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· French Ambassador confirms preparations for new dialogue (Koha)

· Pristina looks to Brussels to remove roadblocks in the north (dailies)

· Brussels concerned (Express) 

· Parallel structures call on Serbs to protect court from Albanians (Koha)

· KFOR closes the “new gate” in Jarinje (Koha Ditore)

· Fatmir Limaj one month under house arrest (dailies)

· Constitutional Court: Immunity case was a constitutional matter (Koha)

· Feith: The decision for immunity should be respected (Express) 

Kosovo Media Highlights

French Ambassador confirms preparations for new dialogue (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports on the front page that Kosovo and Serbia will soon be holding a political dialogue according to international diplomats, who have announced that this dialogue will be different from that being held in Brussels on technical issues.  The dialogue between Edita Tahiri and Borislav Stefanovic, according to these sources, will be set once Kosovo and Serbia achieve joint conclusions on the issues of telecommunication, electricity, presentation of Kosovo in international initiatives and university diplomas. 
“Robert Cooper will announce the close of the dialogue at the end of this year and the start of the political dialogue once Serbia has gone through elections planned for April”, said a high European official in condition of anonymity. The start of the dialogue with “a bigger D” has also been confirmed officially by the French Ambassador in Kosovo, Jean-Francoise Fitou. 
In an interview for Koha Ditore, the French diplomat said that the political dialogue would serve to define relations between Kosovo and Serbia in the European Union. “The current dialogue under the framework of the European Union exists to solve technical issues which have to do with the improvement of lives of people, this dialogue is largely supported by us, but afterwards there needs to be another dialogue, this time with a bigger D.  Before that, the smaller dialogue will help parties build trust, so they will be able to have the bigger D dialogue”, said Fitou.
Pristina looks to Brussels to remove roadblocks in the north (dailies)

All dailies cover yesterday’s session of the Kosovo Assembly which focused on developments in the northern part of the country. Dailies note that Kosovo is hoping that the European Union will pressure Serbia to remove the roadblocks in the north which were set up by local Serbs after Kosovo Police and Customs officers were deployed to Gates 1 and 31.

Interior Affairs Minister Bajram Rexhepi, who was reporting on the situation in the north, told MPs that if Brussels doesn’t convince Belgrade to remove the roadblocks, then Kosovo institutions in coordination with international mechanisms present in Kosovo will remove them. “If pressure from Brussels on Belgrade doesn’t work, because Belgrade too is behind these barricades, then we will coordinate with KFOR and EULEX and enable freedom of movement for people in the area by removing the roadblocks,” Rexhepi was quoted as saying.
Brussels concerned (Express) 

Express reports that European Union officials expressed concern regarding the situation in the north after the start of implementation of the agreement on customs stamps and free trade with Serbia. An EU senior official, who preferred to remain anonymous, told this daily that “Brussels is in continuous contact with Belgrade,” however, he did not want to share details of these discussions. EU High Representative Catherine Ashton and her emissary in the dialogue between Serbia and Kosovo, have not responded to Serbia’s proposal for the functioning of the two customs points in the north. According to this daily, Tadic might receive the answer from Ashton in New York, where he is also expected to meet the U.S. Secretary of State, Hillary Clinton. The Spokesperson of Baroness Ashton, reportedly told this daily that “the EU wants the embargo removed as soon as possible,” She added that EULEX is an EU mission and it is acting completely in accordance with its mandate. This is implementation on customs stamps,” she said. 

The Serbian representative in the discussions with Kosovo, Borislav Stefanovic, told this daily through a telephone conversation that Serbia is not blocking anything. “We are implementing the agreement,” she said. 
Parallel structures call on Serbs to protect court from Albanians (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports that Serb parallel structures have now started another offensive to convince the Serb population to support them. The so-called head of Mitrovica district and the other 4 so-called heads of north municipalities, have visited the barricade in Rudare. They, on this occasion, called on Serbs of the north to remain calm, united and unified. In the coming days there could be provocations from the side of international community and Pristina, said the heads of parallel structures. According to Pantic, next week Albanians will attempt to take control of court buildings located in north of Mitrovica. He appealed to Serbs to be ready and to go in the streets, if needed, to protect what is theirs and not to allow Albanian judges in the north.

KFOR closes the “new gate” in Jarinje (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that on Thursday KFOR closed the “new gate” in Jarinje, which parallel structures in the north began to build two days before. This road connected the north with Serbia and avoided the border crossing point in Jarinje. The alternate crossing point to Serbia is very close to the official crossing point, which was burned at the end of July. KFOR Spokesman, Ralph Adametz, on Thursday during the day exclaimed KFOR knew of the road and would take appropriate action in response. In the evening hours the newspaper learned that KFOR had closed alternate gate. The alternate road was built to avoid Kosovar customs officers and those from EULEX who are located at gate 1 in Jarinje.
Fatmir Limaj one month under house arrest (dailies)

