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Main Stories                                  24 June
__________________________________________________
· Bulgaria arrests former Kosovo Prime Minister Agim Çeku (dailies)

· Sejdiu meets counterparts from Albania, Montenegro and Macedonia (dailies)

· Sejdiu calls for PDK and AAK to come to an understanding (dailies)

· Kosovo Police, EULEX encourage return of suspended Serb policemen (Zëri)

· Pajaziti assures Assembly that police theft case will be solved (dailies)

· Rehn: Kosovo to be offered EU perspective (dailies)

· EULEX complains regarding Serb barricades in the north, requests political solution (Koha Ditore)

· UNMIK to negotiate between Mitrovica Municipality and Serbs (Koha Ditore)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Bulgaria arrests former Kosovo Prime Minister Agim Çeku (dailies)
Dailies report that former Kosovo Prime Minister Agim Çeku was arrested last night by Bulgarian authorities at a border-crossing point between Bulgaria and Macedonia, based on an arrest warrant issued by Serbia in 2002. Çeku was arrested while he was travelling to the Bulgarian capital following an invitation to an official meeting with Bulgaria’s Deputy Foreign Minister. 
Dailies report that this is not the first time that Çeku has been arrested, recalling his arrest in Slovenia in 2003, in Hungary in 2004 and this year in Columbia. Kosovo authorities have on several occasions called on Interpol to annul Serbia’s arrest warrant for Kosovo Albanians, but this has yet to happen. 
Sejdiu to meet counterparts from Albania, Montenegro and Macedonia (dailies)

Dailies report that Kosovo President Fatmir Sejdiu travelled on Tuesday for an official visit to the Republic of Albania. He was invited by Albanian President Bamir Topi for a joint meeting with Montenegro’s President Filip Vujanovic and Macedonia’s President Georgi Ivanov. 
Topi’s initiative is to bring together his counterparts in the city of Vlora to discuss bilateral relations, regional cooperation and the perspective of development as part of the common Euro-Atlantic vision of Western Balkans countries. 
Koha Ditore notes that the meeting is taking place after Vujanovic and Ivanov had ignored Sejdiu by failing to invite him to a meetings of presidents of the region. 
President Sejdiu told reporters at Pristina Airport, “It is a good opportunity, even though these are informal meetings, to exchange our opinions, to stimulate cooperation and to contribute so that our countries can become important partners for inter-state cooperation, and at the same time move together toward our common ambition – Euro-Atlantic integrations.”
Zëri reports that the leaders of the region will discuss the creation of a mini-Schengen for the Balkans. “It is very important to engage in an initiative that I had launched during a meeting with President Topi, for the liberalization of borders, in the sense of lifting excessive formalities,” President Sejdiu said.
Sejdiu calls for PDK and AAK to come to an understanding (dailies)

Dailies report that President Sejdiu has called for an understanding between the Thaçi-led Democratic Party of Kosovo (PDK) and the Haradinaj-led Alliance for the Future of Kosovo (AAK), which recently launched a campaign of accusations against one another. 
“I would like to send a general appeal to all actors of the political landscape in Kosovo, to the political parties and to other entities, to make a joint contribution to what we call general understanding, to create an appropriate climate for political cooperation,” Sejdiu was quoted as saying.
Kosovo Police, EULEX encourage return of suspended Serb policemen (Zëri)
Zëri reports that Kosovo Police and EULEX are jointly encouraging all Serb officers of the Kosovo Police who are currently suspended to return to work. “It is in the interest of all people living in Kosovo to have a multiethnic police service, which works for all communities by providing public safety, by fighting organized crime and other illegal activities all over Kosovo. In order to achieve this common goal, all suspended Serb police officers should return to work,” said a communique issued by Kosovo Police.
Pajaziti assures Assembly that police theft case will be solved (dailies)

Interior Minister Zenun Pajaziti took questions from members of the Kosovo Assembly yesterday after he was called to appear because of the theft at the Police evidence room. Pajaziti guaranteed the case would be solved and actors brought to justice. “I assure you there will be results in this direction,” he said without revealing details of the case because, as he said, it is part of the investigation process. 

