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· Belgrade proposes ethnic partition (dailies)

· Wisner: Belgrade to stop its illegal presence in Kosovo (dailies)

· Don’t come back (Express)

· Macedonia conditions the recognition (dailies)

· Moscow requests again talks on status (Express)

Kosovo Media Highlights
Belgrade proposes ethnic partition (dailies)

Serbia has officially proposed partition of Kosovo on ethnic lines, writes Koha Ditore. 

Minister for “Kosovo and Metohija” Slobodan Samardzic, says that in a proposal sent to UNMIK last Sunday, has been requested that Serbia has control over customs, police, courts, in those parts of Kosovo where there are Serbs, not limiting this activity only in the northern part of Kosovo. 

In Serbia they say that this proposal is a part of the action plan of the Serbian Government against Kosovo declaration of independence. Samardzic gave this letter to UNMIK Deputy Chief, Larry Rossin on Sunday, while Serbs were keeping Court House occupied in Mitrovica North. 

International sources in Pristina say that some UNMIK officials considered this act of Serbs as a “chantage”, in order to trigger negotiations for their proposal, through occupying different institutional buildings.
The next day after receiving Samardzic’s letter, UNMIK had authorized to expel the Serbs from the Court House. The papers further report that UNMIK has confirmed to have received the proposal by Samardciz and this document was not commented further. 

“The plan was sent to New York. We are waiting for the confirmation from there. I can not comment further” UNMIK’s spokesperson Gyorgy Kakuk is quoted as saying. 

Samardzic emphasized that the basis of the proposal for the joint implementation of the 1244 Resolution that was offered to UNMIK, is “the creation of an atmosphere of a functional partition between Kosovo Albanians and Serbs” in Kosovo. 

Wisner: Belgrade to stop its illegal presence in Kosovo (dailies)

American Ambassador Frank Wisner has stated that its time that Belgrade stops its unreasonable practises of illegal presence in Kosovo and show more responsibility. 

These comments the American Ambassador made during a meeting with New York businesses, reported INA News Agency correspondent. 

Wisner said that what happened in Mitrovica some days ago, and especially the violence is unacceptable and exceeds all parameters of good behaviour to express political convictions. 

Don’t come back (Express)

Two Americans, high officials of the United Nations got into a bad fight about the situation in the North, which has now become an area of clashes between those who support and those who oppose Kosovo’s independence, writes Express. 

This went that far that Mitrovica Regional Administrator, Gerard Galluci has sent a letter to New York, complaining about UNMIK Deputy Chief Larry Rossin. All this happened after Rossin authorized a powerful operation, supported by NATO, to end the Serbian control over the Court House in North Mitrovica. 

Mitrovica Mayor Bajram Rexhepi announced a closed door for cooperation with his international counterpart Gerard Galluci, if he decides to come back from his “holiday” in Germany. 

Serbian Media reported about Galluci that he didn’t have good cooperation with UNMIK in Pristina for some months. According to the Belgrade newspaper “Politika”, before the operation that Rossin authorized, Galluci was in close consultations with Serbian leaders from Mitrovica. 

The member of the so-called Serbian National Council, Milan Ivanovic describes Galluci as a fair man, while he says that Rossin is 100% pro-Albanian, explaining this fact that Rossin lives in a mono-ethnic Pristina in full connection with Albanians which means that he had no information at all what was happening in Mitrovica. 

UNMIK did not want to comment the fight between Rossin and Galluci, and UNMIK spokesperson Alexander Ivanko says that UNMIK has no comment in regards to this issue. Asked, what happens if Kosovo authorities do not want Galluci anymore, Ivanko reposnded:”This should not be discussed now”. 

Macedonia conditions the recognition (dailies)

Macedonian Prime Minister Nikola Gruevski and Macedonian Foreign Minister Antonio Milosovski have given their signal on Saturday for proceeding with the recognition of Kosovo’s Republic. 

They conditioned Kosovo’s recognition as an independent and sovereign state, with the start of the work of the Demarcation Group for the border between the two countries. 

