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· Jahjaga meets Obama (dailies) 

· Government expects the guidelines for visas in October (Koha Ditore) 

· A politician with impact sought to lead the political dialogue (Koha Ditore) 

· Krasniqi: Politics interfered on justice system (Koha Ditore) 

· The U.S. supports the actions in the north (Koha Ditore) 

· EULEX: Kosovo is a unique customs zone since 2000 (Koha Ditore) 

· Serbs open a new way, KFOR fails to remove barricade in Jarinje (Koha) 

Kosovo Media Highlights

Jahjaga meets Obama (dailies) 

Dailies report that Kosovo President Atifete Jahjaga, participated at the yearly reception for the World leaders, organized in New York, by the U.S. President Barack Obama. According to the announcement of Kosovo Presidency, Jahjaga also met with the U.S. First Lady, Michelle Obama. Zëri reports that Kosovo President has used  the margins of the UN General Assembly, to meat many other state leaders, from different parts of the world. 

Government expects the guidelines for visas in October (Koha Ditore) 

Based on its sources, Koha Ditore reports that Kosovo authorities are expecting to receive the guidelines for liberalization of visas within a month, and to gain this right within a year. Sources from the Government told this daily on Friday that the European Union would remove the visas for Kosovo citizens before the summer holidays of the next year. “The European Commission delegation that visited Kosovo to see the process of repatriation, has drafted a positive report. This is a major achievement that opened way to the process of visa liberalization,” said this source.

A politician with impact sought to lead the political dialogue (Koha Ditore) 

Koha Ditore reports that according to diplomatic sources, there are minor chances for Deputy Prime Minister Edita Tahiri, currently leading Kosovo delegation on technical discussions with Serbia, to lead the political dialogue. These sources told Koha that there is a positive assessment of Tahiri’s performance in the technical dialogue, however, “the leader of the team for political dialogue is preferred to be a politician with electoral basis.” The same sources stressed that it will be requested from Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi, to nominate someone that is considered his right hand, to lead this delegation.  
Krasniqi: Politics interfered on justice system (Koha Ditore) 

Koha Ditore reports that the house arrest of MP Fatmir Limaj, brought reactions of many MP’s and Kosovo Assembly Speaker Jakup Krasniqi. “Now we have a decision of the Court, and as institutions and people who wish well to this country, we want Kosovo courts to be independent, undertake rightful actions, based on evidence and facts, and not on political bases. When politics interferes in the justice system, and unfortunately it always has, normal functioning of the justice system, is endangered,” said Krasniqi. 

The U.S. supports the actions in the north (Koha Ditore) 

Koha Ditore reports that the U.S. State Department has published on Thursday evening the position of the American Government, presented at the OSCE Permanent Council in Vienna, where it hails deployment of Kosovo customs officers at the border points in the north. “Kosovo is a sovereign state. Presence of Kosovo customs officers is in full accordance with the international law. Presence of the employees of Kosovo customs together with those of EULEX at the border crossings in the north, is a reflection of normal procedures of the customs at international border crossings,” says the position of the U.S. Government. 

Serbs open a new way, KFOR fails to remove barricade in Jarinje (Koha) 

Koha Ditore reports that Serbs in the north, have opened on Friday another road that connects Kosovo with Serbia, while KFOR has failed during the day to remove the barricade close to the border crossing in Jarinje. KFOR soldiers,  using excavators, tried to remove the barricade set by Serbs to the entrance of KFOR basis, close to the border point in Jarinje. However, a group of Serbs got on top of the barricade, making the work of the excavator impossible. According to the sources of this daily, KFOR and Serb representatives are discussing the insistence of Serbs to control the alternative road, opened by Serbs during the night. 

EULEX: Kosovo is a unique customs zone since 2000 (Koha Ditore) 

Koha Ditore reports that EULEX Spokesperson Irina Gudulevic, said on Friday in an interview for KiM Radio, that the border crossings in Jarinje and Bërnjak are technically ready to become operational, however their opening is impossible due to the barricades in the streets.  She said that the agreement on stamps was the last step to establish the respective customs system. “Kosovo has become a unique customs zone since 2000, during the time of UNMIK, and the EU treats it as such since then. The agreement which has nothing to do with Kosovo status, represents a major step forward as far as the rule of law in Kosovo is concerned, which is in interest of all communities and people that live in the entire territory of Kosovo,” said Gudulevic. 
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