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· AAK claims disappeared votes and wants in on runoff (dailies)

· De Marnhac in Belgrade speaks about the north and dialogue (dailies)

· Giffoni visits FAIR, he will also go to Vetëvendosje (dailies)

· IFIMES predicts PDK victory in general elections (dailies)

· Hoxhaj: The salaries of teachers will be raised from grants (dailies)

· Kosovo remains the most isolated country in the world (dailies)

· Enver Sekiraça in Ireland, efforts underway to ensure his arrest (Koha Ditore)

Kosovo Media Highlights

AAK claims disappeared votes and wants in on runoff (dailies)

Koha Ditore reports that on Monday AAK presented the documentation with which officials of this party contest the preliminary results, announced by CEC, of the extraordinary elections for the head of Rahovec municipality. If everything is as the AAK claims, then PDK already lost the municipality of Rahovec. Blerim Kuçi, the organizational secretary and the head of elections headquarters of AAK, said that he spent from 8pm on Sunday until the early morning hours of Monday, investigating how their candidate was not to be in the runoff. 

Kuçi, who is also the head of Suhareka municipality, said that he observed that the data on the forms regarding the votes in three polling centers does not match with the presented data from CEC as preliminary results. According to the documentation presented by AAK, the number of votes which their candidate received for the head of Rahovec, Smajl Latifi, has been lowered in a mysterious way, right after the data arrived in CEC. According to them, their candidate has been short-changed by 457 votes. 
Koha Ditore writes that the documentation presented by AAK on Monday is supportive of this claim. The newspaper is in possession of the copies of three forms about the data and results compliance which are filled after vote counting. 

The hope of runoff has not been dashed by the head of CEC, Valdete Daka. She said to Koha Ditore that it is possible that mistakes might have been made, however if it comes out that the presented facts from AAK are true and comply with the data of CEC, then the possibility exists of changing the results. “Even that the announced results yesterday were only preliminary results, again if their complaint is verified and when the conditional ballots are counted the result can change”, said Daka. 
De Marnhac in Belgrade speaks about the north and dialogue (dailies)

In his first visit to Belgrade since taking on the EULEX chief post, Xavier Bout de Marnhac met Serbian officials and discussed the situation in the north of Kosovo and the Pristina-Belgrade dialogue. Koha Ditore notes that there was very little information released after the meetings but according to sources, de Marnhac will try to reach an agreement with Belgrade officials on the establishment of rule of law in the north. De Manhac is quoted to have told Belgrade’s Blic that one of the main reasons for his visit is to stress the importance of the improvement of the situation in the north. The EULEX chief has also confirmed that the mission he leads is ready to facilitate and provide logistical support for the upcoming Pristina-Belgrade talks. 

Giffoni visits FAIR, he will also go to Vetëvendosje (dailies)

Koha Ditore reports that the party that will, for the first time, take part in an electoral process, FAIR, has been visited by another Ambassador of a Quint country. This time in the offices of FAIR, which are composed mainly of youth, visited the Italian Ambassador, Michele Giffoni. The Italian diplomat has evaluated that the new comings in the Kosovar politics are welcomed, but he insisted that the meeting does not consist of political support for FAIR. “Of course I don’t support any political party, and this visit is not a public support. It was only a meeting of exchanging views and aims. I will visit all political parties, within these 10 days”, said Giffoni, while confirming that he will also visit the Vetëvendosje movement.

IFIMES predicts PDK victory in general elections (dailies)

Ljubljana-based International Institute for Balkans Studies, IFIMES, has published a study into the outcome of extraordinary elections in Kosovo according to which Hashim Thaçi’s PDK will remain the leading party. IFIMES said PDK possesses the right timing to win elections due to the weakening of the LDK and the absence of AAK leader Ramush Haradinaj. With regards to LDK, IFIMES has concluded its leader Isa Mustafa has made two strategic mistakes. The first is his failure to undertake fundamental changes to the party leadership and the second, not managing to keep Ukë Rugova inside the party.

Hoxhaj: The salaries of teachers will be raised from grants (dailies)
Education Minister, Enver Hoxhaj, said that this “plan” about the raise of salaries for teachers of secondary and high school level has also involved the Ministry of Finance. According to him, the raise of salaries for 50 percent will be paid from the grant of the government for the education sector for municipalities, which for the year 2011 will be 20 million more than this year, from 110 million euro, as it was last year, it will be 130 million euro in 2011. Hoxhaj did not comment on the fact that the head of finances, Ahmet Shala, stated to Koha Ditore one month earlier that there will not be a raise in teachers’ salaries. Minister Shala himself did not want to comment on the situation; the newspaper did send him a few questions, but remained without answers.
Kosovo remains the most isolated country in the world (Koha Ditore)

The Institute for Research and European Initiatives for Stability, in their regular report, has displayed alarm about the situation of freedom of movement outside the borders of Kosovo citizens, and has evaluated that the European Union is mining its interests in this country, while isolating Kosovars and making them the most isolated citizens of the world. The Kosovo government has failed to implement repatriation and reintegration policies. According to ESI’s report, those developments have made Kosovo the most isolated country in the world and the dialogue about visa liberalization has not even started, the paper writes.