Authorities in Skopje said that they agreed that on Saturday that this Commission starts its work and exactly on that day the Macedonian Government to hold a session with only one point on its agenda – the recognition of Kosovo’s independence. Macedonian Spokesperson, Ivica Bocevski expressed wonder why the work hasn’t started yet. 

“Government partners are communicating regularly about the issue of demarcation. What is currently very surprising is Kosovo institutions behaviour in regards to the issues that are very important for the future of Kosovo” Bocevski is quoted as saying. 

He added that on Thursday the work for demarcation by the combined Commission should have started, but on Saturday the Macedonian representatives were informed by Pristina authorities, that they are not ready to start working until the next week. 

Kosovo Prime Minister’s advisor, Bekim Çollaku stated that there was not date set to start the work of demarcation between the borders. He even stated for RTK that the demarcation issue should not be connected to Macedonia’s recognition of Kosovo’s independence because “relations between two neighbour countries can not be built on conditions”. 

Moscow requests again talks on status (Express)

Duma Committee President for External Relations, Konstantin Kosachev has stated that Moscow aims to re-open talks on Kosovo status. 

“I’m sure that Russia stays at her position of requesting a decision in accordance with international law and that the bilateral efforts to push states that are hesitating to recognize Kosovo, not to recognize it” said Kosachev for Veçernje Novosti. He stated further that it’s about two issues: psychological and legal. 

“First of all it’s a very important moment since half of the states do not recognize Kosovo. This would be a step backwards for the Kosovo independence supporters and would have a big psychological impact”, Kosachev is quoted as saying. He added that the other aspect is the one of the international law. 

“Russia will block Kosovo’s membership in all important international organizations, starting from the United Nations and OSCE. This will be a clear indicator that the West was wrong in supporting Kosovo’s independence” said Kosachev.

Belgrade Media Highlights

· UNMIK forwarded Serbian Government proposal to the UN (Vecernje Novosti/Tanjug)

· Kostunica: Kosovo – foundation of new government (Vecernje Novosti)

· Jeremic on Serbia’s moves on Kosovo (Glas Javnosti)

· Sutanovac: Stability most important (Vecernje Novosti)

· Vukcevic: Case formed on sale of organs of Serbs (Glas Javnosti/RTS)
· Zavales: The Kosovo recognition process is not developing as expected (Politika/Tanjug) 

· Biserko continues tour of Serb enclaves (B92, Beta) 
UNMIK forwarded Serbian Government proposal to the UN (Vecernje Novosti/Tanjug)

UNMIK has forwarded the Serbian government proposal on a functional division of Serbs and Kosovo Albanians in Kosovo to the UN, UNMIK spokesperson Georgy Kakuk said. “UNMIK cannot make any decisions on this proposal and has sent the entire text to New York. They will have to decide and advise UNMIK how to react,” Kakuk said. He said that the proposal was sent last week and that he does not know the exact date of the UN answer, adding that the procedure has been observed. 

Serbian Minister for Kosovo Slobodan Samardzic said that an agreement on the creation of a functional division between Serbs and Kosovo Albanians in Kosovo has been proposed to UNMIK. We accept UNSCR 1244 and UNMIK police, judiciary and customs competencies, but after the unilateral proclamation of independence, only Serbs, with the help of Serbia, can implement those competencies, Samardzic said. He emphasized that the Agreement on a Joint Implementation of UNSCR 1244, which he submitted to UNMIK Deputy Head Larry Rosin on Sunday, was a proposal created in cooperation between the Foreign Ministry and the Ministry for Kosovo and that it forms part of the action plan adopted by the Serbian Government on 14 January.

Kostunica: Kosovo – foundation of new government (Vecernje Novosti)

Vecernije Novosti: Your first task is defense of Kosovo where 17 March occurred again. Who staged and who is responsible for the clashes in Kosovska Mitrovica?

PM Kostunica: We remember that the initial 17 March in 2004 was staged, as there was a well-organized and mass attempt to ethnically cleanse Kosovo from Serbs. The project didn’t completely succeed, while both Albanian and foreign elements took part in it. They have done everything for that 17 March to be forgotten. Now, somebody tried to provoke Serbs, again on 17 March, and to be blamed by Albanian extremists and their foreign mentors for the same things they were blamed for on the same day four years ago – that allegedly Serbs started with the violence.
Q: Do you know who really started?

