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· Burns: Russia should be careful over Kosovo (dailies)

· Thaçi: Every piece of Kosovo’s territory is protected (dailies)

· Violent protests by Serbs increase the level of readiness of Kosovar institutions 

· Russian envoy to NATO makes contradictory statements about eventual war

· Russia supports aim of Serbs to be independent from Kosovo (Zëri)

· Kaidanow: There will not be any partition of Kosovo (dailies)

· Govt gets support from EU mission for transfer of competencies from UNMIK

Kosovo Media Highlights

Burns: Russia should be careful over Kosovo (dailies)
Several daily newspapers report in the leading front-page stories that U.S. Under-Secretary of State Nicholas Burns stated that the U.S. have strongly advised Russia to be more responsible in its public comments over Kosovo. 

“Russia has an obligation to support the objectives of peace and stability. Russia has not played a meaningful role in Kosovo for years now. It has withdrawn the largest part of its staff from the international enterprise. And Russia has been isolated this week – very few countries are supporting its position,” Burns was quoted as saying.

“As far as the attacks against our embassy and the embassies of many European countries, there can be no excuse for this. These were uncivilized acts of a mob that took the law in their own hands. I told the Serbian Prime Minister and the Foreign Minister when I talked to them yesterday over the phone, that we hold them personally responsible for the safety of our diplomats in Belgrade. According to the Vienna Convention, Serbia is obliged to protect all diplomats in its territory,” Burns said.
The U.S. Under-Secretary of State also praised Kosovar leaders, President Fatmir Sejdiu and Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi, for their course of action which was effective and responsible in safeguarding the democratic rights and the protection of the rights of minority communities.
Thaçi: Every piece of Kosovo’s territory is protected (dailies)

Dailies cover the meeting that Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi had yesterday with Peter Feith, head of the European Union mission in Kosovo, highlighting Thaçi’s remarks that every piece of Kosovo’s territory is guaranteed, protected and under control. Thaçi also said that Kosovo has its territorial integrity that is not violated by anyone, adding that Serbia’s reactions in the days after the declaration of independence are damaging for the people of Serbia. “For us there is no north or south. There is Kosovo, with territorial integrity, not violated by anyone, guaranteed and internationally recognized. Certainly the sights we have seen from Belgrade belong to the past. It was not a reaction only against the declaration of Kosovo’s independence, but a reaction against the democratic world. I think the people of Serbia do not need this clash with civilization,” Thaçi said.
Feith told journalists after the meeting, “I want to assure the people of Kosovo that they can have faith in the government and the international community and NATO that they will help maintain security and safeguard the territorial integrity of Kosovo”. Feith also said that the goal of the European mission is to extend its presence throughout the territory of Kosovo and in this way assist in the process of development, especially the development of the Serb community.
Violent protests by Serbs increase the level of readiness of Kosovar institutions 

Dailies report that the selective closing of border crossing points with Serbia has reduced the number of Serb protesters in northern Mitrovica. Kosovar police authorities have decided on Thursday evening that in all state border crossing points with Serbia to selectively allow Serbs from Serbia to enter Kosovo. According to the police decision, police officers at the border will decide which Serbs from Serbian can enter Kosovo’s territory. Namely, Serbs that display evidence they are residents of Kosovo and those that are not considered a threat to law and order will be allowed to enter Kosovo. In the meantime, police authorities say that the ongoing protests by Serbs in northern Kosovo are quiet. 
Russian envoy to NATO makes contradictory statements about eventual war
Koha Ditore reports that the Russian envoy to NATO Dmitry Rogozin initially said that it was possible that Russia will be forced to use “harsh military force” against NATO because of Kosovo. But later on Rogozin changed his words: “There won’t be any war between Russia and NATO over Kosovo… although this issue will ruin our dialogue.”

Asked to comment on the issue, NATO spokeswoman Carmen Romero said, “Secretary General Scheffer is too busy dealing with Afghanistan and Kosovo and doesn’t have time to deal with the statements of the Russian ambassador.”
Russia supports aim of Serbs to be independent from Kosovo (Zëri)

The Russian news agency Itar Tass quoted a high-ranking anonymous Russian diplomat as saying that Russia is ready to support the aim of Kosovo Serbs toward their own independence. “We will support Serbs in Kosovo that do not want to live in an independent Kosovo,” said the Russian diplomat, adding that he was specifically referring to the town of Mitrovica. He also added that Russia would not allow the full international recognition of Kosovo. “We will block all similar proposals at the United Nations Security Council and we will cooperate with countries that are against Kosovo’s independence.”
Kaidanow: There will not be any partition of Kosovo (dailies)

Dailies quote Tina Kaidanow, head of the U.S. Office in Pristina, as saying that the international community is very determined in its position that there will not be any partition of Kosovo. “Kosovo must remain united and full. I think that above everything else this is important for the Serb community in Kosovo. No one should forget that more than half of Serbs live south of the River Ibër, not north,” added Kaidanow.  
Govt gets support from EU mission for transfer of competencies from UNMIK
Dailies cover yesterday’s meeting of the Strategy Group for Transition, which for the first time was held in the leadership of the Government of Kosovo. Deputy Prime Minister Hajredin Kuçi said this was not only a good signal, but also part of the process of transfer of competencies from UNMIK to Kosovar institutions. “This implies that many competencies are being transferred to the Government of Kosovo. We will do this carefully and together with UNMIK and the EU mission,” said Kuçi.
Under the headline UN will show the functions that will remain in the hands of internationals, Koha Ditore quotes EU Mission in Kosovo head Peter Feith as saying, “We want to assure that the competencies of the United Nations are transferred not to us but to the Government of Kosovo. There can be some functions that will still be held, but we will hear more from the UN about this.”
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