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· Albanians and Turks with amendments against Marty (Koha Ditore)

· MacShane: Marty’s report without facts and sensational (Koha Ditore)

· Baraybar: Marty changed the complete table (Koha Ditore)

· Thaçi indicates a broad-based and multiethnic government (dailies)

· Kuçi: Government in February (Express)

· KFOR to halve troops in Kosovo (Epoka e Re)

· Only BIRN and Vetëvendosje complained (Express)

· Bogdanovic: Pristina is delaying the dialogue (Express) 

· Biserko: Serbia cannot have both Kosovo and the EU (dailies)

· Feith calls on Thaçi to leave outside government people under investigation

· IMF warns it will not grant 200 millions assistance to Kosovo (Zëri)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Albanians and Turks with amendments against Marty (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that Marty’s report is expected to be supported on Tuesday from the Council of Europe with a resolution. The actual draft resolution is very negative for Kosovo. Albania and Turkey are trying to improve it while amending it. They are trying to take out from the resolution words “evidence” and “facts”, while exchanging them with ‘suspicion” and “rumors”. 
Taking into consideration the conducted investigation, no reference to suspicions as finalized acts, removal of conclusions which talk about the non-cooperation of Albanian and Kosovar authorities and the inclusion of call to EULEX to launch new investigations, are the changes that Albanian delegation in the Council of Europe is trying to include in the resolution which Parliamentary Assembly of Council of Europe is expected to approve on Tuesday after the review of the report of Swiss senator Dick Marty. 
One amendment which has the same aims has been presented from the Turkish delegation, while the representatives of both countries are trying to find as much support as they can from parliamentarians of different countries in order for changes to be achieved.

MacShane: Marty’s report without facts and sensational (Koha Ditore)

Former British Minister for Europe Dennis MacShane who during 2004-2010 represented UK in the Council of Europe said Dick Marty’s report is sensational and doesn’t contain a single truth. MacShane said Marty’s main goal was self-promotion and staining of independent Kosovo which he opposed. “There are 450 members in the Council of Europe and each and everyone can make such a report,” MacShane said.

Baraybar: Marty changed the complete table (Koha Ditore)

Former UNMIK forensic expert Jose Pablo Baraybar said Dick Marty’s report provides sufficient evidence for opening of criminal investigations. Baraybar told Belgrade’s Vecernje Novosti that the information in Marty’s report match some of his own he collected during work in Kosovo. “I am particularly glad for one reason which I consistently pointed out but no one listened to me – that there was a camp in Kukës of Albania,” said Baraybar.

Thaçi indicates a broad-based and multiethnic government (dailies)

All dailies carry a media statement issued by outgoing Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi saying that it is of utmost importance for Kosovo that a successful elections process was concluded in Mitrovica on Sunday. “Now it is our obligation to implement the elections outcome, as the winning party. I thank the citizens for their trust. In democracy, there are winners; there is the first party, the second party and others. Now it is my obligation as winner of elections to start forming the next government of the Republic of Kosovo. We are on a good path to create a broad-based and multiethnic government, that will continue our commitments for a European Kosovo, for a developed Kosovo and for growing social wellbeing,” Thaçi was quoted as saying. 

Kuçi: Government in February (Express)

Express reports that leaders of the Kosovo Democratic Party (PDK) claim they will build the coalition government in February. PDK deputy leader Hajredin Kuçi said the PDK does not need more than 14 days after the certification of election results to create the new government and to elect the President. 

“The PDK will do everything in its power; we are waiting for the official results, the certification of candidates and then we will proceed with the establishment of central institutions,” Kuçi was quoted as saying. 
KFOR to halve troops in Kosovo (Epoka e Re)

As of 1 March, KFOR will downsize its troops in Kosovo to 5,000 from currently 10,000 said on Monday NATO Secretary General Anders Fogh Rasmussen. “We will continue with a gradual process to cut down our military presence in Kosovo. This reduction phase will be completed by 1 March,” said Rasmussen. He revealed that France’s military presence will be reduced by the move but so will that of other countries that have troops deployed to Kosovo under KFOR.

Only BIRN and Vetëvendosje complained (Express)

Express reports that with regards to the voting in Mitrovica, Elections Complaint and Appeals Panel ECAP has received altogether 10 complaints. Six of these complaints have been submitted by BIRN which had monitors in the polling centers, while Vetëvendosje movement has initially deposited five complaints, but in the meantime it withdrew one. The head of ECAP Secretariat, Mujë Desku, stated for Express that this institution has to take decisions for these complaints within 72 hours. According to Desku, “the nature of the complaints is not serious and is not expected to be accompanied by rigorous measures.”
Bogdanovic: Pristina is delaying the dialogue (Express) 

Express reports that Serbia’s so-called Minister for Kosovo, Goran Bogdanovic, announced on Monday for Blic that it does not suit to Pristina to sit at the negotiating table with Serbia, right after Dick Marty’s report. “Belgrade is ready, and EU also claims to be ready, which means that Pristina is avoiding entering the process of dialogue,” said Bogdanovic. He did not want to speak about eventual representatives of Pristina or Belgrade in the dialogue, stressing that it is a legitimate right for each party to choose their representative. “Serbia is ready for dialogue with all legitimate representatives of Kosovo Albanians, except for the war criminals,” said Bogdanovic adding that this year will be decisive for the future status of Kosovo Serbs. 