Several dailies report that in the next session of the Kosovo Assembly, Deputy Fatmir Limaj will only be able to watch it from his home. He is under house arrest for the next 30 days, after the decision of the  District Court of Pristina.  This decision comes months after an arrest warrant was issued for Limaj in regards to accusations of war crimes. Sources of EULEX, say that Limaj voluntarily accepted to go to the court, in order to avoid his arrest. Furthermore, still without going there, Limaj, according to the source, knew that prosecutor, Maurizio Salustro would propose the measure of house arrest. This was confirmed also with the fact that his lawyer will not even make a complaint against it. 
Constitutional Court: Immunity case was a constitutional matter (Koha)
Koha Ditore reports that the Constitutional Court announced on Thursday afternoon the full ruling on the immunity of MPs, the President and members of the Government. The paper notes that the Government based its request for the court to rule based on Article 93.10 of the Constitution of Kosovo. This article provides that the Government can refer constitutional matters to the Constitutional Court. 
The ruling reads “The Constitutional Court, as the supreme authority for interpreting the Constitution, considers that immunity related issues are of a constitutional nature”. Therefore, it was concluded that the government has raised a constitutional matter and that it is authorized to rule.

The Constitutional Court said on Tuesday that MPs can be detained and arrested even when they are performing their duties, in plenary assembly sessions or in meetings of parliamentary committees. The ruling notes that the President cannot be arrested or detained, whereas the ruling did not mention members of the government.
A source told the paper that members of government “can be arrested and detained at any place and at any time because they do not have immunity for actions that go beyond their area of responsibility and that law enforcement mechanisms must treat them as ordinary citizens.

Feith: The decision for immunity should be respected (Express) 

Express reports that the International Civilian Representative Pieter Feith, requested from institutions and citizens of Kosovo, to respect the decision of the Constitutional Court, regarding the immunity of deputies. Hailing this step of the Constitutional Court, Feith said that there is no need for concern after this decision. Feith did not want to comment on the possibility of arresting deputies under investigation, stating that this is not under his competencies. However, he added that he believes that relevant institutions would know what to do on this direction. 

Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore

Front page

· Indications of political dialogue

· Constitutional Court: Immunity case was a constitutional matter

· Pristina looks toward Brussels to remove roadblocks in the north

· Jahjaga is irreplaceable, Thaçi and Krasniqi not

· Parallel structures call on Serbs to protect courts from Albanians

· KFOR shuts down “new gate” in Jarinje

· Feith: Kosovo’s cultural heritage must be preserved
· Reciprocity brought more expensive products

Other headlines

· Limaj, one month under house arrest (3)

· BIK: Protest after Juma is damaging for Kosovo’s image (5)

· Kabashi: Rexhepi did not inform us about the tapping (8)

· Abdixhiku: Close the borders (10)

Zëri

Front page

· Government politicizes prisons

· House arrest for Limaj

· Filipaj: Until when?

· No secret plan for the north 

· Rexhepi threatens Konjufca and Aliu

· Thaçi brings bad luck, NASDAQ shares fall
Other headlines

· Albright engaged for Kosovo’s integration (2)

· Berisha: Two Albanian states in the UN (2)

· Brunei considering recognition of Kosovo (2)

· Tirana asks for support for Kosovo (2)

· Political pressure or force in the north (3)

· Bosnia promises to recognize Kosovo documents (4)
Kosova Sot

Front page

· Courts fail to decrease the number of cases

· Six-month plan for the north, barricades remain 

· Fitou: There is no special plan for the north

Other headlines

· EU five harm Kosovo (2)

· Request to accelerate anti-mafia law  (3)

· Thaçi meets Wisner and Clark (4)

· Former Secretary Albright supports Kosovo (4)

· Thaçi opens NASDAQ stock-market (6)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· The first victim

· Constitutional decision suits Feith

· Islam Community of Kosovo is against

· Rexhepi: We will remove the barricades

· Fitou appeals to Serbs to remove the barricades

Other headlines

· Normality returning? (2)

· Tadic’s meeting with Ashton was not pleasant (2)

· Brunei expected to recognize Kosovo (3)

· Bosnia to recognize Kosovo documents soon (4)

· Konjuvca: Government is not controlling Kosovo land (6)

· Draft law on Government, approved in principal (6)

· Kabashi: Criminality in Kosovo is increasing (7)

Express
Front page

· Closed in his house

· Brussels concerned

· The selling of PTK is removed from priorities

· In the streets for the scarf

· They ignore the court

Other headlines

· Feith: Too be respected the decission for immunity (4)

· Recognize passports (5)

· Concerned friends (6)

· Cautious actiosn in the north (6)
· We will remove barricades (6)

· This is not reciprocity (10)
Bota Sot
Front page

· It is not the time of war operations in the north, as before in Croatia!

· 30 days house arrest for Limaj

· Rexhepi: We are waiting the answer from Brussels to remove the barricades

· 13 Serbs arrested, they have entered in Kosovo illegally 

Other headlines

· Fitou: Serb parallel structures in north, unacceptable (2)

· Feith: The decission of Constitutional Court, positive – I don’t know about arrests (3)

· Albright remains friend of Kosovo, Ahtisaari evaluates the achievements of Kosovo (3)

· Tadic requests special status or division of the north  (7)

· Lobbying in New York (11)
Disclaimer

This media summary consists of selected local media articles for the information of UN personnel. The public distribution of this media summary is a courtesy service extended by UNMIK on the understanding that the choice of articles translated is exclusive, and the contents do not represent anything other than a selection of articles likely to be of interest to a United Nations readership. The inclusion of articles in this summary does not imply endorsement by UNMIK.