PM: The international forces. It is obvious that the situation in Kosovo is very difficult and that there are reasonable and unreasonable people. The reaction of someone who knows the real situation on the ground, like the regional UNMIK coordinator Gerard Gallucci who resigned, as well as his analysis of the clashes in Kosovska Mitrovica best speak of the background of the new 17 March.
Q: There also exists a campaign against a part of the Serbian Government and the Minister for Kosovo Slobodan Samardzic that they were the initiators of the clashes and are in fact instigating Serbs…

PM: There had always been attempts, and on 17 March 2004 too, to transfer the blame of the Serbs. These attempts didn’t succeed even then or now and were quickly revealed. The truth that UNMIK brutally started the violence also emerged in this case.”

Q: Even parties in Serbia, and even your former coalition partners, along with the criticism of excessive use of force by UNMIK special units, also condemn the violence of Serbs…

PM: When there are parties, within the new coalition Canak, DS and G17plus, which claim that they see with their own eyes that Kosovo is independent and that it is collective insanity to assert that Kosovo is Serbia, it is understandable that there are also such commentaries and so completely evil accusations by those parties.”

Q; There are interpretations that the clashes in Kosovska Mitrovica are actually a battle for northern Kosovo?

PM: The battle for entire Kosovo is waged. The battle is waged to prove indeed that Kosovo is an integral part of Serbia and that it will be returned in the full and legal sense to Serbia’s constitutional order. When advocators of independence faced the fact that Serbia’s battle against the false state will not just come down to the sentence – Serbia will never recognize an independent Kosovo – they demonstrated force.”

Q:Can an international investigation under the UN auspices give some results on the events in Kosovska Mitrovica?

PM: All facts at disposal must be revealed. These things can be partially hushed up and it is not excluded that everything will be done to avoid the real truth – that brutal force, sniper bullets and banned ammunition were used against the people. But, when it comes to 17 February and the proclamation of the first NATO state in the world, as well as 17 March and the violence against Serbs – the judgement of the public is most important.”

Q: What do you concretely have in mind?

PM: I have in mind the judgement of the public that had accused the US and all countries that recognized unilateral independence of Kosovo. I have in mind that the largest part of the world did not support that illegal decision. The fact that the entire world is conducting a serious debate on the creation of this phantom creation. The fact that independent and competent international lawyers point to the danger of this precedent that can create new false states throughout the world.”

Q: What is the real force of such judgement of the public?

PM: That judgement has enabled for the convincing majority of UN member-states to recognize Serbia in its legitimate international borders, and this is best proof that this judgement, over its truthfulness, is stronger than the illegal decision to proclaim unilateral independence. No matter how much the US pressures states with the policy of force to recognize Kosovo, it turns out that the truth is stronger than any lie and any manipulation. Following 17 February, 17 March will also show that Serbia was right.
Q:Is the number of countries that recognized Kosovo below the expectations of the promoters of independence?

PM: It is absolutely and convincingly below their expectations. That number will be far smaller than the number of countries that will not recognize Kosovo. It is especially important for big and highly populated countries – Russia, China and India not recognizing illegal independence. Even the US and European countries semi-loudly admit that Serbia is stronger than it had seemed to them at one moment.
Q: This government fell on the differences regarding the defense of Kosovo and continuation of European integrations. Will the people decide at the elections what is the priority of these two goals?

PM: The previous government also had its priorities. The first priority of both that and future government, and of each government on the planet, is to preserve the territorial integrity of its state. The moment when it is unclear to a government that the defense of the country must be the first and most holly duty, such government must return immediately the mandate to the people. When I saw the hesitation of my former coalition partners and when it was clear to me that I couldn’t trust them anymore, I ended the matter. Now the people has the say.
Jeremic on Serbia’s moves on Kosovo (Glas Javnosti)

Serbia is officially asking the return to the negotiating table. What are the chances for this to happen?

