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· Arrest of Veselinovic brothers does not remove barricades (Koha)

· Mustafa: Thaçi’s government is a dictatorship (dailies)

· Another failure by Serbia at the UN Security Council (Epoka e Re)

· Zbogar, Chief of the EU Office in Kosovo (dailies)

· Stefanovic: We might discuss in January (Express)

· Jeremic: Serbia cannot join EU without recognizing Kosovo (dailies)

· Professional journalists’ association calls for boycott of Assembly (dailies)

Kosovo Media Highlights
Arrest of Veselinovic brothers does not remove barricades (Koha)
Koha Ditore reports on the front page that the arrest of Veselinovic brothers, Zvonko and Zarko, has not changed the situation in the northern part of Kosovo. The arrest of the Veselinovics who are publicly accused of orchestrating attacks against KFOR troops has not discouraged their fellow countrymen and associates in northern Kosovo from maintaining the roadblocks. Roads Wednesday remain blocked and impassable, despite calls from KFOR and EULEX for their removal. 
“KFOR has not changed its position on the barricades. Freedom of movement must be guaranteed for all,” said KFOR spokesman Uwe Nowicki.

The Veselinovic brothers were arrested by Serbian authorities on Tuesday on charges of producing and distributing explosive devices. Serbian authorities said they arrested the two brothers for crimes believed to have been committed in Serbia. Their arrest is not related to attacks against KFOR although they were publicly accused by the commander of KFOR troops.
The paper further notes that EULEX has failed to issue an arrest warrant or officially investigate Zvonko Veselinovic. EULEX officials on Wednesday hesitated to explain the lack of an arrest warrant.

“For the time being, we have no comment about the arrests. We don’t comment on investigations or the names of people under investigation. This is done to protect the investigations,” said EULEX spokeswoman Francoise Lambert.

Mustafa: Thaçi’s government is a dictatorship (dailies)
Several dailies report that in an interview for Pristina-based KTV, LDK leader Isa Mustafa said the central government of Kosovo is a dictatorship and that Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi does not know what governance is and is behaving like a dictator. 
Koha Ditore notes that Mustafa was very calm when he said that he would not respect the agreements that the current government has reached with Serbia. He argued that the agreements first need to be ratified by the Assembly, “something that this government is failing to do”.
Mustafa also said the LDK believes that presidential elections should be held in autumn 2012, adding that the party still hasn’t thought about a candidate.
Another failure by Serbia at the UN Security Council (Epoka e Re)
Epoka e Re reports that the draft resolution on alleged organs trade, drafted by Russia and Serbia, will not be included in the agenda of the United Nations Security Council. “This point has been removed from the daily agenda. It was left for some other time,” an unnamed diplomat in New York told RTK, without disclosing the reasons why the Security Council will not discuss the matter. 
The paper notes that the draft resolution calls for the appointment of a special representative of the UN Secretary General who would oversee investigations and secure a link with the Security Council. The special representative would, if necessary, organize and lead investigation activities.

Zbogar, Chief of the EU Office in Kosovo (dailies)
Dailies report that the European Union High Representative for Foreign Policies and Security, Catherine Ashton, nominated Slovenia’s Foreign Minister, Samuel Zbogar, as EU Representative. This daily reports that it is expected that the EU Council will nominate Zbogar during January also on the position of the Special Representative. Reporting, Zëri says in its leading story that even though a significant diplomat will lead with the EU “office” in Pristina, Brussels continues to distinguish Kosovo from the other states, trying to keep its neutrality towards the status of Kosovo. 

Stefanovic: We might discuss in January (Express)
Express reports that Serbia’s chief of the negotiating team with Kosovo, Borislav Stefanovic, said that discussions between Kosovo and Serbia are expected to continue in Brussels in mid January. However this daily says that this was contested by Serbia’s President Boris Tadic who spoke about pressures towards Serbia, and as consequence also the possibility of stopping the dialogue. 

