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· Few barricades removed (Koha Ditore)

· Tadic wants Serbs from the north in the dialogue with Pristina (dailies) 

· Jovanovic: Authorities in Belgrade are producing barricades (Koha Ditore)

· Hasani, “tougher” than KFOR (Zëri)

· Thaçi: Dialogue with Belgrade, a European value (Koha Ditore) 

· Ambassador Fitou calls the behavior of Vetëvendosje as fascistic (dailies)

· The trick of the President – I am President thanks to the Assembly and not of the political agreement (Epoka e Re)

· Berisha: Kosovo, de facto a member of NATO (dailies)

· Return the money (Express)

Kosovo Media Highlights
Few barricades removed (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports on the front page that barricades that lead to the border point of Brnjak, also known as Gate 31, have been removed and the road in that direction has been freed for traffic, but only for a short time. While KFOR announced on Monday evening that barricades were removed after an agreement was reached with local Serbs, KTV cameras shortly before midnight proved that the road leading to Gate 31 was still blocked at Zupc village and that the only barricade that was removed was the one in the village of Banja, near Brnjak. Within a few hours, KFOR denied its earlier announcement that barricades were removed and that the road leading to Brnjak was freed. Meanwhile, barricades on the other roads have remained in place. 
Tadic wants Serbs from the north in the dialogue with Pristina (dailies) 

Serbian President Boris Tadic said on Monday that Belgrade wants dialogue with Pristina to resume as soon as possible and that he has agreed with representatives of Kosovo Serbs that they too will take part in groups of experts that prepare the platform for talks. 
Tadic told media in Belgrade that he cannot guarantee resolution of the problem in northern Kosovo until December, when the eventual recommendation of the European Council for Serbia’s status of candidate is expected. Tadic however added that he hopes this would be achieved and that Serbia will enter the process of negotiations. 

 “Kosovo is an unbelievably difficult problem, not only for Serbs and Albanians, but also for Europe and the World, and its solution is difficult to be reached. This is one of the conflict zones that the international community is dealing with,” Tadic added.   
Jovanovic: Authorities in Belgrade are producing the barricades (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports that Cedomir Jovanovic, leader of the Liberal-Democratic Party of Serbia, has accused authorities in Belgrade for “producing barricades in Kosovo, the same way they did 20 years ago in Croatia” and for being unable to propose a solution for problems there. 
“Kosovo is not a problem, the problem is Belgrade and our President (Boris Tadic) whom we need to help,” Jovanovic said at the meeting of his party’s steering committee. He also said that four heads of self proclaimed municipalities are challenging the president of the state.

Hasani, “tougher” than KFOR (Zëri)
Zëri reports in the leading front-page story that a citizen of Mitrovica, Pajazit Hasani, on Monday morning tried to do what NATO soldiers are failing to do for several weeks now. Hasani namely drove his excavator near the main bridge over the River Ibër attempting to remove the blockade there. Hasani then stopped his excavator in front of police officers at the site and told them the reason behind his attempt. 
“I want to go there because my company is there, I have a bank loan which I cannot pay back, I have trucks there, and I am going to free the road all the way up to Leposavic,” Hasani told the police officers who then escorted him to the police station and later on he was released.

Thaçi: Dialogue with Belgrade, a European value (Koha Ditore) 

Based on a press release issued by the Office of the Prime Minister, Koha Ditore reports that Kosovo’s Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi, met on Monday in Vienna with Austria’s Chancellor Werner Faymann. At this meeting he discussed the bilateral relations between Kosovo and Austria, deepening of these relations, Austrian investments in Kosovo and Kosovo’s European perspective.  

At the meeting, PM Thaçi expressed appreciation for Austria’s support given to Kosovo during the all periods, starting from the post-war period to the current one of European integrations. Thaçi also discussed the technical dialogue with Serbia, saying that “it is a European value that will substantially impact integration of the region in the European Union. 

Ambassador Fitou calls the behavior of Vetëvendosje as fascistic (dailies)

Several dailies report that Interior Affairs Minister Bajram Rexhepi was applauded when he entered and after he ended his speech, but he was also called “a coward” by Vetëvendosje members who tried to stop his speech. Nine activists of the Vetëvendosje Movement were arrested on Monday. 
Namely, discussions about visa liberalization which has taken place in the private college Institute for Political European Studies ISPE turned into the clash arena of the Government and of the activists of Vetëvendosje movement. Ambassador Fitou has openly demonstrated his unhappiness with the form of presentation of Vetëvendosje, while calling it “fascistic acts of the time of 1943”. Emotional, afterwards he protested against the scenario of Vetëvendosje and while protecting Minister said that “the first thing that you should be doing, is not to behave like fascistic gangs”. In their speeches about visa liberalization, minister Rexhepi, and ambassador Fitou have stated that this will be a long and difficult process, but not unreachable.

