionings of ministers for coalition (4)

· Accusations and counter-accusations between KLA associations and Vetëvendosje (4)

· Marty’s report to be prevented in the Assembly (4)

· Census form ready (7)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· Veseli: Marty against peace in Balkans

· Nationwide petition against Marty’s report

· Krasniqi: A report with racist content

Other headlines

· The U.S. consider Kosovo a strong partner (2)

· Ashton hails Thaçi’s initiative to meet Tadic (2)

· Albanian-American community reacts against Dick Marty’s report (2)

· Gashi denies Kusari’s claims on eventual coalition of AKR with PDK (3)

· Xhemajli calls Vetëvendosje pro-Slavic  (4)

· Politics does not impact population census (6)

· Mistakes corrected (7)

Express

Front page

· Limaj: PDK does not accept conditions 

· Minor hope in Qyshk

· Manipulations appear 

· Veseli: Marty is committing a crime

Other headlines

· Krasniqi: A report with racist content (3)

· A complicated situation for Thaçi (4)

· Veterans clash with Vetëvendosje (4)

· Kacin: Government, as soon as possible (5)

· Marty: Report is in Thaçi’s interest (6)

· Two senior officials resign from Ombudsperson’s office (7)

· Greek KFOR helps children (8)

· Population census in Kosovo, according to the plan (9)

· Banks, the only profiteers (10)

Bota Sot
Front page

· What contains the suit of Thaçi against Euro-Parliamentarian Dick Marty?

· Over 300 thousand euro for salaries of parliamentarians without one day of work!

Other headlines

· Coalition for Democracy requests independent and professional investigations (2)

· Daka: It can be also other annulments of polling stations (3

· Thaçi requests independent investigation over Marty’s accusations (4)

· Countryman: USA support investigations if Marty has new evidence (5)

· Kacin: Marty’s report cannot prevent the dialogue  (6)

· Return of Swine flu in Kosovo (7)

· Buhler: If there are no evidence for Marty’s accusations, they are slander (7)

· Murphy: USA is a strong partner of Kosovo (10)

InfoPress
Front page

· America not influenced by Marty
Other headlines

· Recounting very slowly (2)
· Salaries are not constitutional issue (3)
· Marty committed crime (3)

· Marty to bring evidence (3)

· Marty insults Kosovo and its friends (4)

· Political situation does not prevent population census (5)
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