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__________________________________________________
· Belgrade disputes UNMIK’s authority (dailies)

· Belgian King signs recognition of Kosovo’s independence (Koha Ditore)

· Casey: Kosovo will never again be part of Serbia (dailies)

· First oath (Express)

· Larry Wilson to be appointed new UNMIK Police Commissioner (Zëri)

· Serbian reservists stone KPS, 19 injured (Koha Ditore)
· NATO and EU guarantee security of Kosovars and Kosovo (dailies)

· Withdrawal of EU mission from the North raises concerns in Mitrovica (Koha Ditore)

· Rogozin: Russia will never use force for Kosovo (Zëri)

· Rupel: We received enemy signals from Serbia (Zëri)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Belgrade disputes UNMIK’s authority (dailies)
Serbian Minister for Kosovo Slobodan Samardzic visited Kosovo on Monday despite reports that he would not be allowed entry into Kosovo, dailies report.

Express writes that Samardzic was permitted to come to Kosovo on condition he renounced violence. However during his visit he expressed an alternative  interpretation of the recent violence that occurred in Belgrade against the independence of Kosovo. 
Koha Ditore reports that the meeting Samardzic had with UNMIK chief Joachim Rücker lasted for more than 45 minutes and was not all that pleasant for the SRSG as one of the ‘red lines’ that UNMIK had earlier expressed to Belgrade had been breached. 
“I made it clear to the Minister that the executive mandate of UNMIK has to be respected …I have to say I wasn’t completely happy with the reply of Minister Samardzic,” said Rücker. 

The same paper quotes a source saying that in the meeting Rücker asked Samardzic whether Serbia respects the territorial integrity of Kosovo and UNMIK’s authority in the north, to which Serbian Minister replied, “Yes, we do respect UNMIK’s authority, but you should also know that Serbia has its own authority in Kosovo.”

Kosovo Deputy Prime Minister Hajredin Kuçi is quoted in Zëri saying that the visits of Serbian officials to Kosovo are the last attempts of Serbia to negatively influence developments in Kosovo. 

Belgian King signs recognition of Kosovo’s independence (Koha Ditore)
The paper reports that Belgian King Albert II signed a royal decree recognizing the independence of Kosovo. The signature, adds the paper, concludes the internal procedure for recognition of Kosovo, and what is left now is for the Belgian Foreign Ministry to send a letter of recognition to Kosovo authorities. 
Casey: Kosovo will never again be part of Serbia (dailies)
U.S. State Department spokesman Tom Casey said Kosovo will never be part of Serbia again but added that Washington will continue its cooperation with Serbia and Russia on this issue. 

First oath (Express)

Before being sworn as the new Russian President, the current Deputy Prime Minister of Russia, Dimitrij Medvedev, visited Belgrade and expressed Moscow’s support for Serbia, the paper reports. “Despite this good weather, an issue that is so sad and ruins our mood is the Kosovo issue,” he said in Belgrade. Speaking about independence of Kosovo, Medvedev said, “Our common view is that this act is not in harmony with international law and violates the territorial integrity and sovereignty of Serbia,” he added. 
Larry Wilson to be appointed new UNMIK Police Commissioner (Zëri)
The current Deputy Commissioner of Police Larry Wilson will replace Richard Monk as Commissioner, the paper reports, adding that Wilson will lead the police in Kosovo until it transitions to the new EU police and justice mission, EULEX.
Serbian reservists stone at KPS, 19 injured (Koha Ditore)
Nineteen KPS police members were injured during a confrontation with around 150 Serbs protestors who came from Serbia to the Merdare crossing point 4 on Monday, report dailies. 

It is believed that the Serbs were reservists of the Serbian military and police, and were trained to cross the border. 

NATO and EU guarantee the security of Kosovars and Kosovo (dailies)
At a meeting of the NATO Council and Committee for Politics and Security of EU in Brussels on Monday representatives promised to continue cooperation with Kosovo but also with regional players. 
This message was delivered by NATO General Secretary Jaap De Hoop Scheffer and EU High Representative, Javier Solana.
“We analyzed the current situation and cooperation in the future. We hope that everyone will act constructively and that we will cooperate with all players in Kosovo,” Solana is quoted as saying, adding that he also hoped for good relations with Belgrade. “Belgrade has our offer and the doors are open,” he added.

