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· Countryman: Kosovo was obliged to set reciprocity measures (dailies) 

· Fuele: Serbia cannot join EU with Kosovo problem (dailies) 

· Government observes alternative ways of Serbian goods (Koha Ditore) 

· Central Africa increases the number of recognitions to 77 (dailies) 

· Jeremic: Pressure to recognize Kosovo is increasing (Epoka e Re) 

· How did Beqaj blackmail Pacolli (Zëri) 

· Government manages to convince KLA veterans to stop their strike (Koha Ditore) 

Kosovo Media Highlights
Countryman: Kosovo was obliged to establish reciprocity (dailies) 

Dailies report that the U.S. Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary Thomas Countryman, said that the decision of Kosovo Government to sop imports from Serbia came as a consequence of earlier trade blockade that  Serbia has set for Kosovo. In an interview for VOA, Countryman stated that the United States would like to see a legal access to both sides on this issue. He said that the postponement of talks between Kosovo and Serbia for September, is related to the blockade. “The decision to cancel this week’s talks was the result of the Serbian government’s unwillingness to remove the blockade on goods to Kosovo and there was no opportunity for a new agreement this week,” he said.

Fuele: Serbia cannot join EU with Kosovo problem (dailies) 

Dailies report that the European Union Commissioner for enlargement Stefan Fuele, said on Friday for Radio Free Europe, that with the arrest of Serbia’s last war crimes fugitive, Goran Hadzic, Serbia made a step further to the status of the candidate for the EU. However, Fuele added that this will not be enough for Serbia to get a status of an official candidate in October, as Belgrade expects. He pointed out that Belgrade has to fulfill many political reforms and improve the relations with Kosovo. “What we are discussing is whether full cooperation with Hague Tribunal and catching of the last fugitive are sufficient and assure the status of the candidate. My answer is absolutely clear: No,” said Fuele. 

Government observes alternative ways of Serbian goods (Koha Ditore) 

Koha Ditore reports that use of alternative corridors to get Serbian goods in Kosovo, by the importing companies, will be monitored by the Government. According to the Minister of Trade and Industry, Mimoza Kusari Lila, the current reciprocity measures are taken only for the goods that carry Serbian customs stamp, however, if import from alternative corridors is overdone, measures to stop Serbian goods from entering Kosovo market, will also be taken. “If their flux increases, by getting them in Kosovo through countries such as Macedonia and Montenegro, then the possibility of blockade will be considered,” said Lila adding that this measure will be taken to oblige Serbia to recognize Kosovo stamps. 

Central Africa increases the number of recognitions to 77 (dailies) 

Dailies report that Central Africa has recognized the independence of the Republic of Kosovo on Friday, increasing the number of recognitions to 77. Kosovo Deputy Prime Minister Behxhet Pacolli, confirmed the recognition at a press conference, stressing that this step of the African state comes after his lobbying at this continent. Pacolli was convinced that after this recognition, other African countries would recognize Kosovo’s independence, even though he was not able to name the states that are expected to proceed with recognition. 

Jeremic: Pressure to recognize Kosovo is increasing (Epoka e Re) 

Epoka e Re reports that Serbia’s Minister for Foreign Affairs, Vuk Jeremic, said that the pressure for recognition of the independence of Kosovo is increasing. “Pressures to recognize Kosovo are permanent and they are increasing. Countries with extreme influence are doing what they can and making pressure to the other countries to recognize Kosovo,” said Jeremic for Blic. He added that Serbia has been objecting this, even more successfully than expected by the states that make this pressure. 

Government manages to convince KLA veterans to stop their strike (dailies) 

Dailies report that Kosovo Liberation Army veterans, after 61 days of strike,  removed their tents that were placed in front of the Government building, after the promise that they will be reworded for their contribution during the war of the years 1998-1999. Former KLA fighters stopped their strike only after the Government approved the draft-law on war values, report dailies. 
How did Beqaj blackmail Pacolli (Zëri) 

Based on an international source, Zëri reports on its front page that the Minister of Economic Development, Besim Beqaj, accused Deputy Prime Minister Behxhet Pacolli, that all his activities are made for personal interests. The source, who preferred to remain anonymous, told this daily that Beqaj made these accusations at the embassies in Pristina. This has urged Pacolli to send a letter to the Prime Minister, where he threatened to breach the governing coalition. According to the same source, except for the letter, there were also harsh tones at the proceeding meetings where PM Thaçi was also present. 

Even though Pacolli confirmed these misunderstandings, and sending of the letter, he dinied to have threatened with the breach of the coalition, reports this daily. 
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