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· Çeku remains in Bulgarian jail (dailies)

· Region’s heads of state pledge to cooperate (dailies)

· Feith: Serbs to take part in elections (dailies)

· Jeremic: Serbia in EU without recognition of Kosovo (Zëri)

· Haradinaj says he is accountable only to those that trust institutions (Zëri)

· Return to trial (Express)

· Bogdanovic announces visit to Mitrovica (Express)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Çeku remains in Bulgarian jail (dailies)

Dailies report that the Bulgarian prosecution announced a 72-hour extension of detention for the former Prime Minister of Kosovo and ex-KLA Commander Agim Çeku, who was arrested on Tuesday at Gyushevo border crossing on an international arrest warrant for war crimes that was issued at Serbia’s request in 2002.
Koha Ditore reports that the prosecution in Sofia did not exclude the possibility of Çeku’s extradition to Serbia, while Kosovo state authorities announced that he would be released on Thursday. This is the fourth time that Çeku has been arrested due to Serbia’s warrant. 

Express reports that Çeku is not wanted by Interpol through the “red notice”, but he is the victim of a diffusion notice issued by Serbia to Interpol in 2002, which ceased being active when Çeku became a Prime Minister, based on the international law which gave him immunity. 

Zëri reports that Serbia has sent a request to Bulgaria for the extradition of Agim Ceku. Kosovo President Fatmir Sejdiu said yesterday that all countries in the world know that Kosovo is no longer under Serbia’s jurisdiction. AAK also requested Agim Çeku’s release.  
Region’s heads of state pledge to cooperate (dailies)

Heads of states of Albania, Kosovo, Montenegro and Macedonia expressed their readiness to intensify cooperation in all fields with particular emphasis on economic development. The officials made the commitment during an informal meeting in Vlora, Albania. 

Host of the meeting, Albanian President Bamir Topi said that the meeting sends a clear message to the people of the countries at the summit as well as to international partners. He said the meeting revealed the need for free movement of people and goods in the region. Kosovo’s President Fatmir Sejdiu said there are important historic points that link together citizens of the four countries. He also thanked presidents of Montenegro and Macedonia for recognizing the independence of Kosovo. 
Filip Vujanovic from Montenegro expressed concern that the Montenegrin community in Kosovo is not recognized by the Constitution of the country and called for creation of conditions for the return of Montenegrins to Kosovo. “More than 300 Montenegrin families displaced from Kosovo are ready to return,” he said. Macedonian President Georgi Ivanov said Macedonia is ready to also organize a similar gathering where President Sejdiu and Serbian President Boris Tadic would be among the invitees.   

Feith: Serbs to take part in elections (dailies)

In a debate on the integration of ethnic communities in Kosovo, the head of the International Civilian Office (ICO) Pieter Feith said all communities in Kosovo should help in implementation of the decentralization process and take part in upcoming elections as these two things will create better living conditions for them. “Decentralisation is for the good of all because it brings the government closer to citizens,” said Feith.
Jeremic: Serbia in EU without recognition of Kosovo (Zëri)
Zëri reports that Serbia’s Foreign Minister Vuk Jeremic said in an interview for the Belgrade weekly Vreme that he expects the issue of Kosovo’s final status to be resolved before EU membership. He said that dialogue with Pristina and achievement of a solution acceptable to everyone will be possible after the ICJ presents its position on Kosovo’s independence.  
Haradinaj says he is accountable only to those that trust him and institutions (Zëri)

During a ceremony to present new members of the Alliance for the Future of Kosovo (AAK) Suhareka branch, the party leader Ramush Haradinaj urged resolution of the case of theft at the Police evidence room and that responsibility be assigned for it, be it professional, political or moral. In addition, he said that he is only accountable to the people who trust him and to the country’s institutions. 
“I am not obliged to be accountable to a certain individual,” said Haradinaj, commenting on the open letter to him from Minister of Transport and Telecommunications Adem Grabovci. 

Return to trial (Express)
Express reports that the head of the parliamentary commission for security, Democratic Party of Kosovo (PDK) Assembly member Rrustem Mustafa, who is known as Commander Remi, will stand trial on 7 July. He and two fellow fighters, Nazif Gashi and Latif Mehmeti, are being re-tried, accused of war crimes against the civilian population. 
Four persons, including Naim Kadriu who died in a traffic accident, were sentenced for the crime on 14 July 2003. In the indictment (425/2002), UNMIK judges sentenced Rrustem Mustafa to 17 years, Nazif Mehmeti to 13 years, Latif Gashi to 10 years and now-deceased Naim Kadriu to 5 years. These persons have served 2-3 years of their sentences in prison and have been released until the final verdict on their sentences.