Zëri writes that the session did not meet expectations and in certain moments even missed the subject of the debate. Lajm says the session brought nothing new and stressed that some of the members of the Assembly called for the dismissal of Police Chief Sheremet Ahmeti. 

President of the Assembly, Jakup Krasniqi, said he agreed with heads of parliamentary groups to conclude the debate and said the Government should take into account what was said in the session.

Rehn: Kosovo to be offered EU perspective (dailies)

EU Commissioner for Enlargement Olli Rehn is quoted in the papers as saying that Brussels could offer Kosovo an EU perspective as part of its offer for the Western Balkans. He said the plan for Kosovo would be published in autumn during the Swedish presidency of the EU and that the paper will also contain suggestions for visa liberalization for the citizens of Kosovo.

EULEX complains regarding Serb barricades in the north, requests political solution (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports EULEX officials once again appealed for a political solution to the issue in the north. This mission reacted regarding the impediment of the free movement of EULEX customs officers, roadblocks and the establishment of civilian check points.  

According to a press release issued by EULEX, the presence of European customs officers at the two border crossings was achieved based on agreement by Pristina and Belgrade, and it serves the interest of all citizens. “EULEX strongly condemns recent developments in the northern part of Kosovo, where demonstrators impeded EULEX customs officers to commence their duties by setting barricades in the streets well as the so-called civilian check points in the roads that lead to Gates 1 and 31,” says the press release.

UNMIK to negotiate between Mitrovica Municipality and Serbs (Koha Ditore)

Based on reliable sources, Koha Ditore reports that tension between Serbs and Albanians in the Kroi i Vitakut neighborhood, due to the rebuilding of the houses and the road, forced UNMIK office in Mitrovica to organize a meeting between the officials of Mitrovica Municipality south, police in the north, senior EULEX officials and KFOR. Sources of this newspaper said that the decision reached at this meeting obliges Mitrovica Municipality officials to inform UNMIK before the start of any works in the north. 

“An agreement was reached for Mitrovica Municipality to convey information to UNMIK administration regarding the significant projects in the north, before the start of implementation of projects,” said this source. Mitrovica Municipality Mayor Bajram Rexhepi said that this used to be a practice in the past and that it is not an issue of a classical agreement, reports this daily.
Kosovo Press Headlines
Koha Ditore

Front page

· Topi brings together Sejdiu, Vujanovic and Ivanov

· Bulgaria arrests Agim Çeku

· UNMIK to negotiate between Mitrovica MA and Serbs

· Theft of crime evidence – a  challenge to the state of law

· EULEX complains about Serb barricades in the north

· Matoshi: The independent judiciary

· Former police officers: Thaçi and Kllokoqi, members of Sekiraqa gang

· Diaspora asks for better conditions for investments

· Consortium of 4 companies advises Government on KEK

· Obama extends Bush’s “black list”

Other headlines

· For a positive image of the Western Balkans (2)

· KFOR removes gravel from Kroi i Vitakut (3)

· Thaçi pledges to improve life of Serb citizens (5)

Zëri

Front page

· MPs call for dismissal of Police Director Sheremet Ahmeti

· Leaders of the region discuss mini-Shengen of the Balkans

· EULEX condemns blockades by Serb residents in Mitrovica north

· Rehn: Plan for Kosovo’s European perspective in September

· Opposition and Government clash over 266-million investments 

Other headlines

· Appeal to parties to contribute to political climate in the country (3)

· Mas: Kosovo’s independence has not violated international law (4)

· Ivanovic: Serbs are splitting over issue of Kosovo (4)

· Police, EULEX encourage return of suspended Serb policemen (4)
Kosova Sot

Front page

· Draft law for Government stopped, breaches Constitution

· Legislators: We want Ahmeti’s “head”

· Sejdiu in Vlora today to meet neighbouring leaders 

Other headlines

· EULEX complains over Serb blockade (2)

· CEC begins drafting voters’ lists (2)

· Akio Tanaka, first Japanese Ambassador to Kosovo (3)

· USAID pledges € 250,000 for communities (3)

· Germany supports Kosovo at the ICJ (4)

