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Main Stories                     24 January 2011
__________________________________________________
· Re-elections with fewer citizens and with same irregularities (Koha Ditore)

· Feith’s criteria (Express) 

· Solana: The delay of Kosovo independence was a mistake (Koha Ditore)

· EULEX political agenda (Infopress)

· Marty: It is not a pleasure to be insulted and to call you layer and Nazi (Koha Ditore)

· Switzerland considers permission of stay for Azem Syla and Kadri Veseli (dailies)
· Ahmet Shala a candidate for Governor (Zëri) 

Kosovo Media Highlights

Re-elections with fewer citizens and with same irregularities (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports according to Central Election Commission, there was a lower turnout in the Sunday elections in Mitrovica municipality however it adds that irregularities were the same. The same level of irregularities was also reported by the NGO network Democracy in Action, political parties, however the aspect of security during the process has been achieved and this was also said by the police. Head of CEC, Valdete Daka, did not come out with election results in Sunday’s latest press conference, however she gave the percentage of participation of Mitrovica citizens in these elections. “This is the participation of voters until 19:00 hours: 23, 238 thousand citizens or in percentage 26, 76 per cent. If we compare this with the elections of 12 December 2010, 32 thousand and 215 citizens or 37, 10 percent of the citizens voted that day”, said Daka. In a separate box under headline PDK first according to Democracy in Action, this daily reports that Democracy in Action has announced election results at Kosovo level, adding the results of Mitrovica. PDK received 30.85 percent, LDK 26.37, Vetëvendosje movement 13.30, AAK 10.51, AKR 8.02, FAIR 2.63, LDD 2.02 and other parties 6.13 percent.

Feith’s criteria (Express) 

Express reports that representatives of the international community in Kosovo have strengthened their position to exclude from the future government convicted individuals or those that are being investigated. The chief of the International Civilian Office in Kosovo. Pieter Feith, said in an interview for TV Alsat, that it would be very difficult for him to have relations with people that are under investigation, if they would be included in the new Government. According to this daily, Feith does not see any reason to hold new elections. He once again reiterated that would have been very good for Kosovo’s image in the world if a woman becomes a President. 


Solana: The delay of Kosovo’s independence was a mistake (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that Javier Solana, former General Secretary of NATO and head of EU diplomacy, in his book of 267 pages “Protection of Politics”, dedicates 20 pages to Balkans, where he recalls the events in Balkans during the ‘90s of the last century and he brings the reasons for all the crucial decisions in that period. Written in a form of an interview, with the journalist of El Pais, Lucimo Basata, in fact the book contains Solana’s memoirs.   

EULEX’s political agenda (Infopress)

Infopress reports that the European mission for the rule of law, EULEX, that has been acting in Kosovo for two years, has not managed to show any results in justice, police or customs. Officials of this mission accept that they have released political statements time to time, however the same cannot be remembered to have done the job for which they came to serve in Kosovo.  Just the same as UNMIK n the pas, EULEX as a biological legacy of UNMIK did not show any results in fighting crime or capturing criminals. During the last year, EULEX made a media show with some raids for nothing, reports this daily. 

Marty: It is not a pleasure to be insulted and to be called liar and Nazi (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that in an interview for the newspapers Le Matin Dimanche and Sonntagszeitung, Swiss parliamentarian, Dick Marty, has firmly defended his report over the supposed crimes of KLA. He said that he is not an investigative judge, but a denunciator. “My report contains very accurate details. I am surprised about recent anger, because all the elements have already been known. KLA in the’90s was considered a terrorist group which dealt with firing guns, trafficking narcotics and people. In June 1999, the New York Times and Guardian approached this topic based on an FBI report. In 2005, Der Spiegel issued a BND report over the same topic. The real scandal is that eyes were closed towards the actions of some circles, which have been brought into power in Pristina, stated Marty. 

Switzerland considers permission of stay for Azem Syla and Kadri Veseli (dailies) 

Based on the Swiss daily SonntagesZeitung, dailies report that two of Hashim Thaçi’s closest people, Azem Syla and Kadri Veseli, continue to posses the permanent permission of stay in Switzerland, even though they live in Kosovo since 1999. Swiss media reported that this permission allows them to travel anywhere in Europe without a visa. One of the leaders of the Federal Institution for Migration, Peter Hayez, told the Swiss daily that they have started to consider the validity of these permissions, since individuals with this permission should spend most of the time in Switzerland, while both of them spend more time in Kosovo, being also politically engaged there. 