After the initial ruling, the defense filed a complaint and on 21 June 2005, the Supreme Court, also consisting of UNMIK judges, annulled the court decision and returned the case to trial. With the handover of competencies from UNMIK to EULEX, the retrial will be presided over by two EULEX judges and one local judge. The spokeswoman of the EULEX justice component, Christiina Herodes, confirmed on Wednesday for the newspaper the start of the re-trial. “The process will start on 7 July and will be led by the international Judge Francesco Florit. In addition to him…there will be one other international judge and one national judge,” said Herodes. 
Bogdanovic announces visit to Mitrovica (Express)

Serbian Minister for Kosovo Goran Bogdanovic said he is to visit Mitrovica on Thursday in order to deliver financial support to local Serbs. The paper says Bogdanovic has visited Kosovo several times now and even made political statements which is why Kosovo authorities had decided not to grant him permission to enter Kosovo. However, Bogdanovic only respected decision until last month, when he managed to visit Mitrovica and give a speech there. 

Kosovo Press Headlines
Koha Ditore

Front page

· Agim Çeku remains in Bulgarian jail

· First generation of KSF graduates without military experience

· Parties in race for strong candidates in municipalities

Other headlines

· New border crossing opened between Kosovo and Albania (2)

· Albania, Kosovo, Montenegro and Macedonia pledge to cooperate (3)

· Berisha and Sejdiu highly estimate Durrës-Morina highway (3)

· EC allocates € 150,000 for regional development agencies (4)

· Justice system on brink of collapse (7)

· Kosovo difficult to implement EU economic criteria (8)

· HRW: Kosovo to act now to shut down contaminated camps (11)

Zëri

Front page

· Second round of elections on 13 Dec and not sooner?

· Balkan leaders see EU and NATO integration as priority

· Pristina expects Bulgarian authorities to return Çeku to Kosovo  

· Macedonian President Ivanov to visit Kosovo

· Ensuring participation of Serbs in elections remains priority

· Haradinaj says he is only accountable to those who trust institutions  

Other headlines

· AAK offers support to KLA veterans (4)

· Inter-parliamentary cooperation with Turkey deepened (4)

· First generation of KSF recruits graduates (6)

· EC pledges € 6.6 million for country’s economic development (6)

· Jeremic: Serbia in EU without recognising Kosovo (6)

· Kosovo far from fulfilling Copenhagen economic criteria (7)

· NGOs say Kosovo justice system on the brink of collapse (8)

· Pensioners threaten to boycott local elections (8)

· Serbs oppose customs control in the north (11)
Kosova Sot

Front page

· Balkans ice “melted” in Vlora

· Editorial: Serb arrest warrants cause tensions

Other headlines

· Çeku issued a 72-hour detention (2)

· Parties prepare for the campaign (3)

· Bildt: Western Balkans not all at once in EU (4)

· Feith urges Serbs to take part in elections (4)

· Serbia awaits ICJ decision on Kosovo (5)

· Veterans turn to Haradinaj (5)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· Ramush draws back

· Feith: Serbs should participate in elections

· Çeku expected to be released today

· Zharku: We will not let go of Kaçanik

Other headlines

· Issuance of passports for Albanians slows down “the white Schengen” (2)

· Jeremic: Serbia in EU, but it will not recognize Kosovo (2)

· Roma leave contaminated settlement (2)

· Federalization of Macedonia requested in Skopje (2)

· Sejdiu: A new chapter of inter-state relations in the region (3)

· Ivanov: Sejdiu invited me to visit Kosovo (3)

· Bildt: Western Balkans cannot join EU at once (4)

· A Kosovo parliamentary delegation visits Turkey (5)

Express
Front page

· Return to court 

· He had immunity as a Prime Minister 

· Tensions become memoirs

· For money or idealism? 

· Shkullaku: A déjà vu from Tirana

Other headlines

· Editorial: To write without writing (2)

· Bogdanovic announces visit to Mitrovica (5)

· In Europe without recognition of Kosovo (6)

· A political saying (6)

· KSF increases (7)

· The hope for visas (8)

Lajm
Front page

· Again a victim

· Seven-day term

· Ice between Kosovo and Macedonia melts 

Other headlines

· Haradinaj ends argument with Grabovci (2)

· Kosovo parliamentarians visit Turkey (2)

· AAK in support of KLA veterans (4)

· Xheladin Salihu released (5)

· The first KSF recruits (5)

· Deputies upset (5)

· Seven million euros for five municipalities (6)

· Kosovo stagnating (6)

· Nayak: We do not give money without projects (7) 

Bota Sot 

Front page

· There were never more than 150,000 Serbs in Kosovo
· Who killed Bardhyl Ajeti?
Other headlines 

· Berisha’s advantage deepens in entire Albania (2)