· Seasonal employment heading toward failure (7)

· The accused Arben Berisha: I admit to action but not to guilt (8)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· Let’s save him! [Agim Çeku]

· Rehn: European plan for Kosovo to be presented in autumn

· Sejdiu appeals with PDK and AAK to set aside differences

Other headlines

· Obama extends “black list” for the Balkans (2)

· Serb rebellion in the north condemned (2)

· Mas: Declaration of Kosovo’s independence not breach of international law (2)

· Jeremic: No exceptions for violation of borders (2)

· Ivanovic: Serbian Government to have clear stance on problems in Kosovo (2)

· Meeting for deepening cooperation in the region (3)

· Police and EULEX encourage Serb police to return to work (3)

· Bërdyna: We will take Peja away from AAK (4)

· Thaçi: I am proud for improving lives of Serb citizens (5)

· Pajaziti promises results, Ahmeti’s dismissal demanded (6)

Express
Front page

· Serious allegations against Destan Thaçi

· LDK’s candidates 

Other headlines

· Mufail Liman: End of KLA? (3)

· Japanese ambassador presents credentials with President Sejdiu (4)

· No for Mitrovica (5)

· Appeal to PDK and AAK (5)

· International law not breached (6)

· Summit of relaxation (6)

· EU perspective for Kosovo to be clarified in autumn (6)

· Sheremet Ahmeti’s dismissal demanded (7)

Lajm
Front page

· KFOR removes gravel put on the road 

· There is no decision on “Gjilani group”

· Nothing new at the Assembly

· Political leaders criticized

· In war for primate

Other headlines

· Maas: Independent Kosovo is a real fact (2)

· Japanese support continues (2)

· Nevertheless, there is no danger (3)

· Sejdiu meets Ivanov in Vlora (3)

· 250,000 euros for Serb community (4)

· Thaçi impressed with achievements in Gjilan (4)

· Diaspora feels neglected (6)

· KPA is also failing (7)

Bota Sot
Front page

· Let us return with Rugova

· Every third Kosovo citizen lives abroad
· Murder file of Bota Sot journalist Bekim Kastrati, stolen

· Dervishi: Crime under protection of humanitarian organizations 

Other headlines

· Meeting of Western Balkans Presidents taking place in Vlora (2)

· USAID helps minority community with 250,000 euros 

· Grateful eternally (4)

· USAID supports private section (4)

· The promised municipality (7)

· Remove barricades and civilian check-points (7)

Infopress
Front page

· Memorandum for Serbs’ better life  

· Media Council violates voting procedures 

· EULEX strongly condemns recent developments in the north

· Minister Pajaziti said that new details would harm investigation procedure 

Other headlines

· Eight candidates competing (2)

· Rehn: Plan to approach Kosovo, in autumn (2)

· Sheremet Ahmeti’s resignation requested again (4)

· Sejdiu meets his counterpart in Vlora (4)

· Impressed with achievements in Gjilan (5)

· Some draft laws discussed (5)

· Diaspora interested to invest in Kosovo (6)

· Anti-corruption efforts (6)

· Without any results (7)

· Another appeal (7)