Enver Sekiraça in Ireland, efforts underway to ensure his arrest (Koha Ditore)

The paper reports that the person wanted for a number of crimes in Kosovo including the murder of a police officer, Enver Sekiraça, is staying in Ireland near the country’s capital, Dublin, but that there are problems regarding his extradition as Ireland does not carry out Interpol’s arrest warrants but gets only informed by them. “He is there for quite some time but now Interpol has discovered he is staying in a quiet neighbourhood near the capital,” an unnamed source told the paper. The source also added that Sekiraça is under constant police supervision until a decision is reached to enable his arrest and subsequent extradition to Kosovo.  
Kosova Sot however quotes a police source saying Sekiraça has not been seen in Gracanica, where he was suspected of staying, and that he is now in north Mitrovica where, together with certain persons from the Serb community, he is running prostitution and other criminal activities.
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Koha Ditore
Front page

· AAK demands disappeared votes and runoff 

· De Marnhac in Belgrade speaks about the north and dialogue 

· Giffoni visits FAIR, will also go to Vetëvendosje

· Sekiraça in Ireland, efforts underway for his arrest 

· Kosovo remains the most isolated country in the world

Other headlines

· Hoxhaj: Teachers’ salaries to be increased through grants (2)

· False FAIR commissioners appear in Malisheva (7)

· Krasniqi: PDK will win (7)

· FOL: Krasniqi breaches Constitution by taking part in campaign (7)

· Robelli: Mustafa Mission (10)

· Zogiani: Code of conduct (10)

Zëri
Front page

· Rahovec, sample for national elections 

· AAK disputes results 

· FOL: Jakup Krasniqi to stay out of campaign!

· Bllaca case at court on Thursday

Other headlines

· IFIMES predicts PDK victory (2)

· Kurti optimistic of victory (2)

· De Marnhac in Belgrade (2)

· KFOR and EULEX keep shape (2)

· Early warning (3)

· NATO summit, important for Kosovo (4)

· Thaçi, pleased with elections in Rahovec (4)

· Hoxhaj: Salaries have nothing to do with campaign (5)

· Giffoni to visit Vetëvendosje (5)

Kosova Sot
Front page

· Rahovec test, PDK weakened

· IFIMES: PDK has chances to regain power in Kosovo

· AAK disputes result 

· Police ‘shuts eyes’, Sekiraça practices his business in Kosovo 

· Editorial: Elections in Rahovec 

Other headlines

· Ballots to be printed out by CETIS (2)

· EULEX marks progress in corruption cases (2)

· NATO considers Kosovo factor of stability (4)

· ESI: EU undermines its interests in Kosovo (4)

· Giffoni in FAIR, promises to also visit Vetëvendosje (4)

· Hoxhaj: Teachers’ pay raise not part of campaign (9)

· EULEX issues indictment against Faruk Gashi (13)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· Fatmir Rexhepi: Isa can’t win elections

· IFIMES: PDK winner in 12 December elections 

· AAK says Latifi has been damaged by 457 votes 

· Increase of salaries is not a campaign  

Other headlines

· EU undermining its interests in Kosovo (2)

· De Marnhac: Incidents in the north, attack of Serbs against Serbs (2)

· PDK, winner in 12 December elections (3)

· Giffoni committed for fair and democratic elections (3)

· Daka guarantees free elections (4)

Express
Front page

· Gecaj’s accuse Switzerland 

· Hopes for runoff

· Slovenian prognosis 

Other headlines

· Kosovo fulfilled conditions (5)

· Together against gangs (5)

· Positive prognosis for PDK (6)

· Investigated about monopoly (10)

· Beqaj: Kosovo fulfilled preconditions (10)

Lajm
Front page

· Dialogue for visas immediately
· The victory of PDK announced
· Daka: they are only preliminary results 
Other headlines

· Thaçi apologized about the Vokshi case (2)

· Giffoni visited FAIR (2)

· EU to set up the sate of the Balkans membership (2)

· Thaçi: The result to be accepted (3)

· Latifi is missing votes (3)

· FOL criticizes President Krasniqi (3)

· Joint exercise of EULEX and KFOR (4)

Bota Sot
Front page

· PDK and AAK subject to international pressure

· Mustafa convinced in the victory of LDK

· Pacolli: The way of privatization has destroyed economy of Kosovo

Other headlines

· IFIMES: PDK has chances to retake governance of Kosovo  (2) 

·  Giffoni to visit also Vetëvendosje (3)

· Candidate Smajl Latifi has been damaged for 457 votes (4)

· KFOR and EULEX conduct joint exercise (4)

· FAIR requests fair elections, free and democratic  (7)
· I will be strong voice of the business in Kosovo parliament (8)

· Runoff in Rahovec on 19 December (11)

· Hoxhaj: We raised the salaries to raise the quality (11)

InfoPress 
Front page

· PDK main topic in the campaign
· In Rahovec runoff on 19 December
Other headlines 
· PDK, winner on 12 December (3)

· With business partner in building the state (4)

· AAK contesting the results in Rahovec (4)

· Incidents in the north, caused from Serbs (4)

· Meets FAIR, but also Vetëvendosje (5)

· Kosovo should not be overlooked (5)
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