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· Thaçi’s failure gives Jahjaga an opportunity (Koha)

· Jahjaga: Five EU member states are damaging us (Epoka e Re)

· Wood: Non-recognition of Kosovo is absurd (Express)

· Removal of the barricades is not the main issue for KFOR (Koha)

· Bogdanovic: We will not remove the parallel institutions (Express)

· Towards implementation (Express)

· Vetëvendosje: Thaçi, Rexhepi and Tahiri, most skilful in “lies” (dailies)

· Haradinaj’s request for provisional release rejected (dailies)

· KJC: We withstood the government’s pressure (Koha)

Kosovo Media Highlights
Thaçi’s failure gives Jahjaga an opportunity (Koha)
Koha Ditore reports on the front page that there has been a shift at the helm of the fight against corruption in Kosovo, as Americans are trying to take a leading role in the process. 
The failure of Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi’s task force in the case of the former Central Bank Governor and the possible failure by EULEX in the case of the Ministry for Transport and Telecommunications is expected to change local and international leaders opinion of the fight against corruption. President Atifete Jahjaga will be appointed instead of Prime Minister Thaçi as the leader of this fight, while Americans are expected to exert a greater influence on EULEX. 
For this purpose, the President has launched the initiative to establish the National Council against Corruption. Unnamed sources told the paper that the initiative has received huge support in Jahjaga’s meetings in the U.S., due to their disappointment with the fight against corruption led by Thaçi so far. 

Jahjaga: Five EU member states are damaging us (Epoka e Re)

Epoka e Re quotes President Atifete Jahjaga on the front page as saying that five EU member states that have yet to recognize Kosovo’s independence are an obstacle in the its path toward the European Union. Jahjaga made these remarks during a meeting with Hungarian President Pal Schmitt who came to Kosovo to visit Hungarian KFOR troops. Jahjaga said Kosovo is a sui generis and that as such cannot be compared with other cases in Europe and the world. Countries that have not recognized Kosovo’s independence have some internal issues which they believe are similar to Kosovo and that its recognition could trigger certain processes in their countries and that is not the case, she added.
Wood: Non-recognition of Kosovo is absurd (Express)

Express reports that Kosovo’s representative at the International Court of Justice, the British lawyer Sir Michael Wood, said on Thursday that Kosovo’s non-recognition by many world countries is absurd. During his stay in Pristina, Wood said the strongest argument to recognize Kosovo is the ICJ ruling in favor of its independence.

“I think and believe that there are countries that shouldn’t fear the independence of Kosovo. If one reads the ruling of the International Court of Justice, it clearly says that Kosovo is a sui generis and has nothing in common with Cyprus for example,” said Wood, adding that countries which are opposing Kosovo’s independence are relying on false and unrealistic principles. “They can be political, but if you look at the legal aspect there is no need for them to be afraid.”

Removal of the barricades is not the main issue for KFOR (Koha)
Koha Ditore reports that KFOR Spokesperson Uve Novicki, stated that international forces in Kosovo will continue with the removal of barricades in the north, however, “barricades are not the main issue” in the north of Kosovo. “Removal of barricades is part of the context of the general situation in the north of Kosovo, but they are not the most key issue and the most important. The main issue is to reach a situation where all parties would discuss among each other, look towards future and act according to this,” said Novicki. 

Bogdanovic: We will not remove the parallel institutions (Express)
Express reports that Serbia’s Minister for Kosovo, Goran Bogdanovic, stated that Serbia will not withdraw its institutions in the north of Kosovo. According to him, the request that Serbia withdraw its institutions in the north of Kosovo is unacceptable for Serbia’s Government. He stated that Serbs in Kosovo have survived only where their institutions are present. Asked if the rumors for a request to give up Resolution 1244 would in reality mean recognition of Kosovo, Bogdanovic said that he personally is close to that interpretation. 

Towards implementation (Express)

Express reports that Kosovo and Serbia have made concrete steps towards implementation of the agreement on the freedom of movement of people and vehicles. Both parties inform that implementation will start on 26 December, as foreseen. Head of Kosovo’s delegation in the dialogue with Serbia, Edita Tahiri stated that Kosovo has made all the preparations. “From our side, as Kosovo, we are ready in all aspects, including insurance of vehicles, and we have signals from Mr. Cooper that the Serbian party is in the final phase,” said Tahiri. Serbia’s Government on Thursday approved a regulation on the manner of crossing at “administrative points.” The dialogue is expected to continue in mid January. 