Biserko: Serbia cannot have both Kosovo and the EU (dailies)

Head of the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Serbia Sonja Biserko said Kosovo issue is crucial for the whole region and for all the countries that aspire to join the EU. In an interview for Voice of America in Serbia, Biserko said one of the main criteria is regional cooperation. “Hence, this is a condition for all not just for Serbia and Kosovo,” she said. Biserko also noted that Serbia’s policy “both Kosovo and the European Union” is not possible. “Kosovo will be Kosovo but in the way which should show that Serbia recognizes new reality,” Biserko said.

Feith calls on Thaçi to leave outside government people under investigation

Several dailies report that in an interview for Alsat TV, ICO chief Pieter Feith has called on PDK leader Hashim Thaçi to leave outside the next government people that are under investigation. Feith said it would be very difficult for him to develop relations with people who are under investigations in case they are included in the new government.

“What would certainly be helpful in this case is for the government to consist of people with the highest levels of ethical and political leadership. In other words, what is required are clean people, who are not accused, not under investigation, people with abilities and technical competencies to handle issues that Kosovo is facing, people who enjoy the trust of Kosovo citizens and who have credibility outside Kosovo,” he added.

Feith also said he sees no reason for renewed elections as requested by certain political parties. “No, I don’t think this would be a solution, because the Constitution and the laws are very clear. They stipulate that the new government should implement the four-year mandate, unless if it loses the trust of the parliament.”
IMF warns it will not grant 200 millions assistance to Kosovo (Zëri)

Head of the International Monetary Fund in Kosovo Jose Sulemane is reported to have told the paper that if the Government of Kosovo does not stick to the previous agreement with IMF to increase salaries by a maximum of 7-8%, “the country risks losing financial aid from this institution.” The new assistance reaches the sum of 200 million Euros, specifies the paper. 

Kosovo Press Headlines
Koha Ditore
Front page

· Albanians and Turks, with amendments against Marty

· Biserko: Serbia cannot get both Kosovo and EU

· MacShane: Marty’s report without facts and sensationalist

· Thaçi indicates “broad-based government”

Other headlines

· Baraybar: Marty painted the whole picture (2)

· Britain wants all EU member states to recognize Kosovo (3)

· PDK winner at country level after revote in Mitrovica (4)

· Feith wants Thaçi to leave outside government people under investigation (4)

· Llapi Group in court today (6)

· Xhavit Haliti denies the Le Monde article (7)

· KFOR is investigating the source of a media article (7)

Zëri
Front page

· Front page

· The "battle" for Kosovo - without Kosovars

· MacShane: Serbia's path toward EU goes through Pristina

· New Government in mid February

· IMF warns it will not give €200 million

Other headlines

· HRW: EULEX to investigate Marty's allegations (2)

· Don't enter talks (2)

· A crucial year for Serbs (2)

· The election marathon is over (8)

Kosova Sot
Front page

· No comprehensive government

· PDK 32.4%, LDK 24.67%, Vetëvendosje 12.55%

· CoE, Marty’s report to be reviewed today

· Editorial: Hopes for new elections this year die down    

Other headlines

· Assembly waits for new MPs with training (2)

· Another writing about Thaçi in The Guardian (2)

· Peacekeepers in Kosovo to be halved in two months (4)

· KFOR investigates article on Haliti (4)

· Constitution to be freed from internationals (5)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· End of elections: PDK 8% ahead of LDK

· Dick Marty in favour of killings of Albanians in 1999

· Thaçi for a broad-based government    

Other headlines

· NATO to halve troops in Kosovo (2)

· Serbia cannot do with Kosovo and the EU (2)

· Thaçi: We are engaged for a comprehensive and multiethnic government (3)

· Gashi and Haliti lobby in Strasbourg against Marty’s report (6)

· Calm in Mitrovica (11)

Express

Front page

· This will the percentage at the Parliament 

· Dick’s day

· Sekiraqa, soon in Kosovo

Other headlines

· Mustafa: The strong Kosovar man (2)

· Petrit Selimi: 2000 (3)

· Bogdanovic: Pristina is delaying the dialogue (4)

· Only BIRN and Vetëvendosje complain (5)

· Thaçi: Government in February (5)

· HRW: Marty’s accusations should be investigated (7)

· ICO does not interfere (10)

Bota Sot
Front page

· 12 years of hostage of the Albanian tradition and culture  in Serbia

· The end of elections marathon, victory of PDK confirmed 

· Who will go and who will remain minister

Other headlines

· On 1 March ends the KFOR reduction (2)
· Thaçi: The government will be formed after the certification of results (3)

· McShane: Marty is a politician with a hostile load towards Kosovo (4)
· The names of the ministers in Thaçi’s hands or of that of internationals (4)

· Thaçi: I wrote a letter to the Council of Europe (4)

· Vetëvendosje withdraws the complaint against TV Mitrovica (9)

Infopress
Front page

· PDK ready with the coalition offer

· 5 complaints at ECAP

Other headlines

· Re-union, but without conditions (2)

· Lawyers Chamber of Kosovo, help for suit against Marty (3)

· EULEX reacts towards Infopress (4)

· PDK first with 32.4 percent (5)

· Kosovo and Serbia, equal conditions for EU (5)
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