Ahmet Shala a candidate for Governor (Zëri) 

Zëri reports that there are rumors that the outgoing Minister of Economy and Finance Ahmet Shala, will apply for the post of the Governor of Kosovo’s Central Bank. According to the close sources of the team engaged to nominate the new Governor of Kosovo, the name of Ahmet Shala is has started to be mentioned after the latter understood that he has minimal chances to have a ministerial position in the new Government. This daily reports that Shala often did not invite former Governor Hashim Rexhepi at the meetings with the International Monetary Fund, and adds that he also used to be Kosovo’s representative at the World Bank. 

Kosovo Press Headlines
Koha Ditore
Front page

· Re-elections with less citizens and same irregularities 

· Azem Syla and Kadri Veseli risk to loose their permit in Switzerland 

· Selling of PRK might avoid financial crisis

· Village Cahan in Has, that became well known by Marty’s report

Other headlines

· Minus of the week: Violence in Albania (2)

· Second minus: 101 years of prison for Albanians (2)

· Solana: Delay of Kosovo’s independence was a mistake (3)

· Ponos: Serbia has been ready for discussions long time ago (3)

· There is no doubling of the budget for health care (6)

· Jovanovic calls on Euro-liberals to find the truth about Marty’s report (5)

· Trade Union opposes annulling of the decision for increase of salaries (7)

· Palokaj: Dick Marty irresponsible, tries to write KLA’s history (8)

· Le Monde: The other face of Kosovo (11)

Zëri

Front page

· The voting cycle concludes

· Together in Strasbourg, against Marty

· Ahmet Shala, candidate for Governor

Other headlines

· Solana: I did not want for Serbia to be bombed (2)

· The issue of the licence plates should be resolved (2)

· SLA requests the truth about Marty (3)

· Feith: Thaçi should leave out people under investigation (4)

· Switzerland considers permit of stay for Veseli and Syla (4)

· Xhavit Haliti requests European response (5)

· Serbia ready for discussions (8)

· BDI expects unity regarding Marty’s report (8)

· This is why EULEX searched in Gjilan (16)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· Democracy in Action: PDK 30.85%, LDK 26.37%, VV 13.30%, AAK 10.51%, AKR 8.2%

· EU more determinant toward Kosovo

Other headlines

· Dick Marty’s report to be discussed tomorrow (2)

· Dioguardi: Marty’s accusations, part of an orchestrated campaign (2)

· Solana: We were wrong to delay Kosovo’s independence (3)

· Feith: Thaçi agrees on a government with clean hands (3)

· Le Monde: The unknown side of Xhavit Haliti (3)

· State aims to gather 260 million this year (7)
Express
Front page

· Elections are finished

· Feith’s criteria
Other headlines

· Skelzen Maliqi: Albanian Counter Strike (2)

· Kosovo in opposition (3)

· Prepared for Strasbourg (4)

· Dialogue with Kosovo Serbs (5)
· Small irregularities (5)
· Independence was late (6)

· With conditions (8)

· ICO deals with salaries (13)

Bota Sot
Front page

· PDK wins convincingly in Mirovica in re-voting as well
· KSF to step armed in the north 

· In coalition only with Mr. Behgjet Pacolli as President

Other headlines

· Solana: Too bad we delayed independence of Kosovo (3)

· PDK wins in Mitrovica as well(6)

· Feith requests from Thaçi to leave the people under investigation outside the government  (6)

InfoPress 
Front page

· EULEX political agenda
· The approval of report is damaging 
· January salaries ready with the raise
Other headlines 
· PDK convincingly the first, also in Mitrovica (3)

· Talks, then dialogue (4)

· Delay of independence of Kosovo, wrong  (5)

· Dick Marty’s report challenges the image of the Council of Europe (8)

· Mustafa tells why EULEX investigated (12)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· PDK, near 50 percent
· Solana: We were mistaken that we delayed independence of Kosovo
Other headlines 
· Kosovo today (3)
· Citizens reconfirm: PDK first (4)
· Talks, then the dialogue (4)

· Delay of independence of Kosovo, wrong  (5)

· 6 kilograms of narcotics, confiscated (8)
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