Belgrade Media Highlights - 23 June

· CESID: Prime Minister has Support of One Percent of Population

· German Ambassador: Kosovo’s Independence was not illegal

· Tadic Visited Banja Luka


· Israel Has Not Changed its Position on Kosovo

· Serbs in Northern Kosovo Block Roads for EULEX Vehicles

Serbs in Northern Kosovo Block Roads for EULEX Vehicles

Residents of Zubin Potok and Leposavic in northern Kosovo yesterday started “selective blockades” of the roads Zubin Potok – Novi Pazar and Kosovska Mitrovica - Raska, not allowing the EULEX vehicles to drive through to the crossings Brnjak and Jarinje, Danas reported. Milan Ivanovic, president of the Serb National Council of northern Kosovo said that these were “joint protests by the entire Serb population of northern Kosovo with an aim to prevent the setting up of the customs at the crossing as that is a feature of an independent state”. Ivanovic said that this protest was “the start of selective blockades” of the roads and that “the protest will go on until EULEX gives up establishing the customs”. Ivanovic also said that the local Serbs from northern Kosovo had had no contact with EULEX and that no agreement had been reached last Friday in meetings with the Serbian Ministries for Kosovo and Finance and customs authorities, Danas reported. “It is our firm position that there cannot be any elements of customs at the crossings between Kosovo and central Serbia, including registering the goods, as that is the first step in establishing customs check points. It is not true that with this we are protecting the smuggling – nobody is against our state levying taxes and other duties and the VAT has always been levied by the Government of Hashim Thaci anyway. What is unacceptable for us is that EULEX should be implementing the decisions of the state of Kosovo and introducing on the territory of Serbia elements of statehood, which is what customs is about”, said Milan Ivanovic. 

Karin Limdal, an EULEX spokesperson, told Danas that everyone had the right to make their voice heard in a peaceful way but that this would not stop EULEX from doing the technical part of their job, which is to make a photocopy of the drivers’ ID cards and of the shipment documents. Limdal said that this was not the first step in establishing customs check points but “a normal procedure to fight smuggling”.
Also yesterday, tensions were reported between the local Serbs and Albanians in Brdjani on the outskirts of Kosovska Mitrovica over construction works, Borba wrote. The police was reportedly quick to intervene and a clash between the two communities was averted.
Israel Has Not Changed its Position on Kosovo

A spokesperson in the Israeli Government, Yigal Palmer yesterday denied media reports that the Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu had said that the Israeli Government might recognize Kosovo’s independence in August, the agency Tanjug reported as carried by the daily Borba. Palmer reportedly said that Israel had not changed its stand on Kosovo’s independence and that it would not recognize Kosovo, Borba wrote.
Tadic Visited Banja Luka

Serbian President Boris Tadic paid “a surprise visit” to Banja Luka yesterday evening and met with the Prime Minister of Republika Srpska (RS) Milorad Dodik, Speaker of the RS Assembly Igor Radojicic and President of the Presidency of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Nebojsa Radmanovic, the daily Press reported. According to Press, the purpose of Tadic’s visit was to “calm the situation down” after the decision of the High Representative in B&H Valentin Inzko to annul the decision of the RS Assembly on effects of the transfer of its competencies to the institutions of B&H. Following the meeting with Republika Srpska’s leadership, President Tadic said that he did not support any imposed solutions in B&H and that there should be a consensus of all three B&H peoples about any decisions that are taken. Milorad Dodik said that “the Bonn powers of the High Representative must become a thing of the past” and that this was “hopefully the last time they were used”, Vecernje Novosti reported.
German Ambassador: Kosovo’s Independence was not illegal
Wolfram Maas, German Ambassador to Serbia gave an interview to Vecernje Novosti in which he said that Germany’s position was that Kosovo’s declaration of independence had not been a violation of international law and that “the existence of an independent Kosovo is a real fact”. Asked about the demands by the Kosovo Albanians that UNMIK should close, Maas said: “The issue of closing the UNMIK has not been put on the agenda of any of the UN’s bodies, and this is something that is decided by the UN”.
CESID: Prime Minister has Support of One Percent of Population

In a front-page editorial entitled “Without a Weak Cvetkovic there is no Strong Tadic” the daily Danas reported about the latest opinion poll on who are the most trusted Serb politicians, conducted by CESID, an NGO dealing with elections. According to CESID’s poll, Boris Tadic, Serbian President is the most trusted Serbian politician with 21.3% of the votes. Rasim Ljajic, Minister of Labour and Social Policy comes second with 7.1%, followed by Dragan Markovic Palma, leader of United Serbia (JS) with 6.1%, Vuk Draskovic, leader of Serbian Renewal Movement (SPO) with 1.5% and finally by Mirko Cvetkovic, Serbian Prime Minster, with 1% of the votes in this survey. Danas quotes opinions by different analysts who agree that the reason for the Prime Minister’s low rating in the poll is the fact that Cvetkovic lacks personal political ambitions and that prior to taking office he had no political background. At the same time, “this position of the Prime Minister suits Boris Tadic and his undisputed leadership role in the Serbian politics”, Danas wrote.
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