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· KFOR attacked in the north, 21 soldiers injured (Koha Ditore)
· Slovenian Foreign Minister, Zbogar, Head of the EU in Kosovo (Koha Ditore)

· The idea for border management came from Ban Ki-moon (Kosova Sot)

· Lunacek: Kosovo should fight corruption and organized crime (Express) 

· Rexhepi announces use of force on removal of barricades (Epoka e Re) 

· Rohan: The only option for the north is Ahtisaari Plan (Epoka e Re) 

· Ambassadors to become career diplomats (Koha Ditore)

· Medvedev orders review of Serb requests for citizenship (Koha Ditore)

· Surroi: We still need to fight for the freedom of press (Koha Ditore)

· Bllaca claims that he arrested people during the war (Koha Ditore)

· Implement the agreements (Express)

Kosovo Media Highlights
KFOR attacked in the north, 21 soldiers injured (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that 21 KFOR soldiers were injured, one of them badly during Wednesday’s nights operation. Local residents in northern Kosovo threw stones and firecrackers at the soldiers close to a check point on the main road of the village Rudare. The attack was similar to that of 27 July, said an international source. Two convoys of Portuguese KFOR soldiers attempted to remove a barricade placed on the main road of the village of Rudare at about 23:00 hrs, but half an hour later an organized attack was launched against them. After a few hours of resistance, KFOR withdrew. KFOR confirmed through a press communiqué the injuries of the soldiers. “KFOR can confirm that 21 soldiers have suffered injuries. One KFOR soldier has been injured from a truck and others have received surface injuries”, reads the press release.
Slovenian Foreign minister, Zbogar, Head of the EU in Kosovo (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that after the second advertisement of the competition for the head of the EU office in Kosovo, it looks like at the end the EU High Representative for Foreign Policy and Security, Catherine Ashton, will appoint a representative. Slovenian Foreign Minister, Samuel Zbogar is the main candidate to receive the post of the head of the EU office in Kosovo. “He applied, we think that he knows Kosovo and Serbia”, a diplomat from an important EU country to the paper, while expressing his belief that Baroness Ashton will appoint Zbogar for this post.
The idea for border management came from Ban Ki-moon (Kosova Sot)

The idea for the integrated joint management of borders was proposed three years ago by UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon, in his “six-point plan” “The modalities of stationing of customs, as far as possible, will reflect the modality of the concept of the integrated border management of Europe and this can include cooperation of customs points”, said the document. The Head of UNMIK, Farid Zarif, said that it is not the creator of the idea that is most important, but the idea itself as it encourages people, people who have a vision and would like to see positive movement towards the future.
Lunacek: Kosovo should fight corruption and organized crime (Express) 

Express reports that the European Parliament Rapporteur for Kosovo, Ulrike Lunacek, said at a press conference in Brussels, that she has concluded in her report for Kosovo, that due to the serious irregularities during the elections, and delays on the constitution of the Parliament, President and Government, Kosovo lost more than six months on endorsement of laws that would have assured progress. 

Although, according to her, there was a special improvement in the economy and economic policies. However, she stressed that the freedom of media is not at a good level. Lunacek expressed that she believes that the European Commission will soon propose the start of the dialogue for liberalization of visas. In the meantime, she said, Kosovo, as a young state, together with the European Mission, should fight corruption and organized crime.  

Rexhepi announces use of force to remove barricades (Epoka e Re) 

Epoka e Re reports that Kosovo’s Minister of Foreign Affairs, Bajram Rexhepi, commenting on the events in the north for Radio Kosova, stated that the use of force might be inevitable to assure freedom of movement. “It seems that without the use of force, the roads will not be cleared, because during each attempt to remove the barricades there is an attack on the soldiers” said Rexhepi. He added that the weather does not seem to be a deterrent. “They (KFOR) might consider the bad weather as an option, but Serbs there have alarm system and activate quickly,” said Rexhepi. 
Rohan: The only option for the north is the Ahtisaari Plan (Epoka e Re) 

Epoka e Re reports that the former member of the European Union mediattion team for the status of Kosovo, Albert Rohan, called the announcements made by northern Serbs to declare independence of the three municipalities there as an illusion. In an interview for RTV21, Rohan said that the north should not have more than what is proposed in Ahtisaari’s package. During the interview he also encouraged the continuance of the dialogue between Pristina and Belgrade and stated that the integrated management of the border is a European model. Rohan also stated that Europe has discriminated against Kosovo on the liberalization of visas and that it is time to start the negotiations on receiving the guidelines.  

Ambassadors to become career diplomats (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that President Atifete Jahjaga intends to appoint anyone to the post of ambassador who is proposed by the Government. She does not plan to review the personalities of the diplomats proposed as she considers that it is not her Constitutional obligation. Such a stance by the President was justified by her adviser, Arbër Vllahiu: “This is defined by the law and Constitution”. He added that, the President will however take into consideration deputies’ opinion. Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, Ibrahim Gashi ensured that Kosovo is en route to training its first group of career diplomats “It is thought that the current ambassadors will be the first group of career diplomats.  Based on the concept of MFA for the development of the diplomatic service 2012-2013, all of them will receive new tasks in conformity with the grades they have and in accordance with the law”, explained deputy minister, Gashi.

