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__________________________________________________
· Resolution on Marty’s report approved, investigations requested (dailies)

· Council of Europe resolution damages Kosovo (Koha Ditore)

· Thaçi, difficult to form ruling coalition (Koha Ditore)

· Dell: New government to be formed before Independence Day (Kosova Sot)

· The Guardian: Thaçi, biggest fish of the organized crime (Koha Ditore)

· Lunacek: No discussions on integral sovereignty of Kosovo (Zëri) 

· 36 polling stations in Mitrovica to be recounted (dailies)

· Piksi found guilty, recommended his dismissal from police (Koha Ditore)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Resolution on Marty’s report approved, investigations requested (dailies)

Papers report that the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE) has called on authorities in Tirana, and those in Pristina and Belgrade, as the international authorities to launch investigations into crimes committed after the war in Kosovo, including the raised suspicions in Dick Marty’s report. Assembly approved the resolution which legitimized the report of Dick Marty for organ trafficking. 

During the discussions, the parliamentarians have continuously rejected proposals of Albanian and Turkish delegations who wanted to essentially change the content of the draft resolution. Some cosmetic changes have been done, including the change of the title of the report and at the end, 169 parliamentarians voted in favor of the resolution and only 8 voted against. All delegations of the countries which support independence of Kosovo were absent in the session when the resolution was put to vote, making it possible to pass with significant majority of the parliamentarians present in the session. 

Out of the total of 636 parliamentarians in PACE, the right of vote has been used by only191 out of which 169 voted in favor of the resolution, 14 abstained and 8 were against. In a press conference, Marty said that he finished his work and that the fate of the report is no longer his responsibility. 
Council of Europe which is an institution dealing with human rights in this way has done its maximum that can be achieved based on one report, notes Koha Ditore. Resolution sends political message to Brussels, Pristina, Tirana and Belgrade for the investigations to be carried out. Marty was not clear when he was asked if he is going to give the evidence he has to EULEX. “It is up to investigators to find the evidence… What we can offer to EULEX is information and what we can offer are the witnesses. We are ready to have contact with EULEX, but we want to have the information what happens with the data that we give to EULEX”, said Marty as quoted in Koha Ditore.

Council of Europe resolution damages Kosovo (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that Kosovar authorities accept that the resolution which legitimizes Marty’s report has damaged Kosovo. Experts of the international law have expressed their fear that this will further delay recognitions, but there are the representatives of the opposition who requested a Kosovar action – further denunciation of the Serb state for the genocide carried out in Kosovo, in order to be known who is the victim and who is the criminal. Furthermore, they consider that the talks with Serbia should be delayed until the results of investigations into the accusations in Marty’s report are announced. Koha Ditore in a separate box under headline Krasniqi: We have readiness for investigation, writes that the acting president Jakup Krasniqi has expressed the readiness of Kosovo institutions to help in the necessary investigations into all accusations raised in Dick Marty’s report, which took the official form with the approval in the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe.

Thaçi, difficult to form ruling coalition (Koha Ditore)

The paper writes that PDK leader Hashim Thaçi will not have an easy time in finding partners for the new ruling coalition. Vetëvendosje, with 12.55% of the votes, has categorically refused any prospect of a coalition with PDK. 

At the same time, LDK said if PDK invites them for talks on the new coalition, they will take part in the meetings and analyse the offer but according to Teuta Sahatçia, LDK continues to hold a clear stance that it won’t enter a coalition with PDK for the sake of the normal functioning of the country. “The country needs a strong government and a strong opposition, therefore we are against a coalition with PDK, be it in a comprehensive or a broad-based government,” Sahatçia said. 

AKR with 7.2% of the votes is not against the idea of joining a PDK coalition but insists its leader Behgjet Pacolli takes up the post of the Kosovo President. AAK officials also said they would positively respond to the invitation for talks on the new government but have recently introduced their idea of a ruling coalition formula consisting of PDK-LDK-AAK. 

Dell: New government to be formed before Independence Day (Kosova Sot)

US Ambassador to Kosovo Christopher Dell in an interview for the paper said he believed the new Government of Kosovo would be formed before Independence Day on 17 February. “This is an important event for Kosovo. It is an important symbol to have a new, completely functional government on the third anniversary,” said Dell. He said he would prefer a government with a clear and coherent agenda. “The problem with broad-based governments is that they have no focus. They should adapt so much to viewpoints that they very often lack coherence to be able to govern effectively,” said Dell further. He also said he believed the idea of having a technical government for several months until new elections can be scheduled is a serious mistake. 

The Guardian: Thaçi, biggest fish of the organized crime (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that the confidential report of NATO, published in the newspaper The Guardian and Le Monde, where the outgoing Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi and PDK senior official Xhavit Haliti are mentioned as the biggest fish of organized crime in Kosovo, circulated in the media in 2005 and first was published in the German website www.mafiamembers.com. Thaçi, has been described in NATO confidential reports as one of the biggest fish of the organized crime, writes The Guardian. According to this newspaper which bases its report in the NATO document, PM Hashim Thaçi is involved in underground criminal activities.
Lunacek: No discussions on integral sovereignty of Kosovo (Zëri) 

Based on the Serbian media, Zëri reports that the European Parliament Deputy and rapporteur for Kosovo, Ulrike Lunacek, said that Serbia is requested to start the dialogue with Kosovo without returning to the negotiations for the status. She added that she hails the European Parliament resolution that confirms the European future for Serbia. She said that she is pleased that her amendment, which confirms the integral sovereignty of Kosovo, was adopted, despite the fact that at the very last moment the text that concerned division was removed. “In the meantime, after the consultations with other deputies and the climate that prevailed at the Parliament, I understood that it was difficult for this amendment to pass,” said Lunacek. She added that this resolution stresses that the issue of the status cannot be brought up at the future dialogue between Kosovo and Serbia, a fact that confirms Kosovo’s sovereignty, which is very essential.  

36 polling stations in Mitrovica to be recounted (dailies)

Central Elections Commission has decided to recount ballots from 36 polling stations out of the total of 126 in Mitrovica as during the initial counting they found irregularities in the revote process. “The CEC decided to recount 36 polling stations to check the ballots well as in some cases candidates for MPs have received more votes than the party itself,” said head of CEC Valdete Daka. 

Piksi found guilty, recommended his dismissal from police (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that Senior Appointments and Police Discipline Commission SAPDC has issued a recommendation to the Police General Director Reshat Maliqi to dismiss from the force Milija Milosevic known as ‘Piksi’, former commander of the Mitrovica north police station. The source in this commission said that the recommendation to the Police Director will be sent during this week, while the Director says that he did not receive such a recommendation. The case, for which Milosevic was found guilty, was initiated by Koha Ditore, in April of 2010 when Milosevic was accused of committing serious disciplinary violations, while hiding a criminal act.

Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore 
Front page

· Resolution on Marty’s report approved, investigations demanded

· CoE resolution damages Kosovo

· Thaçi, difficult to form ruling coalition

· The Guardian: Thaçi, the biggest fish of organised crime    

Other headlines

· 36 polling stations to be recounted in Mitrovica revote (5)

· Supreme Court to decide on Llap Group (7)

· ‘Piksi’ found guilty, his dismissal from police recommended (7)

· Government preparing to review agreement with IMF (9)

· Zogiani: Double sovereignty (11)

Zëri
Front page

· Resolution approved, ally countries ‘disappear’

· Haliti, the most wanted at the CoE

· LDK and Vetëvendosje, ‘gladly’ in the opposition

Other headlines

· Kukan: Marty always writes without facts (2)

· Petition submitted to CoE (2)

· Offensive against Kosovo image (3)

· For Valdete Daka, journalists are ‘flees’ (4)

· Kosovo opens doors for investigations (6)

· Recount of conditional votes begins (6)

· Llap Group once again before a court (8)

· Preshevo Valley to be included in talks (8)

Kosova Sot
Front page

· Dell: The new Government will be created before the Independence Day

· Dick Marty’s report approved, investigations expected 

· Justice for everyone

Other headlines

· Krasniqi: The truth to prevail as soon as possible (3)

· Dell meets Krasniqi (6)

· Halimi: Preshevo Valley to be included in the discussions (6)

· Numbers at the Assembly (6)

· 100 cases suspected for money laundry (8)

Epoka e Re

Front page

· Kosovo ready for investigations 

· LDK ready for opposition

· They also discussed creation of institutions

· Today, the decision on “Llap group” 

· At AAK, voices for coalition with PDK increase 

Other headlines

· Albanians protested in front of the Council of Europe (3)

· Lunacek: No discussions on Kosovo’s sovereignty (5)

· Halimi: Preshevo to be included at Pristina – Belgrade discussions (5)

· Counting of conditioned votes begins (6)

· Flimsy complaints (6)

· Wood: Kosovo, the best in the region (8)

· Limaj: Extraordinary work (9)

Express

Front page

· Request investigations

· Thaçi’s formula

· Rexhepi: With IMF, by all means 

Other headlines

· 38 ballots boxes from Mitrovica to be recounted (4)

· Sovereignty will no be discussed (5)

· Krasniqi: Our clean war to be enlightened (5)

· Haliti: Cooperation with EULEX on investigations (5)

· Discuss challenges after elections (6)

· Serb doctor refuses cooperation with Kosovo Police (8)

· Decision on “Llap Group” to be made (9)

Bota Sot
Front page

· The resolution approved according to Marty’s report, investigations start

· Resolution in favour of Marty, with political consequences for Kosovo

Other headlines

· With 169 votes in favour and 8 votes against, Marty’s resolution approved (4)
· Albanian delegation in favour of investigation and against Marty’s report (4)

· Krasniqi, “working lunch” with Ambassador Dell (6)
· EULEX continues investigation, the results are nowhere to be seen! (8)

· The Guardian for Thaçi: Biggest fish of the crime in Kosovo (9)

· For the properties sold under special spin-off, English laws to decide (10)

Infopress
Front page

· Marty’s report approved 

· Preshevo Valley in talks too

· New government in March

Other headlines

· Daka insults KTV director (2)

· Assembly, over half of MPs new (2)

· LDK ready for the opposition (2)

· Petition with 230,000 signatures submitted in Strasbourg (5)

· Reciprocity to raise Kosovo level in CEFTA (7)
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