Withdrawal of EU mission from the North raises concerns in Mitrovica (Koha Ditore)

The withdrawal of the EU mission from northern Mitrovica has raised concerns among political and security representatives. According to participants who attended a meeting on the latest developments in Mitrovica on Monday, the withdrawal of the EU mission from the north has heightened tensions and insecurity for Kosovo Albanians in the north. 

Rogozin: Russia will never use force for Kosovo (Zëri)
Russian representative to NATO Dimitrij Rogozin has refuted an earlier statement he made that Russia may resort to force over the Kosovo issue, reports Zëri. 

Rogozin says the media misinterpreted his remarks and that Russia will not use force
Rupel: We received enemy signals from Serbia (Zëri)
In recent days Slovenia has reportedly received ‘enemy signals’ from Serbia, Slovenian Foreign Minister Dimitrij Rupel said on Monday 

“Of course, the EU has not changed its position towards Serbia, the temporary political agreement is still on the table and Serbia can still sign it,” Rupel is quoted as saying, after meeting yesterday with Bosnian Foreign Minister, Sven Alkalaj. 

Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore

Front page
· Serb reservists stone KPS, 19 injured

· USA: Kosovo never part of Serbia any more

· Serbia and Russia, together against Kosovo

· Belgrade disputes UNMIK’s authority as well

· NATO and EU guarantee security in Kosovo

· 100 promised recognitions of the state of Kosovo flounder

· Withdrawal of the mission from the north disturbs Mitrovica

· Thaçi visits Haradinaj family in Gllogjan
Other headlines
· Rogozin: Russia will never use force against Kosovo (2)
· Rehn: Serbia to refrain itself, to return to the road towards EU (3)

· Belgium King signs the recognition of Kosovo (3)

· Municipal courts led by Serbs open in Zvecan and Leposavic (4)

· Draft constitution offers no transparency for budget management either (7)

· Who does not recognise us, he does not have to come (10)

· ICO withdrew from the north, not EULEX (11)

· EU mission will function in the entire territory of Kosovo (11)
Zëri

Front page   
· The International Steering Group, the key international authority on Kosovo, to be established these days
· Editorial: Nerves and determination

· It is not clear to Rücker if Serbia has given up challenging UNMIK

· Solana: There will be no partition

· Tom Casey: Kosovo will never be part of Serbia any more

· Rogozin: Russia will never use force against Kosovo

· LDK believes it will steer the Foreign Ministry

· Jeton Mula, the suspect for attacking Decani Monastery with the rocket launcher, surrendered
Other headlines

· Lavrov: Russia is against every violent scenario (2)
· We have received hostile signals from Serbia, says Rupel (2)
· Polish government to decide today on Kosovo’s independence recognition (2)
· How long does it take to implement Ahtisaari package? (3)

· Withdrawal of the EU mission from the north created uncertainty for Albanian inhabitants (4)

· Serbs attack with stones and bottles, 19 KPS Special Unit members injured (4)

· Serbs threaten Natasa Kandic (4)

· Kosovo’s and Serbia’s representatives in the joint roundtable in Sofia (5)

· Medvedev: Russia will still support Serbia’s sovereignty on Kosovo (6)

· Alfred Gussenbauer: Status quo in Kosovo could be maintained no more (6)

· Ivanovic: We should not wait Russians and Americans to fight for Kosovo (6)

· Larry Wilson replaces Richard Monk in the post of UNMIK Police Commissioner (8)
Kosova Sot

Front page   
· Serbs attack border point Nr. 4, 19 injured

· Editorial: Who will stop violent Serbs?

· Secret vote “dies”

· Foreign Ministry, this is why the law was postponed

· Assembly supermen

· ICO hit a snag
 

Other headlines

· Solana: No partition of Kosovo (3)

· Rücker meets Samardzic under conditions (4)

· USA: Kosovo never part of Serbia any more (4)

· Medvedev: Kremlin will support Serbia (4)

· Serbia should recognise independent Kosovo (6)

· The attacker of Decani Monastery surrenders (9)

Epoka e Re

Front page   
· 19 police officers get injured while defending Kosovo

· UNMIK betrays the government

· Wrong withdrawal

· The game with Kosovo

· Limaj: Serb community, a bridge in Kosovo-Serbia relations
Other headlines

· Withers: USA will; continue to supports Kosovo’s development (2)
· Solana & Scheffer: EU and NATO will have control over the entire Kosovo territory (2)
· Dobins sheds light into disputable issues of resolution 1244 (2)