The President’s trick – I am President thanks to the Assembly and not the political agreement (Epoka e Re)

Epoka e Re quotes President Atifete Jahjaga as saying that she was elected President thanks to support from Kosovo MPs, and did not prefer to say if she will run in the next presidential elections. “I have my mandate based on the voting process at the Kosovo Assembly. Without this trust no political agreement would have me seated in the chair of the President. I have my current constitutional mandate and when the date of next elections is set and the election campaign starts I will state my position,” Jahjaga added.
Berisha: Kosovo, de facto a member of NATO (dailies)

Several dailies report that Albanian Prime Minister Sali Berisha said at the Adriatic 5 Charter meeting in Albania that Kosovo is de facto a member of NATO but not de jure. “I am certain that Kosovo in some aspects is de facto a member of NATO, but not de jure, because of the excellent cooperation with KFOR. Kosovo is a place of stability and peace and has a special role for the region. I am confident that once the problem of northern is resolved, Serbia too will take on a role for the good of the future of the Serbian nation,” Berisha was quoted as saying at the summit.

Return the money (Express)

Express reports on the front page that the Government of Kosovo and the Kosovo Power Corporation (KEK) could very easily end up in court. Namely, Finance Minister Bedri Hamza has threatened the Kosovo Power Corporation (KEK) that they will face a lawsuit if the corporation does not pay back the debt of €192 million. 
“We had several meetings with KEK and we made it very clear to them that if they don’t respect the contract, we will make our decisions and we will sue KEK and we will call on the court to implement our right,” Hamza is quoted as saying.

The paper notes that KEK has taken these funds from the government in the form of loans. Meanwhile, KEK officials told the paper that the timeline to pay back the rates starts next year.
Kosovo Press Headlines
Koha Ditore

Front page

· Few barricades removed

· Thaçi: Dialogue with Belgrade, a European value

· Tadic wants northern Serbs in dialogue with Pristina

· Jovanovic: Authorities in Belgrade are producing barricades

· Trafficking in the Balkans unites enemies

· Special Unit intervenes against protesters in Polac

· Second indictment from Bllaca Case confirmed

· New package does not provide growth planned by Government

Other headlines

· Ambassador Fitou says Vetëvendosje’s actions are fascistic (2)

· Rexhepi: Visa liberalization, a long and difficult process (2)

· Draskovic: Loss of territory is punishment for lost war (4)

· Berisha: Kosovo, de facto a member of NATO (5)

Zëri

Front page

· Hasani, “tougher” than KFOR

· Presidency fails with capital investments

· Hamidi: The lost trophies of corruption

· Fitou and Rexhepi clash with Vetëvendosje
Other headlines
· Thaçi: Dialogue, a European value (2)
· Progress in the fight against crime (2)

· Garentina Kraja, Jahjaga’s advisor (2)

· They hide details of the meeting in Belgrade (2)

· Berisha: Kosovo, de facto a member of NATO (5)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· French Ambassador accuses Vetëvendosje for fascism 

· Editorial: Accusations of the French Ambassador

· KFOR opens way to the border point in Bërnjak 

Other headlines

· Auditor criticizes the public procurement (3)

· Thaçi met with Austrian Chancellor (2)

· Serbia wants continuance of the dialogue (2)

· Jahjaga participates at the conference for business (4)

· Condolences to President Gyl from Kosovo leadership (4)

· Berisha: Kosovo de facto a NATO member (4)

· Gangs rule the northern part (4)

· Unity for smuggling in the north (4)

· Draft for Prizren objected (5)

· OSCE promises support for parliamentarian TV (5)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· President’s trick

· Thaçi invites Austrians to invest in Kosovo

· Decide today on barricades

· Every candidate for President with representatives at CEC 

Other headlines

· Haliti: Albanians were never a danger for the region or Balkans (2)

· Serb illegitimate leaders decide today on barricades (3)

· Tadic: Kosovo a serious problem for the world (3)

· KFOR opens way to border point in Bërnjak (3)

· Jahjaga: I am a President thank to the Assembly, not political agreement (5)

· Berisha: Kosovo de facto a NATO member (5)

· Hoxhaj to participate at Saudi Prince funeral ceremony (5)

· Fitou calls Vetëvendosje action fascistic (7) 

Express
Front page

· Return the money

· Fascists do this

Other headlines

· President Jahjaga travelled to Croatia (5)

· We return back to Brussels (5)

· Kosovo is de facto member of NATO (6)

· He invites Austrians (6)

· Same with barricades (7)

Bota Sot
Front page

· Berisha: Kosovo is de facto a NATO member

· Ambassador Fitou calls Vetëvendosje activists “fascists”

· Albanian Pajazit Hasani tried to remove the barricade over the Ibër River 

Other headlines

· Kastrati: To be arrested criminals in the north (2)

· Fitou accuses Vetëvendosje for fascistic behaviour (3)

· President Jahjaga in international conference in Croatia (3)

· FAZ: Small victory of Serbia over NATO (6)

· Prime Minister Thaçi met with Austrian Chancellor (11)
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