“First of all we must wisely formulate our tactics and strategy, to know what goals we want to achieve. We must be aware that on the side are some of the most influential countries of the world. Our idea is to prevent an international and legal confirmation of Kosovo’s unilaterally proclaimed independence. Therefore, we will continue to do all to limit the number of countries that recognize it, and to keep Kosovo from joining key international organizations. Once we have succeeded at this, and when it turns out Kosovo is in some sort of a ‘neither here nor there’ status, which is not sustainable in the long term, reason will prevail in the international community, I hope, and they will say, this is unsustainable, we will have to find a new solution. We have tried to impose something on Belgrade, it didn’t work, let’s get back to the negotiating table and find a solution that will be acceptable both for Belgrade and Pristina.” 

Japan recognized Kosovo under US pressure… Some information point to the fact that the White House and EU key countries, that are at the same time Contact Group states, are exerting pressure on a large number of countries to recognize secession of Kosovo…

“It is more than obvious that proclamation of independence of Kosovo is imposed in opposition to international law. UNSCR 1244, Helsinki Final Charter and the UN Charter have been violated… With the wave of recognition that fact is attempted to be covered up and to arrive at a new geopolitical reality. It is up to us to have the international law, and it is on our side, to be respected by using all legal, political and diplomatic means. Our battle will imply prevention of membership of the so-called state of Kosovo in international institutions. Therefore, I have already sent letters to 23 international organizations warning that their statutes and principles must prevent them from accepting Pristina’s possible membership applications.” 

You have told the UN Secretary-General that some sort of agreement should be made with UNMIK on implementing UNSCR 1244. Minister for Kosovo Slobodan Samardzic discussed this recently with the Deputy SRSG. What is at stake here and what does this agreement imply? Why do we need it?


“It would be good for us to reestablish trust with UNMIK. It would be good if UNMIK and Belgrade were to find some common ground and sign an interim agreement that would clearly define mutual cooperation in this new situation, so as to avoid new conflict with unforeseeable consequences. The agreement between Covic and Hackerup was the same. We must work with UNMIK, because that is international civil presence in the province envisaged by UNSCR 1244.”

Should we ask or not Brussels to state in what borders is sees and wants Serbia?

“The initialed agreement with the EU clearly confirms that Kosovo is part of Serbia. 
Article 135 clearly defines that Kosovo will be treated according to UNSCR 1244. That is why we initialed that draft agreement. The Serbian Government would not have done that if it brings in any way into question our sovereignty and integrity. That is why there is no dilemma at this moment within the Serbian Government whether it should be signed or not. The closer we are to EU integrations, the more we are stable as a country and our political institutional capacities are greater. The stronger we are as a country the stronger we will be in diplomacy and with better chances to preserve our state integrity and sovereignty. The EU has not recognized independence of Kosovo but certain member-states,” Serbian Foreign Minister told Glas Javnosti.


Sutanovac: Stability most important (Vecernje Novosti)

Serbian Defense Minister Dragan Sutanovac has stated that military cooperation with countries recognizing Kosovo must continue. The Minister said in Belgrade that although the cooperation with those states that have recognized Kosovo’s unilateral independence will be degraded, it must survive. Moves that could have as a result a deterioration of relations for many years to come must not be made, Sutanovac continued, and said that “every kind of military cooperation is strategically important for the country.” Of course, we express our political stance very clearly, we protest Kosovo’s recognition. Cooperation is on a lower level, but it must survive, because it is simply not in Serbia’s interest that it should end,” Sutanovac said.

Vukcevic: Case formed on sale of organs of Serbs (Glas Javnosti/RTS)

The Serbian War Crimes Prosecution has formed a case relating to the sale of organs of Serbs from Kosovo who disappeared during and after the bombing of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia in 1999. Informal claims are being checked which the Prosecution has obtained through its operative work that in 1999 a number of the captured Serbs from the province had been transferred to Albania, said Serbian Prosecutor for War Crimes Vladimir Vukcevic. He underlined that the informal information was obtained from Hague Tribunal investigators and according to those sources there are unregistered mass graves in Albania with bodies of murdered Serbs. Former Hague Tribunal Chief Prosecutor Carla del Ponte wrote in her book a disturbing story about a series of failed investigations of the prosecution which dealt with the fate of between 100 and 300 kidnapped Serbs who ended up in northern Albania near the place of Burel. The younger persons who had been kidnapped had been well fed and not tortured. In a yellow house, which has been identified, in a makeshift surgery, their internal organs were removed, and then they were transferred via Tirana abroad and sold. KLA leaders took part in this, and in one place the possibility of the involvement of the Albanian secret service is also mentioned. Describing the details of information at her disposal, Del Ponte has said that the investigators had due to the impossibility of further investigation given up on the case.