· European commission gives 150,000 Euros for 6 municipalities (3)

· Ambassador Wither monitor in the June elections (4)

· Regional presidents overcome disagreements (4)

· Sejdiu: Understand that Kosovo is not under Serbia’s jurisdiction! (8)

Infopress

Front page

· Topi reconciles Balkan leaders

Other headlines 

· Çeku to be released today? (2)

· Macedonian political leaders on the American black list (2)

· Feith invites Serbs for elections (3)

· New paths open for resettlement (5)

· Jeremic: In EU even without recognizing Kosovo (5)

· Challenge for a sustainable economy (6) 

· Series of armed robberies (7)

Belgrade Media Highlights
24 June
· Serbs in Northern Kosovo Continue with Roadblocks

· Dacic: Serbia Should Ask Immediately for Ceku’s Extradition

· Serbs from Gracanica without Electricity for Five days

· Oliver Ivanovic: Serbian Politicians Must take a clear Stand

Serbs in Northern Kosovo Continue with Roadblocks

Serbian Radio TV (RTS) reports today that a group of Serbs from Leposavic and Zubin Potok have been blocking the roads Kosovska Mitrovica – Raska and Zubin Potok – Novi Pazar for the third day, preventing EULEX vehicles from reaching the crossing points Brnjak and Jarinje. As reported, there is a strong presence of KFOR troops and the protests have been quiet and without incidents. Deputy mayor of Leposavic, Goran Lazovic told the agency Tanjug that the protesters would go on insisting that EULEX should “stop registering the goods at the Jarinje crossing point because according to the six-points agreement between the Serbian President Boris Tadic and the UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, this point is yet to be discussed and neither side will make any unilateral moves”. Lazovic also said that the Minister for Kosovo Goran Bogdanovic had told the local Serb representatives in Leposavic that “Serbia has not signed any documents regarding the presence of EULEX customs at the crossings and that this kind of moves by EULEX is considered to be unilateral”, RTS carried. “We will insist and demand that EULEX should reverse this decision of theirs and sit down with the Serbian Government and UNMIK so that an agreement could be reached about the crossing points and transit of goods”, said Lazovic. The Deputy Mayor said that “the Serbs are not against paying taxes, but only to Serbia and not to the Kosovo institutions”. EULEX, however, has issued a press release saying that “at no point has EULEX collected revenues” and that “this is a political decision that cannot be taken by EULEX”. “These activities from EULEX’s side have resulted in a sharp decrease in smuggling which is to the benefit of all communities”, said EULEX in its communiqué as reported by RTS.  

Dacic: Serbia Should Ask Immediately for Ceku’s Extradition

Serbian Minister of Interior Ivica Dacic said that the Serbian Justice Ministry should immediately send its request for extradition of Agim Ceku, former Kosovo Prime Minister who was arrested and put in detention yesterday in Bulgaria, RTS reported. Serbia has accused Ceku of war crimes allegedly committed in 2000 when he was in command of the Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA), including the killing of 669 Serbs and 18 non-Albanians as well as of torture and abductions. Following four previous arrests of Ceku, who is on Interpol’s red notice, and a similar situation involving the Kosovo Prime Minister Hashim Thaci, Kosovo Government has sent a letter to all Interpol member states asking them to ignore such arrest warrants in the future, RTS carried. 

Serbs from Gracanica without Electricity for Five days

RTS reported that several thousand Serbs from Gracanica had been without electricity for five days after the Kosovo Energy Corporation (KEK) had cut the power supply to them because they had been refusing to sign a collective agreement with KEK. Goran Arsic, a local Serb leader said that the Serbs did not refuse to pay their electricity bills but that the “local village leaders” refused to sign the agreement with KEK. “Some village leaders even have authorizations signed by all the villagers, authorizing them to sign the document”, said Arsic. 

Oliver Ivanovic: Serbian Politicians Must take a clear Stand

Oliver Ivanovic, State Secretary in the Ministry for Kosovo told the agency Fonet, as carried by RTS, that the Serbian Government must have a clear position on many problematic issues regarding Kosovo, such as decentralization and participation in local elections “because those issues are too serious to be dealt with by any individuals on their own”. Ivanovic said that due to different living conditions north and south of the river Ibar and also because the Serbian Government has not yet taken a stand “there is a growing polarization of the Kosovo Serbs along the lines of these issues”. 

Asked whether he expected the Kosovo Albanians to change their stance on UNMIK, Ivanovic said that “the Kosovo Government is not acting independently in this”. “I must say that regrettably, some of the permanent members of the UN Security Council in Pristina give totally different instructions to the Kosovo Government. Although everyone voted for the six-points plan, some very influential states suggest to the Kosovo Albanians not to accept this deal”, said Ivanovic as quoted by RTS. 
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