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· Ethnic division, only illusion (Dailies)

· Supporter of the Serb radicals (Koha Ditore)

· UNMIK reports to the UNSC on 31 March (Express)

· Ministers of Foreign Affairs and of Defence to be appointed soon (Koha) 

· Constitution with ICO (Express)

· Macedonia withdraw the recognition of Kosovo (Zëri)

· Skopje accuses Kosovo party, Pristina doesn’t accept conditions (Zëri)

· Jeremic: We will ask for new negotiations on Kosovo (Zëri)

· “Vetëvendosja” asks not to implement Ahtisaari package and to declare KPC Kosovo Army (Dailies) 

· Military cooperation in a very low level (Express)

Kosovo Media Highlights
Ethnic division, only illusion (Dailies)

Proposal of Serbia for the ethnic division of Kosovo are not influential and does create illusion amongst the Serbs, papers quoted senior Kosovo government officials as saying, after Serbia proposed for ethnical division of Kosovo. 

“This is an unacceptable proposal and Kosovo institutions will not deal with it. We have to focus on strengthening of the Kosovo institutions in order to move towards Euro-Atlantic structures, said Advisor and the spokesperson of the President of Kosovo Xhavit Beqiri. 

Kosovo Analyst Ramush Tahiri said for Koha Ditore that the proposal was sent by Serbs to UNMIK and they are late with this proposal because UNMIK is ending its mandate, after the declaration of Independence of Kosovo, UNMIK is not longer the address where these proposals should be submitted, but the Government of Kosovo.      

Supporter of the Serb radicals (Koha Ditore)

Minus of the week in Koha Ditore, this week writes about the UNMIK regional Administrator in Mitrovica, Gerard Gallucci, saying that UN number one person for the northern part of Mitrovica appeared to be more then a middleman between this organization [UN] and Serb extremists. He surprised everyone when he opposed his superior, another American, Larry Rossin, who is UNMIK number two, by accusing him for the action that aiming to bring back the UN power that was brought down by Serb radicals.   

Express writs that besides the tensions in the northern part of Mitrovica, UNMIK administrator Joachim Rücker and UNMIK regional administrator for Mitrovica, Gerard Gallucci, will not stop their vacations until the end of this week. 

UNMIK reports to the UNSC on 31 March (Express)

On the 31 March UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon will submit to the UNSC the regular report of UNMIK, that discusses the most important developments in Kosovo over the last three months. This is planned according to the UNSC agenda and it was also confirmed by the UNMIK spokesman Alexander Ivanko.  

Ministers of Foreign Affairs and of Defence to be appointed soon (Koha) 

Thaçi’s cabinet is expected soon to get two new ministries – Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Defence. Newspaper sources within the government said that there are two ideas going on in the Prime Ministers cabinet, the first one is if the two appointees will be nominated immediately as ministers and establish their ministries, or should wait until June this year, when the Constitution of the Republic of Kosovo will enter into force.. 

“We think that we will very soon have the two names for these ministers, and the decision will be made soon whether they will be appointed as ministers and establish their ministries”, the paper quoted a senior government official who wanted to remain anonymous. 

Constitution with ICO (Express)

Draft Constitution of Kosovo is undergoing the final procedures. According to Deputy Prime Minister of Kosovo Hajredin Kuçi, after the approval of the Constitution Commission, the draft will be submitted to the International Civilian representative for certification. The constitution could be approved at the beginning of April, and it will enter into force after the transition, the paper reads.    
Macedonia withdraw the recognition of Kosovo (Zëri)

The idea of Budapest which appeared to be the right one was that the recognition of Kosovo’s independence as a group by the Kosovo neighbours will softens Serbia’s reactions towards these countries. But Macedonia gave up. 

According to the paper, Macedonia gave up to recognize independence of Kosovo probably due to the motive which has to do with the establishment of the joint border commission between Kosovo and Macedonia regarding to border demarcation. 

Western diplomatic sources say that the way Belgrade reacted towards these recognitions amongst which Croatia caused most of reactions, and in this case it would have been much easy if Macedonia would be part of this group, but however they withdraw this time and they have to set time themselves, when will they recognize the independence of Kosovo.   

Skopje accuses Kosovo, Pristina doesn’t accept conditions (Zëri)

According to the Macedonia Government spokesperson Ivica Boscevski, Skopje was ready to begin with the work of the Kosovo-Macedonian commission for setting the border line, but Kosovo didn’t respond to the request. 

This seems to be the motive that influenced Macedonia not to recognize Kosovo’s independence. On the other hand, Kosovo deputy Prime Minsiter Hajredin Kuçi says that Pristina will complete their duties, but it will not accept to be conditioned, BDI and BDSH accuse Menduh Thaçi from PDSH for all the problems regarding Kosovo, the article says.   

Jeremic: We will ask for new negotiations for Kosovo (Zëri)

The paper cite Belgrade newspaper “Glas” quoting Serbia’s Foreign Minister Vuk Jeremic who said in an interview that the efforts for the creation of the state of Kosovo is a strategic mistake and we will do anything to bring back that “ghin into the bottle” and to make Pristina and Belgrade sit again at a roundtable for negotiations, the article reads. 

