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· Stay a bit longer (Express) 

· Countryman does not speak on behalf of EU (Epoka e Re) 

· No partition, no redefinition of borders (Zëri)

· KIPRED: Do not close the lists! (dailies)
· Budget leaves martyrs who fell before 1998 without status (Koha)

· Erhard Drews to replace Buhler as COMKFOR (dailies)
Kosovo Media Highlights
Stay a bit longer (Express) 

Express reports that the European Union failed again to nominate a Special Representative with a full mandate in Kosovo. Therefore, the mandate of the temporary emissary, Fernando Gentilini, will be extended until the end of September. Due to disagreements among EU countries regarding the reorganization of the European presence in Kosovo and whether the new emissary should serve as Chief of the ICO, the EU Council under the guidance of chief diplomat Catherine Ashton agreed to temporarily extend Gentilini’s mandate until 31 July.  Brussels had hoped that during this period, an agreement for regrouping of European structures in Kosovo and nomination of the emissary with a regular mandate would be reached. The names of candidates for the post of EUSR remain on the table of Ashton, says this daily, adding that Slovenia is among those interested in this position.  

Countryman does not speak on behalf of EU (Epoka e Re) 

Epoka e Re reports that, according to sources, the European Union cannot comment on the announcement of the U.S. official Thomas Countryman, regarding the decision by Pristina to put in place an embargo on imports from Serbia, “because he does not speak on behalf of the EU.” This daily reports that this statement came as a response to the question: if the EU could confirm the announcement of Thomas Countryman who said that the EU mediator in the Pristina – Belgrade dialogue decided to postpone the second round of discussions “due to the non-readiness of Serbian authorities to remove the embargo towards Kosovar goods.”  

No partition, no redefinition of borders (Zëri)
Zëri reports that authorities in Pristina have again ruled out talks with Serbia on the proposition by Serbia’s Interior Affairs Minister Ivica Dacic of a partition of Kosovo. Kosovo Interior Minister Bajram Rexhepi warned Belgrade that this topic and those similar would not be opened under any circumstances. However, Rexhepi did say that talks with Belgrade can include the issue of border demarcation but not talks on borders per se as Dacic suggests. 

The paper also quotes political analyst Ardian Arifaj as saying that Kosovo’s leaders have not done enough to change the situation in the northern part of Kosovo. Arifaj also warned that Kosovo’s delegation should in no way allow the Serbian delegation to start talks on Kosovo’s partition. 

KIPRED: Do not close the lists! (dailies)

Several dailies report on the Sunday publication of a comparative study on election systems in the region by Pristina-based KIPRED Institute.  The report analyzes the strengths and weaknesses of election laws and practices in Albania, Macedonia, Croatia and Slovenia. 

KIPRED Director Krenar Gashi highlighted a number of remarks and concerns on the ongoing constitutional and election reforms. “The proposal that the President of the Republic is elected without ballots is not inline with practices of democratic countries. The Constitution of the Republic of Kosovo defines the president as a representative of the people’s unity, therefore, the president must be elected by the majority of voters,” Gashi said.
KIPRED researchers also said that the opening of election lists in 2007 was one of the greatest achievements in establishing a genuine election stystem in Kosovo. “We have noticed that political parties and international experts have almost reached a silent agreement on closing election lists. Such a step would constitute a major regress for Kosovo’s representative democracy,” Gashi was quoted as saying. 
Budget leaves martyrs who fell before 1998 without status (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports on the front page that the Government will not legally recognize a large number of people who fell as martyrs for the independence of Kosovo, namely those before 1998. 

The paper notes that if the government were to recognize around 150 people who gave their lives for freedom before 1998 as martyrs this would have budget implications of slightly over half a million euros. The Government has listened to advice from the International Monetary Fund for the law on war values to have a lower cost. 

At the same time, representatives of war associations said they would apply the necessary pressure in order to prevent the current bill from being adopted by the assembly. Some MPs have given hope to the representatives of the war associations. 

Erhard Drews to replace Buhler as COMKFOR (dailies) 

Dailies report that KFOR Commander General Erhard Buhler announced that on 9 September 2011 he will hand over his duties as KFOR mission commander of the German Army to Major General Erhard Drews.  Drews is an experienced commander and well informed on Balkans and its recent history. In 2001, he served in the SFOR mission in Bosnia and Herzegovina. He joined the army in 1971 and he is currently serving as commander of the Air mobile division in Veitchheim, Germany. 

Kosovo Press Headlines
Koha Ditore

Front page
· Budget leaves martyrs who fell before 1998 without status (Koha)

· Pacolli insists his lobbying led to recognition from Central Africa

· KIPRED doesn’t want president to be elected without ballots

· Oslo monster wanted Kosovo Albanians to be expelled

Other headlines

· Parallel structures in Shtërpce build waste area (2)

· Poverty, main challenge of repatriation (4)

· Supervisor will not inspect the whole highway (6)

· Reciprocity measures did not affect prices (7)

Zëri

Front page

· Scandalous report on PTK

· Erhard Drews, new COMKFOR in September

· Cufaj: Without an opposition!

· Beqaj’s suspicious memorandum

Other headlines
· KIPRED: Do not close the lists! (2)

· Opposition in Serbia accuses the government (2)

· Plus: Albanian industrialists in favour of the embargo (4)

· Minus: Trajkovic against the embargo (4)

· No partition, no redefinition of borders (5)

· They blame the government over repatriation (5)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· Against a president with double nationality

· Editorial: Laws for quota

· Ambassadors, expenditures in opposition to the law

· Oslo monster was against NATO’s intervention in Kosovo

· Bidding for Kosova C power plant in September

Other headlines

· EU doesn’t comment on Countryman’s statement on reciprocity (2)

· KIPRED against closed lists (2)

· Buhler presents his successor (4)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· Pacolli: I discuss with Thaçi

· Drews to replace Buhler

· KIPRED suggests for President to be elected by the majority of voters

· Blockade goes on 

Other headlines

· President Jahjaga offers condolences to Norway (2)

· Countryman does not speak on behalf of EU (3)

· Trajkovic: Embargo raises tensions between Serbs and Albanians (3)

· Government and opposition clash in Gjilan (6)

Express
Front page

· Stay a bit longer

· Skenda does not know how

· America as an example

Other headlines

· Selimi: The tragedy that effects Kosovo as well (2)

· Shala: United at the EU (2)

· Condoles EU (4)

· Discuss Balkans (5)

· Support blockade of Serbia (6)

· The lists close (6)

· They might go back on strike (6)

· Buhler to hand over command in September (7)

· IMF interferes (10)

Bota Sot
Front page

· Defend country’s integrity and sovereignty with Kalashnikovs 

· Lejla Selaci, the disappeared Albanian at Norway tragedy

· Different constitutional tricks 

Other headlines

· Countries of the region increase interest on Kosovo (3)

· Buhler hands over his command in September (4)

· Sakajeva: Boycott with embargo  (5)

· Progress Report, a concern for the Government, not for the Assembly (6)

· Minister Hoxhaj expresses condolences to Norway Foreign Minister (6)

· Religious communities without a judicial position (6)

· In Serbia, opposition accuses the Government for the embargo (7)
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