UNMIK has disturbed cooperation with the ICTY in the process against former KLA leader Ramush Haradinaj, refusing to resolve the problem of witness protection and supporting the one who is indicted for the most serious crimes, Carla del Ponte wrote in her book. She conveyed to the then UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan that witnesses in the processes before the ICTY do not trust UNMIK, explaining that UNMIK started to transfer police competencies in Kosovo on to Albanians who were KLA members and who are “intimidating Prosecution witnesses instead of protecting them.” “It seemed that UNMIK head Soren Jessen-Petersen is more against the indictment than Haradinaj himself. Jessen-Petersen had friendly relations with Haradinaj and he didn’t hide this in the statement he issued immediately after the indictment was published,” wrote Del Ponte. “The words of praise of Jessen-Petersen (for Haradinaj) pointed to the fact that not only is UNMIK weak in the authority of Albanians who have practically made worthless UNMIK during the 2004 unrest, but that the UNMIK head, who is also the SRSG, publicly sided with Ramush Haradinaj in the process before the UN Tribunal,” wrote Carla del Ponte.

The Association of the families of Serbs kidnapped and murdered in Kosovo is to press charges against former Hague Tribunal Chief Prosecutor Carla del Ponte for concealing crimes committed against Kosovo Serbs, who were kidnapped and murdered by Albanians, the Association’s chair Simo Spasic said. In 2004, Del Ponte told us that she has information that all the kidnapped Kosovo Serbs were murdered, but she did not mention that she knows that their organs were taken out before they were killed, Simic told Dan. 

Zavales: The Kosovo recognition process is not developing as expected (Politika/Tanjug)

The Kosovo recognition process is not developing as expected, despite the worldwide lobbying of official Washington, independent US analyst John Zavales says. The demonstrations in Belgrade and in northern Kosovo confirm that independence of Kosovo will create instability in Serbia, in Kosovo itself and in the whole region, he told the VOA. Some 50 countries might recognize Kosovo in the end, which does not make up even one third of the 192 UN member-states and that is definitely not a significant support, despite US lobbying, he says. 

Biserko continues tour of Serb enclaves (B92, Beta) 
The delegation, led by Sonja Biserko of the Helsinki Committee, met with local Serbs in the multiethnic village of Mušnikovo near Prizren.
The Serbs told the NGO representatives about the problems they face in isolated enclaves, but said they were determine to stay in their homes. 

Biserko, who came under attack in the enclave of Štrpce on Friday, when local Serbs unhappy with the NGOs work in the past hurled stones and eggs, says the goal of the visit, ongoing for several weeks, is to "open up dialogue with the Albanian community". 

She added the NGO activists are "trying to minimize the influence of Belgrade, which is constantly attempting to use Serbs for its own agenda". 

As for the incident in Štrpce, she said "various services" were putting hurdles in her activities in Kosovo, and accused Prime Minister Vojislav Koštunica of "using Kosovo Serbs in the election campaign". 

Biserko told reporters that she will, "after recording the situation" in the enclaves, decide how to "help the Serbs overcome their dug-in position, which happened first and foremost because of Belgrade's policy which prevented their active participation in Kosovo's political community". 

Biserko also said she will present her findings to the "Serbian and Kosovo government, civil society and the international community". 

The representatives of the NGOs are traveling in Kosovo escorted by the Kosovo police, KPS. 

The Serb enclaves in Kosovo are guarded by international forces in the province in order to prevent outbreaks of ethnically-motivated violence against them by Kosovo's Albanians.
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