Jeremic: Serbia cannot join EU without recognizing Kosovo (dailies)
Several dailies quote Serbian Foreign Minister Vuk Jeremic as saying that four EU foreign ministers told him that Serbia cannot join the European Union without formally recognizing the independence of Kosovo. Jeremic said Serbia failed to get the candidate status in December because it refused to explicitly give up on UNSC Resolution 1244. “We showed great flexibility and willingness to find solutions through dialogue with Pristina but we cannot accept such requests,” Jeremic added.

Professional journalists’ association calls for boycott of Assembly (dailies)
Dailies report that on Wednesday, journalists continued to face the sanctions foreseen by the new regulation, which concerns their access at Kosovo Assembly facilities. The Association of professional journalists in Kosovo appealed to all media to boycott the work of Kosovo Assembly due to the new regulation which makes it impossible for journalists to have access at Assembly facilities, except for the “room of the media,” that does not fulfill minimal conditions for work. The Association stated that the boycott starts from 21 December and it will be in power until another decision is made. 

Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore

Front page

· Arrest of Veselinovic brothers does not remove barricades

· Zbogar, head of the EU office in Kosovo

· Albania doesn’t respect trade agreements with Kosovo

· Government does not submit bill to remove VAT for media
· Berisha: Albanians should rewrite their history

· PU illegally accommodates president’s husband

· Media boycott Assembly 

Other headlines

· Tadic questions dialogue, insists on 1244 (2)

· Mustafa: Thaçi’s government is dictatorial (3)

· Mass fight in northern Mitrovica (4)

· Beqaj: KEK debts will not be amnestied (7)

· AAK: Government must remove monopolies over businesses (8)

Zëri

Front page

· EU differentiates Kosovo again

· He did not keep his word

· The interpreter of the Assembly

· Haliti: Minister, empty your bags!

· Zvonko was on the list

· Reporters boycott the Assembly

Other headlines

· Mustafa does not recognize agreements (2)

· Tadic does not give up on 1244 (2)

· Petrovic calls for implementation of agreements (4)

· Candidate status, not even in April (4)

· AAK: Monopolies are being installed on businesses (5)

· Reporters boycott the Assembly (5)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· We won’t get €50 million of EC even in 2012

· Editorial: The Assembly is wrong

· Government does not approve removal of VAT for media

· Slovenian Zbogar, head of EU in Kosovo

Other headlines

· Serbs against dissolution of parallel structures (2)

· Law on President, in January (2)

· Strategy for the north, next year (4)

· UN Security Council ignores Serbian-Russian draft resolution (4)

· Jeremic: Serbia cannot join EU without recognizing Kosovo (4)

Epoka e Re

Front page

· Opposition poverty

· Zbogar, EU chief in Kosovo 

· Hungarian President to arrive for a visit today

· Government approves 100 draft laws for nine months

Other headlines

· Another failure of Serbia at the Security Council (2)

· Against biased actions (2)

· Tadic insists on Resolution 1244 (3)

· Jeremic: Serbia cannot join EU without recognition of Kosovo (4)

· Journalist’s Association calls for boycott of Assembly activities (5)

· Pacolli requests helicopters for KSF (7)

Express
Front page

· Chief Zbogar

· This is how Zvonko was arrested

Other headlines

· Shkullaku: Unnecessary battle with Hashim Thaçi (2)

· Selimi: Main challenges of Minister Zbogar (3)

· Aid for Thailand and Philippines (4)

· Jeremic: Serbia’s condition remains Kosovo (5)

· Stefanovic: We will discuss in January? (5)

· Pacolli: I am lobbying (6)

· Thaçi: We will remove TVA later (6)

· Journalists boycott Kosovo Assembly (7)

· Other civilian registers on 11 January (8)

Bota Sot
Front page

· Americans respect her, but even municipal mayors do not have her picture

· Pacolli: Businesses are ambassadors for Kosovo state

· Isa Mustafa calls Hashim Thaçi’s governing dictatorial

Other headlines

· Clinton: President Jahjaga, the woman that went through the determinant war towards peace (3)

· Zbogar, EU representative in Kosovo (3)

· Massive beating among Serbs in the north (6)

· 48 hours detention for Veselinovics (6)
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