“Vetëvendosja” asks not to implement Ahtisaari package and to declare KPC Kosovo Army (Dailies) 

Main recommendations of “Vetëvenosja” for the Kosovo institution have to do with the withdrawal of the commitment for the implementation of the Ahtisaari plan and transformation of the KPC as army. Another request is that UNMIK and the EU mission should leave Kosovo, or they could only remain as advisory and monitoring bodies, but without executive powers. They also asked that diplomatic office representatives of the countries that didn’t recognize Kosovo, their army and police, shall leave Kosovo, dailies report. 

Military cooperation in a very low level (Express)

Serbia’s Minister of defence Dragan Sutanovac said that Military cooperation of Serbia with the countries that have recognized independence of Kosovo has dropped in a very low level, but according to him the cooperation should however exist. He also said that the cooperation could be broken within a day, but it is important for Serbia to have strategic military cooperation, the paper writes. 

Belgrade Media Highlights

· Nine years since the bombing of FR Yugoslavia (RTS)

· Kostunica: Goal of bombing creation of first NATO state (RTS/Tanjug) 

· Sejdiu thanks NATO (RTS/Beta) 
· High ranking Democrat: Borders change (B92/Tanjug)
Nine years since the bombing of FR Yugoslavia (RTS)

On Monday, 24 March, nine years will have passed since the beginning of air strikes on FR Yugoslavia, conducted by the armies of 19 NATO member-states. The bombing lasted 11 weeks, killing between 1,200 and 2,500 people and destroying infrastructure, facilities, schools, hospitals, media houses, cultural monuments, etc. The NATO aggression ensued after unsuccessful talks on a solution to the crisis in Kosovo in Rambouillet and Paris, in February and March 1999 respectively. The damage has been estimated at some 100 billion dollars. The bombing ended on June 10, with the adoption of UNSCR 1244. The day before, the Yugoslav Army and NATO signed the Military-Technical Agreement in Kumanovo, which specified the withdrawal of Army forces from Kosovo and the entry of international military troops. NATO mounted attacks on FR Yugoslavia from ships in the Adriatic, from four air bases in Italy and strategic bombers taking off from West European bases and the US also took part in some operations. This was the largest-scale NATO operation and most soldiers came from Germany, France, Italy and the US. 37,200 soldiers from 36 countries came to Kosovo, 30,000 from NATO member-states and meanwhile their number has been reduced to 16,000. According to the UNHCR, some 230,000 Serbs and Roma have left Kosovo since the arrival of international forces and some 800,000 Albanians have returned.

Kostunica: Goal of bombing creation of first NATO state (RTS/Tanjug) 

Serbian Prime Minister Vojislav Kostunica has stated that the goal of the bombing of the former FR Yugoslavia nine years ago was the creation of the first NATO state in the world. “Now it is more than clear that the cruel destruction of Serbia in the NATO bombing had only one real goal, and this is to turn the province of Kosovo into a first NATO state in the world,” reads the statement of the Serbian Prime Minister to Tanjug on the occasion of the anniversary of the NATO bombardment of FR Yugoslavia. “The illegal construction of the enormous American military Bondsteel base and Anex 11 of Ahtisaari’s plan that establishes that NATO is the final body of authority in Kosovo, reveal the real goal of why was Serbia insanely destroyed and why was a NATO state illegally proclaimed on 17 February,” stated the Prime Minister. “Just as any power that arrived in the Balkans, this one will also pass,” said Kostunica, and added that a large number of states and the largest part of humanity had not recognized the first NATO state, but recognizes Serbia in its real and internationally recognized borders.

Sejdiu thanks NATO (RTS/Beta) 

Kosovo President Fatmir Sejdiu has expressed gratitude to NATO on the occasion of the ninth anniversary of the bombing of FR Yugoslavia, Beta reports. Sejdiu said that

the ninth anniversary of the NATO bombardment of Serb military and police targets was marked in an independent and internationally recognized Kosovo.


High ranking Democrat: Borders change (B92/Tanjug)
"The process of integration itself is important, the process of our internal reforms, to adjust our laws and standards to the European, to become a legally arranged state, with stable institutions, credible in an economic and political sense," the president of the Democratic Party (DS) political council told Politika newspaper.

The high ranking official from President Boris Tadić's party added that "only in this way we can and should join the EU", and advised against "putting our own conditions" to the EU countries about the recognition of Kosovo's unilateral declaration of independence. 

"If we make a condition to the EU countries that they must renounce their recognition of Kosovo's independence, then we are depriving ourselves in the long-term not only of a European perspective, but also of reforms, development and modernization," Mićunović was quoted. 

Adding that there is "still potential to negotiate and reformulate the status either of a part or the whole of Kosovo", Mićunović said that "the EU association process does not last a day, rather the whole next decade will be needed to become a member". 

"Why would we stop the process of integrations now. The question of Kosovo's recognition [by Belgrade] should be left aside, since no one is asking us to do that and perhaps won't ask us in ten more years. Why must we swear about how we will react and what will happen in ten years," he wondered. 

Mićunović then went on to tell the daily that "borders change, while life cannot be replaced by another". 

"We must think in a process manner and imagine what will be in 15, 20 years, where we will be then. Are we really that dramatically linked with the only possible destiny, however unjust it may be," the veteran politician said. 

"Who's to say that in 20 years Europe will have borders like this, or that it will have borders at all. I can believe that due to the globalization, borders will not have the meaning they had in the 19th and 20th century," Mićunović.
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