Medvedev orders review of Serb citizenship requests (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that Russian President, Dmitrij Medvedev has ordered the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to study the twenty thousand requests for citizenship made by Kosovo Serbs, stated Russian Permanent Representative to NATO, Dmitrij Rogozin, transmitted by QIK. He said that Russia should support its close connected people who find themselves in a complicated position. Rogozin emphasized that Russia’s response will be “experimental”.

Surroi: We still need to fight for freedom of the press (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that publicist, Veton Surroi, at present the head of the Board Club for Foreign Policy, received on Thursday the 2011 human rights prize by the South East Europe Media Organization SEEMO. Surroi was awarded the prize for his continuous commitment to human rights in all his personal activities”. Surroi is the first Kosovar awarded this prize by SEEMO.  Upon acceptance he stated that this prize has a particular importance for him and his supporters. According to Surroi, this is just the beginning, “our work is not finished yet, we must push for freedom of the press” “Authorities will try to limit media, but they have to extend the borders of expression”, said Surroi at the ceremony

Bllaca claims that he arrested people during the war (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that Nazim Bllaca, a self-declared SHIK agent, and witness against Deputy Fatmir Limaj, was questioned by prosecutor Maurizio Salustro, on the Kleçka case. During the question he did not speak much, however he said that he arrested people, and they ended up in the so-called Kleçka prison. Koha Ditore assured Bllaca’s testimony given to Salustro on 12 September at the EULEX police compound “Chicken Farm”.  In the testimony Bllaca said he joined the KLA at the end of June 1998 and was a member of the 121st brigade, in the battalion “Ruzhdi Salihu” with the commander Shukri Buja. He confirmed the existence of the prisons which were administered from KLA.

Implement the agreements (Express)

Express reports that EU Commissioner for Enlargement, Stefan Fuele, stated Thursday that he expects that the dialogue between Belgrade and Pristina to be conducted actively, and to produce concrete results and practical solutions in favor of ordinary citizens. Fuele said that he is informed about the steps taken from Serbia for the implementation of the agreements achieved during the dialogue, which will enable as soon as possible the implementation of all the agreements. Interior Minister of Serbia, Ivica Dacic, said Serbia has the responsibility to continue with the integration process, while emphasizing that it needs to be careful about the implementation of the agreements, not allowing Serbia to indirectly recognized the independence of Kosovo.

Kosovo Press Headlines
Koha Ditore

Front page

· KFOR attacked in the north, 21 soldiers injured

· Slovenian Foreign Minister, Zbogar, EU chief in Kosovo

· Ambassadors transformed into diplomats of carrier 

· Bllaca claims that he has arrested people during the war 

Other headlines

· Hoxhaj accuses Serbia for the north (2)

· Medvedev orders considering of Serbs’ request for citizenship (2)

· Explosion at the three skyscrapers (3)

· Vetëvendosje and Government “clash” on the flag (4)

· Surroi: We still have to fight for the freedom of media (5)

· Pacolli receives the prize “Gusi Peace Prize International” (4)

· Sending from abroad has made Kosovars lazy (9)

Kosova Sot
Front page

· 21 soldiers injured

· Another adviser to sell PTK

· Idea for management of the border, from Ban Ki-moon

· Serbia risks the status of the candidate

Other headlines

· Corruption and media among the criteria for visas (2)

· Political dialogue for the north recommended (3)

· Rexhepi: Use of force might be inevitable in the north (4)

· The U.S. made a mistake by leaving Balkans to EU (4)

· Parties with nontransparent finances (5)

· Emerson calls the protected witness a liar (9)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· It is not the time

· No to ethnic division

· Serbs injured 21 KFOR soldiers

· American experts: Kosovo state to be enforced

· Rexhepi announces use of force to remove barricades

· Government declares 28 November as day of rest

Other headlines

· More transparency requested in financing parties (2)

· Fuele: From the dialogue are expected results (2)

· Rohan: The only option for the north “Ahtisaari Plan” (3)

· Jahjaga supports professional  journalism (7)

· Remittances only for consumption (8)

· France helps Kosovo customs (9)

Express
Front page

· AAK: We are alive

· Dangerous construction site

· Implement agreements

Other headlines

· Medvedev: Review the request of Kosovo Serbs (4)

· Lunacek: Kosovo to fight corruption and organized crime  (5)

· Candidates for Ambassador are waiting for the commission (5)

· Denmark, sceptical about the candidacy of Serbia (6)

· Talk about the north (6)

· Remittances are making Kosovar lazy (10)

· KEK cannot be forgotten (10)

Bota Sot
Front page

· The flag of all Albanians, flag with double headed eagle

· The attack towards KFOR members, gruesome act

· Serb extremists also “attack” KFOR soldiers

Other headlines

· Denmark blocks Serbia because of Kosovo (2)

· Against corruption only with words  (3)

· Haxhinasto: Vietnam to review its stance about Kosovo (3)

· Czech senate supports integration of Kosovo  (3)

· Krasniqi requests support of Belgium for liberalization (6)

· Benkroft: Germany insists for the dismissal of parallel structures (7)

· Medvedev orders to be reviewed the request of Kosovo Serbs (7)

· Deputy Prime Minister Pacolli receives the prize “Gusi Peace Prize”(11)
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