Vetëvendosje: Thaçi, Rexhepi and Tahiri, most skilful in “lies” (dailies)
Dailies report that according to the Vetëvendosje Movement Kosovo’s Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi, the Minister of Internal Affairs Bajram Rexhepi and Deputy Prime Minister Edita Tahiri, are the politicians whose statements are not to be trusted. This daily reports that Vetëvendosje has put up posters with their pictures and statements considered not to be true on trees and buildings in all Kosovo municipalities. “Hashim Thaçi’s Government started with manipulation of elections, and it continues to manipulate the public opinion. Today his presence in the Government is not proof of sincerity, it is not proof of their tireless work, but proof of their affinity to manipulate and lie to citizens,” said Frashër Krasniqi, a Vetëvendosje activist. 

Haradinaj’s request for provisional release rejected (dailies)

Several dailies report that the ICTY has rejected the request of AAK leader Ramush Haradinaj’s attorneys for his provisional release during New Year holidays. The request was turned down with the excuse that it can impede the retrial. Meanwhile, the retrial has been postponed to 13 February when the next witness is expected to testify.
KJC: We withstood the government’s pressure (Koha)
Koha Ditore reports that the government’s attempts to put the judiciary under its control proved futile this year. The heads of the judiciary in Kosovo did not hide the fact that the government openly tried to control them. Enver Peci, chairman of the Kosovo Judicial Council, told reporters on Thursday that the government’s decision in April to establish the so-called Consultative Council for Justice has been turned down. 
“Yes, we withstood the pressure to control us. We explained that we disagree with that council and we did not send our representative. That decision was anti-constitutional and anti-legal. I think cooperation with institutions is necessary but within the competencies,” Peci said.

The paper recalls that the government issued a decision on 4 April this year whereby it attempted to bring under its control the judiciary by obliging the heads of the judiciary to become part of the consultative council chaired by Deputy Prime Minister Hajredin Kuçi. The decision then entered force on 1 June but failed after the Judicial Council and the Supreme Court did not appoint their representatives in the Council.
Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore

Front page

· Thaçi’s failure gives Jahjaga an opportunity
· Kosovo without a law on confiscation of wealth

· KJC: We withstood the government’s pressure

· Candidates for ambassadors to be interviewed

Other headlines

· Removal of barricades is not top priority for KFOR (2)
· ICTY rejects Haradinaj’s request for provisional release (3)

· Serbia adopts directive for border crossing with Kosovo (3)

· Thaçi, Rexhepi and Tahiri, most skilful in “lies” (4)

Zëri

Front page

· Government, “dictatorship” over the media

· Hungarian support for Kosovo grows stronger

· Reporters: Boycott Krasniqi

· Vetëvendosje announces the top politicians of the year!

Other headlines

· Clinton: Jahjaga, leader of the country’s unity (2)

· No reason not to recognize Kosovo (2)

· Law on confiscation of illegal wealth is delayed (6)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· New penal code foresees fines for media

· Carry out reforms!

· Editorial: Article 37 imprisons freedom of speech

· KCJ clashes with the Government

· In 2011, no conference on foreign investments

Other headlines

· Wood criticizes countries that don’t recognize Kosovo (2)

· Law on confiscation of illegal wealth is not adopted (3)
· Roads in northern Kosovo remain blocked (4)

· Decision on supervised independence in January (5)
Epoka e Re

Front page

· Edita’s message

· Haradinaj’s request for temporary release refused

· Jahjaga: Five EU countries are harming us

· Independence lawyer Wood: I was convinced on victory

· Constitutional amendments to be approved today

Other headlines

· Clinton: Jahjaga, leader of peace and reconciliation (2)

· Serbian Government approves regulation of border crossing with Kosovo (2)

· Jeremic: Recognition of Kosovo is not a formal condition (2)

· Bogdanovic: Serbia does not accept to dissolve  parallel structures (2)

· Chancellor Merkel’s adviser discussed with Thaçi (3)

· Ivanovic” Veselinovic’s arrest does not remove the barricades (3)

· Haliti: Amendment of the Constitution is a challenge (7)

Express
Front page

· Do not rush Mimoza

· Towards implementation

· Hungary requests reforms

Other headlines

· Koçi: Was Vaclav Havel “an Albanian”? (2)

· Bogdanovic: We will not remove parallel structures (4)

· Removal of barricades is not KFOR’s a priority any more (5)

· Absurd opponents (4)

· Vetëvendosje: A year of deceiving politicians (6)

· Criticism regarding recognitions (6)

Bota Sot
Front page

· They arrested Veselinovics, “to sell” them as “expensive” as they can in Brussels

· Jahjaga: The EU five is blocking us

· 1797 missing from the war

Other headlines

· Habsburgs honor Pristina and Albanians (2)

· Germany, arm embargo for Kosovo (3)

· Russian and Serbian draft resolution fails at UNSC (3)

· Wood: ICJ legitimized declaration of independence (4)

· Serbs block movement of KFOR and EULEX (7)
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