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· Kurti: Government in panic (Koha Ditore)

· Seek coordinator (Express)
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· Krasniqi: No territorial exchange (dailies)

· Kosovo with reciprocity on Serbia’s insurance policy (Koha Ditore)

· Petrovic: Situation in the north will normalize in 2012 (Kosova Sot)

Kosovo Media Highlights
Kurti: Government in panic (Koha Ditore)
In an interview for Koha Ditore, Vetëvendosje leader, Albin Kurti stated that starting from 14 January, activists of this movement will stay day and night at the border crossings with Serbia in Merdare and Dheu i Bardhë, to block all the trucks that enter from Serbia, in defense of the decision made at the Kosovo Assembly for complete measures of reciprocity towards this country. Asked if the activists would be able to resist state mechanisms that the Prime Minister Thaçi could activate, Kurti said that they do not count on Prime Minister’s mercy, adding that his mercy is reserved only for Serbia’s parallel structures in the north of Kosovo. Kurti said that Vetëvendosje is not interested to block roads, but to block Serbia’s presence in Kosovo. On Koha Ditore’s question regarding Kosovo’s obligations towards CEFTA agreement, Kurti stated “Kosovo also has its laws, its Assembly, its population, its history, its interest, and a CEFTA agreement that Serbia violates whenever it wants.”

Referring to Kosovo’s technical dialogue with Serbia, Vetëvendosje leader said that the agreements reached so far, are harmful for Kosovo. He promised that if he would govern with Kosovo, those agreements would not be implemented.  Furthermore, he stated that with him on the government, the border with Serbia would close completely. 

Seek coordinator (Express)
Express reports that after some announcements for Ylber Hysa’s leaving the position of the coordinator for the north of Kosovo, Kosovo Government is planning to nominate a new coordinator, who according to Deputy Prime Minister Hajredin Kuçi, would be acceptable also for Serbs there. “We will find a name that is at the same time acceptable for Kosovo and for Serbs, this means for local Serbs, not for the others, but Serb citizens that live there,” said Kuçi. He has not denied the possibility that the replacement of Ylebr Hysa, who is expected to be nominated for an ambassador, to be from the minority community. “The Prime Minister is considering this, of course with local ad international partners, and we will find the right moment for adequate nomination,” said Kuçi. 

However, Serbia’s permanent secretary at the Ministry for Kosovo, Oliver Ivanovic, stated that Kosovo Government should accept the reality in the north, prior to undertaking further steps in the problematic part of Kosovo. “No coordinator of Kosovo Government has a priority, no matter nationality. He will not be able to penetrate or change the situation,” said Ivanovic. 

Catalogue of accusations (Express)

Express reports that the leader of the Democratic League of Kosovo, Isa Mustafa, accused Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi on the ceremony of this party’s jubilee. He stated that Democratic Party of Kosovo is responsible for bad governing, mentioning also abuse of votes. He stated that the country needs a Prime Minister and a governing cabinet that respects citizens. “This governing is characterized with lack of progress, massive unemployment, unsustainable economy, a Government that speaks about corruption but it feeds corruption instead of fighting it, a Government which controls media and impedes the freedom of speech. A Government that controls public enterprises and their property, a Government that mismanages public money,” said Mustafa. 

Krasniqi: No territorial exchange (dailies)

Dailies report that in an interview for Radio Kosova, Kosovo Assembly Speaker Jakup Krasniqi, stated that Kosovo will keep and respect its borders, excluding any possibility of unification with Albania or exchange of territories with Serbia. He also asked Kosovo citizens to be patient regarding the solution of the problem in the north, saying that the situation is changing in favor of Kosovo. “Being that Serbia is continuing with its annexing policies and attacks on Kosovo territories, people expressed their different opinions and as individuals they have the right, because we live in democracy. However, I consider that during these years in Kosovo, by building the state, by establishing institutions and by creating standards for minority communities, Kosovo has shown a will that has not been shown by any other country in the region, and this is being supported by the international community,” said Krasniqi. 

Kosovo with reciprocity on Serbia’s insurance policy (Koha Ditore)
Based on Serbian daily Blic, Koha Ditore reports that police officers at the border crossings between Serbia and Kosovo received a notification that starting from the next week, vehicle insurance of up to €100 has to be applied for entrance in Serbian territory. After this decision, Kosovo’s Central Bank has approved same tariffs according to the proposal of the Kosovo Insurance Bureau, that will be applied from 26 December. “Kosovo Government has agreed on application of reciprocity measures on border insurance policy,” said Rrahim Pacolli, head of Administrative Council of Kosovo Insurance Bureau. 
Petrovic: Situation in the north will normalize in 2012 (Kosova Sot)

Kosova Sot reports that Kosovo’s Minister of Local Government, Slobodan Petrovic stated on his end of the year press conference that 2012, will be the year of normalization of the situation in the north of Kosovo and removal of barricades. He stated that the Ministry’s priorities for the next year are normalization of the situation in northern municipalities of the country, organizing of free elections and functionalizing of these municipalities. 
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