· Topi: recognition of Kosovo, easiness for the region (2)
· Russia reiterates its support for Serbs regarding Kosovo (2)

· Casey: Kosovo, never be part of Serbia any more (3)

· Berisha: Kosovo’s independence, superhuman investment of its citizens (3)

· Thaçi pays respects to martyrs of Dukagjin (4)

· UNMIK showed it is still master in Kosovo, it allowed Samardzic to come to Kosovo (7)
Express

Front page

· Instigating minister

· They support Serbia’s sovereignty

· Memory in Hani i Elezit got burnt

· Solana not worried about partition

· From the point of view of a marine
Other headlines

· First swearing (3)
· Recognition in the interest of Kosovo (4)
· We recognise Kosovo because of the west (5)

· Kosovo, not part of Serbia any more (5)

· Former guerrilla designs the future (6)

· Reservists injure 10 police officers (7)

Bota Sot

Front page
· Acknowledgement forever for freedom fighters

· Realization of century old aspiration is healing wounds of legendary Prekaz

· KFOR: Kosovo state borders under continuous control

· 19 KPS members got injured by Serb reservists

· Ks will become with permanent judges and prosecutors


Other headlines 
· Miracle has happened with Kosovo’s independence (2)
· Solana: EU mission has come to be installed in the entire Kosovo territory (2)
· Thaçi pays homage to martyrs of the nation obelisk (3)

· Independence and new state are on road of democracy towards peace (4)

· Serb authorities respect UNMIK’s power in Kosovo (4)

· The north of Mitrovica, danger for Albanian judges (5)

· Withdrawal of EULEX from the north is a bad message (6)
InfoPress 

Front page
· Over 50 percent of the KPC in KSF

· Thaçi honours martyrs

· Solana and Scheffer guarantee

· Samardzic visits Kosovo

· Reservists attacked KPS
Other headlines 
· No more provocative visits (2)

· Tirana promises support (2)

· Serbia, a unique state with Kosovo (4)

· UNMIK yielded, under conditions (5)

· $400m assistance for Kosovo (5)

· They demand Rücker’s resignation (6)
Belgrade Media Highlights

· Ruecker: Meeting without agreement (B92/Beta/Tanjug)

· Solana and Scheffer: EU and NATO to take control over entire Kosovo (RTS)

· Feith: Withdrawal of EU personnel from northern Kosovo will not contribute to division (Tanjug)

· Tadic: Serbia will never recognize independence of Kosovo (Radio Belgrade)

· Medvedev: Russia is firmly against independence of Kosovo (RTS/Tanjug)

· Lavrov: Russia is against violent scenarios (RTS/Tanjug)

· Cioroianu: Independence of Kosovo creates a precedent for minorities (Tanjug)

· Belgrade recalls Serbian ambassadors to Belgium and Peru (RTS/Beta)

· Djuric : US to cancel recognition of false state of Kosovo (Beta)

· Medvedja: Incident at checkpoint towards Kosovo (RTS/Tanjug)

· Peaceful protests of Serbs before courts in Kosovska Mitrovica continue (Tanjug)

· Students repeated they do not accept independence of Kosovo (RTS/Tanjug)

Ruecker: Meeting without agreement (B92/Beta/Tanjug) 
UNMIK Head Joachim Ruecker announced that no concrete agreement had been reached during the meeting with the Minister for Kosovo Slobodan Samardzic. Ruecker said at a press conference following the meeting with Samardzic that he exposed UNMIK’s views to the Serbian minister. The UNMIK chief said that, before his venue to Kosovo, he had asked from Samardzic to “refrain from statements that stimulate violence.” According to him, UNMIK’s strong stance on the events in Kosovo after the proclamation of independence was presented to Samardzic. The UNMIK chief said that it was not clear to him whether Samardzic would take some distance from his earlier statements with regard to the destruction and burning of facilities at the crossings of Jarinje and Brnjak. Meanwhile, he added that he gave to understand that UNMIK “requests from the Serbian Government to respect its executive power according to UNSCR 1244 on all fields – security, justice, customs and others, on all of Kosovo’s territory.” “UNMIK is responsible for the entire Kosovo territory,” said Ruecker. 
The authorities in Belgrade adhere to the position that the EU mission does not have a legal basis for activities in Kosovo, but intend to cooperate with UNMIK, said Serbian Minister for Kosovo Slobodan Samardzic. After talks with UNMIK Head Joachim Ruecker and heads of Serb municipalities in northern Kosovo, he pointed out that Belgrade in the interest of preserving peace and stability wants to continue cooperation with UNMIK, but not with the EU mission whose arrival was not approved by the UN SC. He pointed out that attempts of Brussels to find a basis for the EU civil mission in UNSCR 1244, considering that this document clearly guarantees the sovereignty of Serbia over Kosovo. We condemn violence of any kind, but above all violence against international law, said Samardzic and underlined that Serbia asks UNMIK and countries that have recognized independence of Kosovo to first determine their position towards this violence. I insisted on the fact that order and stability must be maintained and we are prepared to bear the responsibility for preserving order in Serb areas and to cooperate in this respect with UNMIK and KFOR, said Samardzic. He said that authorities in Serbia are trying to convince Serbs in the province to continue to cooperate with UNMIK as Belgrade recognizes this international presence. 

Solana and Scheffer: EU and NATO to take control over entire Kosovo (RTS)

The EU and NATO will take over control over entire Kosovo, said after talks in Brussels EU High Representative Javier Solana and NATO Secretary General Jaap de Hoop Scheffer. Asked whether he was concerned because of the possibility of division of Kosovo, Solana replied negatively and added that the withdrawal of representatives of the EU mission from the north of the province was temporary. 

Feith: Withdrawal of EU personnel from northern Kosovo will not contribute to division (Tanjug)

EU Envoy for Kosovo Peter Feith said that last week’s withdrawal of the interim EU personnel from the tense northern part of Kosovo will not contribute to the division of the province along ethnic lines. We have withdrawn the personnel temporarily, but will keep an office in the northern part of Kosovo, said Feith for The Financial Times. He said that there was a possibility for UNMIK to remain in areas of the province, which are, as he said, particularly sensitive since the secession of Kosovo from Serbia. 

Tadic: Serbia will never recognize independence of Kosovo (Radio Belgrade)

Serbian President Boris Tadic conveyed to Russian Deputy Prime Minister Dmitrii Medvedev that Serbia would never recognize independence of Kosovo and would continue the fight for its legitimate interests through peaceful, diplomatic and legal means. Tadic thanked Russia on its principled position on Kosovo and efforts to respect international law. The collocutors concluded that economic cooperation of the two countries was improving and that bilateral relations were becoming stronger. The meeting was attended by Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov and Serbian Foreign Minister Vuk Jeremic. 

Medvedev: Russia is firmly against independence of Kosovo (RTS/Tanjug)

Dmitrii Medvedev said in Belgrade after talks with Serbian PM Vojislav Kostunica that Russia would continue to firmly support sovereignty of Serbia on its entire territory, including Kosovo. Medvedev stressed that his visit to Belgrade is aimed at showing support of official Moscow to Serbia at a moment of illegal recognition of independence of Kosovo. Russia believes that unilateral proclamation of independence of the province endangers the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Serbia and assessed that this decision is not in accordance with international law, UNSCR 1244, the UN Charter and the Helsinki Final Act, said Medvedev. He warned that the situation in the southern Serbian province has become complicated after the unilateral proclamation of independence and warned of the negative consequences that it could have on other regions in Europe and the world. Kostunica said that he had agreed with Medvedev that Serbia and Russia should continue a joint policy regarding the defense of the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Serbia. The PM stressed that Serbia, together with Russia and other countries opposes unilateral proclamation of independence of Kosovo, and will fight for this decision to be annulled in the UN SC. Kostunica warned that there will not be normalization of relations with countries that have recognized Kosovo until this decision is annulled. 

Lavrov: Russia is against violent scenarios (RTS/Tanjug)

Russia is doing everything to prevent the eruption of violence in Kosovo and in this context very much appreciates the position of the Serbian leadership, said Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov. He pointed out that Serbian President Boris Tadic and Prime Minister Vojislav Kostunica were firmly against violence and doing everything in their power to quiet down the emotions that have recently surfaced in Serbia. Lavrov once again pointed out that breaking into diplomatic offices in Belgrade was completely unacceptable, but at the same time pointed to the double standards of Washington, which had asked them to be condemned because of the harsh violation of international law. International legality cannot be applied arbitrarily as an argument for achieving narrow political goals, as the US does, warned Lavrov. 

Cioroianu: Independence of Kosovo creates a precedent for minorities (Tanjug)

Romania will never recognize unilateral proclamation of independence of Kosovo, because it believes that it can set a very dangerous precedent which threatens to cause unrest and conflict in Europe and other parts of the world, said Romanian Foreign Minister Adrian Cioroianu. He added that Bucharest supported the protection of minority rights on an individual basis, but that for Romania it is absolutely unacceptable to encourage the concept of collective rights for minority ethnic communities. Such a concept does not have a basis in international law and political practice and is extremely dangerous for peace and stability in many areas in the world where there are ethnic conflicts and tensions, stressed the Romanian Foreign Minister. Cioroianu pointed out that Romania was especially concerned because of possible consequences of the Kosovo precedent on the stability of regional countries such as B&H, FYROM, Montenegro and Moldova. 

Belgrade recalls Serbian ambassadors to Belgium and Peru (RTS/Beta)

The Serbian Foreign Ministry sent letters of protest to the governments of Belgium and Peru because they have recognized unilateral proclamation of independence of Kosovo. In accordance with the Action Plan, Serbian ambassadors in Brussels and Lima were instructed to urgently return to Belgrade for consultations, states the announcement of the ministry. 

Djuric : US to cancel recognition of false state of Kosovo (Beta)

Serbian Prime Minister’s Media Advisor Srdjan Djuric has assessed that it is necessary for the US to cancel the decision on recognition of the self-proclaimed false state of Kosovo on Serbia’s territory, so international law principles would be re-established in the Balkans. According to the UN Charter and the Serbian Constitution, Kosovo is a sovereign and integral part of Serbia, and it will remain so, reads Djuric’s statement sent to Beta. According to him, by exclusively respecting international law one can ensure stability and peace in the region. Djuric thus reacted to the statement made by State Department spokesperson Tom Casey that Kosovo would never again be part of Serbia. Casey stated that Washington intended to continue to work on this issue with Belgrade and Moscow, regardless of their resolute opposition to unilaterally proclaimed independence of Kosovo.

Medvedja: Incident at checkpoint towards Kosovo (RTS/Tanjug)

At the checkpoint Mutivode near Medvedja there was a clash between the Kosovo Police Service and reserve soldiers of the Serbian Army. The incident occurred after KPS had verbally provoked the reserve soldiers, who had peacefully protested due to unilateral proclamation of independence of Kosovo. The reserve soldiers state that after a verbal clash, a KPS member had come up to them and tried to take away the Serbian flag, after which rocks flew from both sides, and the KPS threw tear-gas. During the clash, the reserve soldiers burned tires and the fire spread to the area around the checkpoint. The fire was quickly put out by firefighters from Medvedja. Serbian news agencies report that 10 KPS members and five reserve soldiers had been injured in the incident. 

Peaceful protests of Serbs before courts in Kosovska Mitrovica continue (Tanjug)

Serb employees of judicial bodies in northern Kosovska Mitrovica continued to protest before the District and Municipal Court in that town, asking to return to their jobs and for those judicial bodies to be transferred under the jurisdiction of the Serbian Justice Ministry. The gathered Serbs talked with regional UNMIK administrator in Kosovska Mitrovica Gerard Gallucci, who informed them that their requests were being discussed at the highest level in Pristina, and that a solution would quickly be found. The District Public Prosecutor Milan Bigovic said that Serbs want to peacefully return to their jobs and confirmed that this has been the case at municipal courts in Zvecan and Leposavic since Friday. 

Students repeated they do not accept independence of Kosovo (RTS/Tanjug)

Students of the Pristina University, temporarily located in Kosovska Mitrovica, repeated at the protest in that town that they do not recognize unilateral proclamation of independence of Kosovo. The rally passed without incident, and ended with a walk through the central streets. We protest as the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Serbia has been endangered and because international law has been violated, repeated the students, at the protest which has been going on for the eight day in a row in the northern part of Kosovska Mitrovica. 

Disclaimer
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