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· Democracy in Action replaces Xhelal Canziba with Smajl Latifi (dailies)

· The loss of PDK in Rahovec punishment for “interferences” (Koha Ditore)

· Krasniqi: The powerful people in Kosovo are unsanctioned (dailies)

· Mustafa: I will resign if LDK does not grow (Koha Ditore)

· Dell: Let us show to the world that it is worth investing in Kosovo (Koha Ditore)

· Wordsworth: Kosovo exists, there will be no talk on this issue any more (Koha Ditore) 

· Kurti: We are not against internationals (Express)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Democracy in Action replaces Xhelal Canziba with Smajl Latifi (dailies)

Papers report that the head of the NGO’s network Democracy in Action, Ismet Kryeziu, on Wednesday accepted that they were mistaken in the result of elections in Rahovec. Democracy in Action has changed the ranking according to the votes of the candidates of PDK and AAK in the race for the head of Rahovec municipality. Now the LDK candidate, Ibrahim Kryeziu, is followed by the candidate of AAK, Smajl Latifi, and not by Xhelal Canziba. The correction of the result that Democracy in Action has presented occurred three days after the preliminary results of the race for the head of Rahovec municipality. Kryeziu said that on Sunday evening Democracy in Action made a mistake in connection with the results in two polling stations.

The loss of PDK in Rahovec punishment for “interferences” (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that the loss of PDK in Rahovec, who has governed this municipality for one and a half mandates, is seen by rival parties as a punishment that the citizens of this municipality have inflicted on the party of outgoing Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi. The two competing parties in Rahovec, LDK and AAK, evaluate that the citizens of this municipality have understood that PDK governance in their municipality has damaged Rahovec, where until now PDK has been leading. However, in PDK they say that their party does not see any danger that they have been left out of the race, because in Rahovec there is a stable electorate. 

Krasniqi: The powerful people in Kosovo are unsanctioned (dailies)

In a debate on the findings of the European Commission Progress Report on Kosovo, Acting President Jakup Krasniqi said Kosovo is a country where the powerful people outside the institutions are above the law and control the media and judiciary. “Any time we think about interference of the politics, we never should think about the institutions’ interference. There are interferences from outside in the justice and other systems, like the media,” Krasniqi is quoted as saying in Koha Ditore. He added that the interference within institutions should also not be ruled out. 

Zëri reports that on the freedom of the media, Krasniqi said this right should be protected, above all, by the owners of the media outlets and the staff and not only through the politics. “Media often make comments. Produce one-sided shows, not to say commissioned…all these together damage the freedom of expression and damage media freedom,” said Krasniqi.

Mustafa: I will resign if LDK does not grow (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore carries an interview with the head of LDK, Isa Mustafa. The resignation and the fall of the government were mentioned on Wednesday by Isa Mustafa. The former was referred to when he said that he will do it [resign] if he does not manage to raise the votes of LDK, while concerning the latter he said that his party would remain in opposition and would consider the governance non-functional. Isa Mustafa has drawn red lines relating to the governing partnership with the party of Hashim Thaçi. He showed himself ready to resign if he does not manage in elections of 12 December to raise the percentage of LDK from what it had in the elections of 2007. In the case of victory he promised a government of experts, without the old ministers. 

In the Interview for Koha Ditore, Mustafa talked about the changes he performed in LDK and for the balance between the generations which he claims to have created without shaking or unrest. He also talked about the disbelief in governing abilities which he has in the former ministers, which LDK has provided until now. He promised non-incriminated new people in the executive departments, in the case that LDK comes first in the elections, but in case if it remains behind PDK, he showed himself ready to leave the party for the first time in the history of this party in opposition. Mustafa does not see himself as guilty of the rapprochement of Bujar Bukoshi and Ukë Rugova with the party of Ramush Haradinaj. He says that he told his former boss that the fight for reforms should take place inside the party and not outside of it.  

Dell: Let us show to the world that it is worth investing in Kosovo (Koha Ditore)
Koha Ditore reports that the U.S. Ambassador Christopher Dell said at a conference organized by the U.S. Economic Chamber in Kosovo that Kosovo should prove its determination against corruption and added that this is a target that everyone should engage with; the Government, business, civil society and the international community. Dell requested from those institutions in charge to do more to improve the image of the country in order for Kosovo to be attractive to foreign investments. “It is time to be attractive for foreign investors. While the situation in the world economy is not very good, Kosovo should become a very attractive destination for foreign investors.  

Wordsworth: Kosovo exists, there will be no talk on this issue any more (Koha) 

Koha Ditore reports that the Ambassador of Great Britain in Belgrade, Stephen Wordsworth, while answering the question whether it is realistic to open again the status issue in the Pristina–Belgrade dialogue, said to the Serbian daily Danas that a majority of the issues in Kosovo are related to status. “Belgrade and Pristina have realized that discussions on simple issues should start, once they are used to meetings and discussions, they can also discuss more complicated issues,” said Wordsworth. According to him, discussions will not be easy. Therefore, it is important for the discussions to start soon and for the both parties to try to resolve the issues in a constructive manner. “However, from our point of view, considering the ICJ opinion, respectively the fact that a majority of EU and OSCE member states have recognized Kosovo, discussion on existence of Kosovo is not on the agenda.” 

Kurti: We are not against internationals (Express)

Vetëvendosje leader Albin Kurti in an interview for a German paper said the movement is not against the international presence in Kosovo but against its character. Kurti said the international community should not be the one to decide Kosovo’s fate. “It is not right for international officials that have no democratic legitimacy to have the final word on the fate of Kosovo, this should rest on the persons who have the mandate from the people,” said Kurti.

Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore
Front page

· Mustafa: I will resign if LDK doesn’t grow

· PDK’s Rahovec loss punishment for ‘interferences’

· Dell: Let’s show the world that it is worth investing in Kosovo

· PTK risks losing millions in London

· 450 freedom fighters dead since the end of the war

· Kosovo starts issuing ID from Embassy in Brussels

Other headlines

· Democracy in Action replaces Xhelal Canziba with Smajl Latifi (2)

· Krasniqi: Powerful people in Kosovo are unsanctioned (3)

· Wordsworth: Kosovo exists, there will be no talk on this issue (4)

· Maliqi: Police will do everything for attackers to be put before justice (5)

· AAK insists it will not make coalition with PDK (12)

Zëri
Front page

· The state challenged by criminals 

· Mustafa: I will leave if I don’t increase votes

· PDK outside the game

· Arben Sejdiu buried with high honours 

Other headlines

· Efforts for national unification (2)

· Moscow supports any stance of Serbia (2)

· Police, operational plan for elections (2)

· Status, closed chapter (2)

· Democracy in mistake (3)

· Publisher Krasniqi (3)

· Negotiations after 12 December (4)

· AKR: There could be vote manipulations (4)

· New members in AAK (5)

· No information for investors (6)

Kosova Sot
Front page

· PDK loses, LDK and AAK in runoff

· AAK rejects coalition with Thaçi

· Bureaucracy and non-implementation of laws prevent foreign investment

· The person wanted by FBI lives freely in Kosovo

· Editorial: Democracy in Action to draw lesson from Rahovec   

Other headlines

· KDI financially scans the campaign (2)

· Krasniqi: Politics interferes outside institutions (2)

· Kurti: EULEX is not going to the end of fight against corruption (4)

· EU questionnaire for Serbia makes no question about Kosovo (4)

· FAIR against coalitions with parties that mismanaged (4)

· Plenty of diplomacy (4)

· Kosovo to preside over CEFTA from January 2011 (6)
Epoka e Re
Front page

· Thaçi: Not with LDK

· Kryeziu and Latifi in runoff

· Isa is telling stories

Other headlines

· Fuele: Kosovo out of questionnaire (2)

· Wordsworth: Kosovo exists, this issue will not be discussed (2)

· Kosovo, an equal partner on the field of internal affairs (2)

· Report, a realistic reflection of achievements in Kosovo (3)

· Italy to help CEC financially (3)

· Dell: Kosovo should become attractive for foreign investors (9)

Express

Front page

· Smajli in the final

· Dell’s message

· A dream or a possibility

· Bad image 

Other headlines

· Accepts interferences (4)

· FAIR excludes coalitions with old parties (4)

· Thaçi: Not with LDK (5)

· Latifi: I knew it (6)

· Kurti: We are not against internationals (6)

· Discussions will not be easy (6)

· Bajram Asllani free, at his home (7)

Lajm
Front page

· Wordsworth: There are no talks about status
· Thaçi: not with LDK or with AAK
Other headlines

· Dell: Politicians far away from voting polls (2)

· There: There are no talks about status (2)

· Against the intervention in judiciary and in media (2)

· Tërmkolli: Not with PDK (3)

· Democracy in Action accepts the mistake (3)

· In runoff Kryeziu and Latifi (3)

Bota Sot
Front page

· Is the time of killings returning in Dukagjin?

· Pacolli: The outgoing government cannot raise salaries

Other headlines

· Krasniqi: Outside institutional politics blackmail and threatening  (3) 

· Kurti: I am engaged for the unity of Kosovo with Albania (3)

· Teki Dervishi: PDK and LDK are fighting to remain in opposition (5)

· Tërmkolli: There are speculations that AAK to enter the coalition with PDK (6)

InfoPress 
Front page

· AAK says never, PDK why not
· Serbia is not asked about Kosovo
Other headlines 
· Influence as position also the opposition (2)

· Dell, remark to the politicians (3)

· Isa divided LDK as Sejdiu did (4)

· In runoff, Kryeziu